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Read a Good Book Lately?
Join those of us reading the book the Brandeis University freshman class read this past summer. 

During freshman week, author Edward P. Jones met with the class and discussed his novel, The Known 
World, after which there was a question-and-answer period. A video was made of this fascinating 
event, and we have the opportunity to see the video and have our own discussion led by Ben Sch-
neider, who previously discussed this book with the Men’s Book Club. His biography is on page 6.

Attend this Book Fund event on Friday, March 28, 1:00 p.m., at Villa Hermosa (southeast corner 
of Wilmot and Speedway). The entrance fee is the purchase of a Book Fund card or journal valued 
at $10 or more in the month of March. Seating is limited, so make your purchase early from Book 

Fund chair Shelly Abell, REAbell@aol.com or 299-0057. See page 8 for a description of the cards and journals you 
may buy to honor or memorialize someone. (See the story immediately below.) 

The Known World, by Edward P. Jones, a Review
How many of us are aware that some free southern blacks actually owned slaves? Until the recent 

PBS special, it was not a well-known fact. The Known World, by Edward P. Jones, is a masterpiece of 
overlapping plot lines, time shifts, and heartbreaking details of life under slavery. Henry Townsend 
is a well-loved young farmer whose parents had bought their own freedom and then freed their son, 
only to watch him buy himself a slave as soon as he had saved enough money. We follow his slaves, 
before and after his death, as we learn both black and white slaveholders had secrets and did not 
always behave according to our stereotypical expectations. 

This is a complex novel with a large cast of characters and unexpected connections, some of which 
reach to our own time. Jones’ richest characterizations—especially of Robbins, who originally owned 
Henry, and Henry—are particularly revealing. A small piece of southern history is brought to life in this fascinating 
novel, which won the Pulitzer Prize.

This review was written by Jean Nerenberg, who has led our previous Book Fund Event discussions of other books 
chosen for the incoming Brandeis freshmen. (See the article above.) 

Spring Closing Luncheon with Installation
Get ready for the next great event of this year, our closing luncheon with U of A Judaic Studies chair Ed Wright speak-

ing. On Monday, April 7, at 11:30 a.m., we will meet at the home of Barbara and Peter Danes for an example of what 
Brandeis has to offer—fellowship, education, and philanthropy—and the funds raised go to our Sustaining the Mind: 
Scientific Research and Scholarships program for research and training in the basic study of neurodegenerative diseases 
such as autism spectrum disorder (including Asperberger’s syndrome), Parkinson disease, Alzheimer’s disease and 
other dementias, multiple sclerosis, retinal degeneration, and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS, Lou Gehrig disease).

We will also install the new officers who will lead us to another great year of Tucson Chapter activities, helping our 
members with Study Groups, our community with our Social Justice programs, and the students and faculty of Brandeis 
University with our philanthropy, including our Tucson Endowed Scholarship Fund to award scholarship support to 
worthy Brandeis students, with a preference for those from the Tucson metropolitan area.

Make your reservations before we are sold out. Use the application form on page 3 and bring your friends and 
neighbors. 



This April, as we gather around 
tables with relatives and friends, 
let us remember to be thankful 
for our freedom from oppression. 
Having a soldier in our household 
reminds me every day of the cost 
of our freedom, what it means to 
serve for my entire family. Our 
ancestors fought for our freedom 
in many countries in some unusual 
ways. Many paid the ultimate price 

so that we would be able to enjoy a fuller, richer life. We 
are all survivers of something. Perhaps it’s a serious illness. 
Perhaps it’s escaping a political power or the fact that you 
are the last of a generation. Easter and Passover teach us 
about LIFE. 

What you believe is not the issue. It’s that you TELL THE 
STORY. The next generation relies on us to bring stories to 
life, and to make happenings real to them. We are com-
manded to guide and direct them as best we can.

The BNC survives because of all of you. When we work 
together, we move more mountains (perhaps of books), but 
we move them. We use our imaginations and our creativity. 
We need many more of you to attend board meetings to 
inform us as to the type of programming that you would 
like to have for the new year. If you are away, e-mail or call 
me with a suggestion.

The month of March has been unusually busy for us. I 
hope you did not miss the fantastic events planned. Our 
closing luncheon is on Monday, April 7, at the home of Dr. 
Peter and Barbara Danes. Our speaker will be Ed Wright 
of the U of A Judaic Studies. I sure hope to see you then.

If you are driving home for the holidays, drive carefully.
Happy Easter and Happy Passover
Lynn Cramer, President 

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 
of BNC wish:
Jan Linn A speedy recovery
Betty Jane Koppel A speedy recovery
Cathy Olswing Congratulations on being elected as the
  president of the Mountain Region of
  Hadassah

If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact 
Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, C.Hegwer@comcast.
net or 529-8484. A card will be sent and an acknowledg-
ment will appear in the bulletin. 

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your Member-

ship Directory (changes underlined):
Arlene S Gray 5044 E Calle Brillante 85718
  ArleneSGray@gmail.com

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 

our chapter. Add them to your Membership Directory:
Linda Blum 6386 E Placita Divine 85750 612-7799
  SBlum@berkeley.edu
Esther R Harris 5401 N Camino de Las Brisas 529-5829 
(Lewis)  85750 LewAndEs@comcast.net

New members are the life of our chapter. When you see 
new members at a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, 
welcome them warmly. _

To Winter Visitors
Each summer, we have to mail bulletins, including Study 

Group Guides, to your out-of-town address. It would help 
us greatly if you would check your Membership Directory 
to make sure we have the correct address.

Also, if there are no months in parentheses next to your 
summer address, we don’t know when you come and when 
you leave, so we often don’t know whether to send your 
mail to your Tucson or your other address. Let Steve Seltzer 
know the dates of your stay in Tucson by contacting him 
at seltz5001@aol.com or 520-299-3788.

Additionally, we send many last-minute changes by e-
mail blast. If we don’t have your current e-mail address (it 
should be in the Membership Directory), send that infor-
mation to Steve Seltzer. 
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President’s Corner We Wish Our Members…



⇓ Not to Be Missed ⇓

I am excited to come to the Spring Luncheon to congratulate our new officers, new members,
volunteers, and Study Group leaders.

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone ___________________  E-mail ______________________________________________________________

_____ @ $18 = Total $ _____ made out to BNC ($15 per reservation is tax-deductible) 
 
and mail to Arlene Zuckerman, 5448 N. Paseo Sonoyta, Tucson, AZ 85750, by April 4.

President.............................................. Lynn.Cramer*
VP/Book.Business.....................................Meg.Sivitz*
VP/Publications.................................. Steve.Seltzer*
Recording.Secretary.................................Lois.Bodin
Treasurer.................................... Arlene.Zuckerman*
Study.Group.Team..........................Roggie.Edberg,
. . . Fay.Green,.Lydia.Hirsh,.Karen.Loeb,
. . . Phyllis.Ollove,.and.Sonda.Wikman
*indicates.continuing.in.office

Membership.Team......................... Zelda.Aaronson
. . . Lynn.Cramer,.Elsa.Goldberg,.Linda.Laden,
. . . Marilyn.Lobell,.Eve.Pinkert,
. . . Helene.Sbar,.and.Marianne.Taussig
Financial.Secretary.................. Betty.Jane.Koppel*
Advisor................................................Elaine.Lisberg*
Nominating.Committee:.Shelly.Abell,.Patrice.
Brown,.Aimee.Doctoroff,.Phyllis.Fassler,.Ruth.
Friedman,.Joan.Rosenbluth,.and.Carol.Sumner

✂

Spring Luncheon and inStaLLation of officerS

The nominating committee, chaired by Ruth FRiedman, has proposed the following people as officers. An 
asterisk indicates the person is staying in office. Members can make additional nominations from the floor 
at the event. 

Come to the Spring meeting, 
inStallation, and reCognition lunCheon

monday, april 7, 11:30 a.m.

home of BarBara daneS, 4655 north plaCita roCa BlanCa

and meet J. edward wright, univerSity of arizona

direCtor of JewiSh StudieS and

J. edward wright endowed profeSSor of JudaiC 
StudieS

Buffet lunCh

proCeedS from thiS event will Benefit SuStaining the Mind: Scientific ReSeaRch 
and ScholaRShipS

Bring hotel toiletrieS, new undergarmentS, and Children’S BookS in 
good Condition  

for our Community ServiCe/SoCial JuStiCe program.
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the uni-

versity through fund-raising and through activities that reflect 

the values on which the university was founded: academic 

excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and service to 

the community. 

I wish you all could have been with me 
when I went to Brandeis recently for our 
National Executive Board meeting and my 
first University Board of Trustees meet-
ing. The experience reinforced for me the 
uniqueness of the university we support.

Students at Brandeis, despite their heavy academic loads, 
donate 56,000 hours of community service to their local 
community, the city of Waltham, Mass. It’s not surprising 
then that the university hosts ’DEIS Impact, a week-long 
celebration of social justice jointly sponsored by the Ethics 
Center and the Student Union. Two of Nelson Mandela’s 
grandchildren were keynote speakers at the opening ses-
sion this year.

Another great example of the university’s social engage-
ment is the Posse Foundation, started by a Brandeis alumna. 
Posse helps promising at-risk college students in the liberal 
arts and the sciences succeed by giving them the academic 
and personal support they need to thrive.

In the labs and classrooms, supporting scientific research 
and scholarships is a key to Brandeis’ future. Our Sustaining 
the Mind: Scientific Research and Scholarships campaign raises 
resources for Brandeis researchers who seek to under-
stand the brain and learn more about neurodegenerative 
diseases.

By the way, the students I met on campus told me they 
never say they “like” Brandeis—they always say they “love” 
Brandeis.

Fondly,
Barb Sander, National President 

From the Prez

Community Service/ 
Social Justice

The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, re-

minds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
school supplies.

Books From Mom is a program that gives new and gently 
used children’s books to women in prison so they can read 
to their visiting offspring.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com 
or 615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

¢

EDF Fellows Meeting
THE APRIL MEETING IS CANCELED.
Our men’s group, the EDF Fel-

lows, will hold its next lunch meeting 
on Monday, May 12, from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. at the Viscount Hotel.

The speaker will be Stanley Feldman, 
former Chief Justice of the Arizona 
Supreme Court.

Any man in Tucson is cordially in-
vited to attend, join the fellowship, 
and enjoy the fascinating speakers. 
Members are encouraged to bring guests. Women are in-
vited. For a reservation, contact Steve Seltzer by Thursday 
morning before the meeting.

Lunch is $20. For more information, contact Steve Selt-
zer, 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com, 

Tucson Chapter, BNC April 2014 Page 4



Tucson Chapter Newsletter
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Assistant Editor ................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Copy Editor ........................................................Beverly Fine
Proofreaders ........................Soralé Fortman, Janet Seltzer
Circulation .............................................................Fern Feder

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The newsletter is published from August through May. The 
deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Officers
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
Vice-president Book Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meg Sivitz
Vice-president Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brenda Schneider
Vice-president Publications. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Seltzer
Vice-presidents Study Groups . . . .Fran Caspe & Kathy Cohen
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Natalie Smith
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Betty Jane Koppel
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aimee Doctoroff
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman
Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg
Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 747-
3224 or e-mail us at BNCTucson@gmail.com 

2014 Tucson  
Chapter Calendar

Book Fund Event  Friday, March 28
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 7
Spring Luncheon and Installation Monday, April 7
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 5
Study Group Guide Tuesday, September 2

*Come to our open Board Meetings

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Used Book Sale
March 15 and 16
At the UA Mall

Tourist in Your Own Town

Ruth Friedman, Jolene Gruener, Helene Sbar,  Carol Sumner, 
Aimee Doctoroff, Susan Chaikin, and Fay Green 

(not in photo: Linda Laden)

The “Tourist in Your Own Town” Study Group, led by 
Ruth Friedman, had a Barrio Viejo tour on February 26. 
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Don’t Be Dragon.

ENTICE your Friends,

Neighbors, and

Acquaintances

To be new members

Of the Tucson chapter.



We are so thankful for the fantastic donations from 
Brandeis members to the Book & Author Silent Auction. 
The talent in our organization is beautiful to behold. Thank 
you to Ronald and Patrice Brown for photographic murals, 
and for Jennifer Carr’s fetish necklace, Dr. Martin and BJ 
Kass’ dried gourd on a wooden platter centerpiece, Fran 
Caspe’s three necklaces and earring set, Vicki Kaufman’s 
Belleek Pottery bud vase, and Roggie and Barry Edberg’s 
gift certificate.

Merchants in our community have also been very forth-
coming, and we are grateful for the support of Red Door 
Spa, Gadabout Spa, Alfonso Olive Oil & Balsamics, AJ’s 
Fine Food, The West Gift Shop, and Jax Stained Glass by 
Jack Mulock.

Visit the Silent Auction table and bid, bid, bid. You will find 
excellent items to support Brandeis’ Sustaining the Mind: 
Scientific Research and Scholarships. The items will also be 
shown at the Soirée on the prior evening.

Thanks from Brenda Schneider and Roggie Edberg, co-
chairs of the auction. 

Silent Auction Tribute
This year, our member Dr. Ben Sch-

neider will be leading our Book Fund 
Event, the discussion of Edward P. Jones’ 
book, The Known World.

Ben is a psychologist from and a 
professor emeritus at the University of 
Maryland. His doctorate was in organiza-
tional and social psychology. He has also 

received his bachelors degree in psychology and business 
administration from Alfred University (upstate New York) 
and an MBA in industrial psychology from Baruch College 
of the City University of New York. 

His work interests are organizational climate and culture, 
staffing, and employee engagement. Currently, he is a dis-
tinguished scholar in residence at the University of Arizona 
Eller College of Management and a Senior Research Fellow 
in the Workforce Surveys and Analytics section of CEB, a 
company that provides advisory services to businesses 
worldwide.

He has written 12 books in his field as well as about 50 
articles in refereed journals. He has lectured in many uni-
versities throughout the world. His curriculum vitæ is over 
30 pages! Don’t miss his discussion! 

Benjamin Schneider, PhD

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

• Go to www.tucsonbnc.org. 
• Fill out the Amazon search box on the left.
• Buy anything from Amazon.
• The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
 Amazon purchases made this way.
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 It is time to let your friends, acquaintances, and relatives know Brandeis is 
having a special “celebrate spring” offer. People who join starting in April will 
receive a membership through June 2015 for the price of 12 months. Single 
memberships are $60 and couples $100.

Spread the word that we have ongoing activities such as a speakers, lunches, 
and, best of all, they will join all members in receiving about September 2014, 
Study Groups. Support Brandeis and have your friends learn about a wonder-
ful opportunity. Fifteen months for the price of a twelve-month membership  
is available.

Contact Membership VP Brenda Schneider, brenbenj@aol.com or 441-9424, to join and receive the benefits 
of membership in the Brandeis National Committee. 

 *15-MONTHS* MEMBERSHIP  SPRING OFFER  *15-MONTHS*



I Want to Give to Sustaining the Mind.
Any donation is gratefully appreciated to assist in research in neurodegenerative diseases.
Circle the amount you wish to donate or fill in the “Other” category.

 $5000 $1000 $500 $250 $100 $50 $25 Other_____

Your name ________________________________ Contact information __________________________________________

Make the check out to BNC and please mail this to Lynn Cramer, 6382 N. Camino Miraval, Tucson, AZ 85718.
We thank you for your support.

Tucson
 Chapter

✂

Every 68 seconds, an American develops Alzheimer’s disease. Parkinsonism is the second-most-common degen-
erative disorder. One in 88 children has autism. Other problems are multiple sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
(ALS, Lou Gehrig disease), retinal degeneration, and other forms of dementia, and there is no cure for any of these.

As people are living longer, neurodevelopment disorders have become a global epidemic. Neurodegeneration can 
start at birth, such as autism spectrum disorder, including Asperger’s syndrome. At this time, government funding for 
scientific research is shrinking. Private support is important to help bridge the gap so a cure can be found for these 
devastating diseases.

The Brandeis National Committee has committed to a $3 million Sustaining the Mind campaign that supports basic 
neuroscience research at Brandeis and establishes an endowed scholarship for students in the sciences. As of June, 
2013, more than $1 million had been raised. The Tucson Chapter is part of this project.

Talented Brandeis professors and students work in over 50 state-of-the-art research labs, seeking to understand the 
fundamental biological processes underlying brain function. Basic research is the key towards finding a cure.

Our chapter will support the Sustaining the Mind campaign by designating proceeds from most events to it. Your 
support of chapter events and projects, therefore, supports Sustaining the Mind.

In addition, direct donations are always welcome. When you support Sustaining the Mind, you are making an invest-
ment in neurodegenerative disease research and tomorrow’s scientists. 

Sustaining the Mind: Scientific Research and Scholarships

Nominating Committee and More
The dedicated members of the Nominating Committee, chaired this year by Ruth Friedman, 

with Barbara Danes, Maxine Goldstein, Jan Linn, Betty Scott, and Meg Sivitz, has done a 
wonderful job arranging for our new officers for the 2014–15 year. The committee gives spe-
cial thanks to their advisor, Elaine Lisberg, who guided them throughout the process. It does, 
however, take more than officers to run a chapter as busy and successful as this.

The officers and board make the policy decisions that determine what programs and events 
we have in an academic year. They are the leaders upon whom we all depend.

We need a full board and, for that, we need volunteers from the membership. There are 
many opportunities to help at the board level. If you wish to contribute to the many events 

and programs we have for our members, our Tucson-area community, and Brandeis University students and faculty, 
contact our president Lynn Cramer, LCramer8@aol.com or 989-3107, and discuss what you might offer Brandeis. 
There is something for everyone. 
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Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Assistant Editor 615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message) ...520-747-3224
Chapter Web site ............................www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail ................................ BNCTucson@gmail.com
Chapter Facebook site ....... http://www.facebook.com/
pages/BNCTucson/115524478528080

Next Board Meeting
Monday, May 5, 2014

10:00 a.m. to noon
Home of Lynn Cramer

6382 North Camino Miraval
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.
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Donor	 Message	 Recipient

Special Book Collection
Brandeis	Friends	 In	honor	of	your	daughter	Deborah’s	engagement	 Shelly	Abell	&	Dan	Weisz
Brandeis	Friends	 In	honor	of	the	marriage	of	your	granddaughter,	
	 	 Rebecca	Sivitz	to	Sean	Jackowitz	 Meg	&	Ron	Sivitz
Brandeis	Friends	 In	honor	of	the	marriage	of	your	granddaughter,	
	 	 Rebecca	Sivitz	to	Sean	Jackowitz	 Meg	&	Ron	Sivitz
Brandeis	Friends	 In	honor	of	the	marriage	of	your	granddaughter,	
	 	 Rebecca	Sivitz	to	Sean	Jackowitz	 Meg	&	Ron	Sivitz

Learned Research Journal
Brandeis	Friends	 In	honor	of	your	50th	wedding	anniversary	 Ellen	&	Warren	Bodow

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Edith	Michelson/Sumner	Milender	In	honor	of	your	50th	wedding	anniversary	 Ellen	&	Warren	Bodow

Goldfarb Library Card
Bertie	&	Tom	Herz	 In	honor	of	your	granddaughter’s	wedding	 Meg	&	Ron	Sivitz	
Bertie	&	Tom	Herz	 Best	wishes	for	a	speedy	recovery	 Jan	Linn
Judith	&	Borah	Jacobskind	 In	loving	memory	of	your	beloved	grandma,	Julia	 Marsha	Jacobskind
Judith	&	Borah	Jacobskind	 In	loving	memory	of	your	beloved	wife,	Renee	 Arthur	Feldman
Janet	&	Steve	Seltzer	 In	honor	of	your	daughter’s	engagement	 Shelly	Abell	&	Dan	Weisz
Janet	&	Steve	Seltzer	 Congratulations	on	your	new	home	 Arlene	Gray	

Express  Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-
well wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact one of the names below. The recipient is  
acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah or sor-
row and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.

Book Fund donations:
 $5.50 Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50 Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00 Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50 Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $36.50 Learned Research Journal
 $56.50 Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 Special Book Collection
 $500.00 Major Book Collection
Contact Book Fund chair Shelly Abell, REAbell@aol.com, 299-0057 or 

409-2346.



Tucson Chapter Calendar April 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Noon Men’s 

Books
1:00 Cont. 

Fiction

3
1:30 Laugh 

& Feel 
Good

4 5
5:30 Single 

Women’s 
Circle

6 7
11:30 

Spring 
Luncheon

1:00 Guid-
ed Bridge 

1:30 Medi-
tation

8
10:00 Per-

sonality

9
10:00 Page 

Turners
Noon Eth-

nic Lunch

10
1:00 Art 

Scene

11 12

First Seder Passover 1 Passover 2 Passover 3
Good Friday 

Passover 4 Passover 5
13
10:00 Books 

& Bagels

14 15
1:00 Foreign 

Film
7:00 Fabu-

lous Flicks 
1 & 2 

16
10:00 Jew-

elry for 
Novices

11:30 Mys-
tery Books

12:30 Lady 
Boomers

17 18 19

Easter
Passover 6 Passover 7 Passover 8
20 21

1:00 Guid-
ed Bridge

22 23
 

24
Dinner with 

Brandeis

25 26

27 28 29 30

April 1 is April Fools Day; First Seder is April 14; Passover is April 15 to 22; Tax Day is April 15; Good Friday is April 18; 
Easter is April 20; Earth Day is April 22; Yom HaShoah is April 27.

Planning for Next Year
We plan our year for you. If you would like to help us plan what events and projects we have and when during the 

2014–15 year, come to our Monday, May 5, meeting, 10:00 a.m., at the home of Lynn Cramer, 6382 North Camino 
Miraval, near the corner of Orange Grove and Skyline Roads.

This is your opportunity to have input and affect the process of choosing what we do. So come on down and work 
with other Brandeis members to ensure that we are doing what you want.

Directions to to Lynn Cramer’s home: from the corner of Orange Grove and Skyline, go west on Orange Grove. Take 
the first left onto E. Camino la Zorrela. Then take the first left onto N. Camino Miraval. The Cramer home is the fourth 
home on the right. 
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April 7
Installation & Spring 
Closing Luncheon

March 28
Book Fund Event

September 2
Study Group Guides 
Mailed

2014 CALENDAR

What’s New at 
Brandeis University in Waltham?
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Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
3825 North Oracle Road
Tucson, Arizona 85705-3254

Brandeis University scientists, in research funded by a grant from the National Institutes of Health, have illuminated 
the blueprint of potassium ion channels, key structures in the heart that help regulate its contractions. For years, sci-
entists have debated how many KCNE1 proteins are required to build one of these channels, theorizing anywhere 
between one and 14. Now, Brandeis researchers found that these channels are built with two E1s.

Leigh Plant, assistant research professor of biochemistry, along with postdoctoral fellows Dazhi Xiong, Hui Dai, 
and provost and professor of biochemistry Steve Goldstein, published their findings in the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences on Monday, March 3. 

This report challenges a previous study—the findings of which are currently being used in drug development trials 
and animal models—that anywhere between one and four E1s are required per channel. Brandeis researchers hope 
their new findings may help create more effective models to study heart conditions and their treatment. 

A single heartbeat is the expanding and contracting of the heart muscle. It is controlled, in part, by a series of chan-
nels on the surface of heart cells that regulate the movement of different ions into and out of the cells.  The potassium 
ion channel is critical to ending each heart contraction and is made up of the proteins Q1 and E1. Q1s create the pore 
that the potassium flows through, and the E1s control how slowly that pore opens and closes, how many channels 
are on the cell surface of each cell, and how they are regulated by medications.

Goldstein’s team observed E1 in live mammalian cells at remarkable sensitivity, counting the proteins in individual 
channels, something that had never been done before in this area of research.  Goldstein and his team said they hope 
these findings will give researchers a quintessential key to unlocking the intricacies of the heartbeat. 

The Hubbub About the Heart’s Lub-dub
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