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You Are Cordially Invited to Our Opening
Wednesday, October 14, 2015, 11:00 a.m.
Lodge on the Desert

Susan Claassen,

Founder-Director, Invisible Theatre

and Fashions from Soft Surroundings, La Encantada

Seared salmon with sautéed spinach, roasted spaghetti squash, and basmati rice pilaf OR
mushroom ravioli with portobello mushroom sauce, asparagus, shaved Parmesan, and arugula

$36 for Members and Guests
Bring Your Friends and Neighbors
Profits benefit the BNC Scholarship Campaign
$33 is not tax-deductible.
Bring teen hygiene products and school supplies to donate to
Youth on Their Own (YOTO) as our Social Justice project.
Free new & prospective member get-together from 10:30 to 11 a.m.
prior to the luncheon. Be sure to stay for the self-pay luncheon.

✂
Opening Luncheon
_____ Attendees @ $36 = $____
# of salmon ____ ; mushroom ravioli ____
($33 is NOT tax-deductible)
I cannot attend, but donate $____
(tax-deductible)

Please Print
Name(s)______________________________
Contact information (phone and e-mail)
___________________________________
Make check out to BNC and mail by October 1 to
Arlene Zuckerman, 5448 N. Paseo Sonoyta, Tucson,
AZ 85750. (Call 577-1457 for transportation help.)
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M e m be rs h ip

P a g e

President’s Corner

We Wish Our Members…

Summer officially ends, but the warm
weather continues here in Tuc son.
The High Holidays bring us together with
our family and friends as we all look back
on the previous year and wish each other
a Healthy and Happy New Year.
During the summer months, our chapter
leader was Steve Seltzer. Thank you
Steve for a wonderful job of leading our
meetings and helping us plan for our year of Study Groups
and chapter meetings.
Schedule on your calendars the dates for our Opening
Luncheon and the Hanukkah party. Remember to look
carefully at your Study Group Guide and send in your
registration as early as possible after the mailing date.
We have allowed time for the guide to reach our out-oftown crowd. The Study Group committee began working
on the guide early in April, and Steve Seltzer and his
proof-readers worked on it during the summer. Thanks
to those who offered and attended Study Groups during
the summer. We hope to offer more this year. If you have
suggestions or wish to be a Study Group leader either
during the summer months or our full season from October
to May, please send me the details or the ideas.
Our membership team held a new and prospective
member tea in August, and we gained several new
members from the gathering. Thanks to everyone,
especially Terri Freed, Marilyn Lobell, and Patrice Brown.
This year’s program committee is led by Phyllis Fassler
and Aimee Doctoroff, who have done an outstanding
job in planning our Opening Luncheon at the Lodge on
the Desert. I hope all of you will plan to attend this terrific
program.
Welcome back if you have recently returned from lands
near and far.
Happy New Year—La Shanah Tovah
Lynn Cramer, Presidential Leader

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter
of BNC wish:

Directory Changes
Please make the follow ing corrections in your
Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Ben Golden		
Gloria Golden		

Ben-f@comcast.net
GloGolden@gmail.com

Joyce Obedin
6112 N Golden Eagle Dr, 85750
Charles Whitehill		
CHWhitehill@gmail.com
Sondra Wikman		
SW1417@gmail.com

Nancy Apsell
A speedy recovery
Richard & Lee Barker
Congratulations on the birth of your first
	 great-grandson
Patrice & Ron Brown
Congratulations on the birth of grandson
	  Caleb Richard Brown
Family of Betty-Kay Holpert
Condolences on the loss of Betty-Kay
Rowe Kaple
Condolences on the death of your husband
	 James

If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact
Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, CharlotteSH@me.com
or 529-8484. A card will be sent and an acknowledgment
will appear in the bulletin.

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined
our chapter:
Barbara Friedman 5630 E Finisterra Dr, 85750
360-5641
		
Bartul@aol.com
Jane Lassar
6800 N Chapparal Ave, 85718 216-920-8367
		
JLassar@rayco.com
Andrea Lichtenthal 3140 E Crest Shadows Dr, 85718 615-1022
(Peter)		
Lichtenthal@comcast.net
Mincha D Neiditch 931 E Camino Corrida, OV, 85704
		
797-3733
		
Mincha8514@gmail.com

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members
are the life of our chapter. New members are the life of our
chapter. When you see new members at a Tucson Chapter
event or Study Group, welcome them warmly.

In Memoriam

Members Betty-Kay Holpert
and James M. Kaple

Condolences

Tucson Chapter
sends its condolences to
Rowe Kaple
on the loss of her husband James.
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Vice-presidents of programming Aimee Doctoroff and Phyllis Fassler have planned
an amazing Opening Fall Luncheon for Wednesday, October 14. Lodge on the Desert
on Alvernon just south of East Fifth Street is our exciting venue. The Lodge is a vintage
Tucson establishment, built as a private home in 1931 and converted to a hotel in
1936. There was a massive renovation in 2009, increasing the
number of hotel rooms, but remaining quaint in the public area.
We are honored to have as our entertainment Susan Claassen, founder of the Invisible Theatre
in 1975 and well-known local actress, producer, and managing assistant director. She is known
nationally and internationally for playing the famed costume designer in “A Conversation with
Edith Head.” She has entertained us before, and we all look forward to her appearance at the
luncheon.
In addition, Soft Surroundings, a clothing, bedding, and home furnishings shop at La Encantada,
will have a woman’s fashion show during the meal, using Brandeis ladies as models.
Lodge on the Desert will prepare a wonderful luncheon, with a salad, choice of seared salmon
with sauteed spinach, roasted spaghetti squash, and basmati rice pilaf or mushroom ravioli with
portobello mushroom sauce, asparagus, shaved Parmesan, and arugula, and finishing with Arizona citrus cheesecake
for dessert.
For only $36, you can’t beat what you are getting. Fill out the RSVP form on the front page of this bulletin now!

Knit, Needlepoint, Embroider, and More
This year, all those who do needle arts and crafts have a chance to interact with others
with similar interests in Lois Bodin’s “Sit ’N’ Stitch” Study Group. Not only can you assist
each other with projects, you can schmooze as you finish UFOs (unfinished objects) or WIP
(works in progress). You can share patterns and learn new techniques from each other.
Lois is an accomplished stitcher who will share her experiences. This is both an arts
and craft opportunity and a social event. Since there is a class limit of 12 members, fill
out and send in your Study Group form immediately.

Letter From Our Scholarship Student
Dear Tucson Chapter of BNC,
I hope you are enjoying your summer and are staying cool in sunny Arizona. I’m currently volunteering in Ecuador at a
hospital, which has been an incredibly rewarding and interesting experience. I received the Brandeis WOW grant (World
of Work) and have been posting about my time here in Ecuador at: http://blogs.brandeis.edu/wowblog/2015/06/09/
working-in-hospital-in-quito-ecuador/trackback/.
I’m very excited to return to Brandeis this coming year, and the past two years have been wonderful and possible
because of my Tucson BNC and MLK scholarships. I feel incredibly honored and humbled to receive this opportunity
and am very thankful for everyone at BNC. Again, I thank you for everything that you and all of the members at BNC
have done for me. I hope to see you in Tucson in August. [This letter was received in early August.]
Best, Paulina Kuzmin
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Why Your Friends Should Join Brandeis:
Enjoy Our Camaraderie.
Lead or Attend Our Study Groups
Share a love of classical music, Shakespeare, or artists.
Lead or learn a skill like jewelry designing,
baking bread, or art.
Facilitate discussions on current events, fiction, or films.
Try Your Hand at
Data entry, filling Internet orders, or selling books on line.
Guide JCC children with intergenerational activities.
Collect Items for the Less Fortunate.
Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse
Youth on Their Own
Books From Mom
Have friends contact Membership Co-chairs
Terri Freed, TerriFreed@aol.com or 300-6152
Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com or 615-0877
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EDF F el lows Mee t ing

Our men’s group, the EDF Fellows, will hold its next
lunch meeting on Monday, October 12, from 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at the Viscount Hotel.
The speaker will be announced in
advance.
Anyone in Tucson is cordially invited
to attend, join the fellowship, and
enjoy the fascinating speakers. Members are encouraged
to bring guests. Women are invited. For a reservation,
contact Steve Seltzer by Thursday morning before the
meeting.
Lunch is $22. For more information, contact Steve Seltzer,
299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com, Howard Schwartz, 6152915, howtru3@comcast.net, or Tom Herz, 745-5852,
tghmkh@mindspring.com.

Community Service/
Social Justice

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis
•
•
•
•

Go to www.tucsonbnc.org.
Click on the GO button (you may put a search).
Buy anything from Amazon.
The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
Amazon purchases made this way.

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing
philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished
liberal arts and research university founded by the American
Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the
university through fund-raising and through activities that
reflect the values on which the university was founded:
academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and
service to the community.

The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, reminds
us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need
of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and
school supplies.
Books From Mom is a program that gives new and gently
used children’s books to women in prison so they can read
to their visiting offspring.
Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com
or 615-0877, or Arlene Gray, ArleneSGray@gmail.com or
229-0006.
Nobody can help everybody,
but everybody can help somebody!
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Meet Your Officers
Rachel Barker is our covice-president of the Book
Business.
She was born in Italy in a
displaced person’s camp in
1946 and came to the United
States with her family in 1948.
Most of Rachel’s younger
years were spent on a chicken
and egg farm in Woodbine,
New Jersey. The family then
moved to Philadelphia, where
she went to Olney High School.
After graduating, Rachel went to three different colleges,
but graduated from and went to graduate school at the
University of Arizona.
While at the U of A, Rachel met her husband Lee as she
was student teaching in Naylor Middle School, where he
was a teacher. They married on New Year’s Day, 1970.
Lee had three children, Scott, Shana, and Kevin, from a
previous marriage. Together, they had daughter Zoe in
1974.
From all the Barkers’ kids, they have four grandsons,
Alec, Aaron, Keaton, and Forrest, basically adults now, and
one granddaughter, Lia, who is 5. Alec has given them a
great-grandson, Ackley, born this past July.
Rachel has been a substitute teacher in the Tucson Public
Schools, a real estate agent, ran a family motel, and now
works at the Tucson Jewish Community Center teaching
exercise classes.
Many years ago, Rachel joined Brandeis and ran a
mystery book group for a year. She became a life member
and used to work the book sales at the El Con Mall and
Foothills Mall. She started working at the Book Depot a
couple of years ago. As she learned our Book Business
more, she agreed to accept the role of vice-president of
the Book Business, which she enjoys. She looks forward
to increasing our efficiency and income at the Depot as
she reorganizes the space.
As for future plans, she hopes to be the oldest exercise
teacher at the JCC, as her motto is: “If you keep moving,
you’ll keep moving.”
She is excited watching her children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchild go through life. She hopes to continue
being a big part of their lives.

2015 –2016
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Book Sale, Foothills Mall
September 24–27
Board Meeting*		
Monday, October 12
Fall Opening Luncheon
Wednesday, October 14
Board Meeting*		
Monday, November 2
Hanukkah Party		
Wednesday, November 18
Board Meeting*		
Monday, December 7
Holiday Fund-Raiser
Thursday, December 24
Board Meeting*		
Monday, January 4
University on Wheels
Thursday, January 7
Board Meeting*		
Monday, February 1
Board Meeting*		
Monday, March 7
Book & Author Soirée
Wednesday, March 9
Book & Author Luncheon
Thursday, March 10
Board Meeting*		
Monday, April 4
Spring Luncheon and Installation
Week of April 11
Board and Planning Meeting*
Monday, May 2
*Come to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Officers
Leadership Council Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
VPs Book Business  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rachel Barker &Meg Sivitz
VPs Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terri Freed & Marilyn Lobell
VPs Programming  . . . . . . . . Aimee Doctoroff & Phyllis Fassler
Vice-president Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Seltzer
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
Financial Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Betty Jane Koppel
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davya Cohen
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman
Advisor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg

Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone,
747-3224 or e-mail us at @gmail.com.

Tucson Chapter Newsletter
Editor-in-chief................................................... Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison........................................................ Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor......................................... Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders... Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer
Circulation..............................................................Fern Feder

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

The newsletter is published from August through May.
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month.
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Use Your Computer Skills
The Tucson Chapter is looking
for someone with intermediate
computer ability who would like
to learn how to advertise us to
our members on Facebook.
We will find you help so you
can learn these new skills and
benefit all of us. If you have an
interest, contact Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

Take advantage of the Jewish History Museum’s
background and knowledge to learn the early history
of the Jewish community in Southern Arizona. In a
series of lectures, you will discover how and why Jewish
pioneers came and how they influenced the general
community and growth of the area. Museum president
Barry Friedman, assisted by docent Sydney Peters,
will transmit their amazing expertise to interested
participants.

For the 2015–16 year, your Brandeis Chapter will have
a Leadership Council with rotating presidential leaders,
all supervised by past-president Lynn Cramer. The gavel
will pass at the end of one board meeting to the end of
the next meeting or two. The presidential leaders will be:
September through November: Lynn Cramer
December and January: Davya Cohen
February through April: Betty Koppel, Terri Freed, and
Marilyn Lobell
Feel free to contact any officer with your questions
or your suggestions. The officer will then transmit the
information to the current presidential leader.

Make Your Voice Heard!

Come to Our Open Board Meetings.
River Road–Dusenberry Library
Monday, 10:30 a.m. to Noon
Next Meeting October 12

We Need Underwriters
The Book Business is very busy and expanding its on-line computer entry
area. For these plans to succeed, we need underwriters for:
1) New roof evaporative cooler, $400.
2) Additional tables, $35 per table.
3) Two refurbished computers, $125 each.
4) Additional desks for the computer for on-line book sales, $35.
5) Bar-code scanner, $50.
Please send your donation to Rachel Barker, 1001 E. Camino de los Padres, Tucson 85718, made out to Brandeis
University and marked in the memo as Book Depot Donation. We thank you for your support of the Book Business,
which raises money for our Endowed Scholarship for a Tucson-area student accepted at Brandeis University.
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New and Prospective Member Event Successful

Barbara Friedman and Jane Lassar

Elizabeth Jackson and
Shirley Kroot

Lee Chutkow, Roz Stein, hostess
Patrice Brown, and Rita Hall

Linda Friedman, Mincha Neiditch,
and Myra Lipson

Marilyn Lobell, Marsha Rosenblum,
B.J. Kaplan, Lynn Cramer,
and Roz Stein

Brandeis National Committee = #1
Our members receive Study
Groups, Luncheon Meetings,
Book & Author events, and Book
Depot and Book Sales.
Our Tucson Community gets
Social Action and an endowed
scholarship for a local student to
Brandeis University.
Brandeis University
students and facult y get
library contributions, support
for Su staining the Mind, and
scholarship.
Have your friends join NOW.

Jane Alpin and Sandi Robrich

B.J. Kaplan, Terri Freed, Patrice
Brown, and Rhonda Kaufman

Terri Freed leading the event

Crafting With Gourds
Marty Kass previously
taught the very popular
“Crafting with Gourds”
for the Tucson Chapter
Study Groups from 2009
through 2011.
Now he’s back. This is
your opportunity to learn an exciting craft from an
expert. You will be taught how to prepare a gourd for
decorating, then begin to create a piece of gourd art.
As an optional part of the class, there is the
opportunity to attend the amazing Wuertz Farm’s
nationally acclaimed Annual Gourd Festival, February
12 to 14, 2016, in Casa Grande.
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Express Your Thoughtfulness

Wit h a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick,
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an
appropriate card — just contact Shelly Abell (contact information below). The
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
$5.50 Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
$10.50 Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
$14.00 Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
$18.50 Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
$25.50 Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
$36.50 Learned Research Journal
$56.50 Learned Research Journal Folio
$100.00 Special Book Collection
$500.00 Major Book Collection
Contact Book Fund chair Shelly Abell, REAbell@aol.com, or 299-0057.

Donor

Message

Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends

Special Book Collection
Congratulations on the birth of your grandson Caleb
Best wishes for a speedy recovery

Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends

Learned Research Journal Folio
Best wishes for a speedy and complete recovery
Wishing you a complete recovery
Best wishes for a speedy recovery

Recipient
Patrice & Ron Brown
Roz Kroft
Terrie Sherman
Roz Kroft
Nancy Apsell

Learned Research Journal
Brandeis Friends
Congratulations on the birth of your first great-grandchild Rachel & Lee Barker
Soralé & Marvin Fortman Condolences on the death of your mother Betty-Kay Holpert
		
Terry Holpert & Alan Stein
Dr Harry & Elsie Kanin
Wishing you a full recovery
Karen Loeb
Janet & Steve Seltzer
Get-well wishes
Roz Kroft
Janet & Steve Seltzer
In memory of your daughter Jill
Marilyn & Steve Birdman
Meg & Ron Sivitz and
Rica & Harvey Spivack
Sincere condolences on the death of your husband James
Rowe Kaple
Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends

Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
Best wishes for a speedy recovery
Get well soon

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Carol & Burt Cunin
Best wishes for a speedy recovery
Jan Linn & Richard Pincus, Marianne & Stuart Taussig
Best wishes for a speedy recovery

Karen Loeb
Karen Loeb
Roz Kroft
Karen Loeb

Goldfarb Library Card
Lynn Cramer, Carol & Burt Cunin, Ruth Friedman, Linda Gorsky, and Sandy Rollin
Get well soon
Karen Loeb
Patrice & Ron Brown, Sally Gershon, Lisa Grabell, Janet & Steve Seltzer, and Terrie Sherman
Sending best wishes for a rull recovery
Karen Loeb
Elsa & Jay Goldberg, Donna & Ira Leavitt, and Roz Stein
Best wishes for a speedy recovery
Karen Loeb
Marsha & Sidney Hirsh
Congratulations on the birth of your grandson
Patrice & Ron Brown
Marsha & Sidney Hirsh
In memory of Betty-Kay Holpert
The Holpert family
Janet & Steve Seltzer
In memory of Betty-Kay Holpert
The Holpert family
Philanthropy, Learning, and Community Card
Libby & Don Fischer
With heartfelt sympathy from old friends
The Kolodny Family
Marsha & Bob Rosenblum Congratulations on the birth of your grandson
Patrice & Ron Brown
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Tucson Chapter Calendar October 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
12 Sit ’N’
Stitch

2

3

4

5

6

7
12 Contemp.
Fiction

8

9

10

11

12
10:30 Board
Meeting
12 EDF
1:00 History
of Jewish
Immigration
1:00 Guided Bridge
19
1:00 Guided Bridge

13
1:30 Meditation

14
10:00 Page
Turners

15

16

17

20
TBD Cinema for
Singles
7:00 Fabulous Flicks
1&2
27
1:00 Planning

21
22
11:30 Mystery Books
12:30 Lady
Boomers
1:00 Jewelry
Making
28
29
12 Ethnic
Lunch

23

24

30

31

18

25

26
1:00 Guided Bridge

October 5 is Shemini Atzeret; October 6 is Simchat Torah; October 12 is Columbus Day; October 31 is Halloween;
November 1 Daylight Savings Time ends.

Single?
If you’re single and looking for others with whom
to share movie experiences, join the
“Cinema for Singles” Study Group.
Under the leadership of Kathy Cohen,
you will not only meet with the group
in a theater in the afternoon, but
there will an optional self-pay dinner
afterward.
Only 12 people can be accommodated, so send in
your Study Group form quickly.

Reverse Glass Painting
Learning new techniques in art
is always exciting. Judy Norris has
found a specialist, Bonnie Pisik, to
run a Study Group on the exciting
method of painting on the back of
glass or clear plastic.
Expand your artistic horizons by
signing up for this new Study Group.
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What’s New at
Brandeis University in Waltham?
Lisa M. Lynch, Interim Brandeis University President
Lisa M. Lynch, a world-renowned economist, assumed the position of interim president of Brandeis
University effective July 1, 2015. She will serve while a search is conducted for the university’s next
president. Lynch succeeds Frederick Lawrence, who served as the eighth president of Brandeis from
2011 to 2015.
“I approach the opportunity of being interim president with great excitement and humility,” Lynch
said in a letter to the Brandeis community. “Not a day passes when I am not proud of or humbled by
the accomplishments, values, and character of our community.”
Lynch has served as university provost and senior vice-president for academic affairs since October, 2014, and is
the Maurice B. Hexter Professor of Social and Economic Policy. She was dean of the Heller School for Social Policy
and Management at Brandeis from 2008 to 2014.
Lynch is one of the country’s best-known labor economists. She previously served as chief economist at the U.S.
Department of Labor from 1995 to 1997 and as director of the board of directors of the Federal Reserve Bank of
Boston from 2004 to 2009.
Before coming to Brandeis, Lynch held faculty positions at Tufts University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Ohio State University, and the University of Bristol. She received a B.A. in economics and political science from
Wellesley College and her M.Sc. and Ph.D. in economics from the London School of Economics.
Lynch was our University on Wheels speaker in January, 2010.

Chanukkah Party

NOVEMBER
18

Christmas Eve Event

DECEMBER
24

CALENDAR

2015

Fall Opening
Luncheon & Meeting

OCTOBER 14

Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
3825 North Oracle Road
Tucson, Arizona 85705-3254
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