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Years

Thrills Aplenty Coming with Book & 
Author’s First “BOGO” Writer

What’s new and exciting coming up for our 2018 Book 
& Author luncheon? Well, for one thing, how about a 
two-headed novelist?

Mike Lawson, who spent 30 years as an engineer for 
the U.S. Navy’s nuclear program, is the award-winning 
author of 12 thrillers featuring Joe DeMarco, a lawyer 
who’s never practiced law, instead serving as the bagman 
and fixer for the devious, often corrupt former Speaker of 
the House and current Minority Leader John Mahoney.

The Washington milieu has allowed Lawson to get 
DeMarco involved with Chinese spies stealing nuclear 
secrets, insider trading, illegal government wiretapping, 

and influence peddling. All this despite the fact that he’s basically lazy and would rather be golfing 
than doing Mahoney’s bidding.

In 2013, Lawson decided that the DeMarco series precluded him from telling certain stories 
he would like to. So, he morphed into M.A. Lawson and introduced Kay Hamilton, a rogue DEA 
agent who is far tougher and more dedicated than DeMarco. By the third book of his latest series, 
Hamilton has gone to work for the NSA and left a variety of villains strewn behind her. As fellow 
thriller writer Lisa Scottoline has remarked, Hamilton is a “renegade who welcomes risk and doesn’t 

M.A. LawsonMike Lawson

Continued on page 3, top

Holiday Party
SU N DAY,  DEC E M BE R 2 4 , 4:0 0 P.M., $25 PE R PE R SON

 

(A ny t h i n g you c ont r ibut e over $3.0 0 i s  a  cha r it a ble c ont r ibut ion t o BNC).
DR I N K S! FOOD! E N T E RTA I N M E N T! SOC I A L I Z I NG!

See page 3 bottom for more information and sign-up
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Dear Members,
Welcome to winter, Tucson 

style! We welcome back our 
winter visitors. We may not have 
snow, but we have winter fun 
planned.

 Please save the date for our 
Winter Holiday Party, Sunday, 
December 24, from 4 to 7 p.m. 
We look forward to lots of food, 
fun, and fund-raising. Please see 

the invitation on pages 1 and 3.
On Monday, January 8, we will hold our wonderful 

University on Wheels (UOW) program which will be held at 
the JCC. The invitation will be in the next bulletin. You won’t 
want to miss this exciting event. We are thrilled to have 
two fabulous speakers from Brandeis University. Eileen 
McNamara, Pulitzer Prize Winner and Journalism Professor, 
and Maura Jane Farrelly, Associate Professor of American 
Studies and Director of the Journalism Department, will 
be speaking on “From Election to Investigation and All 
the ‘Fake News’ in Between: Media Coverage of the 
Presidency.” A continental breakfast will be served.

On the front page of this bulletin you will see an article 
featuring one of the authors for the fabulous Book & Author 
Events. Our dinner is Wednesday evening, March 7, 2018, 
and the silent auction, boutique, book sales, and luncheon 
are on Thursday, March 8, at Skyline Country Club. This 
year, we are very fortunate to have five stellar authors and 
a terrific moderator. Look for articles about each author 
in upcoming bulletins! Save the dates. You won’t want to 
miss these outstanding events!

Our chapter’s success wouldn’t be possible without our 
greatest asset—you, the members of Tucson BNC. Thank 
you for your support of our programs which raise funds 
for our chapter’s Endowed Scholarship, preferably for a 
Tucson-area student accepted to Brandeis University, and 
scientific research and scholarship for neurodegenerative 
diseases like Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s or for the 
Brandeis University libraries.

Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, and a Happy New 
Year 2018. May it be a year of peace, health, and only 
good things!

Marsha Rosenblum, President N

The President’s Corner

In Memoriam
Life Member and  

former chapter co-president,  
Penelope “Penny” Benjamin.

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following correction in your Membership 

Directory (changes underlined):
Susan F Berger 6549 E Santa Aurelia, 85715

Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 
our chapter:
Susan Wortman 2531 N Avenida Orgullo, 85715 722-6260
  © 991-5856

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members 
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at 
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them 
warmly. 

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
Membership VPs: Roni Bader-Tables, prek01@aol.com or 305-898-5754, and Pam Shaw, PamShaw123@aol.com or 617-593-8300

Freshman 
Book

Be sure to read the award-
winning freshman book Citizen: 

An American Lyric, which will be reviewed on January 
18, by Jean Nerenberg. It is a chapter custom to read 
what the Freshman class reads and to meet the students 
and author via DVD.  You can sign up for the discussion 
by sending an $18 check made out to BNC to Terry 
Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson, AZ 85715, 
marked “Freshman Book.” 
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Holiday Party
DR I N K S! FOOD! E N T E RTA I N M E N T! SOC I A L I Z I NG!

COM E C E L E BR AT E T H E W I N T E R HOL I DAY S W I T H U S!
T H I S E V E N T BE N E F I T S T H E T UC SON  C H A P T E R’ S

E N DOW E D SC HOL A R SH I P FOR A T UC SON -A R E A ST U DE N T AT BR A N DE I S
Questions? Contact Lynn Cramer, 717- 443-6157

Hosted by Marsha Rosenblum
5221 N. Foothills Road, Tucson

Enter from N. 1st Ave.,  
one block north of River Road.

Bring  hotel toiletries, personal-
care items, and new socks and 

underwear for children, teens, 
and women as a donation to 

Youth on Their Own (YOTO). 

Yes, I’m coming to the Holiday Party at $25 per 
person:

Name(s) _______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Phone & e-mail ________________________________

Send your check made out to BNC to Arlene 
Zuckerman, 5448 N. Paseo Sonoyta, Tucson, AZ 
85750, by December 20.

Book & Author “BOGO” continued from page 1, bottom
play well with others.”

How did Lawson go from nuclear engineering to writing? His short answer is: “I 
like to write, it’s fun for me, so I tried my hand at it. I tell people that if you want to be 
a writer you need some talent, a lot of persistence, and a whole lot of luck. In 2004, I 
got very lucky: a fantastic agent liked The Inside Ring [his first DeMarco effort] and got 
me a two-book deal with a publisher. By the end of 2017, I [had] published 14 novels. 
After that, who knows?” Actually, we do. Following his third Hamilton adventure, K 
Street, he has returned to DeMarco in the just-published House Witness.

The two-headed Lawson will be coming from the Pacific Northwest to join our other exciting 
authors at the Book & Author events on March 7 and 8, 2018. Be sure to reserve those dates. 
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the 

university through fund-raising and through activities that 

reflect the values on which the university was founded: 

academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and 

service to the community. 

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

•	 Go	to	www.tucsonbnc.org.  
•	 Click	on	the	GO	button.
•	 Buy	anything from Amazon.
•	 The	Tucson	Chapter	will	benefit	from	all	your
 Amazon purchases made this way.

Social Justice/ 
Community Service
The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 

reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
school supplies.

Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless 
women. We help by donating walking shoes and sweat clothes 
in good condition and women’s hygiene products.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com 
or 615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

University on Wheels
It’s hard to believe, but University on Wheels, our 

continental breakfast at the Tucson JCC, followed by a talk 
by two top Brandeis University professors, is just around 
the corner. Mark Monday, January 8, on your calendars 
for a wonderful morning.

We will hear Professor of the Practice 
of Journalism and Pulitzer Prize winner 
Eileen McNamara and 
Associate Professor 
of American Studies 
Maura Farrelly speak 
on “From Election to 
Investigation and All the 
‘Fake News’ in Between: 

Media Coverage of the Presidency.” These 
amazing professors should make this a 
stimulating and fascinating event. The invitation will be 
in the next bulletin. 

McNamara

Farrelly

Members sometimes ask 
what happens to the books from 
our Brandeis Book Bonanza 
Sale that are not sold. After 
this year’s sale, we donated the 
leftovers to the Pima County Jail 
Chaplain’s Library. There, 2,000 
inmates were given cartons of 

paperback books that were picked up by members of 
the advisory council.

The remaining books went to the Pima County Friends 
of the Library, who came by the very last day and picked 
up our donation. We were able to share with others of 
the community who believe in putting recycled books 
to good use. 

Where Have 
All the Books Gone?
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 As a child in Brooklyn, 
N e w  Yo r k , ,  M a r i o n 
Cimmino’s pets consisted 
of fish, frogs, toads, and, 
to her mother’s dismay, 
an assortment of creepy 
c r a w l e r s .  T h r o u g h 

National Science Foundation grants to educators and 
extensive camping throughout the National Parks and 
wilderness areas, she learned to apply her knowledge  
from academia to the natural world.

She attended St. John’s University, New York, Hunter 
College, Columbia University, and New York University.

In her professional life, Marion was a New York City 
high school biology teacher, coauthor of two textbooks, 
writer for Barrons Educational Series Review books, and 
presenter of curriculum programs on the local and national 
levels for the New York Biology Teachers’ Association.

Marion was introduced to Tucson by a friend and retired 
here in 1993. For the past 22 years, she has been a docent 
at the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum. She is also a docent 
at Tohono Chul Park and has been a docent for the Museum 
of Northern Arizona in Flagstaff.  

In her Tucson community, Marion has provided 
educational programs for the Sun City Oro Valley Institute 
of Learning in Retirement program, Sun City Garden 
Club, OLLI-UA northwest and central divisions, OASIS, 
retirement and assisted living communities, and even 
memory care facilities.

She  learned about Tucson Brandeis from a friend and 
joined because of the many activities and great people.

Her passion is to foster a love and appreciation for our 
unique Sonoran Desert through understanding the complexity 
of our natural environment and our uniquely adapted desert 
plants and animals. Her study group, Sonoran Desert 101, will 
meet the third Wednesday from January through April and is 
recommended for all who want to expand their knowledge 
of the desert in which we live. Tucson Chapter Bulletin

Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders .. Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Meet Your Study 
Group Leader

2017–2018
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*  Monday, December 4
Holiday Party  Sunday, December 24
University on Wheels Monday, January 8, 2018 
Board Meeting*  Monday, January 15
Board Meeting*  Monday, February 5
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 5
Book & Author Dinner Wednesday, March 7
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, March 8
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 2
Spring Luncheon and Installation after April 7
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 7

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Your Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Rosenblum
VPs of the Book Business . . . . . . .Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-Presidentof Book Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership . . . . . . . .  Roni Bader-Tables &Pam Shaw
Vice-President of Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Wilder
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davya Cohen
Treasurers. . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman & Marilyn Sternstein
Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg

Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com. 
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Book Sale Success
This year’s Book Bonanza Sale over two successive weekends was another successful fund-raising event for our  

Tucson Endowed Scholarship Fund to award scholarship support to a worthy Brandeis student, with a preference 
for a student from the Tucson metropolitan area. 
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Brandeis University, the Brandeis National Committee 
(BNC), and the Tucson Chapter are exemplified by 
diversity. Brandeis University was developed based on 
nonsectarianism.

Many people think the university and the BNC are 
Jewish organizations, but each has many non-Jewish 
members. Thankfully, we are not all white and upper-
middle-class.

Encourage your Tucson-area friends, relatives, 
acquaintances, and neighbors of any background to join 
in this unique and wonderful organization.

Prospective new members should contact either of 
our Memberhip Vice-presidents: Roni Bader-Tables, 
prek01@aol.com or 305-898-5754, or Pam Shaw, 
PamShaw123@aol.com or 617-593-8300. 

Our Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) Study 
Group has been moved to Monday, January 15, 2018, at 
1:00 p.m. at the Sarver Heart Center, Banner University 
Medical Center. The class still has space, and this is your 
opportunity to be trained to save a life. The course is 
only one hour long.

Send your check for $18 made out to BNC to Terrie 
Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson, AZ 85715, and 
write “CPR Study Group” on the check. 

My thanks goes to those of you that donated items 
for the baskets or created baskets on their own for 
the Fall Opening Luncheon. Thank you to those who 
donated money for the baskets and materials to create 
the baskets as well as items to go into them. Thanks to 
those who worked the day of the event and checked in 
folks, created the name tags, and handed out name tags. 
Thanks to those who volunteered to be greeters that day, 
sold opportunities for the baskets, and those who helped 
me set up the flower centerpieces and helped clean up 
at the end of the day. A special thanks for our members 
who took reservations and set up the tables.

I know I am repeating myself, but I could not have done 
it without you!

Thanks to: Arlene Gray, Arlene Zuckerman, Barbara 
Wilder, Betty Scott, BJ Koppel, Carol Cunin, Elaine Lisberg, 
Ellen Saltonstall, Gail Isaacs, Karen Loeb, Libby Fisher, 
Lois Bodin, Lynn Cramer, Marianne Taussig, Marilyn 
Lobell, Marsha Rosenblum, Meg Sivitz, Pam Shaw, Rachel 
Barker, Ruth Friedman, Sheila Rothenberg, Shelly Abell, 
Soralé Fortman, Steve Seltzer, and Terri Freed.

Thanks again, Davya Cohen 

by Sheila Rothenberg
There was a sea of smiling, happy faces walking out of 

the Skyline Country Club Book & Author luncheon last 
March 9, and it wasn’t just because of the great meal, the 
fabulous silent auction, and the enticing boutique. I’m 
happy to report, it was because of the terrifically engaging 
talks by the four participating authors:  Anne Hillerman, 
Linda Hirshman, Steve Berry, and Sherri Duskey Rinker.

As the author wrangler (which my husband has dubbed 
me), I was thrilled to hear comments such as “Best one 
ever!” again and again. Then I began to get e-mails from 
attendees, such as this one from Roggie Edberg, “What an 
exciting Book & Author Luncheon.  Not only are the authors 
outstanding writers, they also are superb speakers.”

Just to let you know, I haven’t been resting on my laurels. 
I’ve been working all summer to line up equally appealing 
authors for our 22nd Book & Author Events scheduled for 
March 7 and 8, 2018. Mark those dates on your calendars 
and plan to be there. Keep watching for more. 

Book & Author 
Keeps Getting Better!
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Fall Opening Luncheon Pleases All
This year’s Fall Opening Luncheon was a wonderful success: a good turnout, a successful silent auction, and marvelous 

entertainment. A large crowd filled the lovely ballroom at the Westward Look Grand Resort and Spa. We had gift baskets 
of many types from chocolates to wines, from a free night at the resort to children’s books for members’ grandchildren. 
Our entertainment, singer Katherine Byrnes and her accompianist Sly, made the event perfect. 

Soralé Fortman and Ruth Friedman 

checking people in.

Ellen Saltonstall and Davya Cohen  
selling tickets for the auction baskets.

The beautiful baskets being auctioned  to the attendees.

Schmoozing and enjoying beverages before the Luncheon.

Auction baskets with Roz Stein, Rhoda 

Mindes, and Libby Fischer looking on.

Chapter President Marsha Rosenblum honoring Shelly Abell.

Event Chair Davya Cohen.
Marsha Rosenblum, Coco Tirambulo ’16, 

and Meg Sivitz.
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More Fall Opening Luncheon Photos

The crowd listening to Coco.
The attendees enjoying the superb entertainment.

This table is loving our show.Ready for the big event.

Meg Sivitz introducing our former 

scholarship student, Coco Tirambulo ’16, 

to the attendees.

Singer Katherine Byrnes and accompianistDaniel “Sly” Slipetsky.
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Next Board Meeting
Monday, December 4, 2017

10:00 a.m. to noon
Martha Cooper Library

1377 North Catalina Avenue
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.

Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison ......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message) ............747-3224
Chapter Web site ........................... www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail .................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook ...............................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Express Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well 
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The 
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah 
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
 $5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50, Light of Reason Card.
 $10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $36.50, Learned Research Journal
 $56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
 $500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com, or 702-219-6704.

Donor Message Recipient
Special Book Collection

Brandeis Friends Congratulations on your 75th Birthday! Marsha Rosenblum
Brandeis Friends Congratulations on your 20th Times 4 Birthday! Zelda Aaronson

Sustaining the Mind Card
Marsha Rosenblum In memory of dear mother, grandmother, & great-grandmother,  
  Nettie Rothenberg Dr. & Mrs. David Rothenberg & Family
Charlotte Toppel Wishing you a speedy recovery Sandy Rollin

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Charlotte Toppel In memory of your dear wife Sue Bert Kwasman

Light of Reason Card
Shirley & Stan Matlick           Mazel tov on the birth of your first great-grandchild  Charlotte Toppel
Shirley & Stan Matlick           Mazel tov on the birth of your first great-grandchild Elaine Kurland 

All of the above cards and journal donations go to support the libraries, except the “Sustaining the Mind” card, 
which goes to support research and scholarships in neurodegenerative diseases.
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Tucson Chapter Calendar December 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
5:30 Single 

Women’s 
Circle

3
5 Nostalgia 

Trip

4
10 Board 

Meeting
10 Great 

Debates
1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge

5
10 Mindful-

ness
1 Foreign 

Film
TBD Singles 

Cinema

6
12 Contemp.  

Fiction 

7
1 Mah 

Jongg

8
 

9

10
10 Books & 

Bagels

11 
10 Memo-

ries
1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge
2 Art Talks

12 13
10 Page 

Turners
12 Men’s 

Book Club

14
1 Gotta 

Have Art 

15 16

17 18
12:30 Sit ’n’ 

Stitch
1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge

19
7 pm Fab 

Flicks

20
11:30 Mys-

tery Books 

21
1 Mah 

Jongg
1:30 Gene-

alogy

22 23

24
4 Holiday 

Party

25
Christmas

26 27
12 Ethnic 

Lunch

28
10 Women 

in the Bible

29 30

31
New Year’s 

Eve

Jan 1, 2018
New Year’s 

Day

Hanukkah, December 13-20 (1st candle December 12); Christmas Eve, December 24; Christ-
mas Day, December 25; New Year’s Eve, December 31; New Year’s Day, January 1, 2018

Hanukkah
1st Candle

Hanukkah

Hanukkah

Bring In New Members
This great chapter deserves new members. Have your acquaintences, friends, and 

neighbors contact one of our Membership VPs: Roni Bader-Tables, prek01@aol.com or  
305-898-5754, or Pamela Shaw, PamShaw123@aol.com or 617-593-8300. 
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JANUARY 8
University on Wheels

DECEMBER 
24
Holiday Party

MARCH 7 & 8
Book & Author 
Events

2017-18 CALENDAR
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News from Brandeis University

In the last bulletin, we mentioned the Brandeis University scientists who received 
the  Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine this year. Here is more information.

Michael Rosbash’s Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine—for discovering the 
genetic mechanisms of the circadian rhythm, the body’s biological clock—was the 
crowning achievement of a lifetime of research and mentoring.

Rosbash arrived at Brandeis University in 1974; he has never taught anywhere 
else. Upon his arrival, he quickly became friends with Jeffrey Hall, with whom he 
shared the prize 43 years later. Rosbash says they bonded over a love of tobacco, 
alcohol, and basketball. He also ingratiated himself into the Brandeis faculty by being 
outgoing, helpful, and always quick with a joke—often at his own expense.

In 1982, the pair began researching the genetics of the circadian rhythm in fruit 
flies. Eventually, they discovered that a certain gene controls how different bodily 
processes act during the night and day. That discovery has had a radical effect on 

medicine, plant science, and environmental science.
Rosbash’s colleagues say that success has never gone to his head. He continues to help with daily departmental 

administration, to share his lab’s funding with other Brandeis researchers, and to mentor students.
At a press conference celebrating the prize, Rosbash, age 73, responded to one student’s request for advice. “It’s 

the same advice I give my kids: find your star, find something you love, and go for it,” Rosbash said. “You’ve got to 
go for what you love, and not look back 30 years or 40 years later and say, ‘I never tried.’ You have to try.”

Read more: http://forward.com/series/forward-50/2017/michael-rosbash/.

The Scientist Who Explained Our Body’s Clock


