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Join Summ e r S t ud y G roup s
1.

Contemporary Fiction Book Club

2.

Mystery Book Club

Contact: Betty Jane Koppel 296-1215,
BettyKoppel@aol.com
If you are looking for great reading and good discussions
Time:
1:00–3:00 pm
from the many titles of contemporary fiction, this is
Place: Trattoria Pina (come early and socialize
the group for you. Members are encouraged to lead
over self-pay lunch)
one of the monthly book discussions.
Dates: Every Monday, through September
Leader: Ruth Friedman
749-1840,
5.
Single Women’s Circle
RAFriedman@aol.com
Time:
11:30 am–1:30 pm
This fun group will discuss current topics while enjoying
Dates: 1st Wednesday, through September
dinner at Skyline Country Club. You may stay for mah
Place: Hacienda del Sol, with self-pay lunch
jongg or bridge (intermediate/advanced only). We will
Limit: 25 members
order individually from the menu.
If you are a reader who chooses a “whodunit” for
relaxation, join this group of dedicated mystery
aficionados. Before the great discussions, you can join
others for an optional self-pay lunch. Most books are
available at the library or in paperback.
Leaders: Soralé Fortman
Time:
Dates:
Place:
3.

747-3520,
Sorkey7@aol.com
Patrice Brown
PJBrown4110@me.com
11:30 am–1:30 pm, with self-pay lunch
3rd Wednesday, through September
Hacienda del Sol Resort Library
Page Turners

Leader: Phyllis Fassler
Time:
Dates:
Place:
Limit:
6.

4.

Social Bridge

If you are playing using the current bidding rules and
some of the basic conventions, you are an intermediate
bridge player! Join this group to enjoy the game and
the people.

5:30 pm
1st Saturday, through September
Skyline Country Club
20 members
Sit ’n’ Stitch

If you have ever used a needle of any type, we have
room for you. Bring your UFOs (Unfinished Objects)
or WIPs (Works in Progress) and a bag lunch. We’ll
meet in each other’s homes to sit, stitch, schmooze,
and help each other complete our treasures.
Leader: Lois Bodin

We will be discussing extremely readable current
Time:
fiction—the kind that captures the imagination and
Dates:
will lead to lively give and take among the group.
Leader: Sheila Rothenberg 232-9559,
Sheila.Tucson@comcast.net
Time:
10:00 am–noon
Dates: 2nd Wednesday, through September
Place: Sheila’s house, 6351 N. Via Jaspeada (call for
driving instructions.)

320-5004,
JPFassler@cox.net

702-219-6704,
LoisBodin@gmail.com

12:30–3:00 pm,
4th Monday, through September

To join a group, write a check for $15 to BNC,
include your name, e-mail address, phone number,
and courses desired and mail it to Terry Sherman,
7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson, AZ 85715. Those
already in a group do not need to pay.

Tucson Chapter, BNC

May 2017

Me mber s hip

Page 2

P a g e

The President’s Corner

We Wish Our Members…

I hope everyone had great spring
holidays.
Lots of changes are beginning now.
The new Officers and Board of Directors
have been elected, along with the
nominating committee.
It is my honor and pleasure to serve
as your President for the 2017–18 year.
I would like all members to share their
input. That’s how we continue to grow and improve.
I wish our winter visitor members a good summer and
look forward to you joining us again in a few months.
Our calendar of Study Groups does not stop in the
summer. Please sign up for summer sessions of the
groups listed in this bulletin. Of course, you are always
welcome to suggest others and, perhaps, even volunteer
to lead one!
We also hope to have our Study Group sign-ups for the
fall and winter ready to start in July. Lynn Cramer, our Study
Group vice-president and Immediate Past President will
be happy to have your suggestions and help! Both the
printed and on-line sign-ups will be available, and there
is no postmark cut-off date.
My thanks and admiration for Lynn Cramer, who led our
chapter as President or Chair of the Leadership Team for
almost seven years. Lynn is an amazing example of what
leadership means. How fortunate our chapter has been to
have Lynn’s talents.
The Book & Author Luncheon was an absolutely fantastic
event. Thanks to Judy Norris and Gail Isaacs for chairing
the Evening Event; to Zelda Aaronson for heading up the
luncheon; a huge thank-you to Elaine Lisberg and Sheila
Rothenberg for being the overall leaders. What a successful
event you and your committees had!
Thanks also to Marianne Taussig and her able committee
for chairing the lovely installation at Café à la C’Art.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 529-7477 or
Marsha29Ros@earthlink.net.
I look forward to enjoying our time together!
Marsha Rosenblum, President N

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter
of BNC wish:
Barbara Esmond
A speedy recovery
If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact
Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, CharlotteSH@me.com
or 529-8484. A card will be sent and an acknowledgment
will appear in the bulletin.

In Memoriam

Life Member, Sheva Chess

It Takes Members
to Get Members.
Introduce Your Friends
to the Tucson Chapter’s
Events and Study Groups.

Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined
our chapter:
Carol Gordon
62517 E Amberwood Dr, 85739 825-3618
(Mart)		
CarolGordon@me.com
Connie Martin
38995 S Sandcrest Dr, 85739
818-1685
(Victor)		
ConnieMartin246@gmail.com
Louise Newitz
62650 E Amberwood Dr, 85739 818-9122
(Arlen Brody)		
Newitz@icloud.com
Joann Penner
7024 E Rivercrest Rd, 85750
722-9628
		
Jomarzona@hotmail.com

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them
warmly.
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EDF F el lows Mee t ing

From the Prez
Dear Lynn Cramer,
Please share my appreciation
with your board and other
members. Your hospitalit y
and welcoming [to the Book &
Author Events] was very much
appreciated by me and my
husband.
I just read your [March]
bulletin. You are a fabulous
chapter! I loved the photos of
the B&A Events. I look forward to visiting again.
Warmly,
Madalyn Friedberg, National President

Our men’s group, the EDF Fellows, will hold its next
lunch meeting on Monday, May 8, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. at the Viscount Hotel.
The speaker will be Dr. Leonard
Hammer, visiting professor at the
Arizona Center for Judaic Studies,
speaking on the “Holy See’s Relations
with Israel and the Palestinian Authority.
Anyone in Tucson is cordially invited to attend, join the
fellowship, and enjoy the fascinating speakers. Members
are encouraged to bring guests. Women are invited. For
a reservation, contact Steve Seltzer by Thursday morning
before the meeting.
Lunch is $22. For more information, contact Steve
Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com, 299-3788; Howard
Schwartz, howtru3@comcast.net, 615-2915; or Tom Herz,
tghmkh@mindspring.com, 745-5852.

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis
•
•
•
•

Go to www.tucsonbnc.org.
Click on the GO button.
Buy anything from Amazon.
The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
Amazon purchases made this way.

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing
philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished
liberal arts and research university founded by the American
Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the
university through fund-raising and through activities that
reflect the values on which the university was founded:
academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and
service to the community.

Social Justice/
Community Service

The Tucson chapter gives back to our Tucson community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman,
reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need
of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.
Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and
school supplies.
Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless
women. We help by donating walking shoes and sweat clothes
in good condition and women’s hygiene products.
Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com
or 615-0877.
Nobody can help everybody,
but everybody can help somebody!
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Meet Your Study
Group Leader
Who traveled to England, Czechoslovakia, Spain, Italy,
Israel, Australia, and Canada, plus Alaska and Hawaii?
Who just returned from a family cruise to the Panama
Canal?
Who settled in Oro Valley and joined Brandeis, where
she found new friends and revived old interests?
Roz Stein, co-leader of the Single Women’s Group in
2016-17 and an assistant in the Beginning Mah Jongg
Study Group this year.
Roz was born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
where she attended Allderdice High School, a few years
ahead of Meg Sivitz and Barbara Danes. She went on to
attend the University of Pittsburgh, where she earned a
degree in elementary education.
After graduation in 1954, she married Ralph Stein. They
met as camp counselors when they were teenagers. Ralph
was a chemical engineering student at Pitt. The Steins
moved to Columbus, Ohio, while Ralph pursued a nuclear
engineering degree and where her daughters Janet and
Wendy and son Ed were born. Roz taught third grade for
two years.
The family then moved on to Virginia, outside Washington,
D.C., where another son, David, joined the family. This busy
family grew up while Roz taught kindergarten and second
grade and Ralph worked doing nuclear research for NASA.
A brief move to Maryland came next. There, Roz taught
third and finally fourth grade, her favorite. The students
were at a lovely age doing a literature-based reading
program. Roz is an avid reader.
The family loved traveling across the United States to
many of the national parks for hiking and discovering the
beauty of this country. Their favorite was Rocky Mountain
National Park, where the whole family put on raincoats
and slid down a glacier. Winter was skiing time. School
vacations were spent on the slopes in Vermont, Colorado,
and Utah.
Now, the Stein daughter Janet works for a law firm and
Wendy is in Tucson with Raytheon. Fortunately, Ed was
late for work to his office in the twin towers on September
11, 2001. He lives in NYC as a partner in the firm Sandler
O’Neal. The second son, David, just retired to Sarasota
after a career in education.
On a visit to Tucson one winter to visit Roz’s sister, Roz
and Ralph fell in love with the area. They returned to buy a
small house in Oro Valley and became winter visitors. After

Continued on page 6, bottom
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Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board and Planning Meeting*
Board Meeting*		
Board Meeting*		
Fall Opening Luncheon
Board Meeting*		
Board Meeting*		
Hanukkah Party		
Holiday Fund-Raiser

Monday, May 1
Monday, September 11
Monday, October 2
October TBD
Monday, November 6
Monday, December 4
December TBD
Sunday, December 24

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Our Chapter is celebrating
our 65th birthday!
Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Rosenblum
VPs of the Book Business . . . . . . .  Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-Presidents of Membership . . . . . . .  Roni Bader Tables &
Pam Shaw
Vice-President of Publications  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Wilder
Financial Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Betty Jane Koppel
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davya Cohen
Treasurers . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman & Marilyn Sternstein
Advisor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg

Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone,
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com.

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief................................................... Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison........................................................ Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor......................................... Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders... Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May.
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month.
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It’s That Time of Year Again

If you were wise enough to attend our wonderful
closing spring event, BNC Does Art, you would have
enjoyed Elaine Lisberg’s wonderful installation of the
board and the officers.
Below is Elaine having just installed our exciting new
President, Marsha Rosenblum.

Our membership year runs
from July 1 to June 30, but you
can sign up for the next year
anytime starting April 1.
W hy rejoin? We prov ide
benefits to our members (Study
Groups and events), our Tucson
communit y (Social Justice/
Community Service), and the
students, faculty, and libraries of Brandeis University (Book
Fund donations, profits from events, and profits from our
Book Business).
Bills will arrive shortly from National, but you can
pay much more efficiently by going to our Web site
(TucsonBNC.org) and clicking on the “National Site” on
the far right.
Once on the National page, click on “Get Involved” and
choose “How to Join” in the drop-down menu. Put your
cursor over the line that says “Click here to ‘Become a BNC
Member’” and follow the instructions.
If you renew your membership this way, we will know
you are a member very quickly. This is the most efficient
way to renew. If you pay your bill with a check or credit
card information by mail, it can take up to two months
before we know that you have rejoined.
Rather than send your dues directly to National, mail
them to our financial secretary B. J. Koppel, 7531 E.
Calle Brisas, Tucson, AZ 85750. We will then know you
have renewed.
You may certainly pay directly to the University using
the bill, but it will be awhile before we know that you
have paid.

Meet Study Group Leader continued from page 5
deciding this was the place for them, they sold the Maryland house and bought a bigger home here for good. Ralph
passed away in March of 2013. Roz and Ralph had 17 years of wedded bliss in Oro Valley, married a total of 58 years.
Now there are seven grandchildren, five girls and two boys! One grandson is married and the two youngest girls
graduate from college this May from Ohio State and Oberlin College. The others are in the working world.
Roz, Gail Martin, and Ellen Estrin joined Brandeis together after attending a new-member tea at the home of Marilyn
Lobell. As a new member, Roz joined the Mystery Book Group, becoming co-chair of the group shortly thereafter.
This year, she led the Single Women’s group with Gail Martin and Beginning Mah Jongg with Fran Pakenham. She
also works at the Book Depot, entering books on Amazon using the computer, and plays in the Monday afternoon
bridge group. She attends Page Turners Study Group and praises its wonderful leader, Sheila Rothenberg. Roz tells
us that she enjoys the camaraderie of the Brandeis members and the excellent events, especially Book & Author.
Roz has won the hearts and friendship of those who have grown to know her and share her life.

Tucson Chapter, BNC

Page 7

May 2017

HELP WANTED

STUDY GROUP ORGANIZERS
Are you a leader? We can use leaders for some Study
Groups. You could organize a Sunday Books & Bagels
group. The group decides on a monthly book and a person
or couple volunteers a house. Fabulous Flix, a great study
group has a different couple or member host a dessert and
lead a discussion in a film of their choice.
Contact Lynn Cramer, LCramer8@aol.com.
EAT DESSERT FIRST (EDF) FELLOWS
We would like to keep EDF going, but need someone or
two or three to be the organizers. This is a popular and great
Study Group, so volunteer to help.
Contact Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com.
DO YOU KNOW EXCEL?
We need someone who is good with Microsoft Excel to
help the Study Group Committee keep records.
Contact Lynn Cramer, LCramer8@aol.com.
HELP THE BRANDEIS CHAPTER
We are looking for volunteers to help with our wonderful
Events. You can be a committee member or a leader so that
we can have another successful year.
Contact Marsha Rosenblum, Marsha29Ros@earthlink.net.
OPENING FALL EVENT
We want volunteers to chair or assist with our Opening
Fall Event, often a luncheon with entertainment or a speaker.
There will be a lot of help from other members.
Contact Marsha Rosenblum, Marsha29Ros@earthlink.net.

Book Depot Needs You
We have a special need at
the Book Depot.
We are looking for you
to underwrite the cost of a
new up-to-date computer
for the Book Depot. For only
about $400, you can improve
the productivit y of our
volunteers. Our current main computer is old and
therefore slows the entry on the other computers.
Remember, the money we earn from our Book
Business goes to our endowed scholarship for
financial support to a Tucson-area student who
is admitted to Brandeis University.
Leave a message at 747-3224 to help support
this vital need.

Join Our Facebook Site
Yes, the Tucson Chapter of the
BNC is on Facebook, and you
should “friend” us by going to your
regular Facebook page and at the
top put in “Tucson chapter BNC,”
go to our page, and “friend” us.
The advantage to you is that you get notices of
upcoming events with sign-up sheets before the
bulletin comes out. You also get other interesting
information about the Tucson Chapter.
So do it now and have your friends and other
members befriend us.

Volunteer
to support your Brandeis Chapter.
Contact Marsha Rosenblum,
Marsha29Ros@earthlink.net
or 529-7477.
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Exp ress Your Thoughtfulness
Wit h a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick,
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an
appropriate card — just contact Shelly Abell (contact information below). The
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
$5.50 Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
$10.50 Light of Reason Card.
$10.50 Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
$14.00 Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
$18.50 Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
$25.50 Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
$36.50 Learned Research Journal
$56.50 Learned Research Journal Folio
$100.00 Special Book Collection
$500.00 Major Book Collection
Contact Book Fund chair Shelly Abell, REAbell@aol.com, or 409-2346.

Donor
Brandeis friends
Brandeis friends
Brandeis friends
Brandeis friends

Message
Special Book Collection in Judaica
In honor of your birthday
Special birthday wishes
Wishing you a very happy birthday
Congratulations on the births of your grandchildren

Recipient

Brandeis friends
Brandeis friends
Brandeis friends

Learned Research Journal Folio
Best wishes for a complete recovery
Congratulations on your special birthday
Mazel Tov on becoming a grandmother

Marianne & Stuart Taussig
Brandeis friends

Learned Research Journal
In honor of your birthday
Enjoy the twins

Meg Sivitz
Terri Freed

Rosealie & Herb Siegel
Gail & Ron Isaacs
Harriet & Len Kronman
Nancy and Michael Apsell

Sustaining the Mind Card
Congratulations on your special birthday
Happy birthday!
Happy birthday
A very happy birthday to you

Meg Sivitz
Meg Sivitz
Meg Sivitz
Meg Sivitz

Elizabeth Jackson
Elizabeth Jackson

Goldfarb Library Card
Get well soon
Congratulations

Meg Sivitz
Meg Sivitz
Meg Sivitz
Terri Freed
Barb Esmond
Meg Sivitz
Terri Freed

Barbara Esmond
Meg Sivitz

Contact the Bulletin

Steve Seltzer, Editor................ 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison.......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter

Book Depot Phone (leave a message).... 520-747-3224
Chapter Web site............................ www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail..................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook................................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Next Board Meeting

Monday, May 1, 2017
10:00 a.m. to noon
Dusenberry-River Road Library
5605 East River Road at Craycroft Road
All members are welcome to this meeting.
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Sunday

7

14

21

28

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday
3
4
12 Contemp.
Fiction

1
10 Board
Meeting
1 Social
Bridge

2
10 Adult
Coloring
1 Foreign
Film

8
12 EDF
1 Social
Bridge
15
1 Social
Bridge

9
2 Scrabble

10
10 Page
Turners

16
TBD Cinema
for Singles
7 Fabulous
Flicks
23

22
12:30 Sit ’n’
Stitch
1 Social
Bridge

29
1 Social
Bridge

Friday

Saturday

5

6
5:30 Single
Women’s
Circle

11

12

13

17
18
11:30 Mystery Books
12 Men’s
Book Club
24
25
12 Ethnic
Lunch

19

20

26

27

Jerusalem Day

30
31

Shavuot
June 1

Yom HaZikaron, May 1; Yom Ha tzmaut, May 2; Mother’s Day, May 14; Yom Yerushalayim,
May 24; Memorial Day, May 29; Shavuot, May 31 and June 1
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News at Brandeis University
Canadian Supreme Justice to Speak at Commencement
Canadian Supreme Court Justice Rosalie Silberman Abella, a renowned expert on human-rights
law, will deliver the Commencement address at Brandeis University’s 66th Commencement on May
21. She will be among five distinguished individuals to receive honorary degrees from Brandeis at
the Commencement ceremony.
She was born in a displaced persons camp in Stuttgart, Germany, to parents who had spent three
years in Nazi concentration camps and whose 2-year-old son perished in Treblinka. In 1950, the
Silberman family immigrated to Canada. By age 4, Abella had decided to become a lawyer, inspired
by her father, who had been a brilliant law student in Poland before the war.
After earning an LLB from the University of Toronto, Abella was called to the Ontario Bar in 1972. She practiced
civil and criminal litigation before becoming a jurist on the Ontario Family Court in 1976 at age 29, the youngest—and
first pregnant—person ever appointed to Canada’s judiciary. Sixteen years later, she was appointed to the Ontario
Court of Appeal. In 2004, in a remarkable coda to her father’s legacy, she became the first Jewish woman appointed
to the Supreme Court of Canada.
“Justice Abella’s personal story and legal career are an inspiring example to our graduates of what we can accomplish
when one uses one’s education to the betterment of the world,” said Brandeis University President Ron Liebowitz.
“She is a judge with whom our namesake Justice Louis D. Brandeis would have found much in common: a commitment
to the protection of those who are not at the center of power in society.”
Abella is considered a foremost expert on human-rights law. She was the sole Commissioner of the 1984 federal
Royal Commission on Equality in Employment, which created the concept of “employment equity” in an effort to end
workplace discrimination against women, indigenous peoples, nonwhite minorities, and persons with disabilities. She
has written more than 90 articles, and has written or co-edited four books. She was made a Fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2007.

Study Guide mailed

JULY 2017

Study Group form
due

AUGUST 31

CALENDAR

2017

Board and Planning
Meeting

MAY 1

Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
3825 North Oracle Road
Tucson, Arizona 85705-3254
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