
Annual Used Book Sale  
at Foothills Mall

Grand Opening Thursday, January 17, at 5:00 p.m.
$10.00 Tax-Deductible Donation to Scholarship Fund  

for Grand Opening
First Choice of Collectibles and the Better Books

Regular Sales, Free Admission
Friday, January 18 to 27, During Mall Hours

Great Reading While Supporting a Great Philanthropy

Proceeds from this event  
benefit the Tucson Endowed Scholarship Fund  

to award scholarship support to worthy Brandeis students,  
with a preference for students from the Tucson metropolitan area.

Tucson
Chapter

Volume 12, Number 2 www.TucsonBNC.org February 2013

University on Wheels

Scott Edmiston  
Director, Brandeis Office of the Arts

“Truth or Beauty: The Need for Art in the 21st Century”

Thursday, February 7, 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.
Skyline Country Club

$18 Members, $20 Nonmembers
Elegant Breakfast Will Be Served

Please Bring Donations for the Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona.

Proceeds from This Event Benefit
Sustaining the Mind: Scientific Research and Scholarships for research and scholarships in neurodegenerative diseases of aging.

$13 Is Not Tax-Deductible

Make Your Reservation NOW (Please Print)

Name(s)  ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone______________________________________ E-mail  ___________________________________

_____ at $18       _____ at $20      Total Amount of Check $ _____ Made Out to BNC. 
Mail to: Arlene Zuckerman, 5448 N. Paseo del Sonoyta, Tucson, AZ 85750.



From the President
It is difficult for me to believe we are 

halfway through my second term as 
your president. It has been a real plea-
sure. We offer fantastic Study Groups 
that not only challenge us, but prove to 
be entertaining. Our group of men and 
women possess amazing talent. We 
have so many gifted artists, physicians, 

teachers, administrators, cooks, and professional business 
men and women. I have met so many beautiful people. 
The New Year opens to all of us a world of opportunity to 
serve others.

Meg needs workers at the depot and the Used Book Sale 
in the Foothills Mall. The depot is an on-going business. We 
are lucky to have Meg and Ron Sivitz, who work tirelessly 
at the depot. Please support it with your time and your 
donation of used books.

We are looking forward to the University on Wheels 
program, chaired by Sara Wisdom, featuring Scott Edmis-
ton, Director of the Brandeis Office of the Arts. Scott will 
speak on the need for art in the 21st century. It should 
prove to be an exciting program and brunch at Skyline 
Country Club.

Sheila Rothenberg has been busy getting the Book & 
Author Events started for this year by selecting four fantas-
tic authors for these programs. Jan Linn is working on PR 
and Elaine Lisberg is overseeing the project. These events 
deserve our support and participation. A committee of 
very dedicated people are working together to make this 
program happen.

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
We Wish Our Members…

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 
of BNC wish:
Sally Gershon A speedy recovery
Tom Newman A speedy recovery
Doris Roland A speedy recovery

If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact 
Sunshine chair Helene Feldman, 2bachummingbird@q.
com or 398-9666. A card will be sent and an acknowledg-
ment will appear in the bulletin. 

In Memoriam
Member Allen L. Baron. Also, we just learned 

Life Member Esther Levy died in 1997.

Condolences
Tucson Chapter sends its condolences to

Martha P. Baron on the loss of her husband 
Allen; Penny Benjamin, on the loss of her 

husband Robert; Rena Blum on the loss of 
her husband Gerald; Terri Freed on the loss 
of her mother; and Maxine Goldstein on the 

loss of her father.

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your Member-

ship Directory (changes underlined):
Roy Karon  RKaron@earthlink.net
Jacqueline 5419 E Francisco Loop 85712 323-9185
 Rosenfeld  howardmr@cox.net
Suzanne Schoen 5950 N Fountain Ave 308-4388
  #3102 85704 SBSchoen49@comcast.net

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 

our chapter. Add them to your Membership Directory:
Jennifer Carr 13790 E Redington Rd 85749 760-5776
  JCarrart@gmail.com
Shelley Sandler 542 W Flaxen Dr OV 85755 575-0275
 (Alan)  ShelleySandler@hotmail.com

New members are the life of our chapter. When you see 
new members at a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, 
welcome them warmly. 

Betty Franks
Former Tucson Chapter president 

Betty Franks had moved back to Chi-
cago to be near her family because of 
medical problems. She passed away in 
December.

Betty was an active member for all her 
years in Tucson. Before she left for Chicago, she was 
a regular worker at the Book Depot. 

Continued at the bottom of page 3
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Coming Soon: The 17th Annual Book & Author Events 

Set aside Wednesday, March 6, and Thursday, March 7, because your Book & Author Committee is putting to-
gether another spectacular dinner and luncheon, where you will get to meet and hear four outstanding authors.

On March 6, the committee will host the Dine with the Stars Soirée, an elegant dinner at Skyline Country Club’s 
Crown Room, where you can informally sit and chat with the authors while admiring the lights of Tucson at night.

March 7 heralds an extravagant luncheon at Skyline, plus book sales and signings, boutiques, and enthralling talks 
by the authors.

To whet your appetite, below are author bios. The invitations are in the mail. Get your order in early. 
Naomi Benaron’s debut novel, Running the Rift, is the winner of the 2010 Barbara Kingsolver Bellwether 

Prize for Socially Engaged Fiction. Her stunningly engrossing story is about a young Tutsi boy coming of 
age during the years leading up to the genocide in Rwanda. Benaron’s short story collection, Love Letters 
from a Fat Man, won the 2006 Sharat Chandra Prize for fiction. 

Craig Johnson is the author of eight novels in the Sheriff Walt Longmire mystery 
series, which have garnered numerous awards. Among them are the Western Writ-
ers of America’s Spur Award and the French Le Prix du Polar Nouvel Observateur/

Bibliobs. Two of the books were New York Times best-sellers. His Walt Longmire novels are the 
inspiration for the cable television hit, Longmire, which generated the highest ratings of any A&E 
series during the 2011-12 season. Johnson lives in Ucross, Wyoming, population 25.

Jonathan Tropper is the internationally bestselling author of six novels — Plan B, The Book of Joe, Ev-
erything Changes, How to Talk to a Widower, This Is Where I Leave You, and his current work, One Last Thing 
Before I Go — which have been translated into more than twenty languages. He is also a screenwriter and 
the co-creator and executive producer of the HBO/Cinemax television show Banshee, which will air on 
Cinemax in 2013.

Tom Zoellner is the author of five nonfiction books, including A Safeway In Arizona: What 
the Gabrielle Giffords Shooting Tells Us About the Grand Canyon State and Life in America. He 

was also the co-author of the New York Times best-seller, An Ordinary Man,  the gripping story of the 
hotelkeeper whose courageous acts were featured in the film, Hotel Rwanda. A Tucson native, Zoellner 
has worked as a reporter for the San Francisco Chronicle and The Arizona Republic and is now an associate 
professor of English at Chapman University in Los Angeles.

Peter Likins, this year’s moderator, has had a distinguished academic career serving as 
professor, dean, provost, and president at UCLA and Columbia and Lehigh Universities, culminating in 
a nine-year tenure as president of the University of Arizona. Last year’s attendees will recall Dr. Likins’ 
captivating talk about his book, A New American Family: A Love Story, in which he wrote about his wife 
Patricia and the six “unadoptable” children they adopted in the 1960s.

Let your friends know that these exciting events are coming and suggest they make plans now to join 
you at them. The Soirée, in particular, is an opportunity to mix with these fascinatingly wide-ranging 

authors while enjoying a wonderful meal and the special entertainment. 

Benaron

Johnson

Tropper

Zoellner

Likins

The new year may be just starting, but we already are getting into full swing with most of our winter visitors settled 
into their Tucson homes. Our intergenerational program is progressing with not only a reading program, but a cooking 
program planned for the new year. 

Our main purpose as an organization is to raise funds for Brandeis University. The Sustaining the Mind campaign 
speaks for itself. We all need to give from our heart so research may find a cure for many of the mind-altering condi-
tions that seem to occur as we age. Getting older may have its pains and discomforts, but seeing the world change 
and evolve is worth every moment we are granted.

Have a great new year. Join us for our many programs.
Lynn Cramer, Tucson Chapter President 

President’s Letter continued from page 2
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From the Prez
As BNC members, you care about 

Brandeis — its achievements, future, 
and community. That’s why we 
are launching a bold new way of 
communicating with you. Within 
Brandeis Magazine, the university’s 
flagship publication, you will find 
all the information you used to en-
joy reading in our newsletter. And 
now, you will also have access to a 
deeper and broader range of stories 
about the university, from news 

about faculty achievements and campus developments 
to features about alumni and students.

After you catch up on news about our chapters, our 
Sustaining the Mind campaign, and other BNC initiatives, 
please take time to explore the global Brandeis community 
you’ll discover in the alumni magazine’s pages. You’ll find 
the stories not only affirm, but deepen, your commitment 
to the university and its aspirations.

We welcome your feedback. Please let us know what you 
think about our new approach.

Cordially,
Leslie Pearlstein, National President 

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

• Go to www.tucsonbnc.org. 
• Fill out the Amazon search box on the left.
• Buy anything from Amazon.
• The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
 Amazon purchases made this way.

Community Service/ 
Social Justice

The Tucson Chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service chair, reminds 

us to bring to every chapter event, meeting, and Study 
Group any of the following: household items (bedding 
and pillows must be new); women’s clothing; supplies and 
clothing for infants, toddlers, and children; hotel toiletries; 
and personal care items for the Emerge! Center Against 
Domestic Abuse.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or to make a dona-
tion, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com or 
615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

EDF Fellows Meeting
Our men’s group, the EDF Fellows, will hold its next 

lunch meeting on Monday, February 11, from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. at the Viscount Hotel.

The speaker will be Dr. Michael 
Diesenhouse, discussing on new 
techniques in cataract surgery.

Any man in Tucson is cordially in-
vited to attend, join the fellowship, 
and enjoy the fascinating speakers. 
Members are encouraged to bring 
guests.

Lunch is $20. For more informa-
tion, contact Steve Seltzer, 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.
com, Howard Schwartz, 615-2915, howtru3@comcast.
net, or Tom Herz, 745-5852, tghmkh@mindspring.
com. 
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Meet Your Board

Tucson Chapter Newsletter
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Copy Editor ........................................................Beverly Fine
Proofreaders ........................Soralé Fortman, Janet Seltzer
Circulation .............................................................Fern Feder

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The newsletter is published from August through April. The 
deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Officers
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
Vice-president Book Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meg Sivitz
Vice-president Publications. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Seltzer
Vice-president Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Loeb
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Natalie Smith
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Betty Jane Koppel
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman
Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg
Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 747-
3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucson@gmail.com 

2013

Tucson Chapter Calendar
Used Book Sale Grand Opening Thursday, January 17
Used Book Sale, Foothills Mall January 18–27
Board Meeting*  Monday, February 4
University on Wheels Thursday, February 7
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 4
Book & Author Soirée Wednesday, March 6
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, March 7
Book Fund Event  late March
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 8
Closing Lunch, Installation, & Recognition Monday, April 22
Board Meeting–Planning Meeting* Monday, May 6
*Board Meetings meet at the Dusenberry Library 

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, Aimee Doctoroff went to sum-
mer camps in Wisconsin, to Mount Holyoke College for 
two years, then to Columbia University School of Nursing. 
She received her masters degree from the University of 
Connecticut in Human Development and Family Relations.

Aimee then worked as a Clinical Nurse Specialist (similar 
to a nurse practitioner) in psychiatry for a private practice, 
providing psychotherapy (individual, couples, family, and 
many groups) in central Connecticut; Plymouth, Massa-
chusetts; and Cape Cod.

She met her husband Stephen when he was doing his 
medical residency at Columbia. They met over her patient, 
who was being resuscitated (really!). Stephen was super-
vising the intern, while she was observing the procedure. 
Stephen practiced cardiology for many years. After closing 
his practice in Connecticut and moving to the Boston area 
to be closer to children and grandchildren, he did some 
part-time work at a practice in California and taught at Tufts 
Medical School in Boston. Aimee and Stephen have three 
children and four grandchildren.

The first time Aimee and Stephen vacationed in Tucson, 
Aimee knew this was where she was meant to be. They 
rented for the winter for four years and then bought their 
home. They are now full-time residents here, having sold 
their home in Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

Stephen loves the time to golf and read now that he no 
longer works (and is no longer sleep-deprived). He attends 
and enjoys EDF and the Brandeis Men’s Book Discussion 
Group. 

Fortunately, the Doctoroffs have been able to do a fair 
amount of traveling, having seen much of America on 
cross-country drives between Boston and Tucson. They’ve 
also visited many European countries, Australia, New Zea-
land, Alaska, and the Caribbean. Their most recent adven-
ture was traveling to the Far East with their nephew in his 
corporate jet, seeing Sydney, Singapore, Hanoi, Seoul, and 
Tokyo in 12 days, a fabulous (and exhausting) time. They 
hope to experience an African safari in the next year or two.

Aimee loves reading and knitting. She is thinking of try-
ing horseback riding soon (it is Tucson!). The Doctoroffs 
enjoy spending time with good friends and family. Aimee 
also loves time to do nothing, such a luxury after working 
with so many people for many years.

Aimee thanks Susan Chaikin for bringing her into the 
BNC. Susan strongly encouraged Aimee to join, and Ai-
mee is very glad she did! Aimee serves as Corresponding 
Secretary this year and has worked at the book sale. She 
finds the Tucson BNC to be very warm and welcoming. 
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Come to The Loft Theater from February 1 through 
March 5 and see our lovely ad for the Book & Author 
Events on the big screen! In January, the Book Sale 
is on screen. 

Are you seeing this colorful floral arrangement in 
black, white, and gray? If so, you should be receiving 
the bulletin by e-mail to appreciate all the colors in 
our publication.

Contact Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com, to see 
our bulletin in glorious color. 

C  O  L  O  R

Cooking Class
The Artisan Bread Study Group was oversubscribed, so facilitator Harriet Kronman held a second class at the 

home of Janet Seltzer. 

What Else Authors Do
By Sheila Rothenberg

You may recall author Joseph Finder, a mystery writer who appeared at our 2010 Book 
& Author events. He has been doing more than writing. Recently, in a note to me (and 
thousands, I’m sure, of his other readers), he sent this message, which emphasizes the 
importance of reading in our lives.

“This November I was fortunate to go on a USO tour of American military bases as part 
of Operation Thriller III. Along with four other members of the International Thriller Writers 
(Michael Connelly, Kathleen Antrim, Andy Harp, and Brad Meltzer) we traveled to Kuwait, 
Turkey, and other countries in the Middle East and Southwest Asia.

“I want to thank our remarkable troops for all they do to keep us safe. It was one of the great experiences of 
my life, and I thank all the men and women who serve. I’ve made a donation to the Wounded Warrior Project in 
honor of my readers.”

In this bulletin, you can read about the authors chosen by our Book & Author committee to appear this March. 
You don’t want to miss out on this fabulous experience, so make sure to get your response in early. 

Tucson Chapter, BNC February 2013 Page 6



Coco Tirambulo: Our Scholarship Student
Coco visited the Brandeis Book Depot on December 20. After working with some of our volunteers, they all 

went out for lunch. 
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Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Assistant Editor 615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message) ...520-747-3224
Chapter Web site ............................www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail ................................ BNCTucson@gmail.com
Chapter Facebook site ....... http://www.facebook.com/
pages/BNCTucson/115524478528080

Next Board Meeting
Monday, February 4, 2013

10:00 a.m. to noon
Dusenberry Library

5605 East River Road at Craycroft Road
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.
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Donor	 Message	 Recipient
Learned Research Journal Folio

Contemporary	Fiction	Study
	 Study	Group	 For	a	speedy	recovery	 Doris	Roland

Learned Research Journal
Brandeis	Friends	 In	memory	of	Betty	Franks	 Family	of	Betty	Franks
Brandeis	Friends	 In	memory	of	your	mother	 Terri	Freed
Brandeis	Friends	 In	memory	of	your	father	 Maxine	Goldstein
Brandeis	Friends	 For	a	speedy	recovery	 Doris	Roland	

Express  Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending	 a	 Brandeis	 tribute	 card	 or	 a	 Learned	 Research	 Journal	 (LRJ)	 is	 a	 quick,	
meaningful,	 and	 philanthropic	 way	 to	 express	 support,	 congratulations,	 get-well	
wishes,	 sympathy,	 and	 appreciation.	 No	 more	 running	 to	 the	 store	 to	 find	 an		
appropriate	 card	 —	 just	 contact	 one	 of	 the	 names	 below.	The	 recipient	 is		
acknowledged	in	the	bulletin	so	others	can	learn	about	the	simchah	or	sorrow	and	respond.	
Show	you	care	—	send	a	Brandeis	card	or	LRJ.
Book	Fund	donations:
	 $5.50*	Philanthropy,	learning,	and	community	(or	six	for	$25)
	 $10.00*	All-Occasion	Stationery,	pack	of	ten	with	a	pen
	 $10.50*	Goldfarb	Library	at	night	(or	three	for	$25)
	 $14.00*	Brandeis	art	cards	(set	of	four	different	covers)
	 $18.50*	Louis	Dembitz	Brandeis	portrait	card
	 $36.50‡	Learned	Research	Journal
	 $56.50‡	Learned	Research	Journal	Folio
	 $100.00‡	Special	Book	Collection
	 $200.00‡	Research	Journal	File
*Contact	Book	Fund	co-chair,	June Simmons,	JuneSimmons@me.com	or	577-9836,	
or	Kathy Cohen,	KLCohen9620@gmail.com	or	329-8063.
‡Contact	Barbara Danes, Barbara.Befferman@gmail.com	or	638-6375.

Simchas ׂש�מ�חֹות
Simchas are happy occasions.

Celebrate your joy by making a donation to our
 Book Fund or Research Journals listed above.



Tucson Chapter Calendar February 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
5:30 
Women’s 

Circle A
3 4

10 Board 
Mtg

1 Intermed 
Bridge

1:30 Medi-
tation

5
1:30 4 S’s

6
1 Contemp. 

Fiction 
1:30 Men’s 

Books 
2 Merchant 

of Venice

7
9:30 Rede-

signing
1:30 Immor-

tal Holly-
wood

8
12:30 

Women’s 
Circle B

9

10
10 Books & 

Bagels

11
Noon EDF

12
1:30 4 S’s
7 pm Public 

Policy
Lincoln’s 

Birthday

13
10 Page 

Turners
Noon Eth-

nic Lunch 
2 Merchant 

of Venice

14
9:30 Rede-

signing
1 Art Scene
Valentine’s 

Day

15 16

17
10 Matinée 

Theatre

18
1 Intermed 

Bridge
1 Desert 

Garden-
ing

President’s 
Day

19
1 Foreign 

Film
7 pm Fabu-

lous Flicks

20
Noon Mys-

tery Books 
12:30 Lady 

Boomers
2 Merchant 

of Venice

21
3 Louis 

Brandeis

22
Wash-

ington’s 
Birthday

23

24
Purim

25 26
1:30 4 S’s

27
10 Tourist in 

Your Town
1 Jewelry 

Making
2 Merchant 

of Venice

28
1 Behind 

Scenes

Lincoln’s Birthday, February 12; Valentine’s Day, February 14; President’s Day, February 18; Washington’s Birthday, 
February 22; Purim, February 24

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished liberal 

arts and research university founded by the American Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the university through 

fund-raising and through activities that reflect the values on which the university was founded: academic excellence, social 

justice, nonsectarianism, and service to the community. 
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FEBRUARY 
7
University on 
Wheels, Skyline 
Country Club

JANUARY 
18-27
Used Book Sale, 
Foothills Mall

MARCH 6
Book & Author 
Soirée
MARCH 7
Book & Author 
Luncheon

2013 CALENDAR

What’s New at 
Brandeis University in Waltham?

www.brandeis.edu/news/index.html

Ancient Wine Vessel Found in North Israel
The Tel Kabri palace, built some 3,850 years ago and located today in Israel’s north, was first discovered in the 1950s. 

A vessel found in one of the rooms strengthens the hypothesis that it was designed for special events.
In the center of one of the rooms in the western wing of the large palace in Tzipori, which graced 

the top of Tel Kabri in Israel’s north, a large shard of Bronze Age pottery was recently discovered. The 
vessel had two handles and was glazed white with red ornamentation, but it was the contents of the 
vessel that interested the researchers. After it was sent to the lab of Prof. Andrew Koh at Brandeis 
University, it was discovered to have contained red wine. By its dimensions, one could assume it had 
held many gallons, one of the researchers, Dr. Assaf Yasur-Landau of Haifa University, said. With it, the 
palace’s owners could serve their guests drinks at large banquets.

The wine vessel was found in a beautiful room in the western wing of the edifice. The floor had a yellow and white 
checkered design adorned by floral paintings of irises and colchicum plants. These findings, adds Dr. Yasur-Landau, 
strengthen the hypothesis that the room was designated for special events.

The Tel Kabri palace, located a short distance from Kibbutz Kabri, is from the Middle Bronze Age. The building held 
up to the elements for 300 years. At one time, it sprawled over 20,000 square feet and was at least two stories high. 
The site was discovered in 1950, and in excavations during the 50s and 60s, the palace was revealed.

The site was ruled by Canaanites, who developed vast commercial ties with the neighboring nations. The Canaanites 
exhibited a unique aesthetic taste, as shown in the art and design throughout this ancient palace. 
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