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Join Summ e r S t ud y G roup s
M1 Unusual Sonoran Desert Habitats

M3.

The Sonoran Desert is one of the most biologically
diverse deserts in the world. The biodiversity is
because there are many habitats to accommodate
a variety of plants and animals. A habitat is a place
where an organism lives, a place for shelter, food, and
rearing young. We will explore some unusual habitats
often considered a part of the desert, but not often
considered, and will examine the lifestyles of the plants
and animals that occupy these habitats.

If you have ever used a needle of any type, we have
room for you. Bring your UFOs (Unfinished Objects)
or WIPs (Works in Progress) and a bag lunch. We’ll
meet in each other’s homes to sit, stitch, schmooze,
and help each other complete our treasures.

Leader: Marion Cimmino

529-6189,
M1andJ@aol.com

Sit ’n’ Stitch

Leader: Lois Bodin
Time:
Dates:
Limit:

702-219-6704,
LoisBodin@gmail.com

12:30–3:00 pm
4th Monday, through September
12 members

Tu1
Cinema for Singles
1:00 to 3:00 pm
Monday, June 4, 11, and 18
We will meet at a local movie theater to view a current
Brookdale Catalina Independent Living, 7500 film matinee as a group and then socialize afterwards
N. Calle Sin Envidia
for a self-pay dinner at a nearby restaurant. This
group is for any single who loves film and enjoys a fun
M2.
Social Bridge
afternoon with Brandeis friends.
If you are playing using the current bidding rules and
Leader: Ellen Adelstein
795-5349,
some of the basic conventions, you are an intermediate
Tucsonan@aol.com
bridge player! Join this group to enjoy the game and
Time:
According to theater schedule
the people.
Date:
1st Tuesday, through September
Place: To be announced in advance to members
Contact: Betty Jane Koppel 296-1215,
BettyKoppel@aol.com
Continued on page 3
Time:
1:00–3:00 pm
Place: Trattoria Pina (come early and socialize
over self-pay lunch)
Dates: Every Monday, through September
Time:
Dates:
Place:

LifeLong Learning
at Brandeis for
Our Members

Those already in an existing group do not need
to pay. To join a group, write a check for $9 to
BNC, include your name, e-mail address, phone
number, and courses desired and mail it to
Terrie Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson,
AZ 85715.
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M e m be rs h ip

P a g e

Membership VPs: Roni Bader-Tables, prek01@aol.com or 305-898-5754, and Pam Shaw, PamShaw123@aol.com or 617-593-8300

The President’s Corner

We Wish Our Members…

In 1948, a group of Jewish Women
in the Boston area began Brandeis
University Women’s Committee (now
known as Brandeis National Committee,
BNC). Its purpose was to collect books
to create a functional library for the
newly founded Brandeis University.
Today, so many of us are working fullor part-time, are newly retired, have
so many social and family commitments, our families
are often scattered all across the globe, and we have so
many other organizations to which we can commit our
time, one can ask, “Why BNC? Is BNC relevant in today’s
rapidly changing world?”
To answer that, we must look at all that BNC does.
We continue to support the Brandeis libraries and offer
a scholarship for students who otherwise might not be
able to attend this university. We have helped donate a
science lab, as well as continued to support Sustaining
the Mind, which deals with the increasingly important
issue of neurodegenerative diseases. Our chapter also
provides important social services to the community. In
addition, Tucson BNC is a wonderful source of friendship,
fun, fundraising, and learning experiences.
A big ‘thank you’ to Marilyn Sternstein and her committee
for providing us with a wonderful Spring Closing Luncheon.
The venue, the people, and the installation of officers for
2018–19 made for a lovely day! We also celebrated our
65th anniversary. Congratulations to our new officers and
board members. The time and effort spent volunteering on
our chapter’s behalf is very much appreciated! Volunteers
are the life blood of our chapter!
We value our Study Group leaders and coordinators.
On April 26, the Study Group Committee will honor
them with hors d’oeuvres, drinks, and certificates for
providing stimulating, educational, and fun activities for
our chapter.
Now that the weather is warming up, look for the
Summer Study Groups. It’s a great opportunity to stay cool
while enjoying wonderful indoor BNC activities
Study Groups are so important, and our new Study
Group Guide for fall activities will be coming out in
the beginning of July. Please follow the directions for
submitting your requests as we will be filling our groups
according to date of postmark.
Thank you to our members for your support. I look
forward to seeing you at our activities and groups!
Marsha Rosenblum, President N

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter
of BNC wish:
Nancy Apsell Get well soon.
Steve Burke Condolences on the loss of your father.
Fran Caspe A speedy recovery.
Family of Joyce Obedin
		
Condolences on your mother’s passing.
Donna Richman
		
Condolences on the loss of your sister.
If you know of anyone with a simchah (happy event)
or a sorrow, contact Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer,
CharlotteSH@me.com or 529-8484. A card will be sent
and an acknowledgment will appear in the bulletin.

Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined
our chapter:
Judith & Robert
5144 W Desert Poppy La, Marana 85658
Glock		
343-3604
		
JV1739@aol.com

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them
warmly.

Please make the follow ing corrections in your
Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Deanna L Rosen

11723 N Desert Holly Dr, OV, 85737

In Memoriam

Member Joyce Obedin
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page 1

W1. Contemporary Fiction Book Club
If you are looking for great reading and good discussions
from the many titles of contemporary fiction, this is
the group for you. Members are encouraged to lead
one of the monthly book discussions.
Leader: Ruth Friedman
Time:
Dates:
Place:
Limit:
W2.

749-1840,
RAFriedman@aol.com

11:30 am–1:30 pm
1st Wednesday, through September
Hacienda del Sol, with self-pay lunch
25 members
Page Turners

We will be discussing extremely readable current
fiction—the kind that captures the imagination and
will lead to lively give and take among the group.
Leader: Sheila Rothenberg 232-9559,
Sheila.Tucson@comcast.net
Time:
10:00 am–noon
Dates: 2nd Wednesday, through September
Place: Sheila’s house, 6351 N. Via Jaspeada (call for
driving instructions)
W4.

Mystery Book Club

If you are a reader who chooses a “whodunit” for
relaxation, join this group of dedicated mystery
aficionados. Before the great discussions, you can join
others for an optional self-pay lunch. Most books are
available at the library or in paperback.
Leaders: Soralé Fortman
Time:
Dates:
Place:
Sa1.

747-3520,
Sorkey7@aol.com
Patrice Brown
PJBrown4110@me.com
11:30 am–1:30 pm, with self-pay lunch
3rd Wednesday, through September
Hacienda del Sol Resort Library
Single Women’s Circle

This fun group will discuss current topics while enjoying
dinner at Skyline Country Club. You may stay for mah
jongg or bridge (intermediate/advanced only). We will
order individually from the menu.
Leader: Phyllis Fassler
Time:
Dates:
Place:
Limit:

320-5004,
JPFassler@cox.net

5:30 pm
1st Saturday, through September
Skyline Country Club
20 members

by Marsha Rosenblum
In addition to those thanked in the April bulletin (Sheila
Rothenberg, Judy Norris, Zelda Aaronson, Davya Cohen,
Steve Seltzer, Monique Steinberg, and Elaine Lisberg), to
have a successful Book & Author Dinner and Luncheon,
many wonderful people contributed hard work and help!
I want to give a huge thank you to those who were
so important in making these Book & Author Events
possible. I thank Sorkey Fortman for invaluable help as
Book & Author Events registrar and Arlene Zuckerman
(centerpieces); Aimee and Steve Doctoroff, Sheila and
Bob Rothenberg, Ron and Meg Sivitz, Sandra Lachter,
Marilyn Lobell, and Marsha Rosenblum (hosts); Pam Shaw
and Arlene Gray (hospitality). Thanks to Ellen Saltonstall
(program coordinator), Gail Isaacs (Mostly Books
Coordinator), and Sandra Tobin (registration assistant).
Lisa Ungar arranged to include the University High
students. Their participation added greatly to the day!
It truly does take a village!
Thank you all for creating a successful event.
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Fall Study Groups
For the 2018–2019 Fall Study
Groups, we will revert to our
previous registration format.
The Study Group Guide will be
mailed out the first week in July.
Registration will have be postmarked on or after a certain
date. Registration forms received after the postmark
date will be processed in the order received. Subsequent
registration forms will be processed in the order of the
postmark date. Don’t mail your form early, as it will not
be given priority.
If you are a winter resident, please sign up for any Study
Group on the postmark date so you can join any class you
wish when you arrive in Tucson.

We have many businesses and Study Groups that
support our Book & Author Events either by buying an ad
in the Program Book or contributing to the Silent Auction.
These groups are worthy of your support
If you don’t have a program book, go to TucsonBNC.
org and click on the “Sponsors” tab. There you will find
the ads from these supporters. You should preferentially
use them for your business needs, since they help
fund scholarships and research in neurodegenerative
diseases, medical problems that will affect many of us
or our families.

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis
•
•
•
•

Go to www.tucsonbnc.org.
Click on the GO button.
Buy anything from Amazon.
The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
Amazon purchases made this way.

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing
philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished
liberal arts and research university founded by the American
Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the
university through fund-raising and through activities that
reflect the values on which the university was founded:
academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and
service to the community.

Social Justice/
Community Service

The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman,
reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need
of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.
Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and
school supplies.
Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless
women. We help by donating walking shoes and sweat clothes
in good condition and women’s hygiene products.
Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com
or 615-0877.
Nobody can help everybody,
but everybody can help somebody!
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Meet Your Study
Group Leader
How would a successful trial lawyer for 50 years from
the great city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, who was All
University president at Penn State in 1958, president of the
Penn State Alumni Association, and president of the Yale
Law School Student Body in 1961, retire from a successful
and prominent career?
We asked that question of Jay Feldstein, Brandeis
member and Study Group leader of the class “Legal
Puzzlers.” Jay would make Louis Brandeis proud. Jay tried
all public school desegregation cases in Pennsylvania
as well as the first housing discrimination case and first
corporate sexual discrimination case from 1969 to 1976,
all successfully.
We also asked him how the moderator of the TV
series “Legally Speaking” and “Ask the Attorneys” in
1964 could relax in the desert sun? Jay had been the
president of the Western Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers’
Association from 1992-1993 and is an author and
lecturer for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute. He has been
admitted to practice law in Pennsylvania, Florida, and
the United States Supreme Court. How does Jay take it
easy after publishing “A Hospital’s Liability for Staffing Its
Emergency Room with an Intern” and “Emergency Room
Liabilty”? He also mediates. In 2006, Jay was appointed
a mediator under the Alternate Dispute Resolution
program of the United States Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania. He is trained in mediation and
conflict resolution.
Why Tucson? Jay and his lovely wife Judi had come
to Arizona when Penn State played in the Fiesta Bowl.
Jay had visited the western states as part of Penn State
Alumni speaking tours. He was attracted to the climate,
the scenic beauty, the friendly people, and the laid-back
appeal of the Southwest. The Feldsteins became residents
of Tucson ten years ago. They have visits from their three
children ( a daughter in human resources, a son in TV sports
production for Fox, and a son who is a restaurateur). The
grandchildren include 4-year-old twin boys and a 7-yearold young lady.
Jay and Judi have traveled to all seven continents and
59 different countries. He prides himself for having slept
at least one night in all 50 states. They have visited nine
presidential libraries and almost every National Park. Jay has
found a way to relax. He played basketball in high school
in Elizabeth, Pennsylvania, 15 miles south of Pittsburgh.

Continued on page 6

2018

Tucson Chapter Calendar
Spring Luncheon and Installation
Board and Planning Meeting*
Study Group Guide

Tuesday, April 17
Monday, May 7
early July

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Your Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Rosenblum
VPs of the Book Business . . . . . . .  Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership . . . . . . . . . Roni Bader-Tables &Pam Shaw
Vice-President of Publications  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Friedman &
Ellen Saltonstall
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Wilder
Financial Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davya Cohen
Treasurers . . . . . . . . . Arlene Zuckerman & Marilyn Sternstein
Advisor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elaine Lisberg

Questions? Leave a message at the Book Depot phone,
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com.

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief................................................... Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison........................................................ Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor......................................... Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders... Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May.
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month.
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Meet Your Leader continued from page 5
Here in Tucson, he seriously swims 3 or 4 times a week,
3/5 of a mile.
Judi discovered Brandeis first. Then, Jay joined and, as
a voracious reader, he finds the Men’s Book Study Group
suits him well. He has served on the board of Desert
Caucus and taught “Trials of the Century” for OLLI at the U
of A. His favorite pastimes are traveling, reading, or dinner
with friends. As Study Group Leader of Legal Puzzlers,
he has enriched and enlightened his students with his
excellent presentations and choice of topics. His class is
a favorite of its members.

The Book Depot needs:
• New desk chairs
• Collapsible tables and/or card tables.
We could also use:
•Book shelves or book cases.
Call 747-3224 and leave a message.
We thank the many who contribute books and
their time to this cause.

Why Brandeis?
We are often asked why we here in Tucson who attended
college many miles from Brandeis support this East Coast
university located in Waltham, Massachusetts, just outside
of Boston. Could it be because of its legendary founders:
Eleanor Roosevelt, Albert Einstein, and Abraham Sacher,
who supported and encouraged its creation? Maybe we
care about Brandeis because we admire Louis Brandeis,
the first Jewish Supreme Court associate justice, who
developed our nation’s “right to privacy” jurisprudence
and fought the corrupt. Brandeis was a “Robin Hood” of
his time, defending health, safety, and labor laws designed
to protect American workers.
We might advocate for Brandeis University in this era
of racial tension, fueled by white supremacists to arouse
fear and division among our fellow citizens. We recognize
the need for all of us to stand tall, committing ourselves
to support and education of the next generation through
nonsectarian institutes of higher learning committed to
pluralism, like Brandeis.
It may be we support this top-ranked university because
of the important alumnae it produces. Deborah Lipstadt
’47, American historian, came to Tucson as the keynote
speaker for the annual event of Jewish Family and
Children’s Services, whose Board is headed by our own
Barbara Befferman Danes. Lipstadt earned a masters and
doctorate in Jewish History at Brandeis and is famous for
her book Denying the Holocaust: The Growing Assault on Truth
and Memory. Lipstadt was also featured in the recent film
“Denial,” which highlighted her fight to defend herself from
one prominent British Holocaust denier’s libel suit against
her. Brandeis members should be proud that through their
efforts here in Tucson, Arizona, Brandeis University can
turn out scholars and speakers who protect our values and
show the world Why Brandeis?

Start of the BNC
What? You’re Seeing This
Rainbow in Black& White?
You should be seeing this in glorious color! If you have
e-mail, you can see the bulletin in all its colorful beauty.
To see what the bulletins look like, go to TucsonBNC.org,
click on the “Bulletin” tab, and select a bulletin. If you
want your bulletins colorful, just e-mail Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

The BNC was started in 1948 as the
Brandeis National Women’s Committee
to start a library at the new Brandeis
University so it could be accredited.
Augusta Katz, Frances Rivto, Edith Michaels, Hannah
Abrams (Steve Seltzer’s step-aunt), Dorothy Spector, Jennie
Silverman, Tillie Thorner, and Gertrude Alpert, all from
Boston, started the group. Very quickly, chapters started
in other cities to help the effort. We still contribute to the
Brandeis libraries to make them stronger and better.
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Our new fiscal year begins July 1, and it is renewal time for BNC membership. We appreciate your continued
philanthropic support of the students, faculty, libraries, and research at Brandeis University. To pay your dues, the
best ways (in order) are:
1) Go the National Site (you can get there through our site, TucsonBNC.org, and click “National Site.” On the
National Site, click “Get Involved” and select “How to Join.” You pay by credit card.
2) Mail your check made out to BNC ($60 for an individual, $100 for two people at one address) to Terrie
Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson, AZ 85715. For questions about dues, contact Terrie at Loves2Walk@
aol.com or 290-1490.
3) Send in your check or credit card number when you receive the bill from National.

The Book Depot Needs You!
As our winter residents leave Tucson, we need people to help at the Book Depot. This is an opportunity for
socialization while helping raise money for our Tucson Endowed Scholarship. There is no heavy lifting or carrying.
We could use people with elementary computer skills, but others can certainly help. Call 747-3224 and leave a
message. Your help is appreciated.

The BNC Scholarship Campaign is our primary fund-raising effort this year. Our goal is to raise money to increase
the Tucson Endowed Scholarship so the best and brightest students from Southern Arizona are able to enroll at
Brandeis. We appreciate your support.
Mail you check made out to BNC to Marsha Rosenblum, 5136 N. Louis River Way, Tucson, AZ 85718. Write
Scholarship in the memo section.

Tucson Chapter, BNC

Page 8

May 2018

Exp ress Your Thoughtfulness
Wit h a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick,
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
$5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
$10.50, Light of Reason Card.
$10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
$14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
$18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
$25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
$36.50, Learned Research Journal
$56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
$100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
$500.00 or more, Major Book Collection
Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com, or 702-219-6704.

Donor

Message

Brandeis Friends

Special Book Collection
Thinking of you lots and hoping for your speedy recovery

Learned Research Journal
Brandeis Friends
Sending hugs & love for a speedy recovery
Brandeis Friends
Sincere & heartfelt sympathy on the loss
	  of your father Dr. Louis Burke

Recipient
Bob Richman
Nancy Apsell

Steve & Maureen Burke

Meg & Ron Sivitz

Chapter Endowed Scholarship Card
Happy 60th wedding anniversary

Elsa & Jay Goldberg
Elsa & Jay Goldberg

Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
Mazel tov on the birth of your granddaughter Sophia Shelley Abell & Dan Weisz
Mazel tov on the bat mitzvah of your granddaughter Ila Jean Marsha Rosenblum

Brandeis Friends

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
We hope each day brings you closer to a full & speedy recoveryFran Caspe

Minette & Bruce Friedman

Contact the Bulletin

Steve Seltzer, Editor................ 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison.......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter

Book Depot phone (leave a message).............747-3224
Chapter Web site............................ www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail..................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook................................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Next Board Meeting

Monday, May 7, 2018
10:00 a.m. to noon
Martha Cooper Library
1377 North Catalina Avenue
All members are encouraged to come
to this open meeting.
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Tucson Chapter Calendar May 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1
1 Foreign
Film
TBD Singles
Cinema

6

13
10 Books &
Bagels
Mother’s
Day

7
10 Board
Meeting
1 Intermediate Bridge
14
1 Intermediate Bridge

Wednesday Thursday
Friday
2
3
4
12 Contemp. 10 Jewish
Fiction
Book of Why

8
TBD Tucson
Tourist

9
10
10 Page
Turners
12 Men’s
Book Club
15
16
17
7 Fab Flicks 11:30 Mystery Books

Saturday
5 Cinco de
Mayo

11

12
5:30 Single
Women’s
Circle

18

19

25

26

Yom Yerushalayim

20
Shavuot 1

27

21
22
12:30 Sit ’n’
Stitch
1 Intermediate Bridge
Shavuot 2
28
29
1 Intermediate Bridge

23
12 Ethnic
Lunch

24

30

31

Lag BaOmer, May 3; Cinco de Mayo, May 5; Mother’s Day, May 13; Yom Yerushalayim, May
13; Shavuot, May 20-21; Memorial Day, May 28.

Support BRANDEIS!
Have friends & Neighbors join!
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News from Brandeis University
Brandeis Expert on the Opioid Epidemic
On February 28, 2018, Brandeis Senior Scientist Andrew
Kolodny, M.D., the Co-Director of Opioid Policy Research
Center (OPRC) at the Heller School for Social Policy and
Management, was on Capitol Hill testifying during a hearing
of the House of Representatives Energy and Commerce
Committee as the federal government pushes for new opioid
legislation focused on enforcement and patient safety-related
bills. Dr. Kolodny also attended an event at the White House
on the same topic on March 1.
Dr. Kolodny’s primary area of focus is the prescription
opioid and heroin crisis devastating families and communities
across the country. As the nation grapples with this
epidemic, Dr. Kolodny brings his research and advocacy
to the highest levels of government in hopes of making
necessary change.
The Brandeis OPRC is advancing desperately needed scholarship on interventions to address the opioid addiction
epidemic. Serving as a primary resource for state and federal health officials, the OPRC takes aim at the opioid crisis
through intervention research, innovative policy initiatives, and convening researchers, clinicians, and policy makers
for coordinated strategies.

Study Group Leaders
Honored

APRIL 26

Planning Meeting

MAY 7

CALENDAR

2018

Spring Luncheon
and Installation

APRIL 17

Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
3825 North Oracle Road
Tucson, Arizona 85705-3254
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