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Men and Women Are Cordially Invited to the  
Fall Opening Luncheon 

Monday, October 21, 11:30 to 2:00  
Hacienda del Sol

Honoring Soralé “Sorkey” Fortman

Choice of
 

Beverages and Mousse Cake or Crème Brulée
$30 for Members and Guests

Professor Robert A. Williams, Jr., 
University of Arizona E. Thomas Sullivan Professor of 

Law and American Indian Studies, speaking on
“Savage Anxieties: The Invention of Western Civilization”

Bring Your Friends
Profit Goes to the Sustaining the Mind Program.

Bring teen hygiene products and school supplies to donate to Youth on Their Own (YOTO)  
as our Social Justice/Community Service project.

Grilled Angus
Flank Steak

Organic Shetland Isle
Grilled Salmon

Fettuccine Primavera

✂
Opening Luncheon

_____ Attendees @ $30 = $____

Number of steak ____ ; salmon ____; fettuccine 
____

Number of mousse ____ ; crème brulé ____

($28 is NOT tax-deductible)

I cannot attend, but donate $____
(tax-deductible)

Please Print

Name(s) __________________________________

Contact information (phone and e-mail)

_________________________________________
Make check out to BNC and mail by October 14 to

 Arlene Zuckerman, 5448 N. Paseo del Sonoyta, Tucson, 
AZ 85750. (Call 577-1457 for transportation help.)

New

Ven
ue New

Ven
ue



M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e

We Wish Our Members…
The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 

of BNC wish:
Elaine & Harold Lisberg Congratulations on becoming
  great-grandparents
Benjamin Schneider Congratulations on a special birthday
  and a professional award 

If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact 
Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, C.Hegwer@comcast.
net or 529-8484. A card will be sent and an acknowledg-
ment will appear in the bulletin. 

In Memoriam
Life Members Esther Capin, Diane Schwartz, 
and Klara Swimmer and members Ellen Estrin  

and Gail Mordka

Condolences
Tucson Chapter sends its condolences to
Robert Estrin on the loss of his wife Ellen.

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your Member-

ship Directory (changes underlined):
Beverly Forrest 7900 N La Cañada 87504
Edward Katz  EdKatz444@yahoo.com
Margie McConnell  marfayfee@aol.com

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 

our chapter. Add them to your Membership Directory:
Anita Chaplick 12626 Cedar St 516-223-5973
 (Samuel)  Leawod KS 66209 NEATSC@aol.com
Jolene Gruener 4340 E Havasu Rd 85718 577-8948
 (Raphael)  JGruener@email.arizona.edu
Hila Lamdan 1530 W Calle del Media 85704 664-8694
  Lamdan96@aol.com

New members are the life of our chapter. When you see 
new members at a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, 
welcome them warmly. 

have you help at the Book Depot or at our large Book Sale 
at a local mall. We are proud to be part of the BNC. Show 
your true colors and attend our luncheons, study groups, 
and special holiday parties and dinners. Bring a friend or 
your spouse to our Opening Luncheon. Help us grow and 
be strong and a viable link to the university.

I hope to see you all at the Opening Luncheon on Mon-
day, October 21 at Hacienda del Sol.

Stan and I wish you a wonderful year: good health and 
much happiness.

Lynn Cramer, President 

From the President
Belated l’shanah tovah, happy New 

Year, to one and all.
This year, the freshman class at 

Brandeis is reading The Known World by 
Edward P. Jones. How timely this read is 
in light of two movies, 42 and The Butler. 
While the book is classified as fiction, 
we can rest assured many southern 
settlers to our country up to the time of 

AbrahamLincoln and the Emancipation Proclamation had 
slaves and treated them as property to be bought and sold. 
What I did not know was there were free black owners of 
slaves and plantations. In the author’s comments, he admits 
there were few of them, but he is certain that they existed.

One thing for certain is the mixture of culture from 
around the globe is evident in the Tucson area as well as on 
the campus of Brandeis University. The world that awaits 
Brandeis students will be far different from our world at 19 
or 20 years of age and a world apart from what we know 
and acknowledge today. Change happens at multiple 
speeds. Today the iPad and iPhone. What will tomorrow 
bring?

Our Tucson BNC Chapter allows you to enhance your 
knowledge of the arts, music, and drama. You can climb 
mountains or hills, make clay or glass bowls, or even learn 
how to use your iPhone. We offer multiple ways for you to 
be of service to others through our Social Justice Programs. 
You are welcome to join our intergenerational programs at 
the “J” by helping with the reading sessions or cooking up 
a special dish in Bubbe’s Kitchen. Meg Sivitz would love to 
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You Have Transportation 
Options!

If you are unable to attend an event  
because of transportation problems,  

contact the person taking reservations,  
and we will try to arrange transportation for you.
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Brandeis University Is  

51st
In the  Magazine List 
of the Top 300 Universities

How Have You Bean?

Have a simchah or sorrow?  
Let us know how you’ve been  

for our Sunshine notices

Charlotte Hegwer,  
C.Hegwer@comcast.net or 529-8484.

Award-Winning Author to Speak
We are pleased to announce the speaker for our Fall Opening Luncheon this year is Professor 

Robert A. Williams, Jr., a respected Native American, the man who holds the E. Thomas Sullivan 
Chair in Law and American Indian Studies at the University of Arizona Rogers College of Law 
Indigenous Peoples Law and Policy Program. Most recently, he has written Savage 
Anxieties: The Invention of Western Civilization, the topic for the day.

A member of the Lumbee Indian Tribe of North Carolina, Professor Williams earned 
his BA from Loyola College in Maryland and his JD from Harvard Law School, where 
he later served as Bennet Boskey Distinguished Visiting Lecturer of Law.

Professor Williams has established a notable career in the fields of American 
Indian and International law, indigenous peoples’ rights, and critical race and colonial theory, and 
has published several books on these topics. Williams has received awards from the John D. and Catherine T. Mac-
Arthur Foundation, the Soros Foundation Open Society Institute, the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
the American Council of Learned Societies, and the National Institute of Justice in recognition of his research and 
advocacy on behalf of Indian tribes and indigenous peoples before the United Nations and the Supreme Court.

Members should register for the luncheon immediately as the seats for this popular event may sell out early. Use 
the form on the front page of this bulletin to register for our Fall Opening Luncheon and bring guests who may be 
interested in joining this Brandeis chapter. 

The Tucson BNC Chapter
Gave to Brandeis University

$53,894.29
in the 2012–2013 Year



Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the uni-

versity through fund-raising and through activities that reflect 

the values on which the university was founded: academic 

excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and service to 

the community. 

*** Special ***
EDF Fellows Meeting
Our men’s group, the EDF Fellows, will hold its next 

lunch meeting on Monday, October 21, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Hacienda 
del Sol as part of the chapter’s Opening 
Luncheon.

The speaker will be Professor Rob-
ert Williams, Jr., University of Arizona 
professor of law and Indian studies speaking on his most 
recent book.

Any man in Tucson is cordially invited to attend, join the 
fellowship, and enjoy the fascinating speakers. Members 
are encouraged to bring guests.

Lunch is $28. For more information, contact Arlene 
Zuckerman, Zuck4@juno.com or 577-1457. 

Community Service/ 
Social Justice

The Tucson Chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 
reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this 
year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 
of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also 
need NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and 
women.
Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
school supplies.
Books From Mom is a program that gives new and gently 
used children’s books to women in prison so they can read 
to their visiting offspring.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or to make a do-
nation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com or 
615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

• Go to www.tucsonbnc.org. 
• Fill out the Amazon search box on the left.
• Buy anything from Amazon.
• The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
 Amazon purchases made this way.

About the Prez
After a wonderful National President 

for the past three years, Leslie Pearl-
stein, we have another outstanding 
new National President, Barb Sander, 
recently president of the Sarasota 
chapter and previous president of the 
St. Louis chapter.

She says what is particularly mean-
ingful to her is our current campaign, 

Sustaining the Mind: Scientific Research and Scholarship.
Barb promises to be a leader in enlarging the Brandeis 

National Committee in extent and in fund-raising. 

¢
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Life is a long winding road on which a person has ex-
periences and adventures that could never have been 
predicted when one is young. Brenda Schneider thanks 
her good fortune that has been and continues to be her 
life. Growing up in The Bronx, the daughter of a pharma-
cist in Greenwich Village, she was in the middle of a Sol 
Steinberg poster, in which New York is portrayed as most 
of the United States. Her early efforts were focused on 
survival in this atmosphere of steep competition, rushing, 
pushing, angry insults, street danger, and more. She de-
veloped an ironic sense of humor that has enabled her to 
laugh at certain situations, and she constantly learns what 
beauty she can savor.

Brenda’s husband Benjamin and she met at Alfred Uni-
versity and have a deep love for 52 years. They were the 
first in their families to live in places such as New Haven, 
St. Louis, Lansing, Israel, Provence, Bethesda for 35 years, 
and La Jolla. Ben is an industrial/organizational psycholo-
gist and a professor emeritus. They have a loving son and 
daughter. Lee, a lawyer in New York, has two daughters. 
Rhody is a children’s book author and an accountant, with 
two sons and one daughter.

Only in America can you reinvent your career as a way 
to pay tribute to multiple interests. Brenda has an MSW 
and was a licensed clinical social worker specializing in the 
aged and those with chronic mental illness. She also has a 
culinary degree from La Varenne Cooking School in Paris 
and has worked in catering, managed two gourmet shops, 
managed a kitchenware shop, done cooking demonstra-
tions, assisted cookbook authors such as Dinah Shore, and 
made scones for an actress! The past 10 years have been 
a terrific learning experience in San Diego as she became 
comfortable speaking before large groups and held posi-
tions in Newcomers Club, Secret Garden Tour of the Histori-
cal Society, La Jolla Garden Club, and was on the board of 
The Crossroads Foundation (women in addiction recovery).

When the Schneiders arrived in Tucson in August, 2012, 
people kept telling them they moved in the wrong direc-
tion because of the climate. No, they feel they moved to 
exactly the correct place, as they are now able to see the 
three grandchildren here grow, develop, and start their 
long road trip in life.

Additionally, the Schneiders discovered Brandeis Na-
tional Committee. BNC has provided them as newcomers 
to the community with friendships and activities to share 
with others. The activities, events, and warmth of individu-
als have helped their adjustment process and facilitated 

Meet Your Board

Tucson Chapter Newsletter
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Copy Editor ........................................................Beverly Fine
Proofreaders ........................Soralé Fortman, Janet Seltzer
Circulation .............................................................Fern Feder

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The newsletter is published from August through April. The 
deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Officers
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
Vice-president Book Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meg Sivitz
Vice-president Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brenda Schneider
Vice-president Publications. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Seltzer
Vice-presidents Study Groups . . . .Fran Caspe & Kathy Cohen
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Natalie Smith
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Betty Jane Koppel
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aimee Doctoroff
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman
Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg
Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 747-
3224 or e-mail us at BNCTucson@gmail.com 

2013–14

Tucson Chapter Calendar
Board Meeting*  Monday, October 7
Fall Opening Luncheon Monday, October 21
Board Meeting*  Monday, November 4
Hanukkah Party  Tuesday, November 19
Board Meeting*  Monday, December 2
Holiday Fund-Raiser Tuesday, December 24
Board Meeting*  Monday, January 6
University on Wheels Thursday, January 9
Book Sale Opening Night Thursday, January 16
Annual Used Book Sale January 17–26
Board Meeting*  Monday, February 3
Presidents Day Luncheon Monday, February 17
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 3
Book & Author Soirée Wednesday, March 12
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, March 13
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 7
Spring Luncheon and Installation April TBD
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 5

*Come to our open Board Meetings

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Continued on page 6
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the building of a new life.
Brenda is very excited to support the Tucson Brandeis 

family by awakening new members in the community to 
become aware of what BNC has to offer. As Membership 
VP and as a social worker, she is committed to helping oth-
ers know about Brandeis and to find their place within the 
group. Eventually, she hopes to run a Study Group about 
Food and Culture, but one task at a time. The silent auc-
tion at the 2012 Book & Author Event was successful, and 
she has already begun collecting wonderful items for this 
March. Let’s make friends. Contact her and refer a friend as 
a new member and donate a beautiful item to the auction. 
With all of your support, she will not be lonely. 

Meet Your Board continued from page 5

Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Assistant Editor 615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message) ...520-747-3224
Chapter Web site ............................www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail ................................ BNCTucson@gmail.com
Chapter Facebook site ....... http://www.facebook.com/
pages/BNCTucson/115524478528080

Next Board Meeting
Monday, October 7, 2013

10:00 a.m. to noon
Murphy Wilmot Library

530 N. Wilmot Rd. near Fifth St.
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.

Study Group 
Changes

Lady Boomers Study Group will com-
mence in October, and the starting time 
has changed to 12:30 p.m.

Are you young in body or spirit? This is 
a group for you!

Hands-on Clay is $18, not $180! 
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This Year’s Book
Each year, the incoming freshmen at Brandeis read an assigned book over the summer. 

During Freshman Week, the author comes to campus, gives a talk about her- or himself and 
the book, followed by a question-and-answer period, all of which is video recorded. Each 
year, our members read the freshman book and, at a Book Fund event, watch the video and 
have a discussion.

This year’s book is the Pulitzer-prize winning novel The Known World by Edward P. Jones. 
Jones is a New York Times bestselling author who has been awarded the National Book Critics 
Circle award, the International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award, and the Lannan Literary Award 
for The Known World; he also received a MacArthur Fellowship in 2004. His first collection 

of stories, Lost in the City, won the PEN/Hemingway Award and was short-listed for the National Book Award. His 
second collection, All Aunt Hagar’s Children, was a finalist for the Pen/Faulkner Award. He has been an instructor 
of fiction writing at a range of universities, including Princeton. He lives in Washington, D.C.

Jones grew up in Washington, where his mother worked as a dishwasher and hotel maid to support Jones and 
his brother and sister. Though she couldn’t read or write herself, Jones’ mother encouraged her son to study, and 
eventually a Jesuit priest who knew Jones suggested he apply for a scholarship at the College of the Holy Cross 
in Massachusetts. There, Jones discovered the odd fact that, in the antebellum South, there had been free black 
people who owned black slaves.

To prepare for the Book Fund event in late March or in April, you will be able to buy a copy of the book for only 
$12 from Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com or 615-4739. 



Letter From Our Brandeis Scholarship Student
Coco Tirambulo, the Brandeis student who is the recipient of our Endowed Scholarship 

for a Tucson-area student, sent us the following, dated August 23:
Hi,
How is the chapter doing? How have your summers been?
School is just about to start on August 29, and I will be in Boston on August 24! Summer 

vacation has passed by so quickly. I apologize for such a late e-mail, but this summer has 
been so busy. I was taking summer classes in chemistry at Brandeis for most of the summer, 
and I have only been in Tucson for a very short time.

For summer chemistry class and lab, we had to learn a whole year’s worth of chemistry 
in just two months. It was really crazy, but nonetheless it was fun. I just wanted to make sure that I was on the 
right track for my premed plans, so I wouldn’t fall behind.

This semester, I will even be getting a lab job, I hope (I have an interview next Tuesday)! At this early stage, I 
am already preparing for medical school requirements. I believe it is very competitive to get in.

I hope everything is well with everyone! Please send my regards to everyone at the BNC! I hope to see you 
when I come back for winter break! 

Sincerely, Coco 

S t u d y  g r o u p s  a r e  s t a r t i n g
Many Study Group courses fill quickly. Be sure to sign up immediately. If you do not have the Study Group Guide 

that was mailed in early September, you can see it at our Web site http://TucsonBNC.org by clicking on “Newslet-
ter.” Then click on the September issue in blue. You can print out any page you wish, including the sign-up pages. 
If you need a hard copy, contact our membership chair, Brenda Schneider, BrenBenj@aol.com or 441-9424. 
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Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter

Cordially invites New & Prospective Members, Spouses,  
Sponsors, and Mentor/Hosts for

Wine & Hors d’oeuvres
Sunday, September 29, 2013, 4:00 P. M. 

at the home of Brenda and Ben Schneider
6177 North Vía de la Tortola, Tucson 85718

Meet new friends, learn about BNC event opportunities and goals,,  
and enjoy a great food experience.

Please RSVP by Monday, September 23, 2013,  
to Brenda Schneider, BrenBenj@aol.com or 441-9424.



I Want to Give to Sustaining the Mind
Any donation is gratefully appreciated to assist in research in neurodegenerative diseases.

Circle the amount you wish to donate or fill in the “Other” category.

 $5000 $1000 $500 $250 $100 $50 $25 Other_____

Your name ________________________________ Contact information __________________________________________

Make the check out to BNC and please mail this to Lynn Cramer, 6382 N. Camino Miraval, Tucson, AZ 85718.
We thank you for your support.

Tucson
 Chapter
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Donor	 Message	 Recipient
Special Book Collection

Brandeis	Friends	 In	memory	of	your	wife	Ellen	Estrin	 Robert	Estrin
Brandeis	Friends	 In	honor	of	your	becoming	great-grandparents	 Elaine	&	Harold	Lisberg

Special Book Collection in Judaica
Brandeis	Friends	 In	memory	of	Dr.	Klara	Swimmer	 Family	of	Dr.	Klara	Swimmer

Learned Research Journal Folio
Brenda	Schneider	 In	honor	of	special	birthday	and
	 	 professional	achievement	award	 Benjamin	Schneider

Learned Research Journal
Ben	&	Brenda	Schneider	 In	honor	of	our	daughter	and	the	publication	of
	 	 her	new	children’s	book	 Rhody	Downey
Brandeis	Friends	 In	memory	of	your	husband	Rabbi	Joseph	Weizenbaum	 Eileen	Weizenbaum
Brandeis	Friends	 In	memory	of	Esther	Capin	 Family	of	Esther	Capin
Brandeis	Friends	 In	memory	of	Gail	Mordka	 Family	of	Gail	Mordka
Lynn	&	Stan	Cramer	 In	memory	of	Dr.	Klara	Swimmer	 Family	of	Dr.	Swimmer
Jean	&	Jordan	Nerenberg	 In	memory	of	Ellen	Estrin	 Robert	Estrin	&	Family	

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Edith	Michelson	 In	honor	of	your	new	great-granddaughter	 Elaine	&	Harold	Lisberg	

Express  Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending	 a	 Brandeis	 tribute	 card	 or	 a	 Learned	 Research	 Journal	 (LRJ)	 is	 a	 quick,	
meaningful,	 and	 philanthropic	 way	 to	 express	 support,	 congratulations,	 get-well	
wishes,	 sympathy,	 and	 appreciation.	 No	 more	 running	 to	 the	 store	 to	 find	 an		
appropriate	 card	 —	 just	 contact	 one	 of	 the	 names	 below.	The	 recipient	 is		
acknowledged	in	the	bulletin	so	others	can	learn	about	the	simchah	or	sorrow	and	respond.	
Show	you	care	—	send	a	Brandeis	card	or	LRJ.
Book	Fund	donations:
	 $5.50*	Philanthropy,	learning,	and	community	(or	six	for	$25)
	 $10.50*	Goldfarb	Library	at	night	(or	three	for	$25)
	 $14.00*	Brandeis	art	cards	(set	of	four	different	covers)
	 $18.50*	Louis	Dembitz	Brandeis	portrait	card
	 $50.50*	Sustaining	the	Mind	Tribute	Card
	 $36.50‡	Learned	Research	Journal
	 $56.50‡	Learned	Research	Journal	Folio
	 $100.00‡	Special	Book	Collection;	Special	Book	Collection	in	Judaica
	 $500.00‡	Major	Book	Collection
Contact	Book	Fund	co-chairs	Shelly Abell,	REAbell@aol.com,	299-0057 or 409-
2346;	or	Sharon Greenfield,	SharGren1937@gmail.com	or	885-8692.
‡Contact	Shelly Abell,	REAbell@aol.com	or	299-0057 or 409-2346.

✂



Tucson Chapter Calendar October 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
1:00 Con-

temp Fic-
tion

1:30 Men’s 
Books

3
1:30 Laugh/ 

Feel Good

4
1:00 Begin 

Mah Jongg

5

6 7
10:00 Board 

Mtg
Noon 

Bridge
1:30 Medi-

tation

8 9
10:00 Page 

Turners
Noon Eth-

nic Lunch

10
10:00 Begin 

Bridge

11
10:00 Local 

Authors
1:00 Begin 

Mah Jongg

12
Columbus Day

13 14
Columbus 

Day holiday

15
7:00 PM 

Fabulous 
Flicks 1 & 2

16
1:00 Jewel-

ry Making 
for Nov-
ices

11:30 Mys-
tery Books

17
10:00 Begin 

Bridge

18
1:00 Begin 

Mah Jongg

19

20 21
11:30 Fall 

Opening 
Luncheon

1:00 Kab-
balah

22
1:00 For-

eign Film

23
10:00 Tour-

ist in Your 
Town

24
10:00 Begin 

Bridge

25
1:00 Begin 

Mah Jongg

26

27 28 29 30 31
Halloween

10:00 Begin 
Bridge

October 12 is Columbus Day actual; October 14 is Columbus Day celebrated; October 31 is 
Halloween.
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Saul Tobin Leadership Institute
This year’s Saul Tobin Leadership Institute, the Jewish Federation of Southern Arizona’s wonderful 

training program for volunteers, will be held on Sunday, September 29, from 9:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The cost is only $18. We encourage Brandeis members who are interested in attending to contact 
Lynn Cramer, LCramer8@aol.com or 989-3107, for further information.

This is a great opportunity to improve your leadership skills while helping our chapter. Saul Tobin, 
k"z
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NOVEMBER 
19
Hanukkah Party

October 21
Fall Open-
ing Luncheon 
& Meeting at 
HACIENDA 
DEL SOL

DECEMBER 
24
Holiday Fund-
Raiser
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What’s New at 
Brandeis University in Waltham?

Accidental Science: New Protein Treatment
Suzanne Paradis and her research colleagues at Brandeis University conducted an experiment into synapses, the 

links between brain cells that carry signals from one cell to another. In a person with epilepsy, the electrical activity 
spreads across brain cells through these synapses.

There are three different types of synapses. Specifically, Paradis’ team were looking at GABAergic synapses. GAB-
Aergic synapses are named after gamma-Aminobutyric acid, a chemical called a neurotransmitter that carries signals 
in the nervous system. GABAergic synapses naturally limit the spread of signals (including epileptic activity).

Paradis’ team found that a protein called Sema4D was an essential building block for this type of synapse. When 
the protein was removed, brain cells could no longer build GABAergic synapses, the kind that limits epileptic activity. 
Then, one member of the team suggested they try adding Sema4D to brain cells to see what happened.

The team did not expect the results discovered. Within 30 minutes, dozens of new GABAergic synapses had been 
created—much, much more quickly than the team could have guessed. They immediately realized how important 
this might be in treating epilepsy. Adding the protein to the brain cells of a person with epilepsy might lead to new 
GABAergic synapses, stopping the spread of seizure activity.

To test their idea, Paradis’ team used a slice of mammal brain that was treated to create seizure-like conditions in 
the laboratory. Sema4D was then added to the brain tissue. Within half an hour, the electrical activity in the tissue had 
reduced significantly, falling from the levels of a seizure and back almost to normal.

In a press release, Paradis said, “We were not intending to study epilepsy, yet we discovered something we didn’t 
know before. That’s why funding basic research is so important. You never know where the next big, ground-breaking 
discovery is going to come from.” 

BNC is 65!

*Opening Luncheon*

NOW AT HACIENDA 
DEL SOL
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