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TV Maven to Be Fourth Speaker at Book & Author Events
If you have ever read a TV review or listened to one on National 

Public Radio, chances are you have been exposed to the sharp-witted 

views of David Bianculli. His 35-year career’s worth of insightful 

opinions are set forth in his latest work, The Platinum Age of Television: 

From I Love Lucy to The Walking Dead, How TV Became Terrific. In it, he 

maintains that television is better than ever and goes on to explore 

how it got there. Besides his illuminating chapters on TV’s past and 

present, featured in the book are interviews with Mel Brooks, Matt 

Groening, Carol Burnett, Aaron Sorkin, David E. Kelley, Ken Burns, 

and over a dozen more of the giants of the industry.

Bianculli recalls that, while attending the University of Florida in 

Gainesville, he convinced an editor at the Gainesville Sun to let him “write a review of a brand-new 

TV show aimed at college kids, since I was a college kid and Gainesville was a college town.” That 

show was “Saturday Night Live”! Bianculli continued writing television reviews for the Sun, at $5 

per piece, while completing his master’s degree. 

After graduation, Bianculli worked as a TV critic for the Ft. Lauderdale News/Sun Sentinel, Akron 

Beacon Journal, and Philadelphia Inquirer. In 1987, he was named TV critic for the New York Post, then 

jumped to New York’s Daily News, where he remained from 1993 to 2007. 

On Nov. 5, 2007, the day his farewell column ran in the News, Bianculli launched his website, “TV 

Worth Watching.” Notably, he has been a guest host on NPR’s Peabody Award-winning show, “Fresh 

Air with Terry Gross,” since its inception in 1987 and is a frequent guest columnist for TV Guide.

He is the author of four books, Teleliteracy: Taking Television Seriously; Dictionary of Teleliteracy; 

Television’s 500 Biggest Hits, Misses, and Events; Dangerously Funny: The Uncensored Story of “The 

Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour” (which has been optioned by George Clooney’s production 

company); and now, The Platinum Age of Television.

Bianculli sits on the Advisory Council for the Fred Rogers Center for Early Learning and Children’s 

Media. He is a member of the Broadcast Television Journalists Association and a founding member 

of the Television Critics Association. In addition to all this, he is an associate professor of TV and 

film at Rowan University in New Jersey. Whew! 
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In Memoriam
Member, Adolph Stern

Condolences
Tucson Chapter  

sends its condolences to
Lorraine Stern on the loss of her husband 

Adolph.

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your 

Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Rhoda G Cohen  RhoGoCo1@gmail.com
Linda K & Stanford E Cramer
 12895 N Eagles Summit Dr, Oro Valley, 85755
Marshal Lederer  Marsh31@gmail.com
Marilyn Marcus remove land line © 444-0813
Michael Marcus remove land line © 444-0527
Victoria A Newman Victoria1842@comcast.net
Shirley Lilien Stenger  © 928-308-7729

© Indicates cell phone

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 
of BNC wish:

Family of Penny Benjamin
 We are sorry for your loss
Lois Bodin
 Condolences on your loss
Andrea Lichtenthal
 A speedy recovery
Lorraine Stern

 We are sorry for your loss

If you know of anyone with a simchah or a sorrow, contact 
Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, CharlotteSH@me.com 
or 529-8484. A card will be sent and an acknowledgment 
will appear in the bulletin. 

We Wish Our Members…

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 

our chapter:
Roberta Elliott 4529 N Circulo de Kaiots, 85710 268-8298
 (Charles Wantman) © 917-886-2527
  RobertaBElliott@gmail.com
Brian S Goldstein see Maxine Goldstein
Norma Palmer 3480 N Country Club Vista Pl, 85750 
  299-6836, © 444-4267
  NormaDave1@aol.com 
Sara Ross 5630 E Paseo Lomas, 85750 229-8941
  YogaBubbe@people.com

Accidentally omitted from new Membership Directory:
Sue Colburn Strauss (Bob)
7325 E Cascada Cir, Tucson AZ 85715
414-745-5564, © 414-429-5564
SueColburnLaw@aol.com

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members 
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at 
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them 
warmly. 

We were excited to start 2018 with 
our wonderful University On Wheels 
program. The event was successful, not 
only because of our wonderful program, 
but because so many of you chose to 
participate. Our speakers from Brandeis, 
Eileen McNamara and Dr. Maura Farrelly, 
engaged us with a very timely topic and 

invited lots of participation from the audience. In addition, 
Beth Bernstein, National Executive Director of the Brandeis 
National Committee, joined us and told us about our 2017 
Nobel Prize-winning professor and all the other awards that 
have been given to Brandeis professors.

Thanks to our co-chairs Rhoda Cohen and Susan 
Sussman, we not only enjoyed ourselves, but raised 
funds for our Scholarship Program, which helps fund a 
scholarship preferably for a Tucson-area student to attend 
Brandeis University. 

I hope you received information regarding our Winter 
Study Group Semester. We have added a few new groups. 
Contact Lynn Cramer or Terrie Sherman regarding these 
groups. They begin meeting this month. Registration is 
open now.

Our fantastic 22nd Annual Book & Author Events are 
on Wednesday, March 7, and Thursday, March 8. Sheila 
Rothenberg has brought us four terrific authors. See 
page 1 for information about our fourth writer, David 
Bianculli, who will join the three others who have been 
highlighted in other bulletins. Our moderator will be 
Victoria Lucas (see page 3).

Please save the date for our Spring Closing Luncheon at 
Wild Garlic Restaurant on Tuesday, April 17th!

Marsha Rosenblum, President N

The President’s Corner

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
Membership VPs: Roni Bader-Tables, prek01@aol.com or 305-898-5754, and Pam Shaw, PamShaw123@aol.com or 617-593-8300
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Meet Your Book & Author 
Moderator

In 2013, Victoria Lucas 
took over as host of 
“Hollywood at Home,” 
KUAT-TV’s Saturday-
night classic film series, 
prov iding histor ical 
context, behind-the-
scenes informat ion, 
and fascinating trivia to 
movie buffs. Now, we 

are pleased to announce that she has agreed 
to serve as moderator of the Book & Author 
Luncheon on March 8, 2018.

Victoria can be considered a member of 
Hollywood royalty, her love of classic films 
nurtured at an early age. Her father, writer-
producer-director John Meredyth Lucas (“Star 
Trek,” “Ben Casey,” “The Fugitive”), and actress-
mother Joan Winfield (“A Stolen Life,” with Bette 
Davis, among others) enjoyed successful film 
careers. Her grandfather, Michael Curtiz, was 
the Oscar-winning director of “Casablanca,” 
and her grandmother, Bess Meredyth, was the 
screenwriter of John Barrymore’s “Don Juan” and 
a founding member of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences.

Lucas has had a more than 20-year career as a 
motion picture story development and production 
executive at major studios and independent film 
companies. En route, she has helped develop 
scripts for projects starring such major actors as 
Scarlett Johansson, Wesley Snipes, and Hillary 
Swank. She currently works as an independent 
producer and runs a professional screenplay 
development service for producers, production 
companies, and screenwriters, along with her 
enjoyable TV role with Arizona Public Media. 

T he  B o ok  D e p ot 
seeks a computer-
s a v v y  i n d i v i d u a l 
t o  e n t e r  b o o k 
descriptions online. 
Volunteers enjoy the 

benefits of camaraderie, exploration, discovery, 
and creativity.

Share in the excitement of finding treasure or reviving 
memories with new friends.

 The Book Depot is a fine way to donate volunteer 
time to a very worthy cause: Help raise funds for 
a scholarship for an eligible Tucson teen to attend 
Brandeis University!

If you wish to help, call the Book Depot at 747-3224 
and leave a message. 

Help at the Book Depot

 Holiday Party 
We had a successful Holiday Party this month 

at the home of President Marsha Rosenblum. The 
contributions and cooking of the following made this a 
wonderful event:

Shelly Abell, Rachel Barker, Patrice Brown, Davya 
Cohen, Lynn Cramer, Libby Fischer, Ruth Friedman, 
Shirley Miller, Judy Norris, Phyllis Fassler, Betty Koppel, 
Marilyn Lobell, Karen Loeb, Elaine Lisberg, Marsha 
Rosenblum, Janet Seltzer, Steve Seltzer, Myrna Silver, 
Meg Sivitz, and Barbara Wilder. 

From left: Shirley Miller, Mary Alderman, Janet Seltzer,  
Phyllis Fassler, and Marshal Lederer
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the 

university through fund-raising and through activities that 

reflect the values on which the university was founded: 

academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and 

service to the community. 

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

•	 Go	to	www.tucsonbnc.org.  
•	 Click	on	the	GO	button.
•	 Buy	anything from Amazon.
•	 The	Tucson	Chapter	will	benefit	from	all	your
	 Amazon	purchases	made	this	way. Social Justice/ 

Community Service
The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 

reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
school supplies.

Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless 
women. We help by donating walking shoes and sweat clothes 
in good condition and women’s hygiene products.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com 
or 615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody, but everybody can help somebody!

Is This Rainbow in Color?

If you don’t see this rainbow in color, you are missing 
the online version of the bulletin, the best way to enjoy 
the Brandeis bulletin. If you would like to view the bulletin 
in all it’s glorious color, send an e-mail with your name to 
Steve Seltzer at seltz5001@aol.com and ask to receive 
the bulletin by e-mail announcement.

Join the 21st century! 

Fiber Artist to Lead 
February 14 Study Group

If you ever need a huppah, a tallit, a bris pillow, or 
a family tree wall hanging, you will want to meet our 
guest speaker, Margery Langner, who is known for 
her beautiful work that is imbued with meaning and 
memories and has become heirlooms.

Margery was born in New York and was educated 
there and at the UA.  Furthering her education at Parsons 
School of Design prepared her for the role she now plays.  
She has certification in interior and graphic design. 

Margery and artist husband Eli moved to Tucson eleven 
years ago with their almost-sweet sixteen pet parrot.  
Both Langners create art objects together in their home 
studio. 

While listening to Irish fiddle music (not Klezmer) while 
she works, Margery creates Judaic art. She “loves that my 
work gets to be used in ritual and is a bridge between us 
and the Divine.” Come meet this artist and learn more 
about her talent.

You can still join this Study Group by mailing your $18 
check made out to BNC with the words “Judaic Art” in 
the memo section to Terrie Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde 
Dr., Tucson, AZ 85715. 
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Barbara Wilder, the chapter’s recording secretary, was 
born and raised on the north side of Chicago. She went to 
the University of Illinois Chicago campus and Roosevelt 
University. Through a mutual friend, she met her husband 
Ron, and after three years of being city people they moved 
to Glencoe, a suburb of Chicago. She worked for the Jewish 
Community Centers of Chicago as a social worker for 10 
years, leaving when her daughter Rachel was born.

For several years, Barbara continued to work for the 
Chicago JCC part time. Her daughter Larisa and son Todd 
were born during that time. In 1988, she began to work 
for the Glencoe Junior Kindergarten, leading a mom-and-
tot program at the school after facilitating mom-and-
tot programs at the JCC. She worked there for 15 years 
teaching 2-, 3-, and 4-year-olds.

After she retired, Barbara was called back when a full-
time teacher resigned, and she worked for them another 
four years. Also during those four years, she worked as 
a teacher at another nursery school. In 2001, she really 
retired and opened an antique store that operated 
for three years. Her husband called the store her very 
expensive hobby.

She closed the store in 2006 since she wanted to travel 
more. Unfortuately, her husband was diagnosed with colon 
cancer in March 2006 and passed away in December of 
2007. 

Travel has always been Barbara’s passion. She has been 
fortunate to have traveled to Europe, Asia, Africa, South 
America, and Australia. She prefers land travel, but has 
recently been cruising. In the coming year, she plans on 
going to Cuba and India. 

Her idea of a good time is to be with friends, and it is 
also her favorite pastime. She has six grandchildren, and 
being with them is always a treat. 

Barbara’s greatest talent is cooking. It has always been 
a way of relaxing and is her creative outlet. She loves to 
feed people and tries to have a dinner party once a week, 
when possible.

Barbara came to Tucson to visit a friend and realized 
she was so comfortable that she could live here. A 
neighbor told her about a house that was for sale and 
she bought it. 

A book club friend of hers in Illinois told Barbara about 
Tucson Brandeis, as she had a friends in this chapter. 
Barbara joined a Brandeis book club before her house was 
even ready, while living in a friend’s guest room out of a 
suitcase. She really became fond of the women she was 

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders .. Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Meet Your Board

2018
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*  Monday, February 5
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 5
Book & Author Dinner Wednesday, March 7
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, March 8
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 2
Spring Luncheon and Installation Tuesday, April 77
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 7

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Your Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Rosenblum
VPs of the Book Business . . . . . . .Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership . . . . . . . .  Roni Bader-Tables &Pam Shaw
Vice-President of Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Cramer
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Wilder
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davya Cohen
Treasurers. . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman & Marilyn Sternstein
Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg

Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com. 

Continued on page 6
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meeting in the group. She signed up for Ethnic Lunch so it 
might help her find her way around Tucson. She also joined 
Rabbi Ceitlin’s Study Group and greatly enjoyed that. Now, 
she has added Foreign Film to her Brandeis activities.

Barbara isn’t sure how she became the recording 
secretary for the chapter, but she does enjoy that job as a 
way to know many of the members better. 

Barbara volunteers at the Inn Project, which helps 
immigrants seeking asylum process their entry into the 
country and get to their sponsors. 

The members of the chapter have been very warm and 
welcoming to her, and Barbara looks forward to many years 
of involvement with Tucson Brandeis. 

Meet Your … continued from page 5

Davya Cohen & Arts Foundation
D a v y a  C o h e n , 

o u r  C o r r e s p o n d i n g 
Secretary and volunteer 
extraordinaire, will be 
representing the Tucson 
Chapter of the BNC at 
the Arts Foundation for 
Tucson and Southern 
Arizona for its 2018 Salon 
Series: Delving into the 

Intersection of Art and Ideas.
Davya, representing 

the Tucson Chapter of 
Brandeis, will be speaking 
at the first session titled 
“Late-Life Creativity,” 
held on Thursday, January 18, 2018, from 5:30 to 7:00 
p.m., at the Jewish Community Center. This meeting 
will discuss the creative life in the later years.

Each session costs $20 or $70 for all four sessions. 

Barbara Danes Heads JFCS
Former Tucson Chapter 

board member and host 
of many chapter events 
B a r b a r a  B e f f e r m a n 
Danes has been elected 
chair of the board of 
Jewish Family and Children 
Services.

She has been active 
with the chapter since she 
arrived in Tucson.

When you see Barbara, extend congratulations. 

The plan was to have a very-well-known novelist as 
a surprise fifth author, then word leaked out that Alice 
Hoffman was coming. People were excited, and that was 
a good thing.

T he c om m it te e  had a l re ad y we athere d the 
disappointment of Pulitzer Prize-winner David Oshinsky 
having dropped out when Ms Hoffman’s office wrote to 
tell us that, due to health issues, she could not attend 
as planned.

If you have been following the authors’ bios presented in 
our monthly bulletins, you know that your committee has 
lined up four excellent authors who will talk about the fact-
based fictional lives of women in Jerusalem and Russia, 
how TV became terrific, why reading children’s books 
as an adult can be joyous, and dealing with (fictional?) 
skullduggery in Washington.

With this to look forward to, when your invitation arrives, 
fill out your choices for March 7 and 8 and send it right 
back so that Soralé “Sorkey” Fortman can give you the 
seating you prefer. 

What Happened…

Be a Big Shot!
Ever yone want s  to 

be a big shot! All you 
have to do is become a 
Sommelier, a supporter 
of the wine for the Book 
& Author Dinner. To be 
listed in the Book & Author 
program as a Sommelier, 
it will only cost you $10 

per person ($20 per couple). People will see your name 
as a big shot or macher (German and Yiddish for a “maker,” 
one who does big things).

Send your $10 or $20 check now made out to BNC 
to Steve Seltzer, 5001 E. Calle Guebabi, Tucson, AZ 
85718. 
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Outstanding 2018 University on Wheels Event
As could be predicted from the speakers’ backgrounds and their topic, this year’s University on Wheels event was 

another amazing Brandeis occasion. We were proud to have the Brandeis National Committee’s National Executive 
Director Beth Bernstein present to speak with us.

Then, event co-chair Rhoda Cohen introduced speakers Maura Farrelly and Eileen McNamara. The delightful two 
journalists and Brandeis University professors talked about how to distinguish real news from the incorrect news 
seen so often. They gave examples of major errors made by prominent news sources and how that differs from the 
made-up stories of others.

We had an exceptionally large crowd filling the room, enjoying a Continental breakfast before the talk and a wonderful 
question-and-answer period afterwards. 

Event	co-chair	Rhoda	Cohen	with	
the	Continental	breakfast Stanley Scott and Soralé Fortman 

enjoying	the	breakfast

Chapter	President	Marsha	
Rosenblum welcoming the crowd

BNC	National	Executive	Director	
Beth Bernstein Rhoda	Cohen	introducing	 

the	speakers

Our	fabulous	speakers,	
Maureen & Maura

The	speakers	working	togetherThe	crowd	enjoying	the	University	on	Wheels	event
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Next Board Meeting
Monday, February 5, 2018

10:00 a.m. to noon
Martha Cooper Library

1377 North Catalina Avenue
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.

Donor Message Recipient
Special Book Collection

Brandeis Friends  In loving memory of Herb Meshel Lois Bodin

Learned Research Journal
Marsha Rosenblum In remembrance of Herb Meshel Lois Bodin
Janet & Steve Seltzer In memory of your special friend Herb Meshel Lois Bodin

Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
Davya & Stan Cohen In memory of Herb Meshel Lois Bodin

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Nancy & Mike Apsell In loving memory of Herb Meshel Lois Bodin
Maureen & Steve Burke In rembrance of Herb Meshel Lois Bodin
Barbara Esmond In memory of your special friend Herb Meshel Lois Bodin
Sandra Lachter In memory of Herb Meshel Lois Bodin 

Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison ......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message) ............747-3224
Chapter Web site ........................... www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail .................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook ...............................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Express Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well 
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The 
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah 
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
 $5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50, Light of Reason Card.
 $10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $36.50, Learned Research Journal
 $56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
 $500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com, or 702-219-6704.

To make a donation, contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin,  
LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.
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Tucson Chapter Calendar February 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
10 Jewish 

Book of Why
1 Mah 

Jongg

2
Groundhog 

Day

3

4 5
10 Board 

Meeting
1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge
2 Art Talks

6
10 Mindful-

ness
10 Jewish 

Immigra-
tion

1 Foreign 
Film

TBD Singles 
Cinema

7
12 Contemp.  

Fiction

8
1 Gotta 

Have Art

9
 

10
5:30 Single 

Women’s 
Circle

11
10 Books & 

Bagels

12 
10 Memories
10 Moving 

On
1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge

13
9:30 Desert 

Gardening
10 Jewish 

Immigra-
tion

TBD Tucson 
Tourist

14
10 Page 

Turners
12 Men’s 

Book Club
1:30 Judaic 

Art
Valentine’s 

Day

15
1 Mah 

Jongg

16 17

18
10 Brunch 

Bunch

19
1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge
Presidents’ 

Day

20
10 Jewish 

Immigra-
tion

7 Fab Flicks

21
9 Sonoran 

Desert 101
11:30 Mys-

tery Books

22
10 Women in 

the Bible

23 24

25 26
12:30 Sit ’n’ 

Stitch
1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge

27
10 Jewish 

Immigra-
tion

1 Legal 
Puzzlers

28
12 Ethnic 

Lunch

Groundhog Day, February 2; Valentine’s Day, February 14; Presidents’ Day, February 19.

There is still room to join the gardening study group for the February and March meetings. In February, we will meet 
at the home of our instructor Betsy Decker on Craycroft above Sunrise.

Betsy will share her well developed garden with us. It is a fine time to learn about feeding our citrus, how to be 
prepared for sudden frost, what pruning should be done at this time, and the importance of watering. Learn about 
what cool weather flowers and vegetables that can be planted in February. In March, the class will get together at the 
Extension Center on Campbell for a tour of their collection of plants and learn more about planting and maintaining 
a lovely garden. Contact Meg Sivitz at megaron3@msn.com or 237 4373 (cell) for questions.

Gardening Study Group
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MARCH 8
Book & Author 
Luncheon

MARCH 7
Book & Author 
Dinner

APRIL 17
Closing Spring 
Luncheon & 
Installation

2018 CALENDAR
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News from Brandeis University
In 1934, the Romanian-Jewish scholar Valeriu Marcu penned a book about the Spanish Inquisition, The Expulsion of 

the Jews from Spain. Officially banned in Germany because its author was Jewish, the book still found its way into the 
hands of German and German-Jewish intellectuals and was widely read.

Three years later, the Jewish Museum Berlin opened an exhibition on Isaac Abravanel, a 15th-century Portuguese rabbi 
and scholar who rose to prominence during the Spanish Inquisition. Although Kristallnacht (the “Night of Broken Glass”) 
was still a year away, this seemingly obscure museum attraction drew great interest, and not just among Jews. Carl Schmitt, 
a leading Nazi theorist who became known as “the crown jurist of the Third Reich,” found the exhibition fascinating.

According to Eugene Sheppard, Brandeis Univeristy associate professor of modern Jewish history and thought, the 
Inquisition was the historical time period German and German-Jewish intellectuals in the 1930s thought most comparable 
to their own. Like people throughout history, they looked to the past as a way of understanding their present.

Sheppard has uncovered a sudden proliferation of references to the Inquisition in German writings from that time. 
Years before the Final Solution began, German Jews clearly faced an ominous future under Hitler. They believed their 
fate would be similar to that of the Jews in medieval Spain—expulsion from their home country. Such an outcome, 
Sheppard says, was judged disastrous. In retrospect, it seems like wishful thinking.

German Jews got “that something catastrophic is about to happen,” he says. “The problem is that the Spanish model 
was not catastrophic enough.”

Marcu’s book, published a year before the Nuremberg Laws stripped German Jews of their citizenship, is filled with 
historical errors and disproven assumptions, but that’s not the point, says Sheppard. “Marcu wrote in a way that made it 
obvious to every German reader that he was really writing about the present,” he maintains. Marcu was also interested in 
Abravanel, who had offered the Spanish monarchy a large sum of money to rescind the order expelling Jews. Though he 
wasn’t successful, Sheppard says German Jews still hoped a similar approach might work with the Nazis. 

When History Did Not Predict the Future


