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The Tucson Chapter Cordially Invites 
You to Our Spring Luncheon  

and Officer Installation

Join Us at Wild Garlic Grill
Tuesday, April 17, 11:30 a.m.

$36 per person

Lunch Choices: 1) Las Cruces Chicken Salad
2) Half  a Grilled Pastrami Sandwich & Cup of Soup

3) Roasted Garlic Chicken Breast
4) Braised Red Quinoa and French Lentils

Proceeds from this event benefit the Tucson Endowed Scholarship Fund  
to award scholarship support to a worthy Brandeis student,  

with a preference for a student from the Tucson metropolitan area.

Please bring walking shoes,  
clothes in good condition, and women’s products for 

the Sister Jose Women’s Center.

$16 is tax-deductible

Tucson
Chapter

Yes, I’m coming to the Spring Luncheon at $36 per 
person.

Name(s) _______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Meal choice(s) (Numbers) ________________________

_______________________________________________

Phone & e-mail _________________________________

Send your check payable to BNC to Marilyn 
Sternstein, 5765 E. Finisterra Dr., Tucson 85750, by 
April 10.
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D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your 

Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Lillian Simon-Hawkins & Richard H Hawkins
  7601 N Calle Sin Envidia #66, 85718
Harriet Kronman  heykron@gmx.com

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 
of BNC wish:

Bob Fridich  Condolences on the loss of your 
    mother.
Lynn & Stan Cramer
   Mazel tov on your grandson’s Bar
    Mitzvah.
Shirley Matlick Get well soon.
Bob Richman  Get well soon.
Marsha Rosenblum Congratulations on your grand-
    daughter’s bat mitzvah.
Sue Strauss  Get well soon.
Shelly Abell & Dan Weisz
   Congratulations on your new
     granddaughter’s birth. 
If you know of anyone with a simchah (happy event) 

or a sorrow, contact Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, 
CharlotteSH@me.com or 529-8484. A card will be sent 
and an acknowledgment will appear in the bulletin. 

We Wish Our Members…
We are still enjoying the memories 

of the wonderful Book and Author 
Events of last month. We appreciate 
all the members who attended and 
enjoyed these wonderful programs! Our 
Sustaining the Mind program benefited  
immensely from your support!

Special kudos to Sheila Rothenberg 
for all the preparations and choosing the 

authors.  Judy Norris  chaired a lovely dinner on Wednesday 
evening. Zelda Aaronson planned a delightful luncheon.  
Thanks to Davya  Cohen for the terrific silent auction and 
Monique Steinberg for organizing the boutique. Steve 
Seltzer worked to put out a terrific program book. Many 
people were able to gather ads with help from Meg 
Sivitz. We are grateful to Elaine Lisberg for chairing the 
committee and wish her good health!

Now we are anticipating our Spring Luncheon and 
Installation of officers at Wild Garlic Grill on Tuesday, April 
17, chaired by Marilyn Sternstein.

We welcome your participation in all of our activities 
throughout the next year.  Thank you for continuing 
support throughout the year!

A meaningful Passover or Easter to all and safe travels 
to our winter visitors!

Marsha Rosenblum, President N

The President’s Corner

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
Membership VPs: Roni Bader-Tables, prek01@aol.com or 305-898-5754, and Pam Shaw, PamShaw123@aol.com or 617-593-8300

Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 
our chapter:
Erica & Dr. Arthur 1473 N Camino Villa Bonita, 85715
 Friedman  344-7201,© 847-682-8866
  EricaFriedman@yahoo.com
Barb Tobey 11522 N Mountain Breeze Dr, 85737
 (Steve Sarns)  © 317-441-3863
  BarbTobey12@gmail.com

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members 
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at 
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them 
warmly. 
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Nominating Committee Report
The Nominating Committee has met, spoken with current officers and board members, and communicated with 

other members. They have nominated the following officers for next year:
President ....................................... Marsha Rosenblum*
VPs of Book Business ........................... Rachel Barker*
 and Meg Sivitz*
VPs of Membership .......................Roni Bader-Tables*
	 and	Pam	Shaw•
VP of Communications ......................... Steve Seltzer*
VPs of Study Groups ...........................Ruth Friedman*
 and Ellen Saltonstall*

Study Group Advisor ............................ Lynn Cramer
VP of Book Fund & Tributes ...................... Lois Bodin*

Recording Secretary ........................... Barbara Wilder*
Financial Secretary ..............................Terrie Sherman*
Treasurer ...........................................Marilyn Sternstein
Corresponding Secretaries ........................Karen Loeb
 and Sandra Lachter
Advisor ....................................................Elaine Lisberg*
Nominating Committee: .....................Terrie Sherman,

Soralé Fortman, Marianne Taussig, Charlotte Hegwer,
Roz Stein, Ellen Adelstein, and Donna Leavitt

(* means remaining in office.)
Nominations may be made in writing to the Nominating Committee up to ten (10) days prior to the designated 

Annual Meeting. The names of any members so nominated shall be included in the slate if such nominees accept 
the nomination. Nominations may be made from the floor at the time when the Nominating Committee presents the 
official slate. The names of any member so nominated shall be included in the slate if such nominees accept their 
nominations. To make nominations, contact Maxine Goldstein, 13400 E. Sahuaro Sunset Rd., Tucson, AZ 85749, or 
MbGold77@yahoo.com. 

Fascinating Book & Author Dinner
This year’s Book & Author Dinner was a little different from previous events. Dinner was a buffet and, in addition to 

very pleasant background music by pianist David Prouty, we had an interesting question-and-answer program with 
the authors. The questions, written in advance by Ellen Saltonstall, made for a fun event. 

Bob Rothenberg and  
author Mike LawsonRon Sivitz and  

author David Bianculli

Moderator Victoria Lucas, 
Sheila Rothenberg, and 

author Talia Carner
Victoria Lucas and  

author Bruce Handy

The guests enjoying the program

Amy & Stephen Doctoroff, 
Helen Schulman, and Bruce HandyB.J. Kass, Janet Seltzer, 

and Meg Sivitz

The authors during the question-
and-answer program
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the 

university through fund-raising and through activities that 

reflect the values on which the university was founded: 

academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and 

service to the community. 

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

•	 Go	to	www.tucsonbnc.org.  
•	 Click	on	the	GO	button.
•	 Buy	anything from Amazon.
•	 The	Tucson	Chapter	will	benefit	from	all	your
 Amazon purchases made this way. Social Justice/ 

Community Service
The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 

reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
school supplies.

Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless 
women. We help by donating walking shoes and sweat clothes 
in good condition and women’s hygiene products.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com 
or 615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

Book & Author Donors
Some Book & Author donations arrived too late to be 

included in the Program Book. We thank the following for 
their donations:
Silent Auction:

Table Talk at Home
Shelly Abell and Dan Weisz

Sommeliers:
Charlotte & Hal Hegwer 

YOTO Thanks Us
Youth on Their Own (YOTO), 

one of the organizations we 
support with our Social Justice 

program (see page 4), wrote us the following thank-you 
note:

November 2, 2017
To Brandeis National Committee
Please accept the deep appreciation of Youth on Their Own for 

your continued support of our young people. You enable us to provide 
programs and help to our youth and we thank you!

Sincerely,
Mary, volunteer

Study Groups Are Coming!
Summer Study Groups will be announced in the May 

bulletin and also in a mailing to all members.
Our regular Study Group Guide will come out in early 

July. This year, we are going back to a first-come-first-
serve methodology, just as when you purchase tickets to 
an event. Be prepared for a postmark date for your Study 
Group sign-up to be valid. 
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Who left Miami, Florida, and the ocean beaches to move 
to Tucson, Arizona, and the desert sand? Our Co-Vice 
President of Membership did just that in 2011. We are so 
happy Roni Bader-Tables made the move and joined our 
Tucson Brandeis Chapter, where she shares her warmth, 
creativity, and leadership.

 After 36 years in the Dade County Public Schools, Roni and 
her husband Sandy came to Tucson to enjoy our tranquility.

Roni was born in the Bronx, New York, and at age 7 
moved with her parents and sister to Wantagh, Long Island, 
until her graduation from high school. She attended SUNY 
Geneseo for two years and transferred to the University 
of Miami to graduate.( Her parents, tired of the New York 
winters, had moved there.) She graduated with a degree 
in special education and went on to earn a Masters in 
Administration. She taught mentally-handicapped and 
physically-impaired children with disabilities for five years 
and ran the pre-kindergarten program for children with 
disabilities for 31 years.

Roni’s own family consists of her wonderful, giving 
husband, whom she met when he was the speech 
pathologist for her students and whom she married 40 
years ago; a 33-year-old daughter who teaches pre-
kindergarten in Miami; and a 35-year-old son, whose wife 
is expecting twin boys in April. Her son lives in Tacoma, 
Washington, and is a police officer. 

Roni traveled on her own when she first started teaching. 
She has had the good fortune to spend a summer studying in 
Lund, Sweden, and has visited the big cities in France, England, 
Spain, Germany, Monaco, Norway, and Switzerland.

From those who have met Roni, we hear rave reviews of 
her creative jewelry making. She has a jewelry workshop in a 
beautiful modern home surrounded by desert blooms, where 
she creates objects of wearable art. Roni used to feel she 
wasn’t at all creative because she couldn’t draw, but learned 
that not every artist can draw. Her work speaks for itself.

Roni was brought to Brandeis by Terri Freed and 
volunteered to be on the membership committee. Roni 
says she “likes the idea of raising funds for college students 
and research of neurological disorders, as well as social 
activism.” She volunteered to be on the membership 
committee for two years and has been nominated again 
as vice president.

She enjoys anything art-related, spending time with friends, 
gardening, and animals. She is eager to keep learning and 
can’t wait to meet her new twin grandsons. 

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders .. Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Meet Your Board 
Member

2018
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*  Monday, April 2
Spring Luncheon and Installation Tuesday, April 17
Happy Hour for Study Group Leaders Thursday, April 26
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 7
Board Meeting*  Tuesday, September 4

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Your Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Rosenblum
VPs of the Book Business . . . . . . .Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership . . . . . . . .  Roni Bader-Tables &Pam Shaw
Vice-President of Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Friedman &
 Ellen Saltonstall
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Wilder
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davya Cohen
Treasurers. . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman & Marilyn Sternstein
Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg

Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone, 
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com. 
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Another Fabulous Book & Author Luncheon
Sheila Rothenberg, our esteemed finder of authors, reported to the Book & Author Committee: “Book & Author 

was a wonderful success thanks to all your hard work. We loved the authors and the authors loved us—our hospitality 
and our friendliness. Mike Lawson thinks this was the best event of its kind he ever attended.

So, many thanks to all for a job well done!
Sheila”
And so it was. Our 22nd Book & Author Luncheon was superb! If you missed it, don’t fail to buy a ticket next year. All 

present were appreciative of our boutique, silent auction, book purchases and signings, the Skyline buffet luncheon, 
and our selection of authors. 

Mostly Books Book Store 
selling authors’ books.

Soralé Fortman at the 
registration desk Libby Fischer, Donna 

Infald, and Judy Rogaway 
at the Silent Auction

Attendees enjoying the 
Artisan Boutique

University High students 
at the Luncheon

Chapter President  
Marsha Rosenblum

Author Chair
Sheila Rothenberg

Moderator Victoria Lucas

Author Mike Lawson

The University High table

The excited crowd  
at the Luncheon

Author Talia Carner

Author Bruce Handy Author David Bianculli
The wonderful  

Luncheon buffet

The authors and 
moderator with  

Marsha Rosenblum
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If you think you’d like to learn how to design a Brandeis bulletin or other similar 
material, contact Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com. This is your opportunity to show 
your artistic nature and creativity.

We could use a person (or people) with imaginative abilities to benefit this chapter. 
In addition to the bulletins, we create the Book & Author Program Book, make some 
of the e-mail blasts that go out, give appropriate information for the Tucson Jewish 
community’s J-blasts, and advertise on our Facebook site.

This is your chance to use your talents to help Brandeis. Find out how to set up 
your computer, design pages, and work on printed elements or on-line materials for 
the Tucson Chapter. 

Think You Might Like to Be a Graphic Artist?

Special Happy Hour Event for Study Group Leaders
The Study Group Committee will be honoring our Study Group 

Leaders and Coordinators. On Thursday, April 26, from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m., we will meet at the home of Steve and Janet Seltzer for drinks, hors 
d’oeuvres, and the granting of certificates honoring those who help to 
make our continuing education so successful.

If you have a great idea for a course, would like to consider leading a 
class, or can think of someone who might establish a course of interest 
to our members, contact our vice-presidents of Study Groups, Ruth 
Friedman, RAFriedman@aol.com or 749-1840, or Ellen Saltonstall, 

ESaltonstall123@gmail.com or 822-8278, so that more people can be honored next year.
The leaders and coordinators of these classes and the Study Group Committee members will receive 

an an on-line invitation by e-mail. Be sure to respond immediately so we can make our plans for those 
who are coming. 

Custom Judaica Study 
Group

Those who signed up for the Custom Judaica Study 
Group were delighted by the creative and beautiful 
designs of Margery and Eli Langner’s ceremonial objects. 
These are custom Jewish marriage canopies (huppot), 
Torah covers (mantles), ark covers, items for the home, 
and more. Margery’s discussion of how they design and 
individualize the items was fascinating. 

Dear Ms Marsha Rosenblum and Ms Sheila Rothenberg,
Words cannot express my gratitude for your having 

invited University High School (UHS) students to this 
wonderful {Book & Author] event. I had never attended nor 
heard about it and am just thankful to have experienced it. 
Once in the van, my students spoke of their authors and 
the wonderful program in general; of course, they loved 
the food, too! I am blessed to know Ms Lisa Ungar and 
having her nominate our school to be sponsored by the 
Brandeis National Committee, Tucson Chapter. I hope you 
will someday in the near future be our guests and come 
visit our school to tour our facility and meet our amazing 
student body. We are academically ranked in the Nation; 
however, I believe what makes UHS an amazing treasure 
is our kind community.

 Again, I thank you both from the bottom of my heart 
for allowing myself and my students to participate in this 
wonderful event! Have a wonderful day!

Respectfully, Carmen Hernández
Advisor & Recruiting Coordinator, UHS

Thank-you Letter from UHS
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Next Board Meeting
Monday, April 2, 2018

10:00 a.m. to noon
Martha Cooper Library

1377 N. Catalina Ave.
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.

Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison ......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot Phone (leave a message) ............747-3224
Chapter Web site ........................... www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail .................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook ...............................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Express Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well 
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The 
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah 
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
 $5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50, Light of Reason Card.
 $10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $36.50, Learned Research Journal
 $56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
 $500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com, or 702-219-6704.

Donor Message Recipient
Special Book Collection

Brandeis Friends Wishing you a speedy and complete recovery Stan Cramer
Brandeis Friends Mazel tov on the bat mitzvah of your granddaughter Ila Jean Marsha Rosenblum
Brandeis Friends Mazel tov on the birth of your granddaughter Sophia Renee Shelley Abell & Dan Weisz

Learned Research Journal
Brandeis Friends Mazel tov on the bar mitzvah of your grandson Jonathan Morris Leon
  Mr. & Mrs. Stan Cramer
Brandeis Friends In memory of mother Florence Fridrich Dr. Bob Fridrich & Lisa Ungar
Andrea Davis Happy birthday on your special birthday! Davya & Stan Cohen

Sustaining the Mind Card
Carol & Burt Cunin In memory of Bobbi Cohen Mr. & Mrs. Edward Cohen

Goldfarb Library Card
Soralé & Marvin Fortman Mazel tov on the birth of your granddaughter Sophia Renee Shelley Abell & Dan Weisz
Terrie Sherman Wishing you well! Elaine Lisberg 
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Tucson Chapter Calendar April 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Easter

2
10 Board 

Meeting
1 Inter-

mediate 
Bridge

3
10 Mindful-

ness
1 Foreign 

Film
TBD Singles 

Cinema

4
12 Contemp.  

Fiction

5
10 Jewish 

Book of Why
1 Mah 

Jongg

6
11:30 Short 

Story 
Books

7
5:30 Single 

Women’s 
Circle

8
10 Books & 

Bagels

9
10 Memories
1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge
2 Art Talks

10
TBD Tucson 

Tourist

11
10 Page 

Turners
12 Men’s 

Book Club

12
1 Gotta 

Have Art
Yom Ha-

Shoah

13 14

15
10 Brunch 

Bunch

16 
1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge

17
11:30 Spring 

Closing 
Luncheon

7 Fab Flicks
Tax Day

18
9 Sonoran 

Desert 101
11:30 Mys-

tery Books
Yom HaZi-

karon

19
1 Mah 

Jongg
Yom Ha-

Atzmaut

20 21

22
Earth Day

23
12:30 Sit ’n’ 

Stitch
1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge

24
1 Legal 

Puzzlers

25
12 Ethnic 

Lunch

26
10 Women in 

the Bible

27 28

29 30
1 Intermedi-

ate Bridge
Passover, March 31 through April 7;. Easter Sunday, April 1; Yom HaShoah, April 12; Taxes 
Due, April 17; Yom HaZikaron, April 18; Yom HaAtzmaut, April 19.

Passover

Why Should Your Friends Join Brandeis?
We support the students and faculty at Brandeis with our chapter’s endowed scholarship for a Tucson-area student 

accepted at Brandeis, our donations to neurodegenerative disease scholarships and research, and our Book Fund for 
the libraries. Through our Community Service/Social Action program, we help charities in our Tucson area. Our Book 
Business also supports our endowed scholarship. Finally, our Study Group program and events provide continuing 
education to our members.

These are the reasons for you, our members, to bring in new people to the chapter. 
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APRIL 26
Happy Hour for 
Study Group Leaders 
and Coordinators

APRIL 17
Closing Spring 
Luncheon and 
Installation

MAY 7
Board and Planning 
Meeting for 2018-19

2018 CALENDAR
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News from Brandeis University

Brandeis University has received an $8.4 million bequest for social justice initiatives from a 
man who visited the Boston-area campus only once. The university announced the gift from 
Seymour Bluestone. Bluestone, a former rehabilitation doctor who lived in Clearwater, Florida, 
and felt a strong connection to the university’s social justice values, died in September at age 96.

Bluestone began making small gifts to Brandeis in the 1990s at the request of family friends. 
He visited the campus in 2000, where he learned about a number of the school’s programs. 
Over lunch, he and Laurence Simon, the founding director of the Sustainable International 
Development program at the university’s Heller School for Social Policy and Management, 
began a discussion about poverty and other global issues that remained with Bluestone.

In 2001, Bluestone created the Jesse F. and Dora H. Bluestone Scholarship in memory of his 
parents to support students in the Sustainable International Development program, along with 

the Myra Kraft Transitional Year Program. Bluestone’s bequest will provide financial aid for up to five students in the 
Sustainable International Development program in future years and support research and program development in the 
Center for Global Development and Sustainability, also at the Heller School. The gift also will help students enrolled in 
the Kraft program. In its 50th year, the transitional-year program prepares students from poorly-funded high schools for 
a competitive liberal arts curriculum through a combination of small classes, rigorous academics, and strong academic 
support.

Bluestone, a Brooklyn native, graduated from Cornell and the New York University School of Medicine. He served 
as a medical officer in the U.S. Army in Korea from 1945 to 1947, reaching the rank of captain. Later, he held a number 
of medical positions, including serving for 10 years as director of the New York State Rehabilitation Hospital, where 
he expanded medical and research services and promoted staff education. 

$8.4 Million Bequest

Seymour Bluestone


