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BOOK SALE-ORACLE TOWER
3185 N. Oracle Rd 

(between Roger & Prince Roads)
Oct. 26-28

Hanukkah Party
Wednesday, November 28

Invitation on page 9

Award-winning Novelist 
Coming to Book & Author Events 

How come an American author who lives in 
Seattle, Washington, turns out to be the author of 20 
psychological suspense novels placed in England and 
featuring British Inspector Thomas Lynley? To find out, 
be sure to be at the 23rd Annual Book & Author Events 
February 27 and 28, 2019.

Elizabeth George, the first Book & Author writer 
to be announced, will be there to explain her role in 
creating Lynley and his sidekick, Detective Sergeant 
Barbara Havers, whose most recent adventures 
are portrayed in the writer’s latest New York Times 
bestseller, The Punishment She Deserves. About it, the 
Suspense Magazine reviewer raved, “Elizabeth George 

has created journeys for Havers and Lynley before and this, yet again, falls among the 
‘must reads’ in the suspense world. For new readers getting onboard and for those who 
have loved these characters for a while now, this book is one you do not want to miss.”

 The popularity of the Lynley series is evidenced by the fact that 11 of the books have 
been adapted for television by the BBC, many of which have been shown here in the U.S. 
In addition, Ms. George has turned out four young adult novels, one book of nonfiction, 
and two short-story collections.

 Among several prestigious honors, her work has garnered the Anthony and Agatha 
awards, two Edgar Award nominations, and both France and Germany’s first prize for 
crime fiction.

 In 1997, she established the Elizabeth George Foundation, which makes 
grants to unpublished emerging writers as well as to organizations benefiting 
disadvantaged youth. 
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Directory Changes
Please make the following corrections in your 

Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Phyllis Fassler 2500 N Rosemont Blvd #221, 85712
Dr. Janis Gasch  Janis@gaschclan.com
Sara Ross  YogaSara728@gmail.com
Arlene & Martin
 Zuckerman 8215 N Oracle Rd #199, 85704

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 
of BNC wish:

Mary Alderman Happy Special Birthday
If you know of anyone with a simchah (happy event) 

or a sorrow, contact Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, 
CharlotteSH@me.com or 529-8484. A card will be sent 
and an acknowledgment will appear in the bulletin. 

We Wish Our Members…

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
Membership VPs: Roni Bader-Tables, prek01@aol.com or 305-898-5754, and Pam Shaw, PamShaw123@aol.com or 617-593-8300

The Fall Opening Luncheon at The 
Lodge at Ventana Canyon was a 
wonderful event. We were treated 
to terrific food, terrific service, and a 
delightful program featuring Billy Russo, 
Managing Director at Arizona Theater 
Company (ATC). Congratulations to the 
door-prize winners and our big winner. 

Our thanks go to Davya Cohen, Soralé Fortman, and 
their committee. A good time was had by all.

There is still time to support the Book Depot’s sale. It 
continues October 26 to 28 at Oracle Tower, 3185 N. 
Oracle Road, between Prince and Roger Roads. Meg 
Sivitz and Rachel Barker have chosen interesting books 
that can be yours at amazing prices while we continue to 
support The Elaine Lisberg Tucson Chanpter BNC Endowed 
Scholarship Fund to enable a Tucson-area student to attend 
Brandeis University!

Next, we look forward to the Hanukkah Party on 
Wednesday, November 28. Latkes, latkes, here we come! 
Note the date change (from November 29).

Our winter Holiday Party, the End-of-Year Party, is Sunday, 
December 23. More information will follow soon.

Please mark your calendars as we look forward to our 
University on Wheels at the JCC on Wednesday, January 
9, 2019. Maxine Goldstein and Susan Berger have a 
wonderful morning planned. This year, the Brandeis 
University professor will be Dr. Dan Breen, who lectures 
in the Legal Studies Department. One of the topics he 
teaches is “Civil Liberties in America.” He also teaches 
“The Legal Boundaries of Public and Private Life” and 
“Louis Brandeis: Law, Business and Politics.” See page 4 
for more information.

Of course we look forward to our 23rd Annual Book and 
Author Events Wednesday and Thursday, February 27 and 
28, 2019. Please see the front page for more about this. 
Sheila Rothenberg and her committee are once again 
bringing us terrific authors!

Enjoy the weather as the days cool down! Welcome 
back to our many Winter Residents active in this chapter!

Thank you for your continued support of our FUNraising 
and FUNDraising activities.

Marsha Rosenblum, President N

The President’s Corner

Brandeis Heads West
Jo in  us  for  a  Nat iona l  E xecut ive 

Committee meeting in the Brandeis National 
Committee’s Western Region. Attend 
engaging workshops and leadership training 
sessions; meet members of Brandeis, 
alumni, friends, faculty; and more!  

 Save the dates,  January 20–22, 2019, at the Marriott 
Warner Center Plaza, Woodland Hills, California.

If you are interested in attending this great event, 
contact Marsha Rosenblum, Marsha29Ros@earthlink.
net or 529-7477. 

¢

¢
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Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk by Ben 
Fountain is “[An] inspired, blistering war 
novel…. Though it covers only a few hours, 
the book is a gripping, eloquent provocation. 
Class, privilege, power, polit ics, sex, 
commerce, and the life-or-death dynamics 

of battle all figure in Billy Lynn’s surreal game day 
experience,” according to The New York Times.

This is a book discussion you do not want to miss. It 
is a discussion of our society with woefully misplaced 
priorities. The book was a finalist for the National Book 
Award!

You can have an opportunity to read and discuss 
this fascinating, intelligent book at our Freshman Book 
Study Group on Tuesday, January 8, 2019. You will see a 
video of the discussion of the book by the author at the 
New Student Forum for this year’s Brandeis University 
freshmen, followed by a question-and-answer period. 
Jean Nerenberg will lead the presentation of the book, 
the video, and the discussion, as she has done for 
many years.

To sign up, send a check for $20 made out to BNC to 
Terrie Sherman, 7580 E Río Verde Dr., Tucson, AZ 85715, 
with “Freshman Book” in the memo area. 

Freshman Book Be a Big-Shot, a Macher
Support the Book & Author 

evening dinner at Hacienda del 
Sol this year. To keep costs down, 
look like a big shot (a Macher in 
Yiddish), and help pay for wine 
for the meal.

The cost is only $10 per 
individual, $20 per couple. For 
this small donation, you will 
be listed in the 
Book & Author 
Program Book 

as a donor, a Sommelier, as we 
call it, and look like an important 
person in the Tucson Chapter.

Become a Sommelier and join the group 
of people who are honored by the chapter. 
You will be supporting the Brandeis National 
Committee Magnify the Mind program, helping 
with neuroscience research for students and 
faculty.

 Send your check made out to BNC to Steve 
Seltzer, 5001 E. Calle Guebabi, Tucson, AZ 85718, 
with the word “Sommelier” in the memo. 
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the 

university through fundraising and through activities that 

reflect the values on which the university was founded: 

academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and 

service to the community. 

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

•	 Go	to	www.tucsonbnc.org.  
•	 Click	on	the	GO	button.
•	 Buy	anything from Amazon.
•	 The	Tucson	Chapter	will	benefit	from	all	your
	 Amazon	purchases	made	this	way.

Social Justice/ 
Community Service
The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 

reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
school supplies.

Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless 
women. We help by donating walking shoes, sweat clothes, 
towels, twin-bed sheets in good condition, and women’s 
hygiene products.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com 
or 615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

University on Wheels
Every year, Brandeis 

University sends us a 
p r o f e s s o r  ove r  t h e 
winter recess to speak 
to our chapter. The next 
University on Wheels 

event will take place on Wednesday, January 9.
Our speaker this year is Dan Breen, PhD, 

a lecturer in the legal studies program 
at Brandeis. One of his courses is “Louis 
Brandeis: Law, Business and Politics.” He 
also teaches “The Legal Boundaries of 
Public and Private Life,” “Civil Liberties in 
America,” “Business Law,” and “Science 
on Trial.”

Please mark this on your calendar, as 
it is always a fascinating and inspiring 
function. We have a continental breakfast and then 
a wonderful lecture by an expert in her or his field. A 
question-and-answer period follows. 

Dan Breen

There is still room in 
two of our wonderful 
Study Group book clubs:

The Nonfiction Book 
Club  s t i l l  ha s  some 
space for participants. 
Leader Barbara Wilder 

is a trained Great Books teacher, so this class should be 
especially interesting.

Similarly, the Short Story Book Club has room for 
more students. Short stories are easy to read and make 
for great discussion.

To join either or both of these, send your $20 per person 
per Study Group made out to BNC to Terrie Sherman, 
7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson, AZ 85715, and mark the 
name of the course on the memo part of the check. 

Two Exciting Book Clubs
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Susan Berger was born in Chicago. She attended the 
University of Illinois, where she received a degree in 
English, which led to a teaching position in the Chicago 
Public Schools. She loved the kids, but didn’t enjoy teaching. 
Next, she was an editor for a major textbook publisher, 
putting together high school literature anthologies. Still 
she wasn’t satisfied.

Then, she discovered that only one half of one percent 
of CPA’s were women. She went back to school at night, 
taking the courses she needed to sit for the CPA exam.  
Ultimately, Susan was a founding partner of a very 
successful local firm. She loved it! But at the same time, 
she had another love—photography. 

Susan discovered her love for photography in 1970 
when she bought her first serious camera in anticipation 
of a trip to Europe. When she returned from that trip, she 
immediately built a darkroom and taught herself to print 
her own photos. She put it all aside when she started to 
study accounting, but sleeping dogs don’t lie. After the 
success of her firm, she started thinking about photography 
again. An artist friend encouraged her to attend Andersen 
Ranch, an art ranch in Snowmass, Colorado. She did and 
was enthralled all over again. Thereafter, she went to the 
ranch every summer. Ultimately, she attended Columbia 
College in Chicago at night to round out her education. 
When her firm was moving into new offices, Susan was 
given the task of working with the architect to design 
thm. She carved out a small space and built a darkroom 
for herself. Thereafter, she spent weekdays working with 
her clients and the weekends in the darkroom.

It was on one of her trips to Snowmass that Susan met a 
fellow photographer, Robert Lanier. They had a wonderful 
two weeks together there, which led to a five-year long-
distance relationship. He lived in Savannah, Georgia. 
Finally, it was time for Susan to give up her accounting 
career, focus on her photography, and live in the same 
time zone with Robert. 

Tucson interested them because of the Center for 
Creative Photography. They came to Tucson to visit some 
friends who had just moved there and bought a house that 
same weekend. The house then sat vacant for two years 
until they were both ready to start this new life.

It was hard for Susan to adjust to this new place. She 
wishes she had known about Brandeis when she first 
arrived. Now that she’s joined Brandeis, she says she 
feels that she has found her home. She’s thrilled to be 

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders .. Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Meet Your Study 
Group Leader

Your Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Rosenblum
VPs of the Book Business . . . . . . .Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership . . . . . . . .  Roni Bader-Tables &Pam Shaw
Vice-President of Communications . . . . . . . . . . .Steve Seltzer
Vice-Presidents of Study Groups . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Friedman
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Wilder
Financial Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretaries. . . . Sandra Lachter & Karen Loeb
Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marilyn Sternstein
Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Soralé Fortman

Questions? Leave a message on the Book Depot phone, 
747-3224 or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com. 

2018-2019
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Book Sale  October 19–21, 26–28
Board Meeting*  Monday, November 5
Hanukkah Party  Wednesday, November 28
Board Meeting*  Monday, December 3
Year-End Party  Sunday, December 23
Board Meeting*  Monday, January 7
University on Wheels Wednesday, January 9
Board Meeting*  Monday, February 4
We Love Our Members Event Thursday, February 14
Book & Author Dinner Wednesday, February 27
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, February 28
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 4
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 1
Spring Luncheon and Installation Tuesday, April 9
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 6

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Continued on page 7, in the center
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Study Group Committee
T h e  S t u d y  G r o u p 

Commit tee, under the 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  R u t h 
Friedman, is recommending 
a number of changes for 
next year.

Because so many people failed to receive the business 
mailing (often called “bulk” or “junk” mailing) of the Study 
Group Guide, we plan to mail next year’s Guide in an 
envelope by first-class mail.

We will no longer offer new Study Groups for the year 
after the Study Group Guide has been completed.

We have a plan to appoint a contact person for many 
Study Groups. That person will notify members of the 
class that they are in the class and, for each class date, will 
request people to let them know if they are attending. In 
every case, the Study Group Committee Vice-President 
will be notified. 

Book & Author Committee
The Book & Author Committee, 

under the guidance of Author 
S e l e c t i o n  C h a i r  S h e i l a 
Rothenberg, wants everyone in 
the Tucson Chapter to reserve the 
dates of February 27 and 28 for 
the big events.

The February 27 Dinner Event will be held in the Casa 
Feliz room at Hacienda del Sol. We will have a question-
and-answer event with the authors following the dinner 
again this year.

The February 28 Luncheon will be held at Skyline Country 
Club with its wonderful buffet. We plan to continue our 
Boutique, the Silent Auction, the book sales by Mostly 
Books, author signings, and will have high school English 
class students attending as our guests.

We will be announcing our authors with monthly articles 
in this bulletin. 

The Book Drop at the Tucson JCC
The Book Bin (or Book Drop) at the Tucson JCC has been moved back to the main parking 

lot, toward the River Road end of the lot. It is clearly marked and an easy place to drop off 
your no longer needed books for the Book Depot.

If you have multiple boxes of books for the Book Depot, leave a message at the Book Depot 
phone, 747-3224, and arrangements will be made to pick up your books. The books sold by 
this chapter support the Elaine Lisberg Endowed Scholarship, preferably for a Tucson-area 
student at Brandeis University. 
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Next Board Meeting
Monday, November 5, 2018

10:00 a.m. to noon
Dusenberry-River Library

5605 E. River Rd. at Craycroft Rd.
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.

Donor Message Recipient
Learned Research Journal

Sandy & Harvey Grasfield Happy 80th birthdays to two very special people Janet & Steve Seltzer

Elaine Lisberg Scholarship Fund Card
Maureen Gold Happy 75th birthday! Mary Alderman
Harriet & Len Kronman Wishing you a speedy and full recovery Ron Sivitz
Harriet & Len Kronman Happy 60th wedding anniversary Sheila & Bob Rothenberg

Goldfarb Library Card
Brandeis Friends Wishing you a speedy and complete recovery from surgery Arlene Gray 

Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison ......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot phone (leave a message) ............747-3224
Chapter Web site ........................... www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail .................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook ...............................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Express Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well 
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The 
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah 
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
 $5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50, Light of Reason Card.
 $10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $25.50 or more, Elaine Lisberg Scholarship Fund Card
 $36.50, Learned Research Journal
 $56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
 $500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.

surrounded by such smart women and is making wonderful friends. She continues her love of reading and loves the 
lively discussions in the Contemporary Fiction group, and there are so many opportunities to surround herself with 
art: Art Talks, Gotta Have Art, Tucson Murals, Southwestern Pottery and Jewelry, Classical Music That Tells a Story, 
and the group she’s leading, Art by Brandeis. 

Meet Your Study Group Leader continued from page 5
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Tucson Chapter Calendar November 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
1 Intermed 

Mah Jongg

2
1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

3 5:30 
Single 
Women’s 
Circle

4 DST Ends 5 10 Board 
Meeting

 11 Tai Chi
1 Social 

Bridge
2 Art Talks 

6 10 Begin 
Mah Jongg
10:30 Wres-

tling Faith
1 Foreign Film
TBD Movie 

Tuesday

7 11 Yoga 1
12 Contemp.  

Fiction

8 1 Gotta 
Have Art

6:30 Couples 
Dine

9
 1 Begin 
Mah Jongg
11:30 Short 

Story 
Book Club

10

11
Veterans 

Day

12 8 Hiking
11 Tai Chi
12:30 Sit ’N’ 

Stitch
1 Social 

Bridge

13
10 Begin 
Mah Jongg

14 11 Yoga 1 
10 Page 

Turners
12 Men’s 

Book Club

15
1 Intermed 

Mah Jongg
2 Art by 

Brandeis

16
1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

17

18 19 1 Social 
Bridge

20 8 Hiking
10 Begin 
Mah Jongg
10:30 Health
1 Remember 

the 1950s

21 11 Yoga 1
11:30 Mys-

tery Books
6:30 Cou-

ples Int’l.
Dining

22
Thanksgiving

23
1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

24

25 26 8 Hiking
12 Nonfic-

tion Books
1 Social 

Bridge

27 10 Begin 
Mah Jongg

28 11 Yoga 1
12 Ethnic 

Lunch
4 Hanukkah 

Party

29 10 Wom-
en in the 
Bible

30

Daylight Savings Ends, November 4; Veterans Day, November 11, celebrated November 12; Thanksgiving, No-
vember 22, 2018.

Are You a Creative Writer?
If you are a creative writer, you could join  the staff of the Tucson Chapter’s bulletin each month. 

We could use people who are thoughtful, intelligent, and have good grammar. You could help 
write or rewrite articles and advertisements. If you can create copy that is both fun and intriguing, 
while also producing quality results, you will be someone who is constantly working to improve 
upon the most recent great idea.

You may also help with the layout design of the bulletin to make it exciting for our members 
and others who end up reading this communication. Creativity in writing and appearance is what we are looking for.

Contact Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com or 299-3788, if you think you have what we are seeking. 
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It’s a Party!
Happy Hanukkah!

Wednesday, November 28,  
4:00 to 7:00 P.M., at

Congregation 
Anshei Israel,

Cantor Falkow Lounge
Latkes, latkes, latkes, and more for only $25 per person.

Enjoy  Hanukkah gift shopping also.
Entertainment: Cantorial Soloist

Nicole Chorny, with Hanukkah Music.
Profits support the 

Elaine Lisberg Endowed
Scholarship Fund.
Bring toiletries, 

personal-care items, 
and diapers for Emerge! 
Center Against Domestic 

Abuse.

Yes, I’m coming to the Hanukkah Party at $25 per 
person. Anything you contribute over $12 is tax- 
deductible.

Name(s) ______________________________________

______________________________________________

Phone & e-mail ________________________________

Send your check payable to BNC to Marilyn 
Sternstein, 5765 N. Finisterra Dr., Tucson, AZ 85750, 
by November 20.
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DECEMBER 
23
Year-End Party

NOVEMBER 
28
Hanukkah Party

JANUARY 9
University on Wheels
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News from Brandeis University

Congratulations to Paula Apsell ’69! The long-time senior executive director of the PBS 
science program “Nova” is the first science journalist to receive the Lifetime Achievement 
Emmy Award. The official ceremony took place on October 1 at the Frederick P. Rose Hall at 
Lincoln Center in New York City.

From its humble beginnings at Boston’s WGBH station as an obscure documentary show, 
“Nova” has grown under Apsell’s leadership into a worldwide smash hit. The series is now the 
most popular science series on American television, with an average of 5 million viewers per 
episode, and one of the top science sites online. “It’s very rewarding to see science journalism 
— so important in this era where science is under attack — recognized,” she pointed out.

Apsell has said her interest in science started at Brandeis. In her work-study job at Brandeis, she scanned bubble 
chamber photos—images of subatomic particles making their way through a superheated transparent liquid—in the 
high-energy physics labs of Sandy Wolf and Lawrence Kirsch.

“The first class that really excited me was a physical science course,” Apsell said in an interview in 1998. “I was 
fascinated by [the] lectures on the Copernican Revolution and the power of scientific thinking to change society.”

Apsell started at WGBH soon after she graduated, did stints at other radio and TV outlets, and in 1985 took over 
the reins at “Nova.” Her current titles now also include senior executive producer of NOVA scienceNOW and director 
of the WGBH Science Unit.

The show has won 27 Emmys. Though there are now plenty of other science programs on TV, none can match the 
commitment of “Nova” to working with educators and spreading the gospel of science to American classrooms.

“Under Paula Apsell’s leadership, ‘Nova’ has done more to enhance the public understanding of science than any 
show on American television,” David Winn, senior vice president of the News & Documentary Emmy Awards, said 
in July ,when the honor was announced. 

Paula Apsell ’69 Honored with Special Emmy Award


