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Pulitzer Prize Winner to Bring Murder and Mayhem  
to the 2018 Book & Author Events

The provocative headline above will serve to introduce David 
Oshinsky, the first of four exciting speakers to accept an invitation 
to the 22nd Book & Author Events next March 7 and 8.

Bellevue Hospital, on New York City’s East Side, occupies a 
colorful and horrifying place in the public imagination: a den of 
mangled crime victims, vicious psychopaths, assorted derelicts, 
lunatics, and exotic-disease sufferers. In its two and a half centuries 
of service, there has hardly been an epidemic or social catastrophe—
or groundbreaking scientific advance—that did not touch Bellevue.

David Oshinsky, whose previous book, Polio: An American Story, 
was awarded a Pulitzer Prize, chronicles the history of the famous 
institution in Bellevue: Three Centuries of Murder and Mayhem at 

America’s Most Storied Hospital, and in so doing also charts the rise of New York to the nation’s 
preeminent city, the path of American medicine from butchery and quackery to a professional 
and scientific endeavor, and the growth of a civic institution.

As reported by The New York Times, “Any exciting book about the history of Bellevue—which 
this one surely is—is destined to be as much about the history of disease, medicine, and New 
York City as about the hospital itself. Mr. Oshinsky’s chapters about the early days of medicine 
are especially, distractingly interesting—so much so that they’ll inspire you to read them aloud 
to anyone who’ll listen.”

Originating in 1738 as an almshouse and pesthouse, Bellevue today is a revered public hospital 
bringing first-class care to anyone in need. With its diverse, ailing patient population, the hospital 
was a natural laboratory for the nation’s first clinical research. It treated tens of thousands of 
Civil War soldiers, launched the first civilian ambulance corps and the first nursing school for 
women, pioneered medical photography and psychiatric treatment, and spurred New York City 
to establish the country’s first official Board of Health. 

Author and historian Oshinsky received his Ph.D. from Brandeis University in 1971 and is 
currently a professor in the New York University Department of History and director of the 
Division of Medical Humanities at the NYU School of Medicine. His other books include the 
D.B. Hardeman Prize-winning A Conspiracy So Immense: The World of Joe McCarthy and the Robert 
Kennedy Prize-winning “Worse Than Slavery”: Parchman Farm and the Ordeal of Jim Crow Justice. His 
articles and reviews appear regularly in The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal. 



Tucson Chapter, BNC November 2017 Page 2

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your 

Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Susan & Richard Levy home phone 272-2270
  Rick © 615-310-4139
Jane Sedlmayr 6300 E Speedway Blvd #1272, 85710

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 
of BNC wish:

Phyllis Fassler joy at the marriage of  granddaughter 
    Annie to Jonah in Chicago.
Lynn & Stan Cramer congratulations on your new
    grandson Theodore.
If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, 

contact Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, CharlotteSH@
me.com or 529-8484. A card will be sent and an 
acknowledgment will appear in the bulletin. 

We Wish Our Members…

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 

our chapter:
Marsha Blitzer 2242 E Arroyo Chico, 85716 202-415-0647
 (Charles)  Marsha.Blitzer@yahoo.com 
Nina & Richard 2530 W Camino Ebano, 85742 447-5146
 Grossman   ArtLovers@aol.com

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members 
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at 
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them 
warmly. 

Dear Members,
Hello Autumn!
We are still basking in the afterglow 

of our fantastic Fall Opening Luncheon, 
held at the Westward Look Resort and 
Spa on October 16. Thanks to Davya 
Cohen and her committee for planning 
this wonderful event to kick off our 
2017-18 season. It was enjoyed by all 

who attended!
We also had a successful Fall Book Bonanza at the 

Foothills Mall under the direction of Meg Sivitz and 
Rachel Barker. Every one of the volunteers during the two 
weekends helped make this a successful fund-raiser for our 
Tucson Chapter. Proceeds go to help fund a scholarship to 
Brandeis University, preferably for a local Southern Arizona-
area high school senior.

The new recipient of our BNC Tucson Chapter Endowed 
Scholarship is Adrian Orduño, ’21, who was a standout 
student at Boulder Creek High School in Anthem, Arizona. 
Adrian wants to complete his undergraduate degree 
in biochemistry. He plans to continue his education by 
attending medical school to become a surgeon. Adrian 
immensely appreciates our chapter’s support.

We anticipate our next event—the Winter Holiday Party.  
Please see the invitation on page 3 of this bulletin! It is 
always a wonderful event—sizzling potato and perhaps 
other latkes and sparkling holiday cookies, plus lots of 
friendship and fun.  Please mark December 24, 2017, on 
your calendar! We look forward to seeing you there. We also 
need volunteers to help. Chair Lynn Cramer, LCramer8@
aol.com or 717-443-6157, would love to hear from you.

Wow! Before you know it, we turn our calendars to 2018! 
January will be here, and we will be hosting our University 
On Wheels event on Monday, January 8, at the JCC. You 
won’t want to miss this exciting event! Eileen McNamara, 
Pulitzer Prize winner and journalism professor and Maura 
Jane Farrelly, Associate Professor of American Studies, 
both from Brandeis, will be our speakers. Please save that 
morning for an exciting and informative discussion on 
“From Election to Investigation and all the ‘Fake News’ in 
Between: Media Coverage of the Presidency.”

I wish you all a very Happy Thanksgiving filled with fun, 
food, family, and friends!

Marsha Rosenblum, President N

The President’s Corner

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
Membership VPs: Roni Bader-Tables, prek01@aol.com or 305-898-5754, and Pam Shaw, PamShaw123@aol.com or 617-593-8300

Thanks, Merci, Gracias
Book Business VPs Rachel Barker and Meg Sivitz thank our 

Book Sale workers: Lee Barker, Lois Bodin and Herb Meshel, 
Maureen & Steve Burke, Fran Caspe, Kathy Cohen, Mary & 
Max Cooper, Lynn Cramer, Aimee Doctoroff, Roggie Edberg, 
Judi & Jay Feldstein, Libby Fisher, Marsha Foresman, Sorkey 
Fortman, Natalie Frieburger, Ruth Friedman, Sally Gershon, 
Elsa Goldberg,  Maxine Goldstein, Arlene Gray, Lily & Pete 
Hawkins, Gail & Ron Isaacs, Elizabeth Jackson, Steffi Law, BJ & 
Marty Kass, Marilyn Marcus, Judy Norris, Patty & Chuck Peck,  
Donna & Bob Richman, Deanna Rosen, Joan Rosenbluth, 
Ellen Saltonstall, Marty & Fred Scheinfeld, Betty Scott, Steve 
& Janet Seltzer, Ron Sivtiz, Roz Stein, Marilyn Sternstein, Lee 
Surwitt, Susan Sussman, Sandra Tobin, Coco Terambulo & 
her aunt, Terrie Williams, Roberta Zelikow, and Bill Little. 
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Yes, I’m coming to the Holiday Party at $25 per 

person:

Name(s) _______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Phone & e-mail ________________________________

Send your check made out to BNC to Arlene 

Zuckerman, 5448 N. Paseo Sonoyta, Tucson, AZ 

85750, by December 20.

Holiday Party
DR I N K S! FOOD! E N T E RTA I N M E N T! SOC I A L I Z I NG!

COM E C E L E BR AT E T H E W I N T E R HOL I DAY S W I T H U S!

SU N DAY, DEC E M BE R 2 4 , 4:0 0 – 6:0 0 p.m.
$25 PE R PE R SON  ($22 t a x- de duc t ible)

T H I S E V E N T BE N E F I T S T H E T UC SON C H A P T E R’ S
E N DOW E D SC HOL A R SH I P FOR A T UC SON -A R E A ST U DE N T AT BR A N DE I S

Questions? Contact Lynn Cramer, 717- 443-6157

Hosted by Marsha Rosenblum
5221 N. Foothills Road, Tucson

E nt er f rom N. 1st Ave.,  one 
blo ck nor t h of R i ver Road.

Bring hotel toiletries, personal-
care items, and new socks and 

underwear for children, teens, 
and women as a donation to 

Youth on Their Own (YOTO).

Hold This DateXXXXXXX
We will be holding a Holiday Party this winter to celebrate the season, so put this date down 

on your calendar. 
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If you are new to Tucson or have not yet 
visited the Medicine Man Gallery, now is your 
chance. Brandeis is hosting a personalized 
gallery tour of this exquisite collection of 
Western Art.

Marc Sublette has collected hundreds 
of pieces of fine jewelry in silver and turquoise along 
with amazing sculpture and paintings. The gallery is a 
combination of the inventory from the recently closed 
Santa Fe gallery along with the Tucson items. The senses 
will be overwhelmed with the variety and majesty of this 
outstanding art show.

We are scheduled to have a one-time private showing 
and a gallery talk with historian and Native American 
Art authority Jerry Freund. Our group will learn about 
the origins of and touch and feel Navajo woven rugs and 
blankets. They will see how Native American jewelry was 
influenced by early native design. A gallery tour of the 
beautiful newly expanded Medicine Man Gallery will begin 
our event, October 26, 2017, 1:30 P.M.

Register with Terrie Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde Dr., 
Tucson, AZ 85715, ASAP. 

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the 

university through fund-raising and through activities that 

reflect the values on which the university was founded: 

academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and 

service to the community. 

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

•	 Go	to	www.tucsonbnc.org.  
•	 Click	on	the	GO	button.
•	 Buy	anything from Amazon.
•	 The	Tucson	Chapter	will	benefit	from	all	your
	 Amazon	purchases	made	this	way.

Social Justice/ 

Community Service
The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 

reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:

The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 

supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 

providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
school supplies.

Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless 

women. We help by donating walking shoes and sweat clothes 
in good condition and women’s hygiene products.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 

community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com 

or 615-0877. 
Nobody can help everybody,  

but everybody can help somebody!

Navajo Jewelry and Rugs 
Study GroupThe Brandeis National Committee has helped build the 

libraries of Brandeis University since the organization was 
founded in 1948. This was the raison d’être for the founding 
of the committee. We didn’t pay for the bricks and mortar, 
but for the contents.

You can support the libraries not only by giving when 
e-mails are sent out to thank, honor, wish for a speedy 
recovery, or console an individual, but whenever you want 
to honor, thank, or express sympathy to someone.

Rather than go out and purchase a card at a store, contact 
our Book Fund chair, Lois Bodin, and send a $5.50 to $18.50 
card, or if this is a special event, send one of the journals. 
You can see people who have done so on page 8.

You can give individually by following the directions on 
page 8 of this newsletter. 

Book Fund
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To all my friends in BNC,
Thank you for your very kind wishes which are 

speeding my recovery from a broken neck. I am doing 
well and each day shows some improvement.

I hope I will be participating in all my former activities 
and will see you all at a BNC function.

Stanley Scott

The Tucson Chapter of the Brandeis National 
Committee made, then surpassed, its membership 
goals for 2016–2017.

We should all be proud and thankful for last year’s 
Membership Vice-presidents Marsha Rosenblum and 
Marilyn Lobell! It was a job well done! 

A great place to spend a late Sunday afternoon and early 
evening is with the “Nostalgia Trip Through the Decades” 
Study Group. Join a social group studying the decades 
from 1950 to the present.

There is time to reminisce and even, if you wish, dress 
in the clothing of the decade. Both singles and couples 
alike have and will continue to enjoy the camaraderie of 
this fascinating class.

Not only will we revisit our younger years, each meeting 
will be followed by a potluck buffet dinner with foods from 
that decade.

To join this wonderful group of people and Study Group, 
send your $18 check made out to BNC to Terrie Sherman, 
7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson, AZ 85715. 

University on Wheels Is Coming
Put the University on Wheels event on your calendar for Monday, January 

8, 2018. It will be a great event at the Tucson JCC. We are expecting two top 
professors from Brandeis University: Eileen McNamara, professor of the practice 
of journalism, the Journalism Program Director, and a former Pulitzer-Prize-winning 
columnist for The Boston Globe; and Maura Jane Farrelly, associate professor of 
American studies and part of the Journalism Program. The subject of their talk will be 

“From Election to Investigation and all the ‘Fake News’ in Between: Media Coverage of This Presidency.”
This morning event at the Tucson JCC will include a continental breakfast. Plan to invite friends, neighbors, and 

acquaintances, especially people who may possibly join our exciting chapter. 

Our Books & Bagels Book Club still has room for a few 
more members. Enjoy a Sunday morning group with an 
amazing book discussion together with socialization and 
a good breakfast or brunch.

For only an $18 check made out to BNC and and mailed to 
Terrie Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson 85715, you 
can get the benefits of this wonderful Study Group. 
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Ellen Adelstein is the Study Group 
leader for Cinema for Singles on the first 
Tuesday of the month. The members 
of this group attend a movie together 
and then go out to dinner afterwards to 
enjoy each other’s company and discuss 
the film. Ellen is also a life member of 
Brandeis National Committee and past 
board member.

Ellen was widowed at age 44 and, although she learned 
to be quite independent, she never quite got used to the 
idea of going to the movies by herself. The Cinema for 
Singles group has been a great way for fellow widows, 
singles, and movie fans to gather for a fun evening out. 

Ellen and her late husband Gene moved to Tucson in 
1961 from St. Louis, Missouri, fell in love with the town 
of 250,000 people, and never wanted to leave. They both 
had careers in broadcasting and became very involved 
with the civic and political life of the city. 

Ellen’s career as a TV talk show host and public affairs 
director at Tucson’s KZAZ-TV, Channel 11 in the 1970s 
and 1980s afforded her wonderful opportunities to meet 
and interview many world leaders and celebrities. She 
interviewed such personalities as Michael Landon, Barry 
Goldwater, Betty Friedan, and Milton Berle, to name a few. 

She was in Israel on a journalists’ trip in 1978 when the 
Saturday bus massacre occurred, and she quickly gathered 
a camera crew to go into Lebanon with an Israeli officer 
escort to film what was occurring there with the PLO. She 
has been to Cairo, Egypt, to interview Mrs. Jehan Sadat 
and foreign minister Boutros Boutros-Ghali, who later 
became Secretary General of the United Nations. She 
also did an extensive interview with Gene Roddenberry, 
the creator of “Star Trek,” in his Beverly Hills home. 
That interview was the longest, best, and most intimate 
television interview Roddenberry ever gave. Many years 
later, Ellen digitally remastered that footage and produced 
a commercial DVD “Gene Roddenberry Up Close and 
Personal,” which is available for sale on her website www.
roddenberryinterview.com. 

Additional civic roles include Ellen’s work as chair 
of the Model Cities Transportation Task Force, which 
implemented the first handicapped transportation system 
for Tucson’s disabled citizens. Years later, she continued 
her interest in mass transportation by serving for seven 

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders .. Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Meet Your Study 
Group Leader

2017–2018
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*  Monday, November 6
Board Meeting*  Monday, December 4
Holiday Party Fund-Raiser Sunday, December 24
Board Meeting*  Monday, January 8
University on Wheels Monday, January 8 
Board Meeting*  Monday, February 5
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 5
Book & Author Dinner Wednesday, March 7
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, March 8
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 2
Spring Luncheon and Installation week of April 16
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 7

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Your Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Rosenblum
VPs of the Book Business . . . . . . .Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership . . . . . . . .  Roni Bader-Tables &Pam Shaw
Vice-President of Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Wilder
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Terrie Sheman
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davya Cohen
Treasurers. . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman & Marilyn Sternstein
Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg

Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com. 

continued on page 7
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The officers and board wish all our members a Happy 
and Thankful Thanksgiving.

A Happy Thanksgiving

Betty Jean (“B.J.”) Koppel has been 
our financial secretary for more than five 
years. She has done an amazing job of 
record-keeping. The financial secretary 
keeps track of who is a member, who 
has renewed or not, and also collects 
membership checks. She has reported 
on the membership numbers at board 

meetings for all this time. Now, she has decided to retire.
Terrie Sherman, a former financial secretary and our 

current wonderful Study Group registrar, has taken over 
the post. 

This year’s Book & Author Events will be 
marked by a new venue for the Wednesday, 
March 7, Dinner. We will continue our wonderful 
Thursday, March 8, Luncheon events. Don’t miss 
our wonderful Skyline buffet, book signings by 
our guest authors, silent auction, boutiques, 
book sales, and amazing talks by the superb 
writers. You will receive your mailed invitation 
in January or February. 

Please send in your response and check as 
soon as you get the invitation. 

years on the electric streetcar committee which conceived 
of and guided the funding and building of the modern 
electric streetcar that now runs from the U of A campus 
to Mercado San Agustín.

Ellen was one of about 100 people nationwide who 
started the anti-tobacco movement in the U.S. Arizonans 
took the lead in passing very tough laws against the 
tobacco companies, helping to protect citizens from public 
smoking and second-hand smoke. She also helped create 
Tucson’s first Women’s Commission and served as one of 
its commissioners in the 1970s.

Ellen still resides in the same Catalina Vista home, near 
the Arizona Inn, that she and her husband purchased 47 
years ago. She has been president and an active board 
member of the neighborhood association for over 20 
years. The mother of three adult children, Evan (a Brandeis 
graduate), Tracey, and Ilysha, Ellen is also a grandmother 
of six—with grandchildren ranging in age from 5 to 31. She 
enjoys playing mah jongg with her Brandeis study group, 
reading, swimming, walking her dog, and traveling to visit 
her children and grandchildren. She is also a self-described 
TV news junkie. 

Study Group Leader continued from page 6

WE LOVE BOOKS. 

DONATE YOUR BOOKS 

TO BRANDEIS, 747-3224
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Next Board Meeting
Monday, November 6, 2017

10:00 a.m. to noon
Martha Cooper Library

1377 North Catalina Avenue
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.

Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison ......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message) ............747-3224
Chapter Web site ........................... www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail .................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook ...............................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Express Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well 
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The 
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah 
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
 $5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50, Light of Reason Card.
 $10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $36.50, Learned Research Journal
 $56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
 $500.00 or more, Major Book Collection
Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com, or 702-219-6704.

Donor Message Recipient
Special Book Collection

Brandeis Friends Congratulations on the birth of your great-grandchild BJ Koppel
Brandeis Friends Congratulations on the birth of your grandson Lynn & Stan Cramer

Special Book Collection in Judaica
Brandeis Friends Best wishes for a speedy recovery  Janet Seltzer

Learned Research Journal Folio
Brandeis Friends Congratulations on your granddaughter’s wedding Phyllis Fassler

Sustaining the Mind Card
Brandeis Friends Mazel Tov on the wedding of your grandchild Phyllis Fassler

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Pam Shaw Congratulations on the birth of your great-grandchild BJ Koppel
Pam Shaw Get well wishes Janet Seltzer 
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Brandeis Profs Win Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine
Michael Rosbash, the Brandeis University Peter Gruber Professor of Neuroscience, and Jeffrey 

Hall, professor emeritus of biology, won the 2017 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for 
their work discovering the master “body clock” that controls body temperature, metabolism, 
and many other biological processes for almost all life on the planet. Professors Rosbash and 
Hall, who each joined the Brandeis faculty in 1974, shared the award with Michael W. Young, of 
Rockefeller University in New York.

Michael and Jeff represent the essence of what makes Brandeis special and unique: world-class intellectual 
curiosity, a desire to solve real-world challenges, and a commitment to creating a community of scientists that 
brings tenured professors together with students in a highly interactive and rigorous environment. 

Tucson Chapter Calendar November 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
12 Contemp.  

Fiction

2
1 Mah 

Jongg

3 4
5:30 Single 

Women’s 

Circle

5
5 Nostalgia 

Trip

6
10 Board 

Meeting

10 Great 

Debates

1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge

7
10 Mindful-

ness

1 Foreign 

Film

TBD Singles 

Cinema

8
10 Page 

Turners

12 Men’s 

Book Club

9
1 Gotta 

Have Art

10
 

11

12
10 Books & 

Bagels

13 

10 Memo-

ries

10 Great 

Debates

1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge

2 Art Talks

14
9:30 Desert 

Garden-

ing

2 Scrabble

15
11:30 Mys-

tery Books

16
1 Mah 

Jongg

1:30 Gene-

alogy

17 18

19 20
10 Great 

Debates

1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge

21
7 pm Fab 

Flicks

22
12 Ethnic 

Lunch

23
Thanksgiving

24 25

26 27
10 Great 

Debates

12:30 Sit ’n’ 

Stitch

1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge

28 29 30

Daylight Savings Time ends, November 5; Veterans’ Day celebrated, November 10, actually, 
November 11; Thanksgiving, November 23.

Veterans’  Day
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JANUARY 8
University on Wheels

DECEMBER 
24
Holiday Party

MARCH 7 & 8
Book & Author 

Dinner and 

Luncheon
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News at Brandeis University
After a 30-year quest, a Brandeis professor has discovered the molecule that stores 

long-term memories—it’s called calcium/calmodulin dependent protein kinase, or 
CaMKII for short. The results were published on September 27 in the online edition 
of Neuron. The breakthrough was achieved by the laboratory of John Lisman ‘66, the 
Zalman Abraham Kekst Chair in Neuroscience. The paper’s first author is Tom Rossetti, 
a former undergraduate student of Lisman’s, now at the Weill Cornell Medicine 
Graduate School of Medical Sciences.

The discovery of the memory molecule resolves one of the oldest mysteries in 
neuroscience—how do our brains create and retain long-term memories? One day, by targeting CaMKII, we may be 
able to erase the memories that underlie trauma or drug addiction. Though it would raise serious ethical issues, it 
might also allow us to change our pasts by wiping out recollections of unhappy experiences.

CaMKII has also been found to play a role in Alzheimer’s disease. It’s never been clear if the illness deletes long-term 
memories or if they remain present, yet inaccessible to recall. A better understanding of CaMKII might resolve this.

“Just like it’s unimaginable that we could understand cells if we didn’t understand DNA, it’s unimaginable that you 
can understand memory if you don’t know what molecule stores it,” Lisman says.

A memory may feel abstract or immaterial, but it is actually a biochemical process taking place in the brain. It 
involves neurons communicating with each other via the “wires” or synapses connecting them. The pathway, an 
electrochemical signal, follows as it continually travels from neuron to synapse to neuron constituting a memory. 
Whenever you have that memory, the same pathway gets activated. And the more it’s activated, the more it becomes 
hardwired into the brain’s circuitry. Eventually, it becomes a long-term memory.

Starting in the mid-1980s, Lisman began suspecting that the enzyme CaMKII could be the solution to this conundrum. 
The coauthors on the Neuron paper are Somdeb Banerjee, Chris Kim, Megan Leubner, Casey Lamar, Pooja Gupta, and 
Bomsol Lee, all of Brandeis, and Rachael Neve of Massachusetts General Hospital. 


