
President..............................................Lynn.Cramer*
VP/Book.Business......................................Meg.Sivitz*
VP/Publications................................... Steve.Seltzer*
Co-VP/Study.Groups..........................Kathy.Cohen
. . ...........................................................Fran.Caspe
VP/Membership...........................Brenda.Schneider
Recording.Secretary.......................... Natalie.Smith*

Treasurer.....................................Arlene.Zuckerman*
Financial.Secretary................... Betty.Jane.Koppel*
Corresponding.Secretary................. Aimee.Doctoroff*
Advisor.................................................Elaine.Lisberg*
Nominating.Committee:.Barbara.Danes,.Ruth.
Friedman,.Maxine.Goldstein,.Jan.Linn,.Betty.
Scott,.and.Meg.Sivitz

Spring Luncheon and Installation of  Officers
The nominating committee, chaired by Betty Scott, has proposed the following people as officers. An asterisk 

indicates that the person is staying in office. Members can make additional nominations from the floor at the 
event. 

Come to the Spring Meeting, 
Installation, and Recognition Luncheon

Monday, April 15, 11:30 A.M.
Acacia Restaurant, 3001 East Skyline Drive

Chapter Member Marsha Foresman, Deputy Prison Warden,
Speaking on ”My Career in the U.S. Prison System”

Chicken salad with apricots, apples, celery, grapes, and almonds on a toasted croissant 
served with side salad,  

or Linguine with sun-dried plum tomatoes and basil pesto
Warm focaccia, iced tea, soft drinks, coffee, and hot tea

Sorbet served with fresh berries

Proceeds from this event will benefit Sustaining the Mind: Scientific Research and Scholarships

Bring hotel toiletries, new undergarments, and children’s books in good condition  
for our Community Service/Social Justice program.

Tucson
Chapter

Volume 12, Number 4 www.TucsonBNC.org April 2013

I am excited to come to the Spring Luncheon to congratulate our new officers, new members,
volunteers, and Study Group leaders.

Name(s)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone  ______________________________ E-mail _________________________________________________________

Number of meal choice: _____chicken salad; _____Linguine

_____ @ $20 = Total $ _____ made out to BNC ($2 per reservation is tax- deductible)  
and mailed to Arlene Zuckerman, 5448 N. Paseo del Sonoyta, Tucson, AZ 85750, by April 11.



From the President
It’s been a busy two months! Many 

thanks to Sara Wisdom for chairing the 
exciting University on Wheels event 
this year, which featured Scott Edmiston. 
What a terrific program and breakfast.

If you missed the Book & Author 
Events at Skyline Country Club, you 
missed a really great program. The 
authors were fabulous. The food and 

presentation were lovely. Thanks to Jan Linn for the PR, 
Sheila Rothenberg for the authors, Elaine Lisberg for gath-
ering loose ends, Harriet Kronman and Sandra Rollin who 
chaired the Soirée, Meg Sivitz and Steve Seltzer for the 
ad book, and Monique Steinberg for our boutiques. You 
also missed a successful silent auction run by a new mem-
ber, Brenda Schneider. Todah rabbah! Blessed are we for 
your coming. See page 9 for a list of all of the committee.

Our next event was held at Villa Hermosa. Jean Neren-
berg facilitated a study and review of the book, When the 
Emperor Was Divine. Our own bookstore may have a few 
copies left over from the event for you to buy. Kathy Cohen 
and June Simmons were in charge of the event, which was 
enjoyed by all present.

Soon we will have our closing luncheon and installation 
of officers. SAVE THE DATE, MONDAY, APRIL 15. The lun-
cheon will be held at Acacia at Skyline and Campbell. Not 
only will we have a delicious luncheon, but we will listen 
to a fabulous speaker and member Marcia Foresman. The 
program was planned by Meg Sivitz.

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
We Wish Our Members…

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 
of BNC wish Phyllis Fassler and Vicki Kaufman speedy re-
coveries.

If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact 
Sunshine chair Helene Feldman, 2bachummingbird@q.
com or 398-9666. A card will be sent and an acknowledg-
ment will appear in the bulletin.  

In Memoriam
Life Members Rabbi Lee Kivel and Gert 

Silverman; Ralph Stein

Condolences
Tucson Chapter sends its condolences 

to Jane Kivel on the loss of her husband 
Lee; Amy Levin on the loss of her mother; 

Roz Stein on the loss of her husband 
Ralph; Bernard & Helen Ury on the loss of 

their loving daughter, Cantor Joyce Ury 
Dumtschin in Dayton, Ohio.

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your Member-

ship Directory (changes underlined):
Dr. Bill Davidson  BilDavidson101@gmail.com
Thelma Frankel  AZThel@comcast.net
Marcelle Joffe  Marcelle.Joffe@gmail.com
Helen S. Schaefer  HSchaefer@juno.com
Rowe Kaple (formerly Rowe Young) RoweYK@gmail.com

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 

our chapter. Add them to your Membership Directory:
Roggie Edberg 4637 N Avenida del Cazador 85718
 (Barry) 529-0368 rjarizl@yahoo.com
Cathy Olswing 3748 N Sabino Ridge Pl 85750 886-6296
 (Brian)  CathyOlswing@comcast.net
Elaine Savage 6142 N Eagle Dr 85750 577-0097
  ELS686@msn.com
Renate Wasserman, see George Wasserman

New members are the life of our chapter. When you see 
new members at a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, 
welcome them warmly. 

Out of  Town During the 
Summer?

If you are not in Southern Arizona during the sum-
mer, do you reliably receive your bulletin until you 
return? Unfortunately, we have to guess whether 
people have returned or not.

To be sure you receive your bulletin no matter where 
you are and to receive the Study Group Guide as soon 
as it comes out, find it on the Internet.

We will notify you when the bulletin is available. Just 
ask Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com or 299-3788, 
to put you on the e-mail notification list to assure you 
receive the bulletin, even before it is mailed! 

Continued on page 4
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UOW Chair Sara Wisdom Lynn Cramer & Scott Edmiston

Lynn Cramer, Lorraine 
Stern, & Scott Edmiston

UOW Chair Sara Wisdom ’63 & Lloyd Wisdom

Sara Wisdom, Arlene Zuckerman, 
& Edie Michelson

Scott Edmiston &  
Jean Nerenberg

Lynn Cramer

University on Wheels Was Great!
Those who were privileged to attend Brandeis’ University on Wheels on February 7 at Skyline got to meet Visiting 

Professor Scott Edmiston, who charmed the group with tales of his experiences in the drama department at Brandeis. 
He spoke warmly about his areas of expertise, which include modern drama, and the writers he most admires: Oscar 
Wilde, Eugene O’Neill, and Tennessee Williams. He had humorous anecdotes to share about his students, his love of 
theatre, and the changes he sees in his students’ understanding of drama.

Edmiston’s presentation was as delicious as the warm breakfast served. Many thanks to Sara Wisdom, who chaired 
the event. UOW is not to be missed. Brandeis blesses us with many accomplished faculty members, who come all the 
way to Tucson just for us. This one was a winner. 
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the uni-

versity through fund-raising and through activities that reflect 

the values on which the university was founded: academic 

excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and service to 

the community. 

Community Service/ 
Social Justice

The Tucson Chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service chair, reminds 

us to bring to every chapter event, meeting, and Study 
Group any of the following: household items (bedding 
and pillows must be new); women’s clothing; supplies and 
clothing for infants, toddlers, and children; hotel toiletries; 
and personal care items for the Emerge! Center Against 
Domestic Abuse.

 If you are interested in knitting or crocheting hats for 
premature and newborn infants, contact Marilyn Lobell.

 Bring books in good condition for elementary grades to 
donate to a needy public school and packaged food for the 
Community Food Bank.

The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse needs new 
socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or to make a do-
nation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com or 
615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

• Go to www.tucsonbnc.org. 
• Fill out the Amazon search box on the left.
• Buy anything from Amazon.
• The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
 Amazon purchases made this way.

EDF Fellows Meeting
Our men’s group, the EDF Fel-

lows, will hold its next lunch meet-
ing on Monday, April 8, from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Viscount 
Hotel.

The speaker will be Dr. John Schae-
fer, former president of the University 
of Arizona.

Any man in Tucson is cordially in-
vited to attend, join the fellowship, 
and enjoy the fascinating speakers. 
Members are encouraged to bring 
guests.

Lunch is $20. For more information, contact Steve Selt-
zer, 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com, Howard Schwartz, 
615-2915, howtru3@comcast.net, or Tom Herz, 745-
5852, tghmkh@mindspring.com. 

¢

Remember, it is never too late to send  in your contribu-
tions for our campaign of Sustaining the Mind.

This holiday season, remember those who have come 
before us and who ventured into a new land to found the 
State of Israel. Remember your ancestors and tell stories 
about them to your children and your children’s children. 
Live each day to the fullest and remember it could be your 
last. So live it wisely.

Stan and I wish you an enjoyable Passover and Easter 
Holiday. Remember the closing luncheon on April 15. I 
hope to see you all there. Have a great spring and summer.

Lynn Cramer, President 

President’s Message from page 2
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Maxine Goldstein was born in Mississippi, and 
in her early years moved around a bit, as her father 
was in the Air Force. The family eventually settled in 
Brooklyn, New York, where she attended the same 
elementary school as Sheila Rothenberg, with the 
same teacher. Maxine graduated from Hunter Col-
lege and began her first career, teaching elementary 
school, on the Lower East Side.

Maxine met her husband Brian through a neighbor, 
and they married after he graduated law school. They 
lived in Lake Grove, New York, where their children 
spent their early years, and moved to Stamford, Con-
necticut, in 1979.

Maxine took the opportunity to return to school 
and received a masters in counseling the aging from 
the University of Bridgeport, sparked by her interest 
in gerontology. She later completed a post-masters 
program at the Brookdale Center on Aging in New 
York. She enjoyed starting new programs and devel-
oped the patient representative program at Stamford 
Hospital. That was the beginning of a 20-year career 
in the field of aging service. When Maxine retired, she 
was appointed by the Connecticut state legislature as 
a member of the Connecticut Commission on Aging 
and served until her move to Tucson.

Tucson appealed to Maxine and Brian as a retire-
ment location for its mild weather, outdoor activities, 
cultural opportunities, and friendly people. (The Gold-
steins do escape to Vermont in the summer.) They 
are very fortunate to have their daughter Robin and 
three grandchildren living in Oro Valley. They keep 
up with their son, Evan, and his two children in Hong 
Kong via FaceTime. Maxine joined Brandeis shortly 
after moving to Tucson in 2006.

Maxine has coordinated the “Behind the Scenes” 
Study Group for two years and enjoys participating 
in a range of Brandeis Study Groups. Attending the 
luncheons and working on the Annual Book Sale has 
afforded her the opportunity to meet many fellow 
Brandeis members and forge close friendships. Our 
Brandeis chapter is a place where she feels “at home.”

Maxine has also continued her interest in the field 
of aging services and currently serves as the Chair of 
the Pima Council on Aging Advisory Council. 

Meet Your Study 
Group Leader

Tucson Chapter Newsletter
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Copy Editor ........................................................Beverly Fine
Proofreaders ........................Soralé Fortman, Janet Seltzer
Circulation .............................................................Fern Feder

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The newsletter is published from August through April. The 
deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Officers
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
Vice-president Book Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meg Sivitz
Vice-president Publications. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Seltzer
Vice-president Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Loeb
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Natalie Smith
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Betty Jane Koppel
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman
Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg
Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 747-
3224 or e-mail us at BNCTucson@gmail.com 

2013

Tucson Chapter Calendar
Book Fund Event, Villa Hermosa Friday, March 15
New/Prospective Member Coffee Sunday, March 17
Board Meeting (location to be announced) Monday, April 8
Spring Lunch, Installation, & Recognition Monday, April 15
Israel Festival  Sunday, April 21
Board Meeting–Planning Meeting* Monday, May 6
*Come to our open Board Meetings at the Dusenberry Library

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Brandeis University in winter
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Another Successful Book & Author Soirée and Luncheon
Very happy groups of people attended the Book & Author Events. The Soirée, in the intimate Crown Room at Sky-

line Country Club, had wonderful entertainment by a pair of harpists from the HarpFusion group at the University of 
Arizona School of Music. The Luncheon combined wonderful boutiques, an exciting silent auction, and a great buffet 
meal with the authors’ presentations.

We were honored by the presence of Janice Fineman, the Executive Director of the Brandeis National Committee, 
and her husband, Howard. 

Betty Koppel, Joyce Obedin, Soralé Fortman, and Edith Zinman Peter and Barbara Danes, Jonathan Tropper, and Meg Sivitz

Elsa & Jay Goldberg with Joy & Bill Page Howard & Janice Fineman, Karen Loeb, and Elaine Lisberg

Rica & Harvey Spivack and Rebecca Arden Ruth & Jim Friedman, Aimee & Steve Doctoroff 

Janet Seltzer, Craig & Judy Johnson Stuart & Marianne Taussig & Len & Marcelle Joffe Jean & Jordan Nerenberg, Caryl Starobin, & Peter Likins

Silent Auction Table Harpist Rebecca Arden Harriet Kronman
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More Soirée Photos

Book & Author Luncheon Pictures
Following on the heels of the Soirée, the events of the next day were equally exciting. The silent auction, boutiques, 

book sales, and author signings complemented the authors’ talks and the wonderful Skyline buffet. 

Tom Zoellner, Sheila Rothenberg, and Lynn & Stan Cramer Sandy Rollin, Fern Feder, Marilyn Lobell, and Zelda Aaronson

Ron Sivitz, Brenda & Ben Schneider, and Bob Rothenberg B.J. & Marty Kass and Richard Pincus & Jan Linn

Renate Wasserman, Elaine Savage, Joan Wallick, and Jo Ruth Kaplan

Lynn Cramer Craig Johnson Dr. Peter Likins

Lydia Hersh & Judith Jacobskind Janice Fineman Jonathan TropperNaomi Benaron
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Study Groups
Our Study Group programs last year were fabulous thanks to Karen Loeb and Nanci Garon!

Join our team to help plan next year’s Study Groups.
Share your talent, skills, and ideas, and we will make 2013-2014 the best ever!

Contact Kathy Cohen, KLCohen9620@gmail.com or 329-8063, or 
Fran Caspe, FranCaspe@gmail.com or 529-9356. They are eager to hear from you!

Perhaps you would enjoy leading a discussion on your favorite subject:  
poetry? psychology? history? women’s studies? travel?

Do you have a craft you can share? An interest in foods? nutrition? antiques? fine arts?
 What about a course in culinary curiosity? 

Brandeis offers course outlines in Law and Society, Women’s Studies, Contemporary Issues, and many 
others. You can find these course suggestions by going to the BNC Web site  

http://www.brandeis.edu/bnc/programming/index.html 
and poking around.  

You don’t need to be knowledgeable about the Brandeis-provided subjects; everything is furnished! 
Kathy Cohen and Fran Caspe have more information.

The Officers and 
Board wish our 

members a joyous 
Pesach.

Mark your Calendars! April 21 is the Israel Festival!
The Brandeis community is invited to celebrate Israel’s 65th Birthday at the Tucson Chapter’s booth at the annual 

Israel Festival on Sunday, April 21!  There will be live music, an Israeli-inspired shuk (marketplace), kids’ activities and 
crafts, jumping castles, great Israeli food, and an Israel Innovation Pavilion.  As a special thank you from the 2013 
Community Campaign, the Maccabeats will return to Southern Arizona for a special concert during the Israel Festival!

We want you to volunteer at our booth. We will be selling books from our Book Depot. Enjoy the event while sup-
porting our chapter. Contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com or 615-4739 to help. 
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Why We Support Sustaining the Mind
A Tucson Chapter member remembers when her husband first 

was diagnosed with Parkinsonism after many years of complicated 
symptoms that couldn’t be put together. A leading specialist with 
excellent adept motor skills, he was beginning to have difficulty with 
fine work. He had to retire earlier than planned when Parkinsonism 
was diagnosed.

A local dermatologist, who retired with one of the top practices on 
the East Side of Tucson, was enjoying his free time with tennis, the 
Tucson Chapter’s EDF program, and traveling, when he started to forget 

where he was—Alzheimer’s disease had struck him down! His life had changed and so had his wife’s.
This could be you. This could be your family. This could be your friend. These are examples of 

why it is so important to donate to our Sustaining the Mind: Scientific Research and Scholarships 
campaign. Parkinsonism, Alzheimer’s, multiple sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS, Lou 
Gehrig’s disease), and retinal degeneration, the degenerative neurologic diseases of aging, are 
some of the top research efforts at Brandeis University. The unexplained neurologic diseases of 
childhood (and they continue into adulthood) such as autism and Asperger syndrome are also a 
focus of neurologic research at Brandeis.

The prevalence of these diseases is why you must donate to Sustaining the Mind. It is important 
that answers be found. The basic research at Brandeis University is a key to treating and preventing 
these life-changing illnesses.

Enclosed is my contribution (check made out to BNC) to help Brandeis University work toward a cure for 
neurodegenerative diseases.

 $5,000____ $3,000____ $1,000____ $500____ $100____ $50____ Other________

Name(s) [PRINT]  __________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________________________ Phone  _____________________

City/ZIP  __________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

In honor/in memory of _____________________________________________________________________________

Mail your donation to Lynn Cramer, 12013 N. Tall Grass Dr., Tucson, AZ 85737

Do You Buy From Amazon?
If you go to our Web site first (www.TucsonBNC.org) and click the green GO button, you will be on the Amazon Web 

site and the Tucson Chapter of the BNC will receive 5% of all your purchases! You, your family, and your friends can 
all indirectly support Brandeis University by making your purchases this way. 
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Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Assistant Editor 615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message) ...520-747-3224
Chapter Web site ............................www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail ................................ BNCTucson@gmail.com
Chapter Facebook site ....... http://www.facebook.com/
pages/BNCTucson/115524478528080

Next Board Meeting
Monday, April 8, 2013

10:00 a.m. to noon
Location to be announced.

All members are encouraged to come  
to this open meeting.
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Donor	 Message	 Recipient
Learned Research Journal

Brandeis	Chapter	 Thank	you	for	your	presentation	 Scott	Edmiston
Brandeis	Chapter	 Thank	you	for	your	presentation	 Peter	Likins
Brandeis	Chapter	 Thank	you	for	your	presentation	 Naomi	Benaron
Brandeis	Chapter	 Thank	you	for	your	presentation	 Craig	Johnson
Brandeis	Chapter	 Thank	you	for	your	presentation	 Jonathan	Tropper
Brandeis	Chapter	 Thank	you	for	your	presentation	 Tom	Zoellner
Brandeis	Chapter	 Thank	you	for	your	particiapation	in	Book	&	Author	 Tom	Zoellner
Jean	Nerenberg	 In	honor	of	your	special	birthday	 `Marianne	Taussig

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Brandeis	Friends	 Have	a	speedy	recovery	 Lee	Kivel

Goldfarb Library Card
Doris	&	Larry	Chapman	 In	memory	of	your	beloved	husband,	Ralph	 Roz	Stein	

Express  Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending	 a	 Brandeis	 tribute	 card	 or	 a	 Learned	 Research	 Journal	 (LRJ)	 is	 a	 quick,	
meaningful,	 and	 philanthropic	 way	 to	 express	 support,	 congratulations,	 get-well	
wishes,	 sympathy,	 and	 appreciation.	 No	 more	 running	 to	 the	 store	 to	 find	 an		
appropriate	 card	 —	 just	 contact	 one	 of	 the	 names	 below.	The	 recipient	 is		
acknowledged	in	the	bulletin	so	others	can	learn	about	the	simchah	or	sorrow	and	respond.	
Show	you	care	—	send	a	Brandeis	card	or	LRJ.
Book	Fund	donations:
	 $5.50*	Philanthropy,	learning,	and	community	(or	six	for	$25)
	 $10.00*	All-Occasion	Stationery,	pack	of	ten	with	a	pen
	 $10.50*	Goldfarb	Library	at	night	(or	three	for	$25)
	 $14.00*	Brandeis	art	cards	(set	of	four	different	covers)
	 $18.50*	Louis	Dembitz	Brandeis	portrait	card
	 $36.50‡	Learned	Research	Journal
	 $56.50‡	Learned	Research	Journal	Folio
	 $100.00‡	Special	Book	Collection
	 $200.00‡	Research	Journal	File
*Contact	Book	Fund	co-chair,	June Simmons,	JuneSimmons@me.com	or	577-9836,	
or	Kathy Cohen,	KLCohen9620@gmail.com	or	329-8063.
‡Contact	Barbara Danes, Barbara.Befferman@gmail.com	or	638-6375.



Tucson Chapter Calendar April 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31.Easter 1
10 Board 

Mtg
1 Intermed 

Bridge
1:30 Medi-

tation

2
3
9:30 Artisan 

Bread
1 Contemp. 

Fiction
1:30 Men’s 

Books

4
1:30 Immor-

tal Holly-
wood

5 6
5:30 
Women’s 

Circle A

7
Yom Ha-

Shoah

8
Noon EDF

9 10
10 Page 

Turners
Noon Eth-

nic Lunch

11
1 Art Scene

12
12:30 

Women’s 
Circle B

13

14
10 Books & 

Bagels

15
1 Intermed 

Bridge 
Yom Ha-

Zikaron

16
1 Foreign 

Film
7 pm Fabu-

lous Flicks 
Yom Ha-

Atzma’ut

17
Noon Mys-

tery Books 
12:30 Lady 

Boomers

18
3 Louis 

Brandeis

19 20

21
10 Matinée 

Theatre

22 23 24

1 Jewelry 
Making

25 26 27

28
Lag B’Omer

29 30

Passover.(Pesach),.Tuesday,.March.26.to.Tuesday,.April.2;.Easter,.March.31;.Yom.HaShoah,.April.7;.Yom.HaZikaron,.
April.15;.Yom.HaAtzma’ut,.April.16;.Lag.B’Omer,.April.28.

 Passover

What Makes Book & Author So Successful?
The continuing success of our Book & Author Events can be assigned to our committee, led by Sheila Rothen-

berg and Elaine Lisberg. The committee members, who worked so diligently, were Zelda Aaronson, Lynn Cramer, 
Arlene S. Gray, Bertie Levkowitz Herz, Yori Idson, Gail Isaacs, Harriet Kronman, Jan Linn, Sandy Rollin, Bob 
Rothenberg, Brenda Schneider, Steve Seltzer, Meg Sivitz, Monique Steinberg, and Arlene Zuckerman.

When you see members of this amazing group, congratulate them for what they have done for the members 
of our chapter and for the students and faculty of Brandeis University. 
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9
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Sign-Up

2013 CALENDAR

What’s New at 
Brandeis University in Waltham?

Tribute to Life of  Anti-Apartheid Activist
When “anti-apartheid” is used in a sentence with “South Africa,” 

the name “Nelson Mandela” is invariably invoked. Less renowned, 
but nonetheless important, was Helen Suzman (1917–2009), the Jew-
ish anti-apartheid activist who helped found the liberal Progressive 
Party and was at one point the only member of the South African 
Parliament to oppose apartheid. She found herself even more of an 
outsider because she was an English-speaking Jewish woman in a 
Parliament dominated by Calvinist Afrikaner men.

Suzman was active in Parliament for 36 years (1953-1989), defending freedom of expression for all South Africans 
in a manner unusual for whites. She was nominated twice for the Nobel Peace Prize, was named a Dame of the British 
Empire, and received 27 honorary doctorate degrees from universities around the world. She was joined by others in 
the Jewish community in her fight against apartheid.

“Helen Suzman: Fighter for Human Rights,” an open exhibition displaying 29 panels of Suzman’s life through photo-
graphs, personal letters, quotations from speeches, and assorted news articles, was installed in the atrium of Shapiro 
Campus Center at Brandeis University, where it was on view throughout March.

Suzman’s career led to a close friendship with Mandela. She visited Mandela on numerous occasions while he was 
in prison at Robben Island Prison, and was present when he signed the new constitution in 1996. On her 90th birthday, 
Mandela wrote, “She is a person appreciated by all South Africans. Her courage, integrity, and principled commitment 
to justice have marked her as one of the outstanding figures of our history.” 
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