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The Year-End Party scheduled for Sunday, December 23, has been canceled,

Coming to Book & Author: The Master of Noir
Reed Farrel Coleman has been called a hard-boiled 

poet by NPR and the “noir poet laureate” by the Huffington 
Post. He began writing poetry in the seventh grade, 
studied it avidly at Brooklyn College, and realized that it 
was no way to earn a living.

After a stint in the air freight business, he went back to 
Brooklyn College and took an evening class in detective 
fiction.  The dime dropped!  Although he continues to 
write and publish poetry, he is now the amazingly prolific 
author of five thriller series, more than 20 highly praised 
novels, mostly dealing with the underside of society, and 
has been chosen to continue the late Robert B. Parker’s 
popular Jesse Stone adventures. Now he will be coming 

to B & A February 27 and 28, 2019, for our 23rd annual events.
Coleman is Brooklyn-born and currently lives with his family on Long Island. His 

intimate knowledge of both locales—especially their seedy back streets—provides 
the background for his two leading series protagonists: Moe Prager, a former New 
York City police officer forced into retirement by an injury whose family life has 
disintegrated, and Gus Murphy, a retired Long Island cop, divorced and working 
as a courtesy van driver for the rundown hotel in which he has a room. Both series 
clearly demonstrate the noir style for which Coleman has been praised.

An adjunct English instructor at Hofstra University and a founding member of 
Mystery Writers of America, he is a three-time Edgar Award nominee in three 
different categories; a three-time recipient of the Shamus Award for Best PI [Private 
Eye] Novel; and the winner of four other thriller awards.

If you’re not already familiar with Coleman, take the word of best-selling author 
Lee Child, who says he is “One of the greatest voices in contemporary crime fiction, 
and one of the best storytellers too.... Nobody does it better.” 

Don’t forget to RSVP for the
Hanukkah Party, Wednesday, November 28.

Invitation on page 11 in on-line bulletin, inserted in printed version.
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D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your 

Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Gail S & Ronald J Isaacs
 5132 E Calle Brillante, 85718

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 
of BNC wish:
Rica Spivack ...We are sorry for the loss of your son.
If you know of anyone with a simchah (happy event) 

or a sorrow, contact Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, 
CharlotteSH@me.com or 529-8484. A card will be sent 
and an acknowledgment will appear in the bulletin. 

We Wish Our Members…

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following person have joined 

our chapter:
Lois Lederman 7086 Chipmunk Ct, 85750 0664-6640
  hiloaz@comcast.net

Add her to your Membership Directory. New members 
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members 
at a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them 
warmly. 

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
Membership VPs: Roni Bader-Tables, prek01@aol.com or 305-898-5754, and Pam Shaw, PamShaw123@aol.com or 617-593-8300

December is always an exciting month. 
All of the winter holidays bring good 
times and good memories.

It is not too late to RSVP to the Brandeis 
Hanukkah Party, Wednesday, November 
28, from 4 to 7 p.m., at Congregation 
Anshei Israel. Lots of yummy food, an 
opportunity to gift shop, and wonderful 
sing-a-long entertainment—all for only 

$25.00 Please respond with the form on page 11 in the 
on-line version of the bulletin and the insert in the printed 
version. 

We are abuzz with activity for January and February.
The University on Wheels event is on Wednesday, 

January 9, 9:30 a.m., at the JCC, ably chaired by Maxine 
Goldstein and Susan Berger. Please see the invitation in 
this bulletin on page 9. 

The excitement continues with our much-anticipated 
Book & Author Events on Wednesday, February 27, evening 
dinner with the authors at Hacienda Del Sol and Thursday 
Luncheon event at Skyline Country Club with our terrific 
Boutique, Silent Auction, and buffet lunch, where our four 
authors enlighten us with their fabulous stories of how they 
became writers. Please contact Sheila Rothenberg, Sheila.
Tucson@comcast.net or 232-9559, for information. 

The news lately has been very difficult for so many. The 
Pittsburgh synagogue murders, the killing of 12 college 
students in Thousand Oaks, California, and then the 
devastating fires that consumed whole towns and areas 
in both northern and southern California. We hope all of 
your California family and friends are safe!

Happy holidays to everyone! We are at the close of 
another eventful year. Let’s all enjoy health, happiness, 
and peace in New Year 2019.

Marsha Rosenblum, President N

The President’s Corner

Our Scholarship Student
The recipient of the Elaine Lisberg Tucson 

Chapter BNC Scholarship Fund scholarship 
this year is Adrian Orduno ’21, a resident 
of the greater Tucson area. Adrian does 

know of the support of the BNC Tucson Chapter and he 
remains truly grateful. Adrian was the recipient of our 
scholarship last school year.

Unfortunately, Adrian may not be able to afford 
coming back to Tucson over winter recess, so may not 
be able to attend our University on Wheels program 
on January 9 as our guest. 
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Are You Among the Missing?
If you haven’t been to Book & Author luncheons lately, you’ve 

missed a lot.
• You’ve missed the opportunity to chat up close and 

personal with Linda Hirshman, who chronicled how Sandra 
Day O’Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg shattered the 
Supreme Court’s glass ceiling; Jean Auel, author of Clan of 
the Cave Bear; Craig Johnson, creator of Sheriff Walt Longmire 
and his adventures in books and on television; a plethora of 

award-winning mystery and thriller writers such as Philip Caputo, Thomas Perry, Laura 
Lippman, Tess Gerritsen, Anne Hillerman, Steve Berry, Jacqueline Winspear, and Mike 
Lawson; as well as a slew of distinguished novelists.

• If you don’t know who these AUTHORS are, just ask your friends who attended the 
luncheons and met them. Many of those who did have said year after year, “This was the 
best one ever!” (a record we strive to top with each successive Book & Author event).

• You have also missed out on the fabulous SILENT AUCTION and the opportunity to 
bid on restaurant and hotel gift card bundles; baskets of goodies; fabulous art work; and 
much, much more.

• You didn’t get to walk the BOUTIQUE AISLES and scout for the creative vendors’ 
handmade jewelry, purses, jackets, scarves, paintings, glassware, and more.

• Most of all, you missed SHARING the day with friends, HEARING the authors speak, 
and SAVORING a delicious and sumptuous buffet luncheon.

To avoid failing to avail yourself of such treats, when your invitation comes, make sure 
you reserve the date—February 28, 2019—for the 23rd annual luncheon; write your check 
or fill out the credit card information; on the back of the return card, tell Sorkey with whom 
you want to sit; and SEND IT IN ASAP.

You won’t be sorry. 

New Member Happy Hour
The Membership Committee is 

planning a wonderful “Happy Hour” 
for recent new and prospective 

members in January. There will be opportunities to 
learn about the many connections possible in our 
Tucson Chapter of the Brandeis National Committee.

More information about the date, time, and place will 
be available in the next bulletin. Meanwhile, find new 
potential members for this fabulous event.

For more information, contact Roni Bader-Tables, 
prek01@aol.com or 305-898-5754, or Pam Shaw, 

PamShaw123@aol.com or 789-7677. 

Ethnic Lunch Expands
Many people were turned away from 

the Ethnic Lunch Study Group because 
of the limited space.

Good news! Louise Newitz, Carol 
Gordon, and Barbara Kessler have 
agreed to lead a second section of Ethnic Lunch at the 
same time as the original group. If you were turned down 
for Ethnic Lunch, you should have been contacted about 
signing up for the new group. If you would like to sign up 
for this group, send your $20 check made out to BNC to 
Terrie Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson, AZ 85715 

with Ethnic Lunch 2 in the memo line. 
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the 

university through fundraising and through activities that 

reflect the values on which the university was founded: 

academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and 

service to the community. 

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

•	 Go	to	www.tucsonbnc.org.  
•	 Click	on	the	GO	button.
•	 Buy	anything from Amazon.
•	 The	Tucson	Chapter	will	benefit	from	all	your
	 Amazon	purchases	made	this	way. Social Justice/ 

Community Service
The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 

reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
school supplies.

Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless 
women. We help by donating walking shoes, sweat clothes, 
towels, twin-bed sheets in good condition, and women’s 
hygiene products.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com 
or 615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

Elaine Lisberg Plaque
The Tucson Chapter of the Brandeis National Committee 

has raised over $5,000 in memory of Elaine Lisberg! 
As a result, Brandeis University has placed a plaque on 
October 11 in the Brandeis National Committee room at 
the Goldfarb-Farber Library (the main library on campus) 
that includes her name.

This commemorates the contributions Elaine Lisberg 
made in her former North Shore Chicago chapter, as a 
former National president of the BNC, and in all of her 
amazing work at the Tucson Chapter. We in Tucson should 
all be proud! 

Do Not Miss  
the Hanukkah Party!

We’re hav ing a great 
Hanukkah Party this year, 
so don’t miss it! You can find 
the reservation form as page 
11 of the on-line version of 
this bulletin or as an insert in 
the mailed version.

If you are late in sending in the form, contact our 
treasurer Marilyn Sternstein, 847-269-0280, to make 
your reservation and get instructions how to pay.

We will enjoy latkes (potato pancakes), salad, and 
tuna salad. We will be entertained by Nicole Chorney, 
Congregation Anshei Israel’s cantorial soloist, with sing-
along Hanukkah songs with our Brandeis Hanukkah 
song sheet. We will have the opportunity to buy 
Hanukkah presents for ourselves, our children, and our 
grandchildren. All this for only $25. 
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Jan Linn is excited to lead the Tucson Murals Study 
Group beginning January 2019. Although not an artist, 
she is a vacation photographer and “artistic.” Along 
with her husband Richard Pincus, Jan collects art, quilts, 
textiles, pottery, and outsider art, many found in their 
travels to over 90 countries. She has led walking tours of 
monumental art in downtown Chicago. Those tours are 
what sparked her interest in Tucscon’s amazing murals.

Born in Philadelphia, she was one of the first young 
women to become a Bat Mitzvah there. She was also lucky 
to study art at the Barnes Foundation for two years.

Her college and post-graduate education is quite varied. 
She received a degree in medical technology from the 
University of Pennsylvania, an M.A. as a Fellow in Criminal 
Justice from the University of Illinois, and a J.D. from 
Chicago Kent College of Law, where she was on the Law 
Review.

Her employment and volunteer history is even more 
varied. Her first jobs as a medical technician were at 
Jefferson Medical College, where she photographed 
anomalies found in cadavers, and at the University of 
Pennsylvania Hospital, doing cancer research on mice. 
She also worked at the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation in D.C.

While working in Philadelphia, she volunteered for a 
project sponsored by the Delaware Valley Federation of 
Jewish Agencies, which involved going to the Juvenile 
Court with teenagers accused of minor drug offenses. That 
experience changed her professional life.

Jan’s master’s thesis looked at the way children 
were systematically mistreated by juvenile courts. 
Upon graduation, she was hired by the Chicago Law 
Enforcement Study Group, a consortium of 23 not-for-
profit organizations (including the ACLU and YMCA) 
seeking reform of the Illinois Juvenile Court system and 
the Chicago Police’s use of excessive force. 

After law school, Jan clerked on the U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of Illinois, then practiced corporate 
health law at Sidley &Austin and Lord Bissell & Brook. 
Later, she was General Counsel of a client, the Chicago 
Osteopathic Health Systems (now Midwestern University-
Chicago and Glendale, Arizona). During the final decade 
of her working career, she was Inside Of Counsel for 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital. 

Jan also served as the lay member on the Illinois 
Departmen of Public Health and on the boards of Chicago 

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders .. Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Meet Your Study 
Group Leader

Your Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Rosenblum
VPs of the Book Business . . . . . . .Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership . . . . . . . .  Roni Bader-Tables &Pam Shaw
Vice-President of Communications . . . . . . . . . . .Steve Seltzer
Vice-Presidents of Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Friedman
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Wilder
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretaries. . . . Sandra Lachter & Karen Loeb
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marilyn Sternstein
Chapter Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Soralé Fortman

Questions? Leave a message on the Book Depot phone, 
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com. 

2018-2019
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Hanukkah Party  Wednesday, November 28
Board Meeting*  Monday, December 3
Year-End Party  canceled
Board Meeting*  Monday, January 7
University on Wheels Wednesday, January 9
Board Meeting*  Monday, February 4
Book & Author Dinner Wednesday, February 27
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, February 28
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 4
We Love Our Members Event possibly moved to March
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 1
Spring Luncheon and Installation Tuesday, April 9
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 6

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Continued on page 6
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Study Group Leader continued from p. 5
Jewish Children’s Bureau and Illinois Area Health Education 
Consortium.

Jan and Richard have a blended family of 23, including 
five children, 10 grandchildren, in-law children, and a 
great-granddaughter, Leia Rose. 

In 2009, Jan and Richard moved half-time to Oro Valley 
and continue to maintain a residence in downtown 
Chicago. Roz and Art Kroft, BJ and Marty Kass, and the 
late Elaine Lisberg introduced them to Brandeis. 

Jan has worn several hats at Brandeis and taken several 
Study Groups, including book clubs, current events, visiting 
artists’ homes, and this year, Couples Dining Around. She 
chaired the Book &Author Luncheon in 2012. This October, 
Jan and Richard sold books at the Book Sale. They bought 
some as Hanukkah gifts for their family. 

Meg Sivitz and Rachel Barker, co-Vice-Presidents of 
the Book Business, thank all those who so generously 
gave their time and energy to the October Book Sale.

We thank Zelda Aaronson, Lois Bodin, Aimee and 
Stephen Doctoroff, Fran Caspe, Roggie Edberg, Elsa 
Goldberg, Judi and Jay Feldstein, Lazar and Sharon 
Greenfield, Barbara Gretzer, Tom Herz and Bertie 
Levkowitz Herz, BJ and Marty Kass, Sue Keller, Jan 
Linn and Richard Pincus, Penny Moreno, Gail Martin, 
Donna and Bob Richman, Deanna Rosen and Rick 
Dunie, Marsha Rosenblum, Joan Rosenbluth, Betty and 
Stan Scott, Steve and Janet Seltzer, Marilyn Sternstein, 
Susan Sussman, Sandra Tobin, Terry Williams, and 
Roberta  Zelikow and Bill LIttle for their dedication and 
hard work. 

Thank You, Merci, Gracias, 
Grazie, Todah, Danke

Brandeis Heads West
Jo in  us  for  a  Nat iona l  E xecut ive 

Committee meeting in the Brandeis National 
Committee’s Western Region. Attend 
engaging workshops and leadership training 
sessions. Meet members of Brandeis, 
alumni, friends, faculty; and more!

 Save the dates,  January 20–22, 2019, at the Marriott 
Warner Center Plaza, Woodland Hills, California.

If you are interested in attending this great event, 
contact Marsha Rosenblum, Marsha29Ros@earthlink.
net or 529-7477. 

The Tucson Chapter of the 
Brandeis National Committee 
supports the Tucson Community 
whenever we can.

After this year’s successful 
Book Sale, leftover books were 
picked up by the Disabled 
Veterans of America, Literacy 

Connects, 1st Rate • 2nd Hand Thrift Shop, and Friends 
of the Pima County Library.

Brandeis Recycles

University on Wheels
T he Tuc son Chapter of 

Brandeis National Committee, 
in partnership with the Tucson 
Jewish Community Center, 
will hold their University 
on  Wheel s  p rog ram on 
Wednesday, January 9, 2019, 
at the JCC.

There will be a continental 
breakfast at 9:30 a.m., followed 
by our speaker from Brandeis 
University, Dr. Daniel Breen, Senior Lecturer in Legal 
Studies. The title of his talk is “Stories of Privacy: The 
Legal Boundaries of Public and Private Life.” The charge 
for admission is $20. For advance tickets, please contact 
Marilyn Sternstein at MarilynSternstein@gmail.com 
or 847-269-0280.

See the invitation on page 9 of this bulletin. 
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Donor Message Recipient
Special Book Collection

Brandeis Friends Happy 6oth wedding anniversary Sheila & Bob Rothenberg

Learned Research Journal
Janet & Steve Seltzer Congratulations on your 60th wedding anniversary Sheila & Bob Rothenberg

Elaine Lisberg Tucson Chapter BNC Endowed Scholarship Card
Brandeis Friends In memory of son David Martin Spivack Rica Spivack
Brandeis Friends Happy 6oth wedding anniversary Sheila & Bob Rothenberg

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Libby Fischer In memory of beloved father and grandfather Herbie Freedman   Michael Freedman & family
Charlotte Toppel A very happy 75th birthday! Mary Alderman 

Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison ......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot phone (leave a message) ............747-3224
Chapter Web site ........................... www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail .................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook ...............................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Express Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well 
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The 
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah 
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
 $5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50, Light of Reason Card.
 $10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $25.50 or more, Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
 $36.50, Learned Research Journal
 $56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
 $500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com, or 702-219-6704.

To make a donation, contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin,  
LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.

Next Board Meeting
Monday, December 3, 2018

10:00 a.m. to noon
Dusenberry-River Library

5605 E. River Rd. at Craycroft Rd.
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.
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Tucson Chapter Calendar December 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 5:30 
Single 
Women’s 
Circle

2 3 10 Board 
Meeting

 11 Tai Chi 
1 Social 

Bridge
2 Art Talks

4 9 Acrylic 
Painting

10 Begin 
Mah Jongg
1 Foreign Film
TBD Movie 

Tuesday

5 
12 Contemp.  

Fiction

6 1 Intermed 
Mah Jongg

7 1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

8

9 10 Books 
& Bagels

10 8 Hiking
11 Tai Chi
1 Social 

Bridge

11 9 Acrylic 
Painting

10 Begin 
Mah Jongg

12 11 Yoga 1
10 Page 

Turners
12 Men’s 

Book Club

13
1 Gotta 

Have Art
6:30 Couples 

Dine

14 1 Short 
Story 
Book Club 

1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

15

16 17 11 Tai 
Chi

12:30 Sit ’N’ 
Stitch

1 Social 
Bridge

18 9 Acrylic 
Painting

10 Begin 
Mah Jongg
10:30 Health
1 Remember 

the 1950s

19 11 Yoga 1
11:30 Mys-

tery Books
6:30 Couples 

Dining

20 1 Intermed 
Mah Jongg

2 Art by 
Brandeis

21 1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

22

23 24 8 Hiking
11 Tai Chi
12 Nonfic-

tion Books
1 Social 

Bridge
Christmas 

Eve

25 
Christmas 

Day

26 11 Yoga 1
12 Ethnic 

Lunch 1 
& 2

27 10 Wom-
en in the 
Bible

28 1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

29

30 31 1 Social 
Bridge

New Year’s 
Eve

January 1  

Hanukkah, December 2–10; Christmas Eve, December 24; Christmas Day, December 25; New Year’s Eve, 
 December 31, 2018; New Year’s Day, January 1, 2019.

 Hanukkah Dec 2-10

 Hanukkah Dec 2-10
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The Tucson Chapter of the BNC
Cordially Invites You to Our Annual

University on Wheels
Wednesday, January 9, 2019, 9:30 a.m.

The Tucson Jewish Community Center

Speaker: Daniel Breen, Ph.D.,
Brandeis Senior Lecturer in Legal Studies,

Speaking on “Stories of Privacy: The 
Legal Boundaries  

of Public and Private Life.”
$20 Continental Breakfast Will Be Served

 Profits support 
the Elaine Lisberg 

Endowed Scholarship 
Fund

Bring walking shoes, sweat 
clothes, towels, twin-bed sheets 
in good condition, and women’s 
hygiene products to support the 

Sister Jose Women’s Center.

Yes, I’m coming to the University on Wheels at $20 
per person. Anything you contribute over $8 is 
tax-deductible.

Name(s) ______________________________________

______________________________________________

Phone & e-mail _______________________________

______________________________________________
Send your check payable to BNC to Marilyn 
Sternstein, 5765 N. Finisterra Dr., Tucson, AZ 
85750, by December 31.
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JANUARY 9
University on Wheels

NOVEMBER 
28
Hanukkah Party

February 27 
& 28
Book & Author 
Events

2018 CALENDAR

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U. S. POSTAGE

PAID
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PERMIT NO. 970

Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
3825 North Oracle Road
Tucson, Arizona 85705-3254

News from Brandeis University
The Fungus Among Us at Brandeis

Eric Chasalow, dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences and the Irving Fine Professor of Music, a renowned 
composer and performer, is taking a couple of neophytes on a quiet tour of some of Brandeis’ lesser-traveled corners 
to hunt for fungi—specifically the kinds that taste succulent and savory when sautéed in butter (and won’t kill you). 
It’s been a banner year for wild mushrooms in New England, and finding a kaleidoscope of varieties—edible and 
inedible—doesn’t take long.

Chasalow has been an amateur mycologist for decades, since soon after he joined the Brandeis faculty in 1990. 
His curiosity about the natural world prompted him to major in biology, in addition to music, as an undergraduate at 
Bates College in Maine. Being in Maine enabled him to engage in the outdoor pursuits he’d always enjoyed—back-
packing, hiking, and fishing. Connecting with the outdoors became a little more challenging after enrolling in grad 
school at Columbia University, where he earned a master’s and doctorate in music, and then continued to work in 
New York in arts administration. 

An enthusiastic cook as well as an outdoorsman, Chasalow had always been interested in foraging for mushrooms. 
After moving to Waltham, he joined the Boston Mycological Club—a mushroom-hunters club, the oldest such society 
in the country.

“I wanted to learn and I was nervous about it, because it can be dangerous,” Chasalow says. He was hooked after his 
first expedition with the Mycological Club: the foray netted seven or eight varieties, and he thought this whole mushroom-
gathering thing had to be a lot easier than he’d guessed. “Well no, it was just an amazing year,” he now says. This year 
turned out to be quite similar on the Brandeis campus. Chasalow has seen varieties he never spotted before.

Those ideal conditions involved lots of days with rain, with breaks in between. With these conditions extending 
through late summer and into early fall, many different types of fungi had the opportunity to fruit prodigiously. 
Chasalow says, “Conditions were so ideal, we’re seeing mushrooms that haven’t come up in a long time. We’re seeing 
this stuff that’s rare and unusual.” 



It’s a Brandeis Party!
Happy Hanukkah!

Wednesday, November 28,  
4:00 to 7:00 P.M., at

Congregation 
Anshei Israel,

Cantor Falkow Lounge
Latkes, latkes, latkes, and more for only $25 per person.

Enjoy  Hanukkah gift shopping also.
Entertainment: Cantorial Soloist

Nicole Chorny, with Hanukkah Music.
Profits support the 

Elaine Lisberg Endowed
Scholarship Fund.
Bring toiletries, 

personal-care items, 
and diapers for Emerge! 
Center Against Domestic 

Abuse.

Yes, I’m coming to the Hanukkah Party at $25 per 
person. Anything you contribute over $12 is tax- 
deductible.

Name(s) ______________________________________

______________________________________________

Phone & e-mail ________________________________

Send your check payable to BNC to Marilyn 
Sternstein, 5765 N. Finisterra Dr., Tucson, AZ 85750, 
by November 20.


