
	  

The Tucson Chapter of the Brandeis National Committee received the following letters after the Tucson shootings on Saturday, 

January 8: 

From Fred Lawrence, President, Brandeis University:

We are all deeply saddened by the horrific events over the weekend in Tucson, Arizona. Any act of violence is abhorrent, but 

the shooting of an elected public servant strikes at the core of our democratic society. The tragedy of the attack hit this com-

munity in a very personal way. International Business School student Ben Zimmerman is the brother of Gabe Zimmerman, an 

aide to Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords who was among the six people who died Saturday. I know everyone at Brandeis 

joins me in extending our heartfelt sympathy to Ben and his family during this very dark time. We also offer our prayers to the 

families of all the others who lost their lives, and to those victims who were wounded and their families.

From Janice Fineman, Executive Director, Brandeis National Committee:

We, like everyone in the country, cannot stop thinking about the horrific event in Tucson this past weekend. As much as it 

has shaken people across the country, I cannot even imagine how those of you in Tucson are feeling.

I just want to let you know I am thinking about you all. I know President Lawrence has send a note to all of our Brandeis family 

in Arizona. All of Brandeis is saddened by this tragedy. 
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Book Fund Event Features Ha Jin’s A Good Fall
Plan to attend this year’s Book Fund event at Villa Hermosa (on the southeast corner of Wilmot and 

Speedway) on Monday, March 28, at 1:00 p.m. This is your opportunity to see and hear, via a video 

recording, author Ha Jin discuss his collection of stories, A Good Fall. After his early training in China, 

Ha Jin received his doctorate at Brandeis University, taught at Emory University, and now teaches at 

Boston University.

 This is another educational opportunity brought to you by your Tucson Chap-

ter. Following the video presentation, Jean Nerenberg will lead an audience 

discussion of the book, with comments from the attendees, even from those 

who have not yet read the book. You do not need to read the book to come, 

learn, and enjoy the event.

The author and book are chosen annually by the The New Student Forum, a communal experience that 

introduces students to academic life at Brandeis. 

To attend, you need to buy a Book Fund or Learned Research Journal worth $10 or more after Febru-

ary 28, 2011. See the list of Book Fund possibilities on page 5. Reserve a space at this fascinating event 

using the form on page 3 or by contacting either of our Book Fund people: June Simmons, Rosealie Siegel, or Soralé Fortman, 

using the contact information on page 5. 

Join in the Fun
We need friends to join others and learn to list books on the Internet. Lessons daily, 10 to 12 and 
12 to 2, at the Book Depot. Contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com or 615-4739 to reserve a time.



From the Leadership Council
This marks my second year as Vice-

president of the Book Business.

What a busy year it has been. With 

the help of many of our members, we 

once again had a busy Used Book Sale 
at the Foothills Mall, where we rolled 

up our sleeves and, with books selling 

for an average price of $4, managed to 

take in $23,000. That’s a lot of books 

sold. Many thanks to the volunteers 

who tirelessly manned our cash box 

and greeted our eager customers.

The books online sell at an average of 11 books a day, with 

an average selling price of $13. We have dedicated members at 

our three computers entering books online with regularity. New 

this month, we are offering training from 10 to 12 or 12 to 2 

most days, depending on when our members wish to come in 

to try this fun activity. If a member can use a keyboard, the task 

is simple enough and fun to do. EDF men are welcome as well. 

Discovering an important book among our donations is a thrill.

This activity lets you make new friends and discover interest-

ing books. Books are where it’s at with Tucson Brandeis. If you 

are a book lover, you attended and enjoyed meeting authors at 

our Soirée and Book & Author events in March.

Many thanks to friends and colleagues, Bertie Levkowitz Herz, 

Roz Kroft, Harriet Kronman, and Sheila Rothenberg, who cre-

ated this wonderful occasion. Kudos to their committees, who 

did what they love and loved what they did for our chapter.

Looking forward, please join us and our own Jean Nerenberg 

in celebrating Brandeis’ recommended book, A Good Fall, by 

Ha Jin, at a book party on March 28. See pages one and three.

I have had my share of fun this year. It is time for more of 

you to join in.

Meg Sivitz, Presiding Officer 

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
We Wish Our Members…

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter of 

BNC wish:
Allen Baron A speedy recovery
Helene Feldman A speedy recovery
Don Fischer A speedy recovery
Phyllis & Bob Harris Congratulations on your new grandson
Janet & Steve Congratulations on your granddaughter’s
 Seltzer  Bat Mitzvah

If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact 

Sunshine chair Helene Feldman, 2bachummingbird@q.com 

or 398-9666. A donation card will be sent and an acknowledg-

ment will appear in the bulletin. 

Condolences
Tucson Chapter sends its condolences 

to Sally Gershon on the loss of her 
father; Sheila Rothenberg on the loss 

of her sister; and Marty Zuckerman on 
the loss of his brother.

Contact Us
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison ............. 615-4739, megaron3@msn.com
Steve Seltzer, Bulletin Editor ............ 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your Membership 

Directory (changes underlined):
Ellen Bodow  EllenBodow@gmail.com
Beverly Forrest 299-0154 halforbev@gmailcom
Harriet & Robert Hirsch HarrietRobertHirsch@gmail.com
Phyllis Maizlish 23005 N 74th St #1037, Scottsdale 85255
Cheryl Toff 4753 N Calle Lampara 85718

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined our 

chapter. Add them to your Membership Directory:
Susan Bernard 7545 E Snyder Canyon Pl 85750 577-3628
Vivian Kaplan 8041 N Casas Way 85742
Marjorie McGlamery 5535 N Campbell Ave 85714 299-4224
  marjoriemcglamery@yahoo.com
Henry Revane 5913 N Placita del Barón 85718 529-1626
  htrjer@frii.com
Helene Sbar (Marc) 4318 N Ocotillo Canyon Dr 85750 760-0992
  hsbar@comcast.net
Patricia “Paddy” Schwartz see Edward J. Schwartz
Ethel Timan 5601 N Hacienda Del Sol 85718 529-2441

New members are the life of our chapter. When you see new 

members at a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome 

them. 

Tucson Chapter, BNC March 2011 Page 2



Tucson Chapter, BNC March 2011 Page 3

Monday, March 28, 2011, 1:00 to 3:00 P.M.
Villa Hermosa, 6300 East Speedway Boulevard, at Wilmot
Minimum $10 Book Fund Donation, also $10.50, $18.50, $36.50, and more

Cash and checks only; no credit cards accepted.

Ha Jin, author of A Good Fall, joined the army at age 16, where he educated himself 
in Chinese literature and high school curriculum. Later, he was on a scholarship at 
Brandeis University when the Tiananmen incident occurred. He decided to emigrate 
to the U. S. and to write in English “to preserve the integrity of his work.”
Jean Nerenberg will facilitate the discussion of the book.

Cookies and Beverages Will Be Served
Proceeds from this event will go to the Book Fund.

Book	Fund	Event

I wish to order the following from Book Fund as my ticket to the Book Fund Event (circle your choice):
$10.00 All-occasion stationery with pen $36.50 Learned Research Journal
$10.50 Goldfarb Library at night card (3/$25) $56.50 Learned Research Folio
$18.50 Louis Brandeis portrait card I have purchased since Feb. 28

Print Name  ______________________________________________________________________________

Contact Info  _____________________________________________________________________________

Total Enclosed $___________. Your purchase will be waiting at the door.

Send your check made out to BNC to Rosealie Siegel, 6069 N. Tocito Pl., Tucson, AZ 85718 or 
notify her if you have already made a March purchase and plan to attend.



EDF Fellows Meeting
Our men’s group, the EDF Fellows, will hold its next 

lunch meeting on Monday, March 14, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 

p.m. at the Viscount Hotel.

The speaker will be former Arizona Con-

gressman Jim Kolbe.

Any man in Tucson is cordially invited to 

attend, join the fellowship, and enjoy the 

fascinating speakers. Members are encour-

aged to bring guests.

Lunch is $20. For more information, con-

tact Steve Seltzer, 299-3788, seltz5001@

aol.com, Howard Schwartz, 615-2915, howtru3@comcast.

net, or Tom Herz, 745-5852, tghmkh@mindspring.com. 

University President’s Blog
Fred Lawrence, the new president of Brandeis Univer-

sity, is more casual than his predecessor and has a blog 

so anyone can follow his thoughts. Go to http:/blogs.

brandeis.edu/president. 

From the Prez
The most important Brandeis event 

since January 1 has been the arrival 

of President Fred Lawrence and his 

wife, Kathy. They have been a strong 

presence on campus, meeting with all 

constituencies, from students to staff, 

faculty, administrators, alumni, and 

the BNC. On his first day in the office, 

I received a phone call from Fred. This 

was so meaningful to me, because it 

demonstrated how important BNC is to 

him. In his view, we are all part of one 

family that will work together to make a difference.

As a former chapter president, I am aware of the hard work 

you all continually do to keep the BNC active and productive. 

When I read bulletins and board meeting minutes from the vari-

ous chapters, I can see first hand the innovative programming 

and creative study groups you are all putting forth. I hope you 

feel the same pride I do in our work to support Brandeis.

Fondly,

Leslie Pearlstein, National President 

Western Art
The Study Group course on Western Art at Medicine 

Man Gallery begins Thursday, March 17. Be sure to 

register now with Lynn Cramer, LCramer8@aol.com or 

638-5898. 

¢
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Attend the Book Fund Event.
Send in the form on the reverse side to  

Rosealie Siegel, 6069 N. Tocito Pl., Tucson, AZ 85718.



Learned Research Journals and Book Fund
Happy birthday, In honor of, In memory of, Happy anniversary, Congratulations, New Baby, Best Wishes, or Speedy 

Recovery: Express your thoughtfulness to someone in a special way by donating to the Book Fund, to honor, memorialize, or 
celebrate milestones in life.

Book Fund donations:
$5.50* Philanthropy, learning, and community (or 6 for $25)
$10* All Occasion Stationery, pack of ten with a pen
$10.50* Goldfarb Library at night (or 3 for $25)
$18.50* Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
$36.50‡ Learned Research Journal $56.50‡  Learned Research Journal Folio
$100‡ Special Book Collection $200.00‡  Research Journal File
*Contact Book Fund co-chair, June Simmons, junesimmons@me.com or 577-9836, or Rosealie Siegel, HerbSRose@com-

cast.net or 615-6227.

‡Contact Soralé Fortman, 747-3520 or sorkey7@aol.com.

Martha Cooper Public 
Library
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Donor Message Recipient
Book Collection in Judaica

Brandeis Friends Wishing you a speedy recovery Arlene Zuckerman
Brandeis Friends In memory of your beloved sister, Gloria Sheila Rothenberg

Learned Research Journal Folio
Brandeis Friends Wishing you a speedy recovery Aaron Starobin
Brandeis Friends Wishing you a speedy recovery Don Fischer
Brandeis Friends In memory of your beloved brother, Philip Marty Zuckerman

Learned Research Journal
Brandeis Friends Our thoughts and prayers are with you Allen Baron
Brandeis Friends In memory of beloved mother, Marcia Barbara Burstein
Soralé Fortman Wishing you a your speedy recovery Joanie Small
Tucson Chapter Thank you for your presentation Rhys Bowen
Tucson Chapter Thank you for your presentation William Link
Tucson Chapter Thank you for your presentation Douglas Starr
Tucson Chapter Thank you for your presentation Rhody Cohon
Tucson Chapter Thank you for chairing our 15th Annual B & A event Sheila Rothensberg
Tucson Chapter Thank you for moderating our 15th Annual B & A event   Rabbi Thomas Louchheim
Linda & Stanley Volk In memory of your beloved sister, Gloria Sheila Rothensberg

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Judith & Borah Jacobskind,
Roz & Art Kroft In honor of your special birthday, with love Jay Goldberg
Steve & Janet Seltzer, and
Meg & Ron Sivitz In honor of your new grandchild Phyllis & Bob Harris
Marianne Taussig Have a speedy recovery Arlene Zuckerman

Philanthropy, Learning, and Community Card
Sally & Bob Gershon Have a speedy recovery Don Fischer
Florence Lazar In memory of your sister, Rozie June Fischer 

“You are not here merely to make a living. You are here in order to enable the world to live more amply, with greater 

vision, with a finer spirit of hope and achievement. You are here to enrich the world, and to impoverish yourself if you 

forget the errand.” —Woodrow Wilson



Natalie Smith was born in New York, New York, and went 

to college in Queens. Initially, she was a bookkeeper for a law 

firm in New York City.

After Natalie had two sons, she went back to work as a comp-

troller for a travel agency for 10 years, then became a banker 

in Princeton, New Jersey, for the next 10 years. She retired in 

2000 and moved to Tucson in 2001.

Natalie and her husband, Jerome (“Jerry”), were childhood 

sweethearts and have been married 46 years. They travel 

throughout the United States, primarily for bird photography. 

Jerry will be running our new birding Study Group described 

in the article above.

Natalie occupies her time playing golf, which she only started 

when she moved here. She enjoys knitting, quilting, and, cur-

rently, taking the Brandeis Study Group on jewelry-making.

The Smith’s two sons live in California, which gives Natalie 

and Jerry a good excuse to visit and just happen to see the the 

two grandsons, ages 5 and 3½.

Natalie joined Brandeis for the classes and to meet interesting 

smart people. She is on the board as a Membership Committee 

participant and is in charge of the donor points earned.

In addition to the jewelry-making Study Group, Natalie joined 

the Mystery Reading Group and the Paul Newman class. She also 

enjoys working at the Brandeis Book Depot and looks forward 

to the diverse activities Brandeis offers. 

Meet Your Study 
Group Leader

Tucson Chapter Newsletter
Editor-in-chief ................................................. Steve Seltzer

Board Liaison ......................................................Meg Sivitz

Associate Editor ..........................................Bob Rothenberg

Copy Editor ......................................................Beverly Fine

Proofreaders ........................... Soralé Fortman, Janet Seltzer

Circulation .......................................................... Fern Feder
To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg 

Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com.
The newsletter is published from August through April. The dead-

line is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Leadership Council: Officers
Membership Team Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Judith Jacobskind
Vice-president EDF Fellows Men’s Group. . . . . . . . . .Steve Seltzer
Vice-president Book Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meg Sivitz
Study Group Team Leaders . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer, Karen Loeb
Recording Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Levin
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marilyn Peskin-Kaufman
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terrie Sherman
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman
Advisors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Soralé Fortman, Elaine Lisberg
Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone.
Book Depot messages can be left at 747-3224. 

Make a Note of It

2011

Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*  Tuesday, March 15
Book Fund Event  Monday, March 28
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 4
Installation & Recognition Lunch Meeting Tuesday, April 5 or 12
Board Meeting–Planning Meeting** Monday, May 2

*Held at the restaurant Feast, 3719 E. Speedway Blvd., two 

blocks west of Alvernon Way

**Held at the Dusenberry-River Branch library (at Craycroft 

and River) Public Library

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Tucson Birds and Birding
Jerry Smith, an exciting and witty 

facilitator, will be leading a new 

“Tucson Birds and Birding” Study 

Group. Members will discover 

where to find the birds in the Tuc-

son and Southeast Arizona area. 

Jerry will discuss birding tools, photographic tools 

and techniques, and directions to great birding spots. 

The presentation is aided by maps and dozens of 

beautiful bird photos, all taken locally.

The course will be held at Villa Hermosa from 10:00 

to noon, on Friday, March 18. The fee is only $10! An 

optional self-pay lunch is available afterwards.

To sign up, contact Lynn Cramer, lcramer8@aol.

com or 638-5898. 
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Mission Statement of  the Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished liberal arts and 

research university founded by the American Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the university through fund-raising 

and through activities that reflect the values on which the university was founded: academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, 

and service to the community. 
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Guatemalan Journey: Traveling With Brandeis
“Guatemala!” we,  Malcolm and Amy Levin, said in unison as we looked at the 

Brandeis alumni travel brochure that had just arrived in the mail. A secret dream for 

both of us. How could we resist?

And so we, both members of the Tucson Brandeis National Committee chapter, 

decided to join Brandeis alums and other friends of the university on a trip to Guate-

mala in January, 2011, which was a fantastic experience. We had traveled extensively 

in Mexico and Peru, and both of us loved the idea of seeing more Latin American 

colonial towns and learning more about pre-Columbian ruins.

Our compatible and convivial group of eight, led by Brandeis hosts Detlev and 

Ellen Beth Sudorow, met in a Guatemala City hotel in January to begin our 10-day 

journey. Led by our intrepid Guatemalan tour guide, Giovanni, we toured Guatemala’s 

capital and visited the amazing National Museum of Anthropology, where a curator 

briefed us on Mayan history, culture, and architecture.

The next morning, we flew on a small plane to Petén and continued by bus deep 

into Guatemala’s northern rainforest, visiting two ancient Mayan cities—Yaxha and 

Topoxté—along the way. As the only visitors, we were alone with the pyramids in 

the lush jungle, an awe-inspiring experience. The following day—armed with hats, 

sun block, and mosquito repellent—we traveled to the celebrated archaeological 

site of Tikal, once part of a vast Mayan civilization that dominated the region and 

vanished without a trace.

 We explored jungle-clad ruins of palaces, temples, ball courts, and a ceremonial 

platform. We returned to celebrate Shabbat on the grounds of our lakeside inn, sur-

rounded by bird calls and exotic flowers.

Our next destination was the bustling highland town of Chichicastenango for the colorful open-air artisan market overflowing 

with local wares like textiles, pottery, baskets, and jewelry. Our hotel was a lovely Spanish-style inn on the shores of magnificent 

Lake Atitlan, a massive lake formed in the crater of a volcano, surrounded by three active volcanoes. The lake is considered by 

many to be the most beautiful in the world and bordered by 12 Indian villages, where contemporary descendants of the Maya 

still live and work. We enjoyed the tranquility of the hotel, its grounds, and the lake.

The morning trip across the lake to a Mayan village was a spectacular opportunity to enjoy the dramatic grandeur of the set-

ting. From Lake Atitlan, we traveled to Guatemala’s most important colonial city, Antigua, stopping en route to visit the Mayan 

archaeological site of Iximche—another deserted, silent, and magnificent ruin. Antigua is a 16th-century Spanish cobblestoned 

colonial city, partially destroyed by two earthquakes and filled with monumental ruins of churches and monasteries, charm-

ing examples of colonial architecture, galleries, and artisan markets. Our glorious hotel was on the grounds of a ruined and 

partially rebuilt monastery, filled with colonial art and several museums. We enjoyed still another wonderful day in Antigua 

before heading home. 

Would we travel with Brandeis again? Yes! We enjoyed getting to know the wonderful people in our group, the magnificent 

sights, a perfect balance of adventure and leisure, and our journey together.

Adapted from an article by Amy Levin



Books! Books! Books!
Whenever you come to a Brandeis event or board 

meeting, please bring books in good condition suitable 

for elementary and middle school children. A special box 

will be available for your donations. 
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Hear ye! Hear ye!

BNC’s
15-Month Membership Promotion  

Begins April 1

BNC is offering its special “sale” again this year!
 New members who join on or after April 1  

get up to 15 months for the price of 12!
Such a deal!

$60 – single membership
$100 – couples (including partners and significant others  

at the same address)

Support Brandeis!
Tell a friend! Bring a guest to an event!

For more information, contact:

Terrie Sherman
Loves2Walk@aol.com

290-1490

Mazal tov to the committee and workers on our Annual 

Used Book Sale. The event grossed approximately $23,000 

toward our Tucson Endowed Scholarship Fund to award 

scholarship support to worthy Brandeis students, with a 

preference for students from the Tucson metropolitan area.

The annual Used Book Sale is our major fund-raising 

event, and we should all be proud of the work done by 

our volunteers. 



Community Service 
Sally Scott, our Community 

Service chair, announces that 
the Tucson Chapter will be 
supporting the Emerge! Center 
Against Domestic Abuse.

Please donate household 
items, women’s clothing, cloth-
ing and supplies for infants, toddlers, and children, and 
personal care items.

We also request you continue to donate hotel toiletries 
for the women’s crisis center, contribute unused Entertain-
ment Book coupons for donation to Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters, and make baby hats. Please bring them to Study 
Groups, lunches, and meetings.

If you are unable to knit or crochet caps for infants in 
the TMC premature nursery, but would like to help by 
donating yarn or tax-deductible cash, contact Sally Scott, 
sas.tuc09@yahoo.com or 603-6116. 

LRJ from Santa Clara
The Santa Clara chapter of the BNC was moved by the 

shooting events of Saturday, January 8, and donated a 

Learned Research Journal (LRJ) in honor of our chapter to 

the Book Fund. The wording follows:

“The Board and members of the Santa Clara chapter are 

sending this token of our support to your chapter and 

community at this time of sadness.

“Please know that we greatly feel the sorrow your com-

munity suffered and that we all share as members of an or-

ganization founded on the finest of humanitarian purpose 

and named for one who represented those values, that 

all who are healing and all who are mourning will feel.” 

A Brandeis Moment
If you spread Smart Balance on your bagel or 

toast this morning, you were beginning your 
day with Brandeis. The patented Smart Balance 
spread, which increases good cholesterol and 
improves the ratio of good-to-bad cholesterol, 
was developed at Brandeis University by Profes-
sor K. C. Hayes and his research team. Members 
of the Brandeis family affectionately refer to it as 

“Brandeis Butter.” 
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“Special” Board Meeting
Tuesday, March 15, 2011

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Feast

3719 East Speedway Boulevard
All members are welcome.

This month, National President Leslie Pearlstein and 

Regional Co-presidents Sue Karp and Phyllis Perkal will 

be attending our special board meeting on a special day 

at a special location. The restaurant is two blocks west of 

Alvernon Way.

We encourage members to join us at this very special 

event.

Those who wish to have lunch (at their own expense) 

at Feast after the meeting with the special visitors should 

contact Marilyn Peskin-Kaufman, mdkpk@aol.com or 

760-0610. 

Change

10:00-Noon



Jewish Cook Off–November

UOW–January

Book & Author Soirée

Book & Author Luncheon
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Tucson Chapter Calendar March 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Feb 28
1:00 SW 

American 
Culture

1
10:00 Trail 

Walkers
1:30 Hamlet
2:30 Su-

preme 
Court

2
1:00 Con-

temporary 
Fiction

1:30 Men’s 
Books

3 4 5

6 7
1:00 SW 

American 
Culture 
1:30 Med-
itation

8
1:30 Hamlet
7:00 Public 

Policy

9
10:00 Page 

Turners
Noon Eth-

nic Lunch

10
12:00 

Bridge
1:00 Art 

Scene

11 12

13
DST starts

14
12:00 EDF
1:00 SW 

American 
Culture

15
11:00 Board 

Meeting
1:00 For-

eign Film
1:30 Hamlet
7:00 Fabu-

lous Flicks

16
11:00 Mys-

tery Books

17
9:30 Western 

Art
1:30 Paul 

Newman

18
10:00 Bird-

ing

19

20
Purim

21
1:00 SW 

American 
Culture

22
1:30 Hamlet

23
11:00 Ko-

sher 
Cooking

1:00 Jewel-
ry Making 
for Nov-
ices

24
9:30 Western 

Art
12:00 

Bridge

25 26

27 28
1:00 Book 

Fund 
Event

29 30 31
9:30 Western 

Art

Daylight Savings Time starts Sunday, March 13; Purim, Sunday, March 20.
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Veteran in the Family?
Veterans are the pride of our country. The Tucson chapter wants to honor our 

veterans, those members and their spouses who served in the military, this 
coming Veterans Day. It’s an honor to be a veteran and we want to honor you. 
If you or your significant other hasn’t submitted your name, please contact 
Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com or 299-3788. 
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Bangladeshi Student Charity
Nafiz Ahmed holds up crisp white T-shirts printed with a tree 

bearing books instead of fruit and explains he is selling them to 

help kids in his native Bangladesh. “Many kids are orphans or 

have parents who are beggars or factory workers,” says Ahmed, 

who goes by Fizz (short for Nafiz).

This past summer, Fizz visited the Notre Dame Literacy School in 

Dhaka, which educates between 300 and 400 children at any given 

time. Kids are picked up off the streets, taken to a tiny classroom, 

given books, and taught lessons. “The entire thing runs on dona-

tions,” says Fizz. “I really wanted to get involved.” Proceeds from the 

T-shirts are sent to the Literacy School and used to purchase books.

The impetus to do something came when he was photograph-

ing a Brandeis event on human trafficking. One of the speakers 

had started her own NGO, which led Fizz to think about his own 

resources and talents.

Students working to raise money and awareness for a myriad 

of causes is standard fare at Brandeis. Lectures and classes 

abound on issues of inequality, poverty, and discrimination. 

World-of-Work Stipends
From the U.S. State Department in Krakow, Poland, to the 

New England Aquarium Penguin Colony in Boston, students 

taking part in the Hiatt Career Center’s World-of-Work (WOW) 

internship funding program are following their career passions 

by learning new skills, enhancing their academics, and getting 

on-the-job experience.

Now in its fourth year, the WOW program awards $3,500 

stipends to Brandeis undergraduates who pursue summer in-

ternships at organizations that are unable to provide salaries.

Jackie Kopyt, assistant director of career development at the 

Hiatt Career Center and the WOW program coordinator, says 

students are only limited by their imaginations.

“In 2010 alone, we had WOW recipients in 15 different 

countries and over 20 different industries including banking, 

laboratory research, human and social services, law, health care, 

and the arts,” Kopyt says. 
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