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The Tucson Chapter
Invites You to Our Annual

Thursday, January 12
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Tucson JCC
Continental Breakfast
Ryan McKittrick,
Assistant Professor of Theater Arts
Speaking on
“The American Musical from
the 19th Century to ‘Hamilton.’ ”
Profits Go to Our Endowed Scholarship

$18 in Advance, $20 at the Door
$8 Is Not Tax-Deductible

Support Sister Jose
Women’s Center by
bringing women’s walking
shoes and sweat clothes
in good condition and
women’s hygiene products.

Yes, I’m coming to UOW:
Name(s)_______________________________________
Phone & e-mail________________________________
_______________________________________________
Send your check made out to BNC to Arlene Zuckerman,
5448 N. Paseo Sonoyta, Tucson, AZ 85750
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M e m be rs h ip

P a g e

The President’s Corner

We Wish Our Members…

Once again, welcome back to our
winter members. There is still time to
register for many of our Study Groups.
Contact Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.
com or 702-219-6704, if you have any
questions regarding the groups available
at this time.
On Thursday, January 12, we have our
annual UOW event, where we are graced
with the presence of a professor from Brandeis University.
This year, we will hear a review of the American musical
from its roots in the 19th century into the 21st century,
shows like “Showboat”, “Porgy and Bess,” “Fiddler on the
Roof,” and “Cabaret.” It will also include current Broadway
hits like “Waitress” and the ever-popular “Hamilton.”
Professor Ryan McKittrick teaches courses in dramatic
literature, American musical theater, dramaturgy, and
playwriting at Brandeis. The program begins at 9:30 a.m.
at the “J.” Be sure to join us there. Marsha Rosenblum
and Sara Wisdom are chairs for this event. A continental
breakfast will be served.
On Tuesday, February 14, we are holding a program called
“We Love Our Members” at the Jewish History Museum
and Holocaust Center. We will be serving desserts and
beverages and will enjoy a private docent tour during the
festivities. Register by following us online or in your next
bulletin. Davya Cohen is our event chair.
Don’t miss our Book & Author Events on March 8 and 9.
Sheila Rothenberg and her committee have worked for
months on this event. Reference your online or hard-copy
bulletin for all of the fantastic authors and the books they
have written. We are holding the evening event on March
8 and the luncheon on March 9. I hope you plan to attend
this fabulous experience.
Stan and I hope that you have a pleasant holiday with
your family and friends. Now, we should all have time for
our Study Groups and the many programs that we offer.
Bring a friend to any of these events. They are always
welcome. Hello to our new members. We would love to
see you attend these events with us. Bring your spouse or
partner. You can always call me and either ask directions
or address your questions to any of our board members
regarding our activities. Until next time,
Lynn Cramer, President

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter
of BNC wish:
Davya Cohen
Condolence on your father’s death.
Jan Linn		
Get well quickly.
Lowell Rothschild
Condolence on your wife’s passing.
If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact
Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, CharlotteSH@me.com
or 529-8484. A card will be sent and an acknowledgment
will appear in the bulletin.

Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined
our chapter:
Judith Beldner & 5731 E. Camino del Celador, 85750
Stanley Renshon		
646-675-5495
		 JBeldner@gmail.com

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them
warmly.

Directory

Please make the following correction in your Membership
Directory (change underlined):
Elaine L Savage		

ELS686@comcast.net

If your address, telephone or cell phone numbers,
or e-mail changes or out-of-town contact information
changes, please notify Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com
or 299-3788, so our information will be up to date.
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“The sun has set, the work is done;/ It’s time for trucks to end their fun./ So one by one
they’ll go to bed,/ To yawn and rest their sleepy heads,/ Then wake up to another day,/
Of rough-and-tough construction play.”—from Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site
Children’s book author Sherri Duskey Rinker, the third
writer who will be speaking at our 21st Annual Book & Author
luncheon, credits her grandmother and the author and artist
Virginia Lee Burton for her early passion for picture books.
Sherri dearly remembers her grandmother often reading to
her Burton’s whimsical and beloved The Little House and Mike
Mulligan and His Steam Shovel. In fact, it’s safe to say that Mike
and his steam shovel Mary Anne were the true inspirations for
Sherri’s captivating first book, Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction
Site (GGCS), a title that spent 228 weeks on The New York Times’ best-seller list. For those
of us whose math is not a strong point, that’s OVER FOUR YEARS!
Twenty-five years into a career as a graphic designer, which was growing less appealing
daily, and at a low point in her family’s financial situation, Rinker, as she tells it, was just
falling asleep when she got the idea for Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site—the overall
concept, the title, the refrain—all of it. And that’s how the journey began.
Compiling a long list of publishers, she sent off her manuscript with her own drawings
to the first company and, to her amazement, it was accepted, with just one caveat. Chronicle
Books preferred another artist—Tom Lichtenheld—to bring all the trucks, cranes, and cement
mixers to vivid life. The Rinker/Lichtenheld partnership worked so well that another book,
Steam Train, Dream Train, followed and soon made The New York Times’ best-seller list as
well. Meanwhile, a sequel to GGCS is set to debut on Valentine’s Day 2017.
Here’s how Publishers Weekly reviewed GGCS: “Rinker’s rhythmic verse reinforces the
vehicles’ love of their work (Dump Truck ‘moves the dirt/ from place to place,/ Then dumps
it with a happy face’) and, like Lichtenheld’s art, deftly balances the story’s boisterous and
drowsy elements. Truck lovers will happily nod off to the strains of this read-aloud.”
Sherri Duskey Rinker will be joining Steve Berry and Linda Hirshman at Book & Author
March 8 and 9, 2017. (See the November and December Bulletin for their biographies.)
Our final outstanding author will be introduced in the next Bulletin.
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EDF F el lows Mee t ing

Twenty-eight years ago, sisters Bobbe Arnett and Tricia
Clapp decided they needed to do something more with
their lives—something fun and interesting. Maybe, they
thought, they should open a store. Since reading was
something they both enjoyed, they rented a store and, with
the help of family, put up and stocked bookshelves. Thus,
the sisters’ independent book store was born.
On March 9, for the fourth year, Mostly Books will set
up an on-site bookshop at Skyline Country Club for our
Book & Author Luncheon. Authors will sign the books you
purchase, and a percentage of the sales will go toward
Sustaining the Mind. So, please keep this in mind as you
peruse the tables of books that Bobbe and Tricia will bring
to our event.
In its location on Speedway and Wilmot, Mostly Books
thrives not only for its dedication to selling books, but
because of the sisters’ enterprising concept of providing
their back room to book discussion groups of all genres,
including Brandeis Tucson Chapter study groups. In
addition, Mostly Books sells greeting cards and hosts
authors regularly.

Belated Thank You
Susan Sussman sold books at the
recent Book Sale, but we inadvertently
omitted her name on the thank-you
list of workers in the bulletin. We thank
her now for her support and apologize
for the error.
Susan, a brand-new member, works at the Brandeis
Book Depot twice a week and has been responsible for
the listing and sale of treasured books. She deserves our
recognition and praise. Thank you, Susan.

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing
philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished
liberal arts and research university founded by the American
Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the
university through fund-raising and through activities that
reflect the values on which the university was founded:
academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and
service to the community.

Our men’s group, the EDF Fellows, will hold its next
lunch meeting on Monday, January 9, from 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at the Viscount Hotel.
The speaker will be announced by
e-mail shortly..
Anyone in Tucson is cordially invited
to attend, join the fellowship, and
enjoy the fascinating speakers. Members are encouraged
to bring guests. Women are invited. For a reservation,
contact Steve Seltzer by Thursday morning before the
meeting.
Lunch is $22. For more information, contact Steve
Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com, 299-3788; Howard
Schwartz, HowTru3@comcast.net, 615-2915; or Tom
Herz, tghmkh@mindspring.com, 745-5852.

Social Justice/
Community Service

The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman,
reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need
of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.
Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and
school supplies.
Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless
women. We help by donating walking shoes and sweat clothes
in good condition and women’s hygiene products.
Books From Mom is a program that gives new and gently
used children’s books to women in prison so they can read
to their visiting offspring and give them the books.
Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com
or 615-0877.
Nobody can help everybody,
but everybody can help somebody!
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Meet Your Study
Group Leader
Born in Atlanta, Georgia, the middle child with an older
brother and younger sister, Gail Martin grew up a Southern
Belle until she was 15, when she moved to Washington,
D.C., because of her father’s business as a wholesale
tobacco distributor.
After graduation from Simmons College in Boston, Gail
has led a busy life, beginning her work in Washington
with the National Education Association as secretary to
the Consultant in Health Education, then moving to the
Association’s Federal Relations office, tracking education
legislative bills in Congress. She was then appointed in
1963 to the staff of Senator Mike Mansfield, Majority
Leader of the Senate, where she handled casework
assisting constituents with Social Security or veteran’s
problems, until he retired. Gail worked for the majority
leader’s office for 10 years. In 1966, she became
Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of the Senate,
J. Stanley Kimmitt (all activities on the Senate floor came
under his jurisdiction). This job included travel with senate
members, coordinating travel, and handling logistics for
and with the State Department.
On one trip, Gail accompanied 12 senators and their
wives plus staff on a Middle East trip. Senators Abraham
Ribicoff and Howard Baker were the co-chairmen. They
traveled to Israel, Jordan, Egypt, and Iran (the Shah was still
in power), returning via London. On the stopover in Jordan,
the members had lunch with King Hussein and his wife.
Senator John Glenn, who took glorious photos in space,
agreed to use Gail’s camera to take photographs for her.
Later, she discovered they were all out of focus.
On another trip, she accompanied Senators Fritz Hollings
and William Scott, their wives, and staff to South America,
visiting Peru, Argentina, Panama, and Brazil. Another year,
she traveled with a number of senators to Russia. She also
accompanied Senator Paula Hawkins on an around-theworld journey from Vienna to Turkey, Pakistan, Thailand,
and Burma.
As part of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), members
of the House and Senate met with this group twice a year.
Gail was there as well. With the IPU, she traveled to the
Philippines, Norway, Portugal, Nigeria, Italy, and Cuba. The
Cuba trip was interesting since there were no diplomatic
relations, and the group had to travel in three private
planes, carrying all necessities under cover.
As administrations changed, the one constant was

Continued on page 6

Board Meeting, Monday, January 9
University on Wheels
Thursday, January 12
Board Meeting, Monday, February 6
We Love Our Members Event
Tuesday, February 14
Board Meeting, Monday, March 6
Book & Author Evening
Wednesday, March 8
Book & Author Luncheon
Thursday, March 9
Board Meeting, Monday, April 3
Spring Luncheon and Installation
Week of April 3
Board and Planning Meeting
Monday, May 1

Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
VPs of the Book Business . . . . . . .  Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-Presidents of Membership . . . . . .  Marsha Rosenblum &
Marilyn Lobell
Vice-President of Publications  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carol Cunin
Financial Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Betty Jane Koppel
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davya Cohen
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman
Advisor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg

Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone,
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com.

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief................................................... Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison........................................................ Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor......................................... Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders... Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May.
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month.
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Much Thanks
Thanks to the generosity of
Davya and Stan Cohen, the
Brandeis Book Depot now has
a healthy young computer for
research and development of
our book inventory. That means that we now have
increased capacity for listing books on the Internet.
Five computer stations are now set up. We are most
grateful to the Cohens for their donation.

¢
Meet Your... continued from page 5
Gail Mar tin. In 1981, Howard Baker bec ame the
Republican Majority Leader, and the new Secretary of
the Senate asked Gail to remain in the office. Some of
her responsibilities were to arrange the seminar programs
for Senate staff and plan and coordinate the orientation
program for new senators.
Gail held one remarkable job in the Senate. It was her
responsibility to receive all of the Electoral College ballots
from the state secretaries and keep them locked away
safely until the new Congress met.
When Senator Bob Dole became Majority Leader, Gail
was still part of the secretary’s staff. She reported to
Joanne Coe, the first female Secretary of the Senate. She
completed her time in the Senate moving from the
Capitol to the Committee on Rules and Administration in
the Russell Senate Office Building, first on the minority
staff of the committee and then as Chief Clerk of the
Committee, handling various administrative issues. While
in that position, she planned and coordinated the Inaugural
luncheons for President George H. W. Bush and President
Bill Clinton’s first term.
Gail retired in 1995 to the world of golf and relaxation.
Tucson was Gail’s choice for her new life. She started in a
condo and is currently decorating a lovely new home.
She befriended Rita Cooper, who introduced her to
Brandeis. Gail has participated in the Foreign Film Group,
Mystery Book Club, Social Bridge, and Mah Jongg Study
Groups. This year, Gail is leading the Single Women’s
Study Group with the assistance of Roz Stein. She is
also busy entering books on the Internet at the Book
Depot with “Senators” Rachel Barker, Donna Richman,
and Meg Sivitz!

Come visit our great Brandeis Book Depot on Oracle Road
between Roger and Prince, just south of the Tucson Mall.
Let us share the excitement of a book lovers dream.
Whether mystery or history, all of the books are treasures.
Books are donated by retired professors, down-sizing
couples, avid collectors, and estates.
We have the pleasure of sorting through them and setting
them aside for sale. Some of us enter the books on the
computer to be received by Amazon, ABE, eBay, Half, and
Alibris books. Some of us shelve them carefully. Others
pack and/or ship. We sit on the job, much of the time. We
have five computers lined up to accept our input and to
print out orders each morning.
We are air-conditioned in summer and toasty warm
in winter. The conversation is newsy and friendly. New
members find that one two-hour shift a week is appreciated
and a worthwhile way to support our scholarship program
for a Tucson student to attend Brandeis University.
All New Members should consider contacting Meg
Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com or 237-4373, or the Book
Depot at 747-3224 to explore this wonderful way to meet
good people and make new friends while working for a
great cause.

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis
•
•
•
•

Go to www.tucsonbnc.org.
Click on the GO button.
Buy anything from Amazon.
The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
Amazon purchases made this way.
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Save February 14 for a
Special Event
On Tuesday, February 14, we will have a “We Love
Our Members” Event at the Tucson Jewish History
Museum and Holocaust Center. The museum is
closed to the general public on Tuesdays.
For just $20, Davya Cohen and Ellen Saltonstall,
BNC members and docents at the Museum, will take
attendees on a private special tour of the facilities.
A hearty dose of chocolate and beverages will be
available. There is only room for 60 attendees.
Watch the bulletin for further information.

Paulina is a recipient of the Tucson Chapter’s Endowed Scholarship for a
Tucson-area student at Brandeis University.

New and Prospective
Member Event

O n S u n d ay, Ja nua r y 15, t h e M e m b e r s h i p
Committee will be hosting an event for new and
prospective members at the home of Marilyn Lobell.
If you have any friends, neighbors, or acquaintances
who would benefit from belonging to the Tucson
Chapter of the Brandeis National Committee,
contact Marsha Rosenblum, Marsha29Ros@
earthlink.net or 529-7477, or Marilyn Lobell,
M MLobell@msn.com or 615-0877, so the se
prospective members can be invited.
Remember, it is you, our members, who are the
source of new members, which keeps our chapter
strong and active.
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Exp ress Your Thoughtfulness
Wit h a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick,
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an
appropriate card — just contact Shelly Abell (contact information below). The
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
$5.50 Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
$10.50 Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
$14.00 Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
$18.50 Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
$25.50 Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
$36.50 Learned Research Journal
$56.50 Learned Research Journal Folio
$100.00 Special Book Collection
$500.00 Major Book Collection
Contact Book Fund chair Shelly Abell, REAbell@aol.com, or 409-2346.

Donor

Message

Janet & Steve Seltzer

Learned Research Journal
Have a speedy recovery

Soralé & Marvin Fortman

Goldfarb Library Card
In memory of Ann Rothschild

Libby Fischer

Philanthropy, Learning, and Community Card
Mazel tov on your granddaughter’s bat mitzvah

Recipient
Ralph Duchin
Lowell Rothschild
Betty & Stan Scott

Hold These Dates:
Tuesday, February 14, We Love Our Members Event at the Jewish History Museum and Holocaust Center;
Wednesday, March 8, Book & Author Dinner at Hacienda del Sol; and
Thursday, March 9, Book & Author Luncheon at Skyline Country Club.

Contact the Bulletin

Steve Seltzer, Editor................ 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison.......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter

Book Depot Phone (leave a message).... 520-747-3224
Chapter Web site............................ www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail..................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook................................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Next Board Meeting

9

Monday, January , 2017
10:00 a.m. to noon
Martha Cooper Library
1377 North Catalina Avenue
All members are encouraged to come
to this open meeting.
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Tucson Chapter Calendar January 2017
Sunday
Monday
1 New
2
Year’s Day 1 Social
Bridge

8
10 Books &
Bagels

15

Tuesday
3
10 Adult
Coloring
1 Foreign
Film
1 So. AZ
Jewish
History
10
2 Scrabble
& Games

Wednesday Thursday
Friday
4
5
6
12 Contemp. 10 How SucFiction
cess Thinks
1 Beginning
Mah Jongg

9
11
10 Board
10 Page
Meeting
Turners
10 How Suc12 Men’s
cess Thinks
Book Club
12 EDF
2 Hamlet
1 Social
Bridge
16
17
18
1 Social
TBD Cinema 11:30 MysBridge
for Singles tery Books
MLK Day
7 Fabulous 2 Hamlet
Flicks

22

23
24
10 How Success Thinks
1 Social
Bridge

29

30
10 Talmud
1 Social
Bridge

25
12 Ethnic
Lunch
2 Hamlet

12
13
9:30 University
on Wheels
1:30 SW
Native
American
Culture

Saturday
7

14
5:30 Single
Women’s
Circle

19
20
21
10 SW Native Inauguration
American
Day
Culture
1 Gotta
Have Art
1 Beginning
Mah Jongg
26
27
28
10 SW Native
American
Culture
12 Women in
the Bible

31

Year’s Day, January 1; Martin Luther King, Jr., Day, January 16; Inauguration Day, January 20.

Best Wishes for a Healthy, Sweet, and Peaceful
New Year to all.
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News at Brandeis University
Richard Haburcak ’18 Inducted into Science Hall of Fame
Only a junior at Brandeis University, Richard Haburcak ’18 has been a coauthor on six published papers, including one in
which he is the first author. His success is the result of Brandeis’ commitment to letting undergraduates participate in cuttingedge scientific research. BrandeisNOW online magazine has started a Science Hall of Fame to highlight the spectacular work
of undergraduates. By working closely with a professor, students get to participate fully in academic research. As a result,
they can wind up as coauthors on papers published in prestigious scientific journals.
What are you researching? Haburcak was asked. The process of self-assembly of small molecules, specifically small peptides
that undergo enzyme-instructed self-assembly (EISA), is ubiquitous in nature and linked to neurodegenerative diseases.
Recently, we found that the ligand-receptor interaction can modulate EISA by altering the energy landscape of self-assembly,
giving rise to complex coupled kinetic and thermodynamic processes and revealing transient and emergent properties.
Can you explain that in plain English? Simply put, molecules that self-assemble are like ridiculously small Lego bricks
that like to stick to other Lego bricks, eventually building complex structures. Protein molecules that self-assemble
like this have been linked to Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s. We basically found a way to adhere gum to the Lego bricks
so they acquire new properties and build different types of structures. The hope is to create a new compound that
could be used for treating diseases.
What’s the most critical thing you’ve learned about doing scientific research? Science isn’t fast, and it certainly isn’t
predictable. A lot of care is needed to test whether the picture you have in your head is really what is going on in the
test tube. But perhaps the most important thing I’ve learned is that you can’t do science by yourself.
You have been involved with published papers How did that come about? One of my papers was accepted in the Journal
of the American Chemical Society (JACS). I had been working on this project (the gum sticking to the Legos one) since
the end of my first year at Brandeis. To see it appear on the “Just Accepted Manuscripts” page felt amazing. I’m listed
as the first author. I also have the privilege of being a coauthor on a few other papers from our lab.

We Love Our
Members

FEBRUARY
14

Book & Author
Events

MARCH 8 & 9

CALENDAR

2017

University on Wheels

JANUARY 12

Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
3825 North Oracle Road
Tucson, Arizona 85705-3254
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