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22nd Annual Book & Author Events
Dinner, Wednesday, March 7
Luncheon, Thursday, March 8
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Membership VPs: Roni Bader-Tables, prek01@aol.com or 305-898-5754, and Pam Shaw, PamShaw123@aol.com or 617-593-8300

The President’s Corner

We Wish Our Members…

Today, I look at our sunny skies over
the beautiful Catalina Mountains and
smile, knowing our chapter continues
to be a wonderful place to learn, make
friends, and express ourselves while
participating in a myriad of activities.
In addition to our ongoing Study
Groups, we have started our winter
semester, including Legal Puzzlers, Tucson Tourist, Judaic
Art, and The Jewish Book of Why.
We are buzzing with excitement about our upcoming
Book & Author Events happening on March 7 and 8 at
Skyline Country Club. There will be a beautiful boutique,
a very special silent auction, an elegant buffet dinner
on Wednesday night, and a Skyline scrumptious lunch
buffet on Thursday. Our authors, Mike Lawson, David
Bianculli, Talia Carner, and Bruce Handy, span the genres
of literature, from mystery to entertainment to historical
fiction and reading children’s literature as adults. The
moderator is Victoria Lucas.
If you have not yet submitted your Book & Author
reservations, please do so as soon as possible. This is
too dynamic and exciting to miss. Please see the article
on page 3. If you need an extra invitation, please contact
Sheila Rothenberg at Sheila.Tucson@comcast.net or to
place your reservation, write Soralé Fortman at Sorkey7@
aol.com (see form on page 4).
Davya Cohen has lots of exciting items from which
to choose in the silent auction. If you want to donate
something, please contact her at SCohen7397@aol.
com. You won’t want to miss the boutique, organized by
Monique Steinberg.
The April event is our Installation of Officers and Closing
Luncheon. Mark Tuesday, April 17, on your calendar.
Marilyn Sternstein and her committee have planned a
lovely lunch at Wild Garlic Restaurant.
I look forward to spending many happy occasions
together with you while supporting scholarships and
continuing research in neurodegenerative diseases like
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, and ALS.
Our chapter is great because of each of you, the members
of Tucson BNC. Thank you!
Happy Purim!
Marsha Rosenblum, President N

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter
of BNC wish:
Nancy Apsell		
A speedy recovery
Lynn Cramer		
Wishes for less trying times
Stanley Cramer
A speedy recovery
Karen Samson
A speedy recovery
Rica Spivack		
Condolences on your loss
Harvey Wolfe
A speedy recovery
Suzy Wolfe		
A speedy recovery
If you know of anyone with a simchah (happy event)
or a sorrow, contact Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer,
CharlotteSH@me.com or 529-8484. A card will be sent
and an acknowledgment will appear in the bulletin.

Donations Accepted
The Book Depot could use some donations: They
are looking for a donation of a computer chair;
a folding 6- to 8-foot table; and a computer not
being used anymore, not more than five years old.

Directory Changes
Please make the follow ing corrections in your
Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Marsha J Blitzer
3246 E Arroyo Chico, 85716
		
Marsha_Blitzer@yahoo.com
Doris Coris
5156 E Calle Brillante, 85718

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined
our chapter: Shirley Matlick
See Stanley Matlick
Add them to your Membership Directory. New members
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them
warmly.

Condolences

Tucson Chapter
sends its condolences to
Life Member Rica Spivack on the loss of her
husband Harvey.
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Exciting 22nd B & A Authors
This year’s outstanding Book & Author Events are coming soon. This two-day fund-raiser benefits the Brandeis
National Committee’s Sustaining the Mind program, providing scholarships and research in neurodegenerative diseases,
including, but not limited to, Alzheimer’s disease, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS, Lou Gehrig’s disease), autism,
multiple sclerosis, macular degeneration, and Parkinson’s.
Book wrangler Sheila Rothenberg has chosen four amazing authors for the benefit of our attendees. Wednesday evening,
March 7, is your opportunity to meet and dine with the writers, followed by a stimulating roundtable, “Ask the Authors,”
allowing you to elicit informative, amusing, provocative, and perhaps surprising answers to your queries.
On Thursday, March 8, starting at 9:15 a.m., you can peruse our artisan boutique, join in the fabulous silent auction,
buy the authors’ books, shmooze with the writers, have them autograph your purchases, and savor their presentations
while enjoying a wonderful Skyline brunch.
Invite your nonmember friends and acquaintances to join you at the Dinner and/or the Luncheon. Become a
sommelier and purchase an ad in our Program Book. This is another Book & Author not to be missed. An invitation
with RSVP form is on page 4.

David Bianculli

Talia Carner

Bruce Handy

Mike Lawson

AUTHORS:
DAVID BIANCULLI is the renowned TV and movie critic whose 35-year career is best exemplified in his latest book,
The Platinum Age of Television: From I Love Lucy to the Walking Dead, How TV Became Terrific, featuring interviews with
Mel Brooks, Ken Burns, Carol Burnett, and other giants of the industry. He regularly appears on National Public Radio
and in TV Guide and is an associate professor of TV and film at Rowan University in New Jersey.
TALIA CARNER, a proud seventh-generation Sabra, now a New York-based author, describes herself as a “woman
unafraid to tackle controversial issues.” Her novels, Jerusalem Maiden and Hotel Moscow, explore the difficult lives of
women—such as a young girl caught in the constraints of orthodox religious life in the Holy City and those who face
discrimination in post-Soviet Russia.
BRUCE HANDY, in a departure from his award-winning magazine writing and editorial career, has penned Wild
Things: The Joy of Reading Children’s Literature as an Adult. The author, currently a contributing editor at Vanity Fair, has
written for Time, The New York Times Magazine, Vogue, and The New Yorker. In 1993, he was on the writing team of
“Saturday Night Live,” the year it won an Emmy.
MIKE LAWSON is the award-winning author of 12 thrillers featuring Joe DeMarco, a lawyer who never practiced law,
instead serving as the fixer for a devious, often corrupt Washington politician. Despite his insights into governmental
skullduggery, the author found there were certain situations he couldn’t place DeMarco in, so he has introduced Kay
Hamilton, a rogue DEA agent, using the byline M.A. Lawson.

MODERATOR:
VICTORIA LUCAS is a Tucson-based award-winning independent film producer and screenwriting consultant. In
2011, she joined the popular PBS Saturday night “Hollywood at Home” classic film series, providing historical context
and behind-the-scenes information and movie trivia. Lucas has had 20 years of experience as a development and
production executive at major and independent studios.
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Tucson Chapter
Brandeis National Committee
22 nd Annual Book & Author Events
Fund-raiser for Sustaining the Mind
March 7 and 8, 2018
Dinner with the Authors

Skyline Country Club, Crown Room
Wednesday, March 7, 2018
6:00 p.m.
Limited Seating
Participate in a roundtable game of
“Ask the Authors”

Book & Author Day
Skyline Country Club
Thursday, March 8, 2018

9:15 a.m.	Book Sales & Author Signing
		On Site: Mostly Books
		Artisan Boutique
		 Silent Auction
10:00 a.m.	Program Begins
	Noon	Buffet Luncheon
Book Sales, Signing, and Boutique Continue

1:00 p.m.	Program Resumes
2:30 p.m.	Program Concludes
Authors and Artisans Remain
For further information, contact
Sheila Rothenberg, sheila.tucson@comcast.net or 232-9559.

Net proceeds from the Dinner and Luncheon will benefit
Sustaining the Mind, a BNC fund supporting Brandeis University
research and scholarships in neurodegenerative disease.

Pulitzer Prize

____at $1000

$_______

Publisher

____at $500

$_______

Editor

____at $400

$_______

Scribe

____AT $225

$_______

Copy Editor

____AT $125

$_______

Author

____AT $125

$_______

Dinner

____at $80		

$_______

Luncheon

____at $80		

$_______

Total for one or both events		

$_______

4 Tickets to Dinner and 4 Luncheon seats with an author
at both and 4 autographed books.
2 Tickets to Dinner and 2 Luncheon seats with an author
at both and 2 autographed books.
2 Dinner and 2 Luncheon seats with an author at both.
1 Dinner and 1 Luncheon seat with an author at both.
1 ticket to Dinner seated with an author.

1 ticket to Luncheon seated with an author.
Member and/or Non-member
Member and/or Non-member

MasterCard/Visa/AmEx________________________________________
Expiration Date________________________________________________
Signature______________________________________________________
or ☐ check made out to BNC
Print Name(s)__________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Phone/E-mail __________________________________________________
Return this reservation form by March 1, 2018, with check or credit
card information to:
Soralé Fortman, 6300 E. Speedway Blvd. #1321, Tucson, Arizona 85710.
Dinner table seats 8. Luncheon table seats 10. Please print your list of table
companions on a piece of paper with this order form.
Anything you contribute over $32.50 for the Dinner and $40 for the Luncheon
is tax-deductible.
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Closing Spring Luncheon & Installation
This year’s Closing Spring Luncheon and Installation will honor our
wonderful outgoing officers and install our new officers. It is to be
held at the new venue for Wild Garlic restaurant on April 17, 2018, for
only $36 per person. Wild Garlic is at 2870 E. Skyline Dr., #120, at the
southwest corner of Skyline Drive and Campbell Avenue. Enter from
Campbell and turn left.
There will be four meal choices: Chicken Salad, Quinoa and Lentils,
Roasted Chicken Breast, and a Half Grilled Pastrami Sandwich with
Mushroom Soup or Soup of the Day.
Do not miss this outstanding event. A formal invitation will be in the
next newsletter.

Use Your Skills

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis
•
•
•
•

Go to www.tucsonbnc.org.
Click on the GO button.
Buy anything from Amazon.
The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
Amazon purchases made this way.

The Book Depot can use
your skills. We have five
computers that could use
people to enter books.
We also need people to
sort books by categor y
and box them. There is no
heavy lifting.
To join those people working there, leave a message on
the phone at the Book Depot, 747-3224.

Social Justice/
Community Service

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing
philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished
liberal arts and research university founded by the American
Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the
university through fund-raising and through activities that
reflect the values on which the university was founded:
academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and
service to the community.

The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman,
reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need
of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.
Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and
school supplies.
Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless
women. We help by donating walking shoes and sweat clothes
in good condition and women’s hygiene products.
Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com
or 615-0877.
Nobody can help everybody,
but everybody can help somebody!
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Meet Your Board
Member
When Marilyn Sternstein, our new treasurer, called
and told her children she was moving to Tucson, Arizona,
their responses were “Where? Why?” followed by “We
need a map!”
Born in Michigan and raised in Chicago and Milwaukee,
Marilyn left for the University of Illinois, where she
received a degree in business administration. Being
adventurous and interested in learning about other areas
in the country, she moved to New Orleans to obtain her
MBA with a specialty in accounting.
After spending two years in the South, she felt it was
time to return to Chicago to begin her business career.
She worked for several years as the Director of Finance at
various corporations in the Chicagoland area—American
Hospital Supply Corporation, Continental Bank, and Louis
A. Weiss Memorial Hospital.
During this time, Marilyn met her husband, and together
they built a dental practice in the Chicago area. After
Marilyn was widowed, she spent a majority of her time
raising her three children.
Unexpectedly and many years later, she met Allan, who
she liked instantly (and vice versa). They were married that
year and three days later drove to Arizona. Allan was in
the process of retiring from a Chicago law firm to begin
teaching at the U of A Law School. They both fell in love
with Tucson—the people, the culture, the beautiful weather,
and the University—and made the decision to stay.
The Tucson Brandeis Chapter was highly recommended
to Marilyn by her friends in Chicago, so she contacted the
group and was invited to sit at Terri Freed’s table at the
Book & Author Luncheon in 2016. There, Marilyn met Pam
Shaw (they now co-chair the Ethnic Lunch Study Group)
and many other wonderful people.
Marilyn has participated in Art, Jewish Histor y,
Gardening, and Mindfulness Study Groups. She has also
learned and enjoys playing mah jongg and canasta. In
addition to finding interesting restaurants for the Ethnic
Lunch Group, Marilyn is planning the Spring Luncheon
and performing the role of treasurer.
While continuing her part-time financial consulting
position, Marilyn can be find volunteering at the Community
Food Bank, working with Literacy Connects, and spending
time with her husband. They enjoy cycling, going to movies,
trying new restaurants, and loving the time when their
children visit. Dining al fresco is a favorite, and Tucson is
the perfect location.

2018
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*		
Book & Author Dinner
Book & Author Luncheon
Board Meeting*		
Spring Luncheon and Installation
Board and Planning Meeting*

Monday, March 5
Wednesday, March 7
Thursday, March 8
Monday, April 2
Tuesday, April 17
Monday, May 7

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Your Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Rosenblum
VPs of the Book Business . . . . . . .  Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership . . . . . . . . . Roni Bader-Tables &Pam Shaw
Vice-President of Publications  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Friedman &
Ellen Saltonstall
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Wilder
Financial Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davya Cohen
Treasurers . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman & Marilyn Sternstein
Advisor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg

Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone,
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com.

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief................................................... Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison........................................................ Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor......................................... Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders... Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May.
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month.
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Book Bin Locations
The book collection bins for
our Book Business are now in
new locations.
The bin at the Tucson Jewish
Community Center is on the
north side, facing the nowdemolished old Federation
building. We hope it will be
moved soon near the front side
of the “J.”
The bin that had been at Temple Emanu-El is now
located near the Book Depot, at 3825 N. Oracle Rd.,
on the west side of Oracle Road between Roger Road
and Prince Road. It is standing next to the tower at the
entrance to the mall.

Membership Directory
Now Available
The Membership Directory for 2017-18
has been printed. It will not be mailed to
members. You can receive one at any
Brandeis event, board meeting, or at the
Book Depot.
The Directory has been updated to
show those members who paid their
dues by January 10, 2018.
If you wish to have the directory mailed to you, send
a check for $1.00 made out to BNC to Pam Shaw, 6255
N. Vía Jaspeada, Tucson, AZ 85718.

Add to Your Membership Directory
The following was omitted from the Directory:

Sue Colburn Strauss (Bob)
7325 E Cascada Cir
Tucson AZ 85715
414-745-5564, © 414-429-5564
SueColburnLaw@aol.com

Be a Big Shot at the
Book & Author Events
You can have your name in the Book & Author Program
Book by becoming a sommelier, a person who supports
the wine for the March 7 Dinner event. Everyone there
will see you support our Sustaining the Mind campaign
for scholarships and research in neurodegenerative
diseases.
Its an insignificant $10 per person or $20 per couple,
Make your check out to BNC and mail it to Steve Seltzer,
5001 E. Calle Guebabi, Tucson, AZ 85718.

What? You’re Seeing This
Butterfly in Black& White?
You should be seeing this in glorious color! If you have
e-mail, you can see the bulletin in all its colorful beauty.
To see what the bulletins look like, go to TucsonBNC.org,
click on the “Bulletin” tab, and select a bulletin. If you
want your bulletins colorful, just e-mail Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

Tucson Chapter, BNC

Page 8

March 2018

Exp ress Your Thoughtfulness
Wit h a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick,
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
$5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
$10.50, Light of Reason Card.
$10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
$14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
$18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
$25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
$36.50, Learned Research Journal
$56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
$100 to $499, Special Book Collection
$500 or more, Major Book Collection
Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com, or 702-219-6704.

Donor

Message

Morleen & Don Novitt
Marianne & Stuart Taussig

Recipient
Learned Research Journal
In memory of beloved cousin Ida Baumgarten Rabbi & Mrs. Sheldon Zimmerman
Happy special birthday! We wish you many, many
more years filled with good health & joy.
Gloria Golden

Jean Nerenberg

Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
Happy birthday! May your day be filled with sunshine and happiness. Stuart Taussig

Meg & Ron Sivitz

Scholarship Fund Donation
In honor of your special birthday

Mike Miron

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Card
Meg & Ron Sivitz
Sending a heartfelt message of sympathy
	  on the passing of your husband,Harvey
Soralé & Marvin Fortman

Rica Spivack

Goldfarb Library Card
Wishing you comfort on the passing of your husband Harvey

Philanthropy, Learning, and Community Card
Sheila & Bob Rothenberg
In memory of Harvey Spivack

Rica Spivack
Rica Spivack

Contact the Bulletin

Steve Seltzer, Editor................ 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison.......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter

Book Depot Phone (leave a message).............747-3224
Chapter Web site............................ www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail..................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook................................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Next Board Meeting

Monday, March 5, 2018
10:00 a.m. to noon
Martha Cooper Library
1377 N. Catalina Ave.
All members are encouraged to come
to this open meeting.
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Tucson Chapter Calendar March 2018
Sunday

4

11
10 Books &
Bagels
DST Starts

Monday

Tuesday

5
6
10 Board
10 MindfulMeeting
ness
1 Intermedi- 1 Foreign
ate Bridge Film
TBD Singles
Cinema
12
13
10 Memories TBD Tucson
1 Intermedi- Tourist
ate Bridge
2 Art Talks

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
2
10 Jewish
Book of Why
1 Mah
Jongg
Purim
7
8
9
12 Contemp. 9:15 Book
Fiction
& Author
6 Book &
Luncheon
Author
Dinner

3

14
15
10 Page
1 Mah
Turners
Jongg
12 Men’s
Book Club

17
St. Patrick’s
Day

16

10
5:30 Single
Women’s
Circle

18

19
20
21
22
23
24
1 Intermedi- 9:30 Desert 9 Sonoran
10 Women
ate Bridge Gardening Desert 101 in the
1 Legal
11:30 MysBible
Puzzlers
tery Books
7 Fab Flicks
25
26
27
28
29
First Seder
2nd Seder
12:30 Sit ’n’
12 Ethnic
30
31
Stitch
Lunch
Good Friday
1 Intermediate Bridge
Purim, March 1; Daylight Savings Time starts, March 11; St. Patrick’s Day, March 17; Good
Friday, March 30; Passover, March 31 through April 7.

Ethnic Lunch Study Group Has Fun
The Ethnic Lunch Study Group had a wonderful meal at the amazing Senae
Thai Bistro on Congress Street downtown. In the photo, on the left starting
in front, are Terri Freed, Susan Cole, and Barbara Kessler; standing in the back
are the owner-chef Dee Buizer, Marsha Rosenblum, and Stevie Zinman, and
sitting on the right side from the back are Carol Gordon, Roni Bader-Tables,
and Cissie Klavens. The entire group consists of 38 people, so this is just one
of the tables at the restaurant.
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News from Brandeis University
Leonard Bernstein at Brandeis University
Leonard Bernstein, one of the great musical artists of the 20th century, was born on
August 25, 1918. This year is the centennial of his birth, and Tucson is celebrating with his
music in many venues with song, plays, and orchestral pieces. He was very proud of Brandeis
University and was a faculty member.
Bernstein was an early visiting faculty member in the Department of Music from 1951 to
1956. He conducted the American premier of Kurt Weill’s “Threepenny Opera” starring Lotte
Lenya at Brandeis at a grand Creative Arts and Music Festival at Brandeis before the first class
had even graduated in the early 50s. He served Brandeis with commitment and affection.
Brandeis’ first graduating class of 101 students received their degrees on June 16, 1952.
Leonard Bernstein, director of Brandeis’ Center of Creative Arts, planned a four-day ceremony
to commemorate the occasion. Held in the newly opened amphitheater, the ceremony included the world premier
of Bernstein’s opera “Trouble in Tahiti.” Among the other artists present were William Carlos Williams and Aaron
Copland. Eleanor Roosevelt and Massachusetts Governor Paul A. Dever spoke at the commencement ceremony.
Bernstein served as a University Fellow from 1958 to 1976 and on the university’s Board of Trustees from 1976 to
1981. He was a trustee emeritus until his death in 1990.
The Leonard Bernstein Festival of the Creative Arts at Brandeis, which he founded, honors his legacy as an artist, an
educator, an activist, and a humanitarian. He believed in the power of art to affect social change, and Brandeis proudly
carries on that tradition. Centennial events on campus will include special concerts, classes, and other campus-wide
activities during the Leonard Bernstein Festival of the Creative Arts, April 15-22, 2018.
Featured events include selections from “Trouble in Tahiti” performed by the Boston Lyric Opera as well as many
other Bernstein musical events.

Book & Author
Luncheon

MARCH 8

Closing Spring
Luncheon &
Installation

APRIL 17

CALENDAR

2018

Book & Author
Dinner

MARCH 7

Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
3825 North Oracle Road
Tucson, Arizona 85705-3254
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