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60
Years

Keep Your Membership
Our new fiscal year began July 1, and it is renewal time for BNC membership. We ap-

preciate your continued philanthropic support of the students and faculty of Brandeis 
University and its libraries. Keep your membership so you stay up to date with our chapter. 
To pay your dues ($60 individual, $100 couple, $85 “Gold,” and $125 “Platinum”), mail a 
check made out to BNC to Betty Jane Koppel, 7531 E Calle Brisas, Tucson, AZ 85750. 
For questions about dues, contact Betty at BettyKoppel@aol.com or 296-1215. 

Brandeis Life-long Learning

Old Courses Return

New Courses Appear

Academics, games, eating, and More

Study group guide arrives after labor day.

Exciting 
Study Groups For 2012–2013 

Tucson Chapter

Your Big Chance to Make an Impact
Rarely are we given an opportunity to make a change for the better in the world. The 

Sustaining the Mind: Scientific Research and Scholarships fund-raising effort of the 
Brandeis National Committee is your opportunity to make an impact in research and 
scholarship support for basic research in neurodegenerative diseases.

Donate just $1,000 in one academic year and have your name appear in BNC’s Web 
site if you wish.

A gift of $5,000 in an academic year will also have the donor’s name appear on the 
BNC’s Major Donor Tribute Wall in the foyer of the Goldfarb Library at Brandeis.

Those who can afford $10,000 or more in one academic year will receive the above plus periodic stewardship 
letters with information about the neuroscience and neurodegenerative disease research taking place at Brandeis 
and about a student in the sciences who receives scholarship support.

Contact chapter president Lynn Cramer, LCramer8@aol.com or 989-3107 for further information.
Give now, give more, and make your mark on the future of mankind. 

Albert Einstein: “The 
value of a man resides 
in what he gives and not 
in what he is capable of 
receiving.”



make each member, old or new, feel welcome. Emphasis 
should be on the positive. You will feel better about your-
self, and we will feel and function better as a chapter. Leave 
your “boiler” at home. LET US MOVE FULL STEAM AHEAD 
THIS YEAR AND MAKE IT SPECIAL FOR ALL OF US.

Remember to watch for your Study Group Guide for 
courses which will arrive just after Labor Day. For those of 
you who are out of town, the complete guide can be found 
on line by visiting our Web site at www.TucsonBNC.org and 
clicking on “Newsletter.”

Also make sure to go to our Web site for your purchases 
from Amazon. Every dollar counts, and your purchases, 
electronic books, bed sheets, shoes, etc., all add up to 
additional dollars for our Sustaining the Mind campaign.

Did you realize that Brandeis University was built in 1948, 
the same year as the founding of the State of Israel? By 
now, you should have realized our chapter is one of the 
oldest in the country. We are 60 years young. 
We have great programs planned for you this 
year and some wildly interesting speakers. 
Keep in touch with us with Facebook, e-mails, 
and our Web site. Read and save your bulletins. 
If you know of any business that would like to 
underwrite some of our printing costs, please 
call me or one of your officers.

Have a great summer. To our winter visitors, 
come back to us soon. We miss you.

Lynn Cramer, President 

From the President
Our chapter scored big at the national 

meeting this month with two of our 
officers on the Brandeis National Com-
mittee’s National Executive Board. Many 
chapters have no representation. It is 
sometimes difficult to see the whole 
picture and the impact a decision makes 
nationwide as opposed to thinking in 

terms of a local need or want. Steve Seltzer is VP of Learning 
Opportunities, and I have asked to be with him to develop 
new venues for the usage of national materials.

Like many of you, I use the summer to play catch-up on 
my reading of books purchased during the year, but did 
not find the time to enjoy them while attending so many 
great Brandeis courses. We should all be looking forward 
to the release of the new Study Group Guide and choose 
as many courses as will fit into our schedules.

We will continue to work with the JCC in developing 
programming for younger adults with children. Many 
chapters are doing the same type of projects to attract 
young women and men with school-age children into our 
chapters. 

While attending a meeting on the East Coast, a presenta-
tion by a steamboat company mentioned colorful figures 
of speech associated with the steamboat era. One such 
expression appears to fit into some of our e-mails and 
meetings. The vessels’ huge paddle wheels were powered 
by steam, and since the pressure inside the steam boilers 
tended to get too high from time to time, it had to be re-
lieved through check valves. Relieving that pressure was 
called “letting off steam,” and it comes to describe the 
human emotion of getting rid of tension.

Many of us speak before we have time to reflect on our 
words, and we act before we reflect on our actions. Let us 
all take a step back from that which bothers us and think of 
the listener or observer of our conversations and actions. 
Would we act differently? Would we word our conversa-
tions more carefully so as to say what we mean in a more 
diplomatically phrased fashion? In attending meetings of 
the board and our general meetings, dinners, and events, 
I ask each of you to step back and think of the positive 
impact that you can make on the person next to you. The 
“in” phrase is PASS IT ON. We need to reach out and pres-
ent ourselves as inviting conversation. This year, we gained 
many new members. We need to identify ourselves and 

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
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M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e

In Memoriam
Member, Harold Bongarten

Condolences
Tucson Chapter  

sends its condolences to Dixie Dany on the 
loss of her husband George

Donna Elorriaga on the loss of her husband 
Frank.

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your Member-

ship Directory (changes underlined):
Louise Brooks 3010 E 6th St #38 85716 638-6460
  © 504-908-3020
Barbara Danes  barbara.befferman@gmail.com
Mary Jane Delfs-Hunter & Charles
 Hunter 6651 N Campbell Ave #209 85712
  395-0376
Barbara Harow 2001 W Rudasill Rd #8307 85704 219-0818
Nancy Kupers  NKupers1@msn.com 

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 

our chapter. Add them to your Membership Directory:
Fay Green 7577 E Placita de la Prosa 85750
  903-316-9056
  faygie75703@yahoo.com
Jill & Dr. Herschel  7299 E Stone Canyon Dr 85750 299-1134
 Rosenzweig  JRose006@gmail.com

New members are the life of our chapter. When you see 
new members at a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, 
welcome them warmly. 

We Wish Our Members…
The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 

of BNC wish:
Bertie L. Herz Mazal tov on your grandson’s Bar Mitzvah
Marcia Hirsh Condolence on the loss of your brother
Ginger Linde A speedy recovery.
Harriet Kronman A speedy recovery.
Shelly Picus A speedy recovery.
Terrie Sherman & Congratulations on the engagement of
 Judy Sherman  your son and grandson.
Rosealie & Herb Siegel

 Congratulations on your 60th anniversary!
Meg Sivitz A speedy recovery.

If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact 
Sunshine chair Helene Feldman, 2bachummingbird@q.
com or 398-9666. A card will be sent and an acknowledg-
ment will appear in the bulletin. 

Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Assistant Editor 615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message) ...520-747-3224
Chapter Web site ............................www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail ................................ BNCTucson@gmail.com
Chapter Facebook site ....... http://www.facebook.com/
 pages/BNCTucson/115524478528080

Barbara Danes
Barbara.Befferman@gmail.com

638-6375
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Just Who Was Brandeis?
And why did they name a university for him?
Louis Dembitz Brandeis (1856–1941), a Jewish native of Louisville, Kentucky, graduated 

Harvard Law School at the age of twenty with the highest grade average in the college’s history. 
He became a lawyer in Boston, recognized for his legal work in progressive social causes. He 
was known as the “People’s Lawyer” and the father of our concept of personal rights.

He also became active in the Zionist movement, seeing it as a solution to anti-Semitism in 
Europe and Russia, while at the same time being a way to “revive the Jewish spirit.”

In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson nominated Brandeis to become the first Jewish member 
of the U.S. Supreme Court. His opinions were, according to legal scholars, some of the great-
est defenses of freedom of speech and the right to privacy ever written by a member of the 

Supreme Court. Justice William O. Douglas wrote that Brandeis was “incorruptible.”
Founded in 1948, Brandeis University was named for the justice because the university reflects the ideals of academic 

excellence and social justice he personified, adding nonsectarianism and service to the community as its mission. 
Pride in his spirit guides members of the BNC in their volunteerism, community service, and philanthropy. 

Support the sponsors  
of our 2012 Book & Author events.

Visit our advertisers  
and the photo gallery  

at www.Tucsonbnc.org.
Just click at the top of the page.

Our chapter president, Lynn Cramer, is now on the 
National Executive Committee (NEC) of the Brandeis 
National Committee, the second active member of the 
NEC from our chapter! This demonstrates the quality 
of the members here in Tucson. We should be proud, 
and all should congratulate her. 
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One of a Kind
There are many other philanthropic organizations, 

but the Brandeis National Committee is unique. We 
support the only nonsectarian university founded by 
the American Jewish community.

Enrich your life while you help the students of today 
who will become the leaders of tomorrow. Pay your 
annual dues and bring in friends as new members.

Contact Betty Jane Koppel, BettyKoppel@aol.com 
or 296-1215. 

The Tucson Chapter’s endowed scholarship to 
Brandeis for a Southern Arizona student now totals 
$170,720.56, the interest from which goes towards 
the scholarship!

Our Book & Author events have raised over $19,000 
for the Sustain the Mind campaign! 



Sixtieth Birthday Special
Opening Meeting and 60th Birthday Special

 Monday, October 29
——————
Special Event

Sunday Evening,  
October 30

See Mailed Bulletin Insert
or Last Page On Line

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distin-

guished liberal arts and research university founded by the 

American Jewish community. Its membership is connected 

to the university through fund-raising and through activities 

that reflect the values on which the university was founded: 

academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and 

service to the community. 

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

• Go to www.tucsonbnc.org. 
• Fill out the Amazon search box on the left.
• Buy anything from Amazon.
• The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
 Amazon purchases made this way.

Community Service 
The Tucson Chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service chair, reminds 

us to bring to every chapter event, meeting, and Study 
Group any of the following: household items (bedding 
and pillows must be new); women’s clothing; supplies and 
clothing for infants, toddlers, and children; hotel toiletries; 
and personal care items for the Emerge! Center Against 
Domestic Abuse.

 If you are interested in knitting or crocheting hats for 
premature and newborn infants, contact Marilyn Lobell.

 Bring books in good condition for elementary grades to 
donate to a needy public school and packaged food for the 
Community Food Bank.

The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse needs new 
socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or to make a do-
nation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com or 
615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

EDF Fellows Meeting
EDF Fellows, will hold its first lunch meeting on 

Monday, October 15, a week late because of Jewish holi-
days, from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the 
Viscount Hotel. The speaker is yet 
to be chosen.

Any man in Tucson is cordially in-
vited to attend, join the fellowship, 
and enjoy the fascinating speakers. 
Members are encouraged to bring 
guests.

Lunch is $20. For more information, contact Steve Selt-
zer, 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com, Howard Schwartz, 
615-2915, howtru3@comcast.net, or Tom Herz, 745-
5852, tghmkh@mindspring.com. 
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Tucson Chapter Newsletter
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Copy Editor ........................................................Beverly Fine
Proofreaders ........................Soralé Fortman, Janet Seltzer
Circulation .............................................................Fern Feder

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The newsletter is published from August through April. The 
deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Officers
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
Vice-president Book Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meg Sivitz
Vice-president Publications. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Seltzer
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Natalie Smith
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Betty Jane Koppel
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aimee Doctoroff
Advisors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Soralé Fortman, Elaine Lisberg
Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 747-
3224 or e-mail us at BNCTucson@gmail.com 

2012–2013

Tucson Chapter Calendar
Board Meeting*  Monday, September 10
Board Meeting*  Wednesday, October 3
60th Birthday Special Monday evening, October 29
Opening-60th Birthday Event Tuesday, October 30
Board Meeting*  Monday, November 3
Hanukkah Party  Sunday, December 2
Board Meeting*  Monday, December 3
Xmas Eve Party  Monday, December 24
Board Meeting*  Monday, January 7
University on Wheels January TBD
Used Book Sale  January 17–27
Board Meeting*  Monday, February 4
Chinese New Year’s Brunch Sunday, February 10
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 4
Book & Author Soirée Wednesday, March 6
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, March 7
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 8
Closing Lunch, Installation, & Recognition Monday, April 22
Board Meeting–Planning Meeting* Monday, May 6
*Board Meetings locations to be announced 

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Meet Your Study 
Group Leader

Edward Alan Katz was born in Man-
hattan in 1940 and grew up on the 
Lower East Side, attending Seward Park 
High School. Majoring in English, he 
earned a BA from City College, an MA 
from the University of Colorado, and a 
PhD from New York University.

While most of his career was spent 
teaching English in the New York City 

public schools, Eddie worked for a number of years as a 
speechwriter for SCM Corporation (formerly Smith Co-
rona). He also did gigs as a New York City tour bus guide 
for Gray Line.

Eddie and his wife Harriet moved to Tucson after having 
been captured by the beauty of the desert and the acces-
sibility of cultural institutions in town.

In 2003, while still teaching, he started a business called 
“Joys of Shakespeare.” His clients were in elder residences 
throughout the New York City metropolitan area. The 
program involved residents reading scenes from Shake-
speare’s most enjoyable plays. The discussions centered 
on looking at life’s issues through the lens of those plays. It 
is this approach that is used in the Brandeis Study Groups.

The initial 2011 Study Group discussed Hamlet, and in 
2012 we explored Much Ado About Nothing.

The upcoming 2013 study group will deal with The Mer-
chant of Venice. Dr. Katz says: “This play always provokes a 
robust and often contentious exchange of opinions; how-
ever, it also testifies to Shakespeare’s genius in dramatizing 
the enduring dilemmas of the human condition.” The group 
will run eight weekly Wednesdays starting January 9. 
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Have Fun
Keep Busy in the Summer

Air Conditioning
Great Company

Come to the Book Depot
Contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, 615-4739.
 



Spring Installation and Recognition
A great time was had by all who came to the lovely home of Marilyn Lobell for our Spring 

Happy Hour, followed by the installation of our new officers and board, “musically” conducted 
by Soralé Fortman. Karen Loeb then thanked her Study Group team and all of the leaders of 
this past year’s Study Groups. 

Single Women Study Group This Fall
Among the new Study Groups this fall will be the Single Women’s Circle led by Sandy Rollin, meeting at Skyline 

Country Club for lunch on the second Friday of each month and dinner the first Saturday monthly. Watch for your 
Study Guide at the beginning of September or contact Sandy Rollin, ssr1040@aol.com or 299-1400. 
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Tucson chapTer, Bnc
2012–2013 RosteR of ChapteR offiCeRs & BoaRd

Officers:
President ..................................... Linda Cramer
VP/Book Business ....................... Meg Sivitz
VP Publications ........................... Steve Seltzer
Recording Secretary ................... Natalie Smith
Financial Secretary ..................... Betty Jane Koppel
Treasurer: .................................... Arlene Zuckerman
Corresponding Secretary ........... Aimee Doctoroff
Advisors ....................................... Soralé Fortman
  .................................................. Elaine Lisberg

Chairs (Board):
Book & Author Events ............... (vacant)
 Authors ....................................... Sheila Rothenberg
 Soirée ..........................................
Book Fund Cards ......................... June Simmons
  .................................................. Kathy Cohen
Book Fund LRJs .......................... Barbara Danes
Book Sale Consultant ................. Libby Fischer
Budget: ........................................ Linda Cramer, Steve 

Seltzer, Meg Sivitz, Arlene & Marty Zuckerman, and Natalie 
Smith

Chief Information Officer .......... Marianne Taussig
Community Service .................... Marilyn Lobell
EDF .............................................. Steve Seltzer
Fall Opening Luncheon .............. Executive Committee, 

Susan Chaikin, Kathy Cohen, Donna Infield
High School Liaison .................... (vacant)
Membership Committee ............ Zelda Aaronson, Carol 

Cunin, Ruth Friedman, Harriet Katz, Betty Koppel, 
Marilyn Lobell, Helene Sbar, and Marianne Taussig

Bulletin Board Liaison ................ Meg Sivitz
Publicity ....................................... (vacant)
Shalom Tucson ............................ Membership Committee
Social Networking .................................Arlene S. Gray
Study Groups ......................................Karen Loeb
 Registrar................................... Nancy Garon
Sunshine ...................................... Helene Feldman
Records Keeper ........................... Fern Feder
Members At-large....................... Carol Cunin
  .................................................. Gail Isaacs
  .................................................. Harriet Katz
  .................................................. Roz Kroft
  .................................................. Rosealie Siegel

Nominating Committee: Frances Caspe, Diane Grau, 
Marilyn Lobell, Betty Scott, Rosealie Siegel, and Marianne 
Taussig

Honorary Members: All past Presidents and Incumbent 
Members of Regional and National Boards

Congratulate these people when you see them at Study 
Groups and events. 

Leaders Wanted
Intelligent People

Creative Thinkers and Workers  
for

Our Big Fund-raising Event

2013 Book & Author Events

(the Soirée and the Luncheon)

Contact Lynn Cramer,

LCramer8@aol.com or 989-3107.

Whooo Should Be Giving?
Are you looking for a safe investment? 
When you establish a gift annuity with 
Brandeis, you:

• receive an immediate and significant charitable 
tax deduction; 
• earn income from the gift at attractive rates for 
the remainder of your life (and the life of your 
spouse; 
• have your name permanently engraved on the 
Brandeis National Committee Tribute Wall on the 
Brandeis campus; 
• and accomplish your philanthropic goal of 
supporting Brandeis University, a world-class, 
nonsectarian university sponsored by the 
American Jewish community.
Minimum gift: $10,000

Your Age Return
65 4.7 percent
70 4.1 percent
75 5.8 percent
80 6.8 percent
85 7.8 percent
90+ 9.0 percent

Look Ahead  
Give Back&



Packers Wanted
The Book Depot needs volunteers to help pack 

books.

Schleppers Wanted
Many people want to donate books to us. We 

need people strong enough to pick up boxes of 
books.

Contact 
Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com or 615-4739. 

A Very Special

The Tucson Chapter and the Book Depot offers a heart-
felt thanks to Aaron Starobin for his special services. 

We unintentionally 
omitted Betty Scott 

and Roz Kroft as con-
tributors to the Book 

& Author events as 
Sommeliers

Many thanks to the volunteers at our Israel Festival 
booth, where we met potential members and sold 
books and comic books. Thanks to Susan Chaikin, 
Linda Cramer, Barbara Befferman Danes, Ruth 
Friedman, Arlene Gray, Linda Laden, Marilyn Lobell, 
Elaine Lisberg, and Karen Loeb.

We had a successful day. Brandeis University and 
Israel were founded in the same year, 1948, 64 years 
ago, so we celebrated together. 

See Our 
New Improved

Web Site.
Go to 

www.tucsonbnc.org.

lifelong learning, 

 lifelong friendships

Study Groups 
Because you are a BNC member, you are 
privileged to study with the best. Our members 
do it! Some do it several times a month. Some 
do it in several places. Some prefer just one. 
You can do it, too! 
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Next Board Meeting
Monday, August 27, 2012

10:00 a.m. to noon
Location  

to Be Determined
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.

Special Event at Gaslight Theatre
Wednesday, September 5, 7:00 PM

The Phantom of the Opera
Members $20, Nonmembers $25, Children $10

Optional Self-pay Meal at 6:00 PM

Contact Lynn Cramer, LCramer8@aol.com or 638-5909.
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Donor	 Message	 Recipient
Book Collection in Judaica

Brandeis	Friends	 Wishing	a	speedy	recovery	 Meg	Sivitz
Brandeis	Friends	 In	honor	of	your	appointment	to	BNC	National	Executive	Board	 Linda	Cramer

Learned Research Journal Folio
Brandeis	Friends	 In	memory	of	son-in-law,	Jon	Owens	 Marilyn	Peskin-Kaufman	&	Paul	Kaufman
Brandeis	Friends	 In	honor	of	your	60th	wedding	anniversary	 Rosealie	&	Herb	Siegel

Learned Research Journal
Brandeis	Friends	 Wishing	a	speedy	recovery	 Shelly	Picus
Brandeis	Friends	 Mazal	Tov	on	your	Honorary	Doctorate	of	Divinity	 Rabbi	Thomas	Louchheim
Brandeis	Friends	 In	memory	of	beloved	husband,	George	Dany	 Dixie	Dany
Doris	&	Larry	Chapman	 In	memory	of	Aunt	Marie	 Nick	Salvatore
Karen	Loeb	 Thank	you	to	the	Pearl	Mesta	of	Tucson	 Caryl	&	Aaron	Starobin
Sandy	Rollin	 In	memory	of	loving	father	and	husband,	Jerry	Sacks	 The	Sacks	Family
Harriet	Rosenstein	 In	memory	of	beloved	husband,	father,
	 	and	grandfather,	Al	Poll	 The	family	of	Al	Poll	

Express  Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending	 a	 Brandeis	 tribute	 card	 or	 a	 Learned	 Research	 Journal	 (LRJ)	 is	 a	 quick,	
meaningful,	 and	 philanthropic	 way	 to	 express	 support,	 congratulations,	 get-well	
wishes,	 sympathy,	 and	 appreciation.	 No	 more	 running	 to	 the	 store	 to	 find	 an		
appropriate	 card	 —	 just	 contact	 one	 of	 the	 names	 below.	The	 recipient	 is		
acknowledged	in	the	bulletin	so	others	can	learn	about	the	simchah	or	sorrow	and	respond.	
Show	you	care	—	send	a	Brandeis	card	or	LRJ.
Book	Fund	donations:
	 $5.50*	Philanthropy,	learning,	and	community	(or	six	for	$25)
	 $10.00*	All-Occasion	Stationery,	pack	of	ten	with	a	pen
	 $10.50*	Goldfarb	Library	at	night	(or	three	for	$25)
	 $14.00*	Brandeis	art	cards	(set	of	four	different	covers)
	 $18.50*	Louis	Dembitz	Brandeis	portrait	card
	 $36.50‡	Learned	Research	Journal
	 $56.50‡	Learned	Research	Journal	Folio
	 $100.00‡	Special	Book	Collection
	 $200.00‡	Research	Journal	File
*Contact	Book	Fund	co-chair,	June Simmons,	JuneSimmons@me.com	or	577-9836,	
or	Kathy Cohen,	KLCohen9620@gmail.com	or	329-8063.
‡Contact	Barbara Danes, Barbara.Befferman@gmail.com	or	638-6375.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
1:00 Con-

temp. 
Fiction

3:30 Water 
Aerobics

2 3 4

5 6 7 8
10:00 Page 

Turners
3:30 Water 

Aerobics

9 10 11

12 13
1:00 Lunch 

& Bridge

14 15
11:30 Mys-

tery Books 
3:30 Wa-
ter Aero-
bics

16 17 18

19 20 21 22
3:30 Water 

Aerobics

23 24 25

26 27
9:00 Exec. 

Board

28 29 3:30 Wa-
ter Aero-
bics

30 31

Monday, September 3, is Labor Day.
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Student Book
The book that all incoming Brandeis freshman will be reading this 

summer (the program is called the New Student Forum) is When the 
Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka, PEN/Faulkner Award Winning 
Author. The story, her first novel, is about the plight of Japanese-
Americans at the start of the second world war. In this lean and 
devastatingly evocative novel, Otsuka tells their story from five 
flawlessly realized points of view and conveys the exact emo-
tional texture of their experience.

This book of enormous power is a must read and, of course, 
we will have an event to hear the author speak (on a video), 

hear the students question her, and discuss the book. 
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OCTOBER 
29
Special 60th 
Birthday Party

SEPTEMBER 
5
Gaslight Theatre:  
Phantom of the 
Opera

OCTOBER 
30
Fall Opening 
Luncheon & 60th 
Birthday Party

2012 CALENDAR

What’s New at 
Brandeis University in Waltham?

www.brandeis.edu/news/index.html

Gates Foundation Awards Grant to Tackle Malaria
Donald Shepard, a Brandeis University professor at the Heller School’s Schneider Institutes for 

Health Policy, has received a three-year grant of nearly $500,000 from the Gates Foundation for a 
four-person team to conduct research in Kenya and Tanzania on whether an innovative wallpaper-like 
liner can help reduce the number of cases of malaria, and, if that’s the case, whether it will be cost-
effective. Shepard says: “The material releases insecticides over several years. It has been found to 
be quite efficacious, and the economics of it are where we come in.”

Shepard’s four-person team includes Elizabeth Glaser, a doctoral student at Heller; Sareh Khoshi (M.S. ’10), who 
will gather information in the US; and Aggrey Kihombo (Ph.D. ’04), an expert in economic analysis in health care and 
faculty member at Mzumbe University in Tanzania. Kihombo is a former student of Shepard’s.

Shepard estimates the new technology could prevent as many as 300,000 deaths annually.
The research builds on a study launched a few years ago. Recent data from results in Kenya found the insecticide-

treated liners cut malaria infections by 38 percent. Shepard’s 40 years of research and teaching focus on the areas of 
international health, incentives to improve overall performance of the health system, and cost-effectiveness analysis. 
He specializes in HIV, cardiovascular disease, malaria. and two other mosquito-borne illnesses. Shepard notes, “Malaria 
is one of the biggest killers in the world ... we’ve known how to treat it, but it’s only been in recent years that preven-
tion strategies have been implemented in a larger scale.” 
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