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M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your Member-

ship Directory (changes underlined):
Mary Jane Delfs  4370 N Camino Arco 85718
 & Charles Hunter
Lisa Ungar and Dr. Robert Fridrich Bob.Lisa96@gmail.com

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 

our chapter. Add them to your Membership Directory:
Hannah & 6290 E Placita Lozana 85750 585-615-8625
 Arnold Rosenblatt  HLRosenblatt1@gmail.com
  ArnieR100@gmail.com
Robert Rosenblum see Marsha Rosenblum
  tworbob@earthlink.net
Pamela Sorock 6260 N Cerrada Morena 8518 529-0466
 (Robert)  PamelaSorock@gmail.com

New members are the life of our chapter. When you see 
new members at a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, 
welcome them warmly. 

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 
of BNC wish:

Soralé & Marvin Fortman
 Congratulations on the marriage of your son Brian
  to Lisa in California.
Steve & Linda Laden
 Mazal tov on the birth of a new granddaughter.
If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact 

Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, CharlotteSH@me.com 
or 529-8484. A card will be sent and an acknowledgment 
will appear in the bulletin. 

Rain falls and nature awakens in so many 
different ways. Color returns from winters 
past and new growth appears in pale col-
ors on the surface of what yesterday were 
dying plants. How I love spring. Spring 
means Book & Author (B & A) season. It 
provides an opportunity for us to hear from 
great authors of our time. 

This year, we also are welcoming nine 
high school students from Flowing Wells School District 
to the B & A Luncheon. They are so excited for the chance 
to hear a current author. Their instructor has been working 
with them for months in preparation for the event.

For the first time in many years, I have read books by 
each author, feeling more excited with each read. So many 
of the books have messages for living a more productive 
life, a life full of wonder, a life full of harmony and working 
well with others. Using the words of Daniel James Brown 
in The Boys in the Boat, “You develop the swing.” Somehow, 
after four years as serving as your president, I feel like I am 
finally developing the “swing.” I hope it will not take the 
next president quite so long. 

Please join me at the Book & Author Events on Wednes-
day and Thursday, March 11 and 12. The Book & Author 
committee has worked its magic, and the program prom-
ises to be special in so many different ways. Come out and 
support your chapter. More important, enjoy the days’ 
events for yourself. Skyline Country Club provides a fan-
tastic view of Tucson from high in the Foothills. The food 
is always mouth-watering. The programs promise to be 
both entertaining and educational. All funds will go to the 
Sustaining the Mind campaign. Join in the “swing of things.” 
Become more active in your chapter. Take a leading role on 
a planning committee or as a volunteer member. Ideas for 
programs come out of committees. We would like you to 
step up and give a few hours of your time and volunteer 
for next year. We need each one of you and your special 
abilities.

I am looking forward to greeting you at the Book & Author 
programs. Bring a friend or neighbor as prospective new 
members. Be sure to introduce yourself to new members 
who attend. Greet the authors. We will have a Silent Auc-
tion, authors’ books for sale, and a wonderful boutique. 
Come and ENJOY!

Lynn Cramer, President 

President’s Corner We Wish Our Members…
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Again this year, Sheila Rothenberg, who finds our wonderful authors, has selected a fascinating group of 
writers for the March 2015 Book & Author Events on Wednesday evening, March 11, for the Soirée, and Thurs-
day, March 12, for the Luncheon. If you haven’t done it yet, reserve the dates for an exciting experience. You 
should have received an invitation in the mail, and this bulletin has a response form on page 5.

Daniel James Brown is the author of The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic 
Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, which spent a year on the New York Times Best 
Sellers list following its publication in June 2013 and currently is near the top of its soft-
cover list. The book was named Best Nonfiction Book of the Year for 2014 by the American 
Booksellers Association and took first place in the Washington State Awards for General 
Nonfiction.

He states his primary interest as a writer is in bringing compelling historical events to life 
as vividly and accurately as he can. His two previous titles were The Indifferent Stars Above: 

The Harrowing Saga of a Donner Party Bride and Under a Flaming Sky: The Great Hinckley Firestorm of 1894. 
Jillian Cantor is the author of award-winning novels for teens and adults, including, most 

prominently, the critically acclaimed Margot: A Novel. The book was a Library Reads pick for 
September, 2013, and was featured in O the Oprah Magazine, People, Ladies’ Home Journal, 
and Time, among many others.

Everyone who has read The Diary of Anne Frank knows that Anne and her sister Margot 
died of typhus in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. However, what if Margot didn’t 
die? What if she survived and emigrated to America?

Ms Cantor posits this alternative scenario with a modern eye for symptoms of trauma 
and survivor’s guilt, poignantly examining how Margot must cope when Anne’s diary is published. You will 
not want to miss hearing the author talk about the fictional life and happy ending she created, one that was 
so cruelly denied to the real Margot.

Laura Lippman, “one of the best novelists around, period,” according to the Washington 
Post, while working full-time as a newspaper reporter for 20 years, including 12 at The 
[Baltimore] Sun, began writing novels and published seven books about “accidental” private 
detective Tess Monaghan before leaving daily journalism in 2001.

Between her Monaghan books and her New York Times bestselling stand-alone novels, 
she has been awarded the Edgar, Anthony, Agatha, Shamus, Nero Wolfe, Gumshoe, and 
Barry Awards and nominated for the Hammett and Macavity, as she has greatly expanded 
the boundaries of mystery fiction and psychological suspense. Lippman’s latest work, 

Hush Hush, will launch February 24 and will be available for sale and autographing at the March 12 B&A 
luncheon at Skyline Country Club. 

David Morrell was a professor of English at the University of Iowa when he penned First 
Blood, a ground-breaking novel about a returned Vietnam veteran suffering from post-
traumatic stress disorder who comes into conflict with a small-town police chief and fights 
his own version of the Vietnam War. The book earned Morrell the title of “Father of Modern 
Action Novels”; made Rambo, the book’s hero, a household name; and led to four box office-
hit movies starring Sylvester Stallone. 

Morrell continued to teach while simultaneously writing other novels, many of them inter-
national bestsellers, including the classic spy trilogy, The Brotherhood of the Rose, The Fraternity 
of the Stone, and The League of Night and Fog. In 1986, wearying of two professions, Morrell gave up academia 
in order to write full time. The author of 30 works of fiction and nonfiction, Morrell is an Edgar, Anthony, and 
Macavity nominee as well as a three-time recipient of the distinguished Bram Stoker Award. International 
Thriller Writers has honored him with its prestigious career-achievement Thriller Master Award. 

Book & Author Amazing Writers
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the uni-

versity through fund-raising and through activities that reflect 

the values on which the university was founded: academic 

excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and service to 

the community. 

Community Service/ 
Social Justice

The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, re-

minds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
school supplies.

Books From Mom is a program that gives new and gently 
used children’s books to women in prison so they can read 
to their visiting offspring.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com 
or 615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

EDF Fellows Meeting
Our men’s group, the EDF Fellows, will hold its next 

lunch meeting on Monday, March 9, from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. at the Viscount Hotel.

Anyone in Tucson is cordially invited 
to attend, join the fellowship, and 
enjoy the fascinating speakers. Mem-
bers are encouraged to bring guests. 
Women are invited. For a reservation, contact Steve Seltzer 
by Thursday morning before the meeting.

Lunch is $22. For more information, contact Steve Selt-
zer, 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com, Howard Schwartz, 
615-2915, howtru3@comcast.net, or Tom Herz, 745-
5852, tghmkh@mindspring.com. 

Dear fellow Brandeis National Commit-
tee member,

President Frederick Lawrence announced 
that he plans to leave Brandeis on June 30, 
and I want to thank him for his dedica-
tion to Brandeis and wish him well in his 

future endeavors. He has worked tirelessly on behalf of 
the university.

During his five academic years on campus, President 
Lawrence recognized the important role that the Brandeis 
National Committee played in the ascension of Brandeis 
and sought to better engage our members in the life of 
the university.

In fact, in January, he joined us via Skype and served as 
the keynote speaker at our Sustaining the Mind luncheon 
in Boca Raton, Florida. President Lawrence thanked our 
members for their generosity in support of the fund-raising 
initiative and spoke glowingly about our organization.

President Lawrence helped build a strong foundation that 
positions Brandeis for future growth:

• The university is on solid financial footing and the en-
dowment recently reached an all-time high.

• Brandeis is a “hot” school; the university received more 
than 10,000 applications for the Class of 2018.

• The Rose Art Museum has regained its standing as one 
of the country’s outstanding university museums.

Looking ahead, I have great confidence in Provost Lisa 
Lynch, P’17, the Maurice B. Hexter Professor of Social and 
Economic Policy, who will serve as interim president begin-
ning July 1. She is an inspiring leader and understands the 
unique culture of Brandeis.

With the help of the Brandeis National Committee, I know 
the university is poised for future greatness. I look forward 
to the next chapter in Brandeis’ history.

Best, Barbara Sander, National President 

From the National Prez
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& 19th Annual
Book
 Author Events
  March 11 & 12, 2015
Brandeis National Committee, Tucson Chapter

Proceeds Raised by the Book & Author Events Will Fund  
Sustaining the Mind: Scientific Research and Scholarships.

Evening Soirée
Wednesday, March 11, 2015

Dine with the Stars

Skyline Country Club
Crown Room

6:00 p.m.

Seating is Limited

Dine with the Authors  
and Enjoy  

a Unique Musical Program

Valet Parking Available

Book & Author Day
Thursday, March 12, 2015

Skyline Country Club
 9:30 a.m. Author Book 
   Signing 
  Onsite Bookstore
  Boutiques
 10:30 a.m. Program begins
 Noon Buffet Luncheon
 1:00 p.m. Program resumes

Followed by Book Signing and 
More Book Sales

Pulitzer Prize  ___at  $1000 $ ______
4 tickets to Soirée, 4 tickets to Luncheon, seating with an author,  
listing in program, and autographed books from all authors

Publisher  ___at $500 $ ______
2 tickets to Soirée, 2 tickets to Luncheon, seating with an author,  
listing in program, and autographed books from two authors

Editor  ___at $400 $ ______
2 tickets to Soirée, 2 tickets to Luncheon, seating with an author,

Scribe  ___AT $175 $ ______
1 ticket to Soirée, 1 ticket to Luncheon, seating with an author

Author  ___AT $125 $ ______
1 ticket to Luncheon, seating with an author

Evening Soirée only  ___at  $75/$85 $ ______
Member $75. Non-member $85

Luncheon  ___at  $70/$80 $ ______
1 ticket to Luncheon. Member $70. Non-member $80

Total for one or both events  $ ______
Questions: Sheila Rothenberg, sheila.tucson@comcast.net or 232-9559

MasterCard/Visa/AmEx ________________________________________

Expiration Date ________________________________________________

Signature  _____________________________________________________

Print Name(s) _________________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________

Phone  _____________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to BNC.
Return this reservation form by March 3, 2015, with check or credit card 
information to:
Soralé Fortman, 6300 E. Speedway Blvd. #1321, Tucson, Arizona 85710.

Luncheon table seats 8-10. Please print your list of table companions on a 
piece of paper with this order form.

Proceeds raised will benefit Brandeis University’s Sustaining the Mind program, 
supporting neuroscience research and endowed science scholarships.
Of the ticket amount, $32.50 for the Soirée and $40 for the Luncheon  

are not tax-deductible. Seating is limited.

&
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Tucson Chapter Newsletter
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders ........................Soralé Fortman, Janet Seltzer
Circulation .............................................................Fern Feder

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The newsletter is published from August through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Officers
President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
Vice-president Book Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meg Sivitz
Vice-president Publications. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Seltzer
Vice-president Programming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Natalie Smith
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Betty Jane Koppel
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Davya Cohen
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman
Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg

Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 
747-3224 or e-mail us at @gmail.com. 

So, what’s a nice Jewish boy from Brooklyn doing in the 
Wild, Wild West? Funny you should ask.

One would be hard-pressed to find a more Brooklyn-like 
setting than the one Bob Rothenberg grew up in. For 22 
years, he lived across the street from Ebbets Field, then the 
home of his beloved Dodgers, and within walking distance 
of Prospect Park, the Brooklyn Museum, the Brooklyn 
Botanic Gardens, and the main branch of the Brooklyn 
Public Library.

His boyhood was spent on the street after school, where 
a Spaldeen (the ubiquitous pink rubber ball) was all that was 
needed to keep him and his friends busy until reluctantly 
dragged in for dinner. 

At the age of 17, he departed for the University of Penn-
sylvania, where he had the distinction of graduating from 
the Wharton School with the least amount of Wharton 
credits in his class. This unusual feat was the direct result 
of being enticed during freshman-orientation week into 
signing up for the university’s humor magazine, Pennpix. 
Bob spent the next four years taking as many English and 
journalism courses as possible and the bare minimum of 
business ones. He worked his way up the editorial boards 
of Pennpix and its successor, The Highball, ultimately be-
coming Editor-in-Chief of the latter.

Meanwhile, his summers were spent toiling in the dining 
room at the Workmen’s Circle adult resort in upstate New 
York, where he ultimately became Captain of the Busboys 
and, even more importantly, met Sheila, the gorgeous 
redhead who would become his wife after his stint in the 
Army following graduation from Penn. 

In 1958, Brooklyn suffered dual tragic losses. The Dodg-
ers departed for Los Angeles (curse you, Walter O’Malley!) 
and the newlywed Rothenbergs moved to Howard Beach, 
Queens, where they would reside for the next 45 years and 
raise their kids, Michael, Josh, and Susan. 

Bob went to work for USA Today magazine, from which 
he retired in 2003 as Editor-in-Chief and Publisher. While at 
USA Today, Sheila and Bob undertook a series of husband-
and-wife travel articles, “An Unguided Tour of . . .,” which 
over the years took them to Israel, England, Ireland, France, 
Italy, Scandinavia, and most of the Caribbean islands, as 
well onto the fabled Orient Express.

Sheila and Bob never thought they would leave New York, 
but a confluence of events changed their minds: a succes-
sion of vastly unwelcome snowy winters and an invitation 

Meet Your 
Associate Editor

Continued on page 7

2015
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Used Book Sale  February 13 to 22
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 2
Book & Author Soirée Wednesday, March 11
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, March 12 
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 6
Spring Luncheon & Book Fund Event Monday, April 27
Board Meeting & Planning Meeting* Monday, May 4
Study Group Guide Tuesday, September 8

*Come to our open Board Meetings, usually at the Dusenberry 
River Road Library.

Save the dates and mark your calendar
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to a wedding of friends’ son at Skyline Country Club. After 
a few days of learning about Tucson’s climate and surpris-
ing cultural attractions and looking at houses, they were 
hooked. Back up the moving vans, and Westward Ho!

Sheila promptly found a happy niche working with the 
Tucson Chapter of Brandeis University, becoming the “au-
thor wrangler” for its annual Book & Author Events. Mean-
while, Bob contentedly settled in for a life of indolence with 
a stack of books at poolside and a-couple-of-times-a-week 
bridge games.

The totally idle life soon lost its charm, and the ink in his 
blood drew him back into editorial pursuits. Steve Seltzer 
“volunteered” him to copy edit and proofread Brandeis’ 
Bulletin, returning him to the game and, modestly speaking, 
eliminating a passel of errors in its pages. Then, appetite 
whetted by kibitzing Sheila’s B&A work, he began to chip 
in on that project, becoming Tonto to her Lone Ranger, so 
to speak.

With the exception of frequent trips east to see the kids, 
their mates (Jo Ann, Allison, and Tommy), and three won-
derful grandchildren (Danny, Jessie Violet, and Lia), New 
York’s loss has become Tucson’s gain. All of which, perhaps 
a little longwindedly, answers the question set forth at the 
head of this column. 

Meet Your … continued from page 6 Tourist in Your Own Town 
Study Group Photos

Elsa Goldberg, Barbara Kessler, Kathy Cohen,  
Arlene Zuckerman, Barbara Danes,  

Zelda Aaronson, and Maxine Goldstein

Ruth Friedman, Lynn Cramer, Natalie Smith,  
Aimee Doctoroff, Susan Chaikin, and Shirley Goldberg

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

•	 Go	to	www.tucsonbnc.org.  
•	 Click	on	the	green	GO!	button.
•	 Buy	anything from Amazon.
•	 The	Tucson	Chapter	will	benefit	from	all	your
 Amazon purchases made this way.

Twenty-six years ago, sisters Bobbe Arnett and Tricia 
Clapp decided they needed to do something more with 
their lives—something fun and interesting. Maybe, they 
thought, they should open a store. Since reading was 
something they both enjoyed, they rented a store and, with 
the help of family, put up and stocked bookshelves. Thus, 
the sisters’ independent book store was born. 

On March 12, for the third year, Mostly Books will set up 
an onsite bookshop at Skyline Country Club for the Book & 
Author Luncheon. Authors will sign the books you purchase 
and a percentage of the sales will go toward Sustaining the 
Mind. So, please keep this in mind as you peruse the tables 
of books that Bobbe and Tricia will bring to our event.

In its location on Speedway and Wilmot, Mostly Books 
thrives not only for its dedication to selling books, but 
because of the sisters’ enterprising concept of providing 
their back room to book discussion groups of all genres, 
including Brandeis Tucson Chapter Study Groups. In addi-
tion, Mostly Books sells greeting cards and hosts authors 
regularly. 
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Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Assistant Editor 615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message) ...520-747-3224
Chapter Web site ............................www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail ................................ BNCTucson@gmail.com
Chapter Facebook site ....... http://www.facebook.com/
pages/BNCTucson/115524478528080

Next Board Meeting
Monday, March 2, 2015

10:00 a.m. to noon
Dusenberry-River Road Library

5605 East River Road at Craycroft Road
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.

Donor Message Recipient
Special Book Collection

Brandeis Friends Congratulations on the marriage of Brian & Lisa Sorale & Marvin Fortman
Brandeis Friends Mazel Tov on the marriage of your son Sorale & Marvin Fortman

Learned Research Journal Folio
Brandeis Friends Mazel Tov on your granddaughter’s bat mitzvah Charlotte Toppel

Learned Research Journal
Janet & Steve Seltzer In honor of the marriage of your son Brian to Lisa Soralé & Marvin Fortman

Goldfarb Library Card
Rachel Barker and
 Soralé & Marvin Fortman Get well soon Sandi Levkowitz 

Express  Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well 
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact one of the names below. The recipient is  
acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah or sorrow and respond. 
Show you care — send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
 $5.50 Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50 Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00 Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50 Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $36.50 Learned Research Journal
 $56.50 Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 Special Book Collection
 $500.00 Major Book Collection
Contact Book Fund chair Shelly Abell, REAbell@aol.com, or 299-0057.

Don’t keep Brandeis to yourself.
Have your friends and neighbors join this amazing organization.
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Tucson Chapter Calendar March 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
5:00 Nostal-

gia Trip

2
10:00 Board 

Meeting
1:00 Guid-

ed Bridge
1:30 Medi-

tation

3
1:00 For-

eign Film

4
Noon Men’s 

Book Club
1:00 Con-

temp. Fic-
tion

2:00 Othello
Erev Purim

5
1:00 Guided 

Mah 
Jongg

Purim

6
1:00 BMW

7
5:30 Single 

Women’s 
Circle

8
10:00 Books 

& Bagels 
1,2

9
Noon EDF

10
7:00 Cur-

rent Public 
Policy

11
10:00 Page 

Turners
Noon Eth-

nic Lunch
2:00 Othello
6:00 B&A 

Soirée

12
9:30 B&A 

Luncheon

13
1:00 BMW

14

15
1:00 97 Or-

chard

16
1:00 Guid-

ed Bridge

17
7:00 Fabu-

lous Flicks 
1 & 2

St. Patrick’s 
Day

18
11:30 Mys-

tery Books
12:30 Lady 

Boomers
1:00 Jewelry 

Making
2:00 Othello

19
1:00 Guided 

Mah 
Jongg

20 21

22 23 21 25
10:00 Tour-

ist in Your 
Town

2:00 Othello

26
1:00 Guided 

Mah 
Jongg

1:30 “The 
Play’s the 
Thing”

27 28

29 30 31

Purim, March 4 evening and March 5; St. Patrick’s Day, March 17.

The Book Fund Event, a discussion of Marilynne Robinson’s Housekeeping: A Novel, scheduled for 
Monday, February 16, has been rescheduled for Monday, April 27, at the home of Marianne and Stu-
art Taussig  at 1:00 p.m. as part of the Spring Luncheon. The price will be announced in the March 
bulletin of the Tucson Chapter. 

Changed Book Fund Event Date
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MARCH 12
Book & Author 
Luncheon

MARCH 11
Book & Author 
Soirée

APRIL 27
Book Fund Event

2015 CALENDAR

What’s New at
 Brandeis University in Waltham?
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On a rainy day in Princeton, New Jersey, in 1953, a young physicist named Stanley Deser sat in a shuttle 
on his way to work at the Institute for Advanced Study. At the next stop, Albert Einstein climbed in. De-
ser was surprised—sightings of the legendary physicist were rare, even for a post-doctoral fellow at the 
Institute, where Einstein worked. Deser kept quiet while Einstein chatted away in German with renowned 
logician Kurt Gödel, who was also taking the shuttle that morning. The memory of that five-minute ride 
through soggy Princeton six decades ago is still vivid in Deser’s mind.

“I may be one of the last people alive who has been in a car with Einstein,” says the professor emeritus of physics.
But, in some ways, Deser’s career has been one long ride with Einstein—at least theoretically. In May, the Albert 

Einstein Society will award Deser and University of Maryland colleague Charles Misner the prestigious Einstein Medal 
for their contributions to the study of General Relativity. The ceremony will take place in Bern, Switzerland, where 
Einstein began his career.

Deser joined Brandeis in 1958 and, over the next 50 years, attracted some of the best young minds from around 
the world to the Physics Department. He helped organize the Brandeis Summer Institutes in Theoretical Physics, 
which brought leading physicists to campus and put Brandeis on the map as one of the preeminent universities for 
theoretical physics.

In 1959, Deser, Misner, and their collaborator, the late Richard Arnowitt, published the ADM Formalism, a ground-
breaking formulation that offered a new approach to General Relativity, making it more amenable to modern thinking.

“It is a particular honor to receive this prize on the centennial of General Relativity,” Deser says. “Scientists have an 
ambivalent relationship towards prizes, but I must admit to being gratified about this one.”

Professor Emeritus Deser Awarded Einstein Medal


