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The first and second women ever appointed to the U.S. Supreme 
Court dramatically changed America through the new legal 
framework of equality they helped construct and by the example 
they set as women of monumental achievement.

Linda Hirshman is the second outstanding writer to accept an invitation to 
appear at the 2017 Book & Author Events, joining Steve Berry (see November 
Bulletin). In her cleverly and extremely apropos-titled Sisters in Law: How Sandra 
Day O’Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg Went to the Supreme Court and Changed 
the World, she tells the illuminating story of how, together, at the very pinnacle 

of legal power, they made women equal before the law.
These two judicial giants were so different in so many ways: O’Connor a Republican Goldwater 

girl, the daughter of a western rancher; Ginsburg a liberal Democrat and Brooklyn-born opera 
lover. Yet, they formed a remarkable, supportive friendship during their joint tenure on the highest 
court in the land as they passionately argued for women’s equality, of which they already were 
living manifestations.

All movements have heroes. In this case, it is heroines. Who is regarded as worthy of being 
placed in the Pantheon of the legal profession is often in dispute, but few can logically argue that 
O’Connor and Ginsburg are not the unambiguous heroines of the modern feminist movement.

Hirshman’s Sisters in Law is the intertwined story of these two trailblazing women, from their 
very different childhoods through a man’s world of law school and legal practice to the great 
influence they would wield in defining issues of modern feminism, including affirmative action, 
employment discrimination, women in the military, abortion rights, and sexual harassment.

Linda Hirshman is an attorney who has argued before the Supreme Court, a historian of social 
movements, and a feminist who came of age personally and professionally looking up to these 
two towering Justices. In writing this book, she had unprecedented access to the key figures in 
O’Connor’s and Ginsburg’s lives and careers, from former academic and political colleagues to 
dozens of law clerks, all of whom who have spoken freely. As a result, according to a starred 
review in Library Journal, “This superb book [delineates] the remarkable achievements of the first 
two female Supreme Court justices.”

Be sure to mark your calendar for March 8 and 9, 2017, to attend our exciting Book & Author 
Events. Our third outstanding author will be introduced in the January Bulletin. 

ATTORNEY/HISTORIAN TO TRACE THE TRAILBLAZING IMPACT 
OF THE FIRST FEMALE SUPREME COURT JUSTICES  

AT BOOK & AUTHOR EVENTS
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M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e

In Memoriam
Life Member Ann Rothschild

Condolences
The Tucson Chapter  

sends its condolences to
Phyllis Salmon on the loss of  

her husband Norman.

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your 

Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Cecile D Cohen  CecileCohen@comcast.net
Mary L & Morley “Max” 
 Cooper 7471 E Serenity La, 85750
Maxine Goldstein 13400 E Sahuaro Sunset Rd, 85749
  760-0355, © 203-912-3335
Shirley J Lipsey 2500 N Rosemont Blvd #219, 85712

Holidays serve a helping 
of  joy,  ha p p i ne s s ,  love , 
f r iendships, games, song, 
plays, and lots of delicious 
goodies into our lives. The 
smell of baked goods within 
the home provides a feel-
good, welcoming atmosphere 
to our households. Sitting by a 
glowing fire provides us with 
more than warmth.

So much with the holidays 
can either cause us stress or 

relaxation. Like anything else in life, it is all about attitude 
and what you make of each experience. Remember to be 
grateful for what we each have and not what we do not 
have. Give homemade gifts regardless of the holiday you 
celebrate. Sometimes we give so many material things 
especially to kids that we forget what each holiday is about.

May this year bring you health, happiness, and life’s 
blessing. Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah!

Lynn and Stan Cramer 

The President’s Corner
The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 

of BNC wish:
Phyllis Salmon Condolences on the loss of your husband.

If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact 
Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, CharlotteSH@me.com 
or 529-8484. A card will be sent and an acknowledgment 
will appear in the bulletin. 

We Wish Our Members…

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 

our chapter:
Fran & David Luck 7112 E Charro Cir, 85715 414-617-0986
  414-617-5825
  FraniLu42@gmail.com
Susan Sussman 7255 E Snyder Rd #6205, 85750
 (George Rooksby)  © 601-952-6309
  SDSussman1@comcast.net

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members 
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at 
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them 
warmly. 

Experience teaches us to be most on 
our guard to protect liberty when the 

government’s purposes are beneficent.
—Louis Dembitz Brandeis

One of the wonderful fund-raisers at our Book & 
Author Events is the Silent Auction, 
chaired by Davya Cohen.

She is looking for knowledgeable 
volunteers to help her with the Silent 
Auction. To join her Silent Auction 
subcommittee of the Book & Author 

Committee, contact Davya at SCohen7397@aol.com 
or 797-5598. 

Silent Auction
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New Social Justice 
Program

The Tucson Chapter has added 
a fourth social justice program. 
Sister Jose Women’s Center 
is dedicated to the care and 
nurture of homeless women 
within our community. To those  

without shelter, they provide beds; to those without 
food, they give nourishment; and to those without 
purpose, they offer encouragement. Sister Jose 
Women’s Center is made up of women reaching out 
to women with dignity, respect, and compassion.

This differs from our Emerge! Center group, which is 
specifically for women suffering from domestic abuse.

The Sister Jose center specifically needs used 
shoes and sweat clothes in reasonable condition, and 
women’s hygiene products. 

New & Prospective 
Members

The Membership Committee 
p lans  a  s ec ond new and 
prospective member event on 
Sunday, January 15, at the home 
of Marilyn Lobell.

If you are a new member, 
expect contact from someone on the Membership 
Committee to invite you to this exciting meeting, 
where you will learn all you should know about your 
Tucson Chapter Study Groups, Social Justice programs, 
events, and our support for Brandeis University.

If you know any prospects for membership, contact 
Marsha Rosenblum, Marsha29Ros@earthlink.net or 
529-7477, or Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com 
or 615-0877. Our members are the best source of 
new members. 

Save Thursday, January 12, for our annual University on Wheels, the event that brings 
a Brandeis University professor to Tucson to talk about her or his field. We will meet for 
a continental breakfast at the Tucson Jewish Community Center from 9:30 a.m. until 
noon. The event is chaired by Marsha Rosenblum. Admission to the event will be only 
$18 if purchased in advance, $20 at the door.

Our guest speaker is Ryan McKittrick, Assistant Professor 
of Theater Arts at Brandeis University and the Director of 
Artistic Programs and Dramaturg at the American Repertory 
Theater (A.R.T.) at Harvard University. Working with directors 
from around the world, he has served as the lead dramaturg 

on more than thirty professional productions of dramas, musicals, and operas, over half of which were 
world premieres. His articles on theater have appeared in The Boston Globe, Correspondence, Theatre, A.R.T. 
News, and ARTicles, and his co-translations for the stage with Julia Smeliansky include Anton Chekhov’s 
The Seagull and Lady with a Lapdog, Rezo Gabriadze’s Forbidden Christmas, and The Selected Letters of Olga 
Bokshanskaya.

Professor McKittrick teaches courses in dramatic literature, American musical theater, dramaturgy, and 
play writing at Brandeis University. He will discuss the evolution of the American musical from its roots in 
the 19th century through the 20th century (“Showboat,” “Porgy and Bess,” “South Pacific,” “Fiddler on the 
Roof,” “Cabaret”) to current Broadway hits, including “Waitress” and “Hamilton.” 

 University on Wheels is Coming
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the 

university through fund-raising and through activities that 

reflect the values on which the university was founded: 

academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and 

service to the community. 

Social Justice/ 
Community Service
The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 

reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
school supplies.

Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless 
women. We help by donating walking shoes and sweat clothes 
in good condition and women’s hygiene products.

Books From Mom is a program that gives new and gently 
used children’s books to women in prison so they can read 
to their visiting offspring and give them the books.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com 
or 615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

EDF Fellows Meeting
Our men’s group, the EDF Fellows, will hold its next 

lunch meeting on Monday, December 12, from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. at the Viscount Hotel.

The speaker and subject will be 
announced.

Anyone in Tucson is cordially invited 
to attend, join the fellowship, and 
enjoy the fascinating speakers. Members are encouraged 
to bring guests. Women are invited. For a reservation, 
contact Steve Seltzer by Thursday morning before the 
meeting.

Lunch is $22. For more information, contact Steve 
Seltzer,  seltz5001@aol.com,  299-3788;  Howard 
Schwartz, howtru3@comcast.net, 615-2915; or Tom Herz, 
tghmkh@mindspring.com, 745-5852. 

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

•	 Go	to	www.tucsonbnc.org.  
•	 Click	on	the	GO	button.
•	 Buy	anything from Amazon.
•	 The	Tucson	Chapter	will	benefit	from	all	your
	 Amazon	purchases	made	this	way.

Save February 14 for a 
Special Event

On Tuesday, February 14, we will have a “We Love 
Our Members” Event at the Tucson Jewish History 
Museum and Holocaust Center. The museum is 
closed to the general public on Tuesdays.

Davya Cohen and Ellen Saltonstall, BNC members 
and docents at the Museum, will take attendees on 
a special private tour of the facilities. There is room 
for only 50 attendees.

Watch the bulletin for further information. 

¢
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Frances Zien Pakenham was born 
in Detroit, Michigan, where her father 
was an engineer. The family lived for 
a while in Bremerton, Washington, 
when her dad was stationed in the 
Navy. She grew up in Whitefish Bay, 
Milwaukee, where she married and 
raised her three sons. She divorced 
their father after 28 years of marriage.

As a back-to-school mom with 
three young children, Fran completed her bachelor degree 
in business management in 1984 and went on to earn her 
real estate brokers license shortly thereafter.

 She met her second husband Tom when she sold him 
a house. It was Tom who brought her to Tucson for the 
weather, the mountains, and a chance to start a new life. 
Sadly, while they were traveling in China, Tom passed way 
and Fran was widowed.

Fran spent 17 years selling residential homes in North 
Shore, Milwaukee, and then began  another  10 years 
selling homes in Tucson. She recently decided to retire 
and has found time for an active lifestyle and for “making 
a difference” by giving back to this community.

With grown  sons living in New York City, Shelton, 
Washington, and Chandler, Arizona, she has varied 
locations to visit. She can drive to see her lovely nine-year-
old granddaughter, the highlight of her life, in Chandler at 
least once per month.

Fran loves to travel, including to Israel twice in the 1990s. 
While on a flight home from London on September 11, 
2001, she landed in Nova Scotia for a few unplanned days. 
She has been on trips to Mexico, Ireland, Spain, Portugal, 
Morocco, China, Japan, and  Alaska.  She plans to take 
her granddaughter on a grandparent trip in 2017.

Fran loves music and dabbles at the piano. She attends 
concerts and live musical performances. She also sings 
with the choir of Congregation Or Chadash.  She loves 
water sports, exercise, and swimming. She was trained 
in contemporary dance at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee and has taught dance to children and adults. 
She enjoys dramatic films. She can be found gardening 
and taking care of her fish pond.

Brandeis became part of Fran’s life through friends 
who belong. She became active as a Shalom Tucson 
representative for Brandeis a few years ago. This season, 

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders .. Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Meet Your Study 
Group Leader

Continued on page 6

Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
VPs of the Book Business . . . . . . .Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
VPs of Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Rosenblum &
 Marilyn Lobell
Vice-president of Publications. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Steve Seltzer
Vice-president of Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carol Cunin
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Betty Jane Koppel
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davya Cohen
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arlene Zuckerman
Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg

Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com. 

Board Meeting, Monday, January 2

University on Wheels
Thursday, January 12

Board Meeting, Monday, February 6

We Love Our Members Event
Tuesday, February 14

Board Meeting, Monday, March 6

Book & Author Evening
Wednesday, March 8

Book & Author Luncheon
Thursday, March 9

Board Meeting, Monday, April 3

Spring Luncheon and Installation
Week of April 10

Board and Planning Meeting
Monday, May 1
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she is leading “Beginning Mah Jongg” with Roz Stein. 
She had played for many years with her mother’s set,. 
and remembers her mother having friends over for mah 
jongg and the sound of the tiles being shuffled. Fran 
enjoys meeting the Brandeis membership and has made 
long-lasting friends. She is part of the “Cinema for Singles” 
movie group and the Saturday evening “Single Woman’s 
Circle” dinner group. She is also a member of the “Page 
Turners” book club. In the summer, she teaches a class in 
water exercise.

Fran tells us that she likes the fact that our members join 
together to do charitable work for Brandeis University. 

Meet Your ... continued from page 5 Sommelier
One of the wonderful events of the 

Tucson Chapter is our Book & Author 
Events, coming on March 8 and 9, 2017. 
Members have many philanthropic 
opportunities to support research in 
neurodegenerative diseases.

Becoming a “Sommelier” is one of those 
occasions to help support neurologic 
research at Brandeis University. For $10 
per person ($20 per couple), you can help 
underwrite the wine at the Wednesday 
evening event, increasing the amount 
the chapter can add to our endowed 
scholarship fund.

Simply write out your check to BNC and 
mail it to Steve Seltzer, 5001 E. Calle Guebabi, Tucson, 
AZ 85718. 

They all helped out at the 
October Brandeis Book Sale at 
Foothills Mall.

A huge thank you to Zelda 
Aaronson, Fran Caspe,  Davya 
Cohen,  Kathy Cohen,   Mar y 

Cooper,    Lynn Cramer and family,  A imee and 
Stephen Doctoroff, Ellie Eigen, Terri Freed,  Natalie 
Frieburger, Ruth Friedman, Maxine Goldstein, Arlene 
Gray,   Hal Hegwer,  Gail and Ron Isaacs, Shirley 
Kroot, Liz Kinslinger, Linda Laden,  Elaine Lisberg, 
Fran Pakenham,  Donna and Bob  Richman, Marsha 
Rosenblum, Joan Rosenbluth, Helene and Marc 
Sbar,    Ellen Saltonstall,  Betty Scott,  Shirley Snow, 
Sandra Tobin,  Brenda Wexler, Terry Williams,  Sara 
Wisdom, Suzi and Harvey Wolf, and Roberta and Bill 
Zelikow.

Meg Sivitz and Rachel Barker thank all those who 
rolled up their sleeves and pitched in to help us sell 
books at the Foothills Mall in support of our  endowed 
scholarship. 

What Do These People  
Have in Common?

We regret that our Hanukkah and 
Holiday parties had to be cancelled 

for technical reasons.
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The Best for Both Worlds
Books for the Tucson Book Sale of every genre imaginable filled the tables at the 

Foothills Mall from October 6 to 10. Enthusiastic book lovers gobbled up bargains 
of mysteries and histories. Children gathered at the colorful tables covered by 
dragons and unicorns, wizards and astronauts. Science lovers explored the past, 
present, and future by browsing our books. Customers filled their bags and boxes 
with assorted tales and facts to digest.

On the very last day of the Brandeis Book Sale, known as “Bag Day,” when 
customers could fill a bag to the brim for a mere $10.00, one gentleman had a 
better idea. He offered to purchase all of the books on every table to take south 
of the border. Our interested customer explained that he intended to bring the 

books to his small town south of El Paso, Texas, in order to start a library. It seems there is no library in this town 
and it was his intention to remedy the situation.

We quickly and quietly closed the sale to patrons after the last sale of the morning and began packing for our 
new friend of Brandeis. We agreed on a price and arranged to pack and deliver all of the books to a storage unit on 
Orange Grove Road. He would take them the rest of the way to Mexico. An international incident to be marveled 
at happened on October 10.

The Tucson Chapter of Brandeis reached its goal for the month, raising funds for our scholarship to Brandeis for 
a needy student from greater Tucson, and a tiny town just south of the border will have hundreds of books of all 
shapes and sizes: all titles and topics to savor. It ws the best that could have happened for both worlds. 

Donna	Richman,	Joan	Rosenbluth,	
Betty	Scott,	the	purchaser,	Elaine	

Lisberg,	and	Rachel	Barker

There are many ways to support our marvelous Book 
& Author Events. Attending, of course, is wonderful. An 
additional way is to raise money by selling advertisements 
for our Book & Author Program Book.

Selling ads is easy. Merely ask anyone with whom you 
regularly do business for an ad: hairdressers and barbers, 
manicurists, pest control companies, physicians, dentists, 
financial people, restaurant managers, auto dealers, 
jewelers, and so on. Of course, you, too, can place an ad 
congratulating the chapter on its successes.

For assistance and the forms necessary, contact Steve 
Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com or 299-3788. 

Support Book & Author
Remember how you anxiously awaited the arrival of 

our 2016-2017 Study Group Guide? Well, you weren’t 
alone. This fall, 205 members joined 32 unique groups 
for a grand total of 484 active participants who are now 
engrossed in books, history, information, theater, and 
film discussions, or are learning canasta, mah jongg, or 
all about art, making jewelry, and even cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation, and more.

Many thanks go Lois Bodin and her committee for 
coordinating this most daunting job. If you have an idea 
for a study group for next year or would enjoy being a 
leader, please contact Lois at LoisBodin@gmail.com or 
702-219-6704. 

Our Thriving Study Groups
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Donor Message Recipient
Special Book Collection

Brandeis Friends In memory of your husband Norman Phyllis Salmon

Learned Research Journal Folio
Brandeis Friends In honor of your special birthday Gail Martin
Patrice, Ron Brown & family In memory of Arnold Parker Gladys Parker

Goldfarb Library Card
Soralé & Marvin Fortman In memory of your husband Norman Phyllis Salmon

Philanthropy, Learning, and Community Card
Elaine & Harold Lisberg Sincere condolences on your loss Joan Lipsey 

Express Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well 
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact Shelly Abell (contact information below). The 
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah 
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
 $5.50 Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50 Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00 Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50 Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $36.50 Learned Research Journal
 $56.50 Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 Special Book Collection
 $500.00 Major Book Collection

Contact Book Fund chair Shelly Abell, REAbell@aol.com, or 409-2346.

Next Board Meeting
Monday, December 5, 2016

10:00 a.m. to noon
Martha Cooper Library

1377 North Catalina Avenue
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.

Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison ......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message) ... 520-747-3224
Chapter Web site ........................... www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail .................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook ...............................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Support Brandeis University Libraries
The original group that became the Brandeis National Committee started the 

organization to support the libraries. Buying Book Fund cards and various Journals is our 
current “support the Brandeis University libraries” fund. Give for a simchah or sorrow 
to continue this support. 
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Tucson Chapter Calendar December 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
5:30 Single 

Women’s 
Circle

4 5
10 Board 

Meeting
1 Social 

Bridge
1:30 Jewish 

Geneal-
ogy

6
10 Adult 

Coloring
1 Foreign 

Film
1 So. AZ 

Jewish 
History

7
12 Contemp.  

Fiction

8
1 Beginning
 Mah Jongg

9 10

11
10 Books & 

Bagels

12
10 Success
12 EDF 
1 Social 

Bridge

13
1:30 
 Medita-

tion*
2 Scrabble+

14
10 Page 

Turners
12 Men’s 

Book Club

15
1 Gotta 

Have Art

16
1 
 Beginning
 Mah Jongg

17

18 19 10 Success
10:30 Non-

fiction 
Book Club

1 Social 
Bridge

20
TBD Cinema 

for Singles
7 Fabulous 

Flicks 1, 2

21
11:30 Mys-

tery Books

22
12 Women in 

the Bible
1 Beginning
 Mah Jongg

23
24 Christmas 

Eve

25 Christmas 
Day

26
10 Success
12:30 Sit ’n’ 

Stitch
1 Social 

Bridge

27 28
12 Ethnic 

Lunch

29 30
1 
 Beginning
 Mah Jongg

31 New 
Year’s Eve

Christmas Eve, December 24; Hanukkah, December 25 to January 1; New Year’s Eve, December 31.

Hanukkah
Candle 1

Candle 7
Hanukkah
Candle 2 Candle 3 Candle 4 Candle 5 Candle 6 Candle 8

Help Our Tucson-Area Student Scholarship
The Book Business (on-line book sales and book sales at the Foothills Mall) is a major 

support for the chapter’s endowed scholarship, preferably for a Tucson-area student, at 
Brandeis University. You can make it happen.

Join the men and women who volunteer at the Book Depot. There are so many 
comfortable jobs in a social atmosphere. Books need to be sorted, shelved, priced, entered 

into the computer for on-line sales, and boxed. There is no heavy lifting.
For further information on how you can help, contact Rachel Barker, SLeeRachel@comcast.net or 742-3163, 

or Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com or 615-4739.
Help a student from the metropolitan Tucson area with your time. 
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FEBRUARY 
14
We Love Our 
Members

JANUARY 12
University on Wheels

MARCH 8 & 9
Book & Author 
Events

2017 CALENDAR
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News at Brandeis University

Reports of anti-Semitic incidents on U.S. college campuses have increased, much of it attributed to the rise of the 
anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions movement, a new report has found. Researchers at the Maurice and 
Marilyn Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies at Brandeis University conducted the study, which was released 
in late October, based on a survey taken in the spring of 2016 among Jewish undergraduate students at 50 U.S. 
campuses who applied to go on the Birthright Israel trip.

The study found that Brooklyn College, Northwestern University, and many of the schools in the University of 
California system are “hot spots,” where the majority of Jewish students perceive a hostile environment toward Israel 
and over one-quarter sense a general environment of hostility toward Jews on their campus. On these campuses, it 
appears the high rates of anti-Semitic harassment and hostility are largely driven by malice toward Israel.

The study also found that, at the University of Wisconsin, Rutgers University, and the University of  Illinois, hostility 
toward Jews and anti-Semitic harassment are relatively high, but do not seem to be highly connected to criticism 
of Israel. At these schools, more traditional anti-Semitic stereotypes and tropes seem to be driving the perceived 
hostility toward Jews.

One of the strongest predictors of a perceived hostile environment toward Jews and Israel on campus, according to 
the Brandeis study, “is the presence of an active Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) group.”

Some 75 percent of those surveyed reported hearing hostile remarks toward Israel and more than 20 percent said 
they had been “blamed for Israel’s actions because they are Jewish.” About one-third of those who answered the 
survey reported being witness to “some form of anti-Semitic harassment, often Israel-related.”

The study also found that there are many schools where anti-Semitism and hostility to Israel are negligible. 
Respondents at several large private universities, including the University of Miami, Washington University, and 
Syracuse, perceive very little hostility toward Israel. 

Anti-Semitism on College Campuses


