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Two Prize-Winning Thriller Writers
Coming to BOOK & AUTHOR Events
Pe r ha p s t he f i r st
thing many people
would ask bestselling
author Nevada Barr is
about her first name.
No, it’s not a western
movie star nickname
and, despite the fact
that she was born in
Yerington, Nevada,
that’s not the source
either. It turns out
that she was named after a character in her
father’s favorite book. With that out of the way,
let’s look at the more interesting things in Barr’s
career as we welcome her to the 2020 Book &
Author Events.
After graduating from the Universit y of
California, Irvine, with a master’s degree in drama,
she spent 18 years in New York and Minneapolis,
doing radio voice-overs, commercials, and
industrial training films and on stage. She became
interested in environmental affairs and began
working in National Parks during the summers,

A half-century ago,
singer Johnny C a sh
introduced arguably his
greatest hit, humorist
Shel Silverstein’s “A
Boy Named Sue,” in a
concert at San Quentin
State Prison. Now, we
are about to welcome—
stretching it a bit—a gal
named Hank to the
2020 Book & Author
Events.
We’ll let Hank Phillippi Ryan tell our audiences
in person when she gets here how she morphed
from Harriet to Hank. On our part, though, let’s
cite her illustrious dual career as a groundbreaking
investigative reporter and a bestselling thriller
writer.
After serving as a legislative assistant in
Washington on the Senate Judiciary Committee,
then in Rolling Stone’s Washington Bureau, she
followed stints at WTHR-TV in Indianapolis and
WSB-TV in Atlanta to her current berth as principal

Continued on page 4, left column
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M e m be rs h ip

P a g e

Membership VPs: Phyllis Schwartz, 354-2366, and Tammy Strobel, TStrobel1234@gmail.com or 516-429-0222

Give to a Student
Marilyn Lobell, Social
Just ic e/C om munit y
Service Chair, suggests
that you help a high school
s t u d e nt i n t h e Yo u t h
On T heir Own ( YOTO)
program by giving them
a holiday present of clothing or full-size bathroom and
cosmetic supplies. These students have no home or live
on their own. You can get decent clothing and other
supplies at dollar stores for a very low price.
To donate, contact Marilyn at MMLobell@msn.com
or 615-0877.

I t ’s h a r d t o i m a g i n e , b u t t h e
winter holidays are just around the
corner! Please mark your calendars
to celebrate the season at our
year end Winter Holiday Part y on
Tuesday, December 17. Steve Seltzer
a n d B a r b a ra W i l d e r p l a n a f u n
and yummy party. See details and
invitation on page 3.
Before you know it, 2020 will be here and so will more
exciting events planned with you in mind. On Wednesday,
January 8, 2020, we will welcome William Flesch, Ph.D.,
an English professor from Brandeis University, to be our
speaker for University On Wheels (UOW). We will meet
at 9:30 a.m. for a continental breakfast in the Heritage
Room at the Tucson JCC. The program will begin at 10:00.
Please see page 5 for a biography of Dr. Flesch. His very Don’t forget to save the following dates:
interesting topic is “How Movies Work,” a discussion of
December 17, for the Year-End Party.
the movies from silent films to talkies. Lisa Ungar, chair
January 8, for University on Wheels.
of the event, will eagerly welcome you.
February 14, for We Love Our Members.
Next, please mark Friday, February 14, 2020, for our We
March 4 and 5, for Book & Author Events.
Love Our Members event.
March is very exciting! We eagerly anticipate our
Book & Author Events. Chair Sheila Rothenberg and her
committee will welcome you on Wednesday evening,
March 4, 2020, for dinner and conversation with the
authors at Hacienda del Sol. Thursday, March 5, please join
The food for the Year-End Party will be a pot-luck dairy
us for our Luncheon with our four exciting authors speaking,
the Silent Auction, a Men’s and Women’s Boutique, and book meal prepared by members of the board and others. It will
sales with book signings. Be sure to mark your calendars now. include latkes for Hanukkah, Christmas cookies, and food
for the New Year.
This event is never to be missed!
Meg Sivitz, Rachel Barker, and our Book Depot
committee work hard daily to make it possible to send a
qualified Tucson-area student to Brandeis University each
year through the Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Endowed
Scholarship. This year, our Tucson-area student is Hannah
Weisman. She is very grateful to receive this scholarship.
Please remember to donate your treasured, but no longer
needed, books to the Depot!
Anticipate joining a committee in 2020.
Happy Holidays!
Joanna Trujillo is not a member of this chapter. Please
Marsha Rosenblum, President N
remove her from your Membership List.

Year-End Party Food

Tucson Chapter, BNC
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4 to 6 p.m.

Page 3 of 13

December 2019

Finisterra
Clubhouse

$20 per
Person

A Social event
Finisterra Clubhouse

6666 N. Finisterra Dr. at Clubhouse Dr.

Food And beverages

Holiday Party!
Bring teen
hygiene
products and
high school
supplies.

Chairs: Steve Seltzer

& Barbara Wilder

Yes, I’m coming to the Year-End Party at $20 per person.
Anything contributed over $15 is tax-deductible. I’m not coming,
but will donate $_____ to support .

Name(s)_____________________________________________
Phone & e-mail______________________________________
____________________________________________________
Send your check payable to BNC to Marilyn Sternstein,
5765 E. Finisterra Dr., Tucson, AZ 85750, by December
11, 2019.
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Nevada Barr Bio Continued from page 1
including Michigan’s Isle Royale, Texas’ Guadalupe
Mountains, and Colorado’s Mesa Verde, and then
became a permanent park ranger at the Natchez
Trace Parkway in Mississippi.
Along the way, Barr began to write a series of
novels featuring Anna Pigeon, a park ranger and
detective. In 1993, Track of the Cat won both the
Agatha and Anthony awards for best first mystery,
and soon she resigned to focus on writing when
her books became a success. That they have
is evidenced by the constant presence of the
Pigeon books on bestseller lists as fast as they
come out and the awards they have garnered.
In 2011, the National Parks Conservation
Association honored her with the Robin W.
Winks Award for Enhancing Public Understanding
of National Parks, and Barr’s work and writing
have had a major impact in a time when climate
change and the environment have become such
a worldwide concern.
Nevada Barr will be a welcome addition
to Book & Author ’s long roster of thriller
writers on March 4 and 5, 2020, discussing
her latest novel, What Rose Forgot, a standalone; the adventures of Anna Pigeon; and
our endangered national parks.

Page 4 of 13

Hank Phillippi Ryan Bio

Continued
from page 1

reporter for the investigative unit of WHDH-TV in
Boston. Her work there has led to new laws and
millions of dollars in restitution for crime victims
and consumers. Along the way, she has amassed
a breathtaking 34 Emmy Awards, 14 Edward R.
Murrow Awards, and dozens of other honors for
her reporting.
Somehow, Hank has managed to find enough
time to turn out 11 mystery novels in addition to
these journalistic triumphs. Her crime fiction has
generated an almost equally impressive roster of
awards in that field, at last look encompassing
five Agathas, three Anthonys, the Daphne, two
Macavitys, and for her bestselling The Other
Woman, the coveted Mary Higgins Clark Award.
It’s no wonder national reviews have cited her as
a “master at crafting suspenseful mysteries” and
“a superb and gifted storyteller.”
With her latest thriller, The Murder List, just out, we
look forward to welcoming a gal named Hank to
Book & Author on March 4 and 5, 2020.

Book & Author News
You can help: Solicit to the Silent Auction from your
restaurants, hairdressers, and more. Obtain ads for the
Program Book from your dentists, physicians, hairdresser
or barber, and manicurist. Become a Sommelier for only
$10 per person.
To do any or all of these, contact Sheila Rothenberg,
Sheila.Tucson@comcast.net or 232-9559.

Delighted Praise for Dinner with the Authors
When Book & Author Day dawned last February 29, Sheila Rothenberg, as committee chair, was prepared for a
day of making certain everything ran smoothly. What she didn’t expect were the accolades she kept receiving about
the previous evening’s Dinner with the Authors at Hacienda del Sol’s historic Casa Feliz Room from members who
had attended.
Additionally, there were subsequent laudatory online comments, typified by the following from Ruth Friedman,
then Vice-President of Study Groups: “[The occasion] was wonderful. The room was perfect, the dinner was delicious,
and the Question and Answer was entertaining. I have to admit that my husband came as a favor to me, but he left
very impressed with a successful event. Hats off to you and your committee. It was very well prepared and executed.”
Don’t just take Ruth’s word for it. When the invitation to 2020s Book & Author Events arrive (March 4 and 5, 2020),
be sure to sign up for an equally delightful experience.
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“New Student Forum” Book for Our Members
The incoming freshman class at Brandeis University read Swing Time by Zadie Smith in preparation for
the author to discuss the book with the class during freshman week (called the “New Student Forum”). It
is a custom of our chapter to read the identical book and to discuss it each year.
As in the past, Jean Nerenberg has agreed to lead the discussion and share the author on video at
Brandeis with the student’s Q & A session. Meg Sivitz has arranged the program, which will be held January
22, from 1 to 3 p.m., at Northern Trust on Sunrise. Meg has purchased several used copies online for
our members and will resell them for her cost of $7 per book. Now is the time to start this “intimate and global” novel.
Contact Meg at megaron3@msn.com or 237-4373 to make arrangements to attend for an $18 donation.

Who Are Our Authors for Book & Author Events?

We have an exciting group of four authors for our Book & Author Events:
Todd Purdum, former White House correspondent for The New York Times,
has written Something Wonderful: Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Broadway
Revolution, which was featured in our November bulletin.
Nevada Barr, featured on page 1 of this bulletin, writes the Anna Pigeon
series, and her latest book is a stand-alone titled What Rose Forgot.
Hank Phillippi Ryan, also written up on page 1 of this bulletin, has written
11 suspense novels, which have earned her numerous awards. Her latest is
The Murder List. Hank is also an investigative reporter at Boston’s WHDH-TV
and has garnered 36 Emmys and 14 Edward R. Murrow awards..
James McGrath Morris has written the definitive book about Joseph
Pulitzer, Pulitzer: A Life in Politics,Print and Power.

University on Wheels Speaker, Dr. William Flesch
Dr. William Flesch will be featured in our Wednesday, January 8, University on Wheels event,
discussing “How Movies Work.” He will describe how Hollywood has been known as the “dream
factory” since at least the 1930s, when, with the coming of sound, movie makers figured out how
to create worlds as realistic and as unrealistic as dreams. When we dream or watch a movie, we go
into another world. What makes it a world, in a way that a novel or a play can’t be? And what makes
us care so much about what happens to two-dimensional characters?
Put less dramatically, how do American movies combine editing and story to absorb us so
fully into the dreams they manufacture? Professor Flesch will lead a discussion about movies
ranging from Buster Keaton to “Avatar” and genres from crime films to musicals.
Dr. Flesch’s research interests include the Renaissance, film theory, philosophy, contemporary poetry, 20th-century
comparative literature, Henry James, and Freudian psychoanalysis. He describes his interests as working on the nature
of literary experience from Homer through present-day movies, and on what an accurate description of literary
experience can offer evolutionary psychologists and cognitive theorists. He received his bachelor’s degree at Yale
University and his master’s and doctorate degrees at Cornell University. He his received the Lerman-Neubauer Prize
for Excellence in Teaching and Mentoring at Brandeis (2003) and the Marver & Sheva Bernstein Faculty Fellowship
at Brandeis (1989-1990); and the Michael L. Walzer Award for Excellence in Teaching at Brandeis (1988-1989).
He is the author, most recently, of Comeuppance: Costly Signaling, Altruistic Punishment, and Other Biological Components
of Fiction (Harvard University Press, 2008) and The Facts on File Companion to 19th Century British Literature. He teaches
the history of poetry as well as the theory of poetic and narrative form at Brandeis and has been International Chair
Professor at the National Taipei University of Technology, Old Dominion Fellow of the Humanities Council, and
Visiting Professor at Princeton.
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BOOK FUND

We’ve heard about recession,
And we’ve heard about depression.
We know all about inflation
And the burden of taxation.
But we’re stating our position
On this urgent Brandeis mission.
Our message will be terse.
Things could go from bad to “verse”!
So we ask you not to tarry
In supporting the library.
Book Fund counts on your donation
To improve the situation.
For your kind cooperation
We express appreciation.
P.S. If you follow our instruction,
You can take a tax deduction!

Become a Sommelier

& Author Dinner.

Now is your opportunity to
have your name featured in the
Book & Author Program Book.
For only $10 per person, you
can become a “Sommelier,” one
of the people who supports the
purchase of wine for the Book

Your support of the Book & Author
Events, our largest money-maker event
for supporting the students, faculty,
librar ies, and neurodegenerat ive
disease research and scholarships at
Brandeis University, will help improve our bottom line
for this support.
Send your check (at $10 per person) made to BNC to
Steve Seltzer, 5001 E. Calle Guebabi, Tucson, AZ 85718,
with the names of the donors printed on the check.

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis
•
•
•
•

Go to www.tucsonbnc.org.
Click on the GO button.
Buy anything from Amazon.
The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
Amazon purchases made this way.

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing
philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished
liberal arts and research university founded by the American
Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the
university through fund-raising and through activities that
reflect the values on which the university was founded:
academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and
service to the community.

Social Justice/
Community Service

The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman,
reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need
of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.
Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and
high school supplies.
Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless
women. We help by donating walking shoes, sweatclothes,
towels, twin-bed sheets in good condition, and women’s
hygiene products.
Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com
or 615-0877.
Nobody can help everybody,
but everybody can help somebody!
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Meet Your Study
Group Leader
Fred Scheinfeld, leader of the Jewish Supreme Court
Justices Study Group, was born in Brooklyn and lived in the
East New York, Brownsville, and Bensonhurst sections of
Brooklyn until he was 17 years old, when his family moved
to North Bellmore, Long Island. After marriage, he lived
in Freeport, NY, until his National Guard Basic Training
in Fort Dix, New Jersey, then Fresh Meadows, Queens,
NY; Hauppauge, NY, in 1972; Westbury, NY, in 1987; and
Tucson, Arizona, since June 2016.
Fred graduated from Lafayette High School in Brooklyn
and went to Adelphi College as not quite a 17-year-old in
1955, graduating with a BA with a government and history
major. He went on to Brooklyn Law School, graduating
in 1961. He was admitted to the New York State Bar, the
Southern and Eastern United States District Courts in New
York, and the U.S. Tax Court; and approved to argue cases
before the Supreme Court of the United States.
Fred is married to Marty Scheinfeld. They have three
children, Julie, Laurel, and Jayson, and three grandchildren,
Jack, Elliot, and Sarah.
After Fred’s basic training in the N.Y. State National
Guard, he started his career in law, working for Fuchsberg
and Fuchsberg, then Schneider, Kleinick, Weitz and
Damashak, both in Manhattan; and Eisenberg & Solomon
in Lake Success, N.Y., and was in private practice until 1974.
He then went into private practice as Penn and Scheinfeld
from 1974 to 1981. The practice was mainly matrimonial,
corporate, wills and estates, and real estate. In 1981, Fred
had a heart attack and left the practice. When he was ready
to practice again, he went into private practice in 1982 in
Smithtown and Huntington, N.Y., and rejoined his partner,
Robert Penn in 1994. The latter passed away in 1996, and
Fred was in private practice in Mineola, N.Y., until he retired
in June 2016.
When Fred was in high school, his dad told him that
the one thing they can’t take away from a person is
one’s education. That has stuck with Fred all his life, and
he is always inquisitive about history, current events,
and the beautiful country he lives in, striving to be the
best person he can. He remembers his dad asking him
what he wanted to do with his life when he finished
college. Fred told him that he would like to go into the
Foreign Service for the U.S. Government. His father
said, “No,” and Fred was stunned and asked why not?
His father said, “A Jewish boy has to sink roots and in

Continued on page 8, left column

2019-2020
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*		
Year-End Party		
Board Meeting*		
University on Wheels
Freshman Book		
Board Meeting*		
We Love Our Members Event
Board Meeting*		
Book & Author Dinner
Book & Author Luncheon
Spring Luncheon and Installation
Board Meeting*		
Board and Planning Meeting*

Monday, December 2
Tuesday, December 17
Monday, January 6
Wednesday, January 8
Wednesday, January 22
Monday, February 3
Friday, February 14
Monday, March 2
Wednesday, March 4
Thursday, March 5
Thursday, April 2
Monday, April 6
Monday, May 4

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Your Officers
President.......................................................... Marsha Rosenblum
Vice President of Book & Author...................Sheila Rothenberg
VPs of the Book Business.............. Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund........................................ Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership............ Phyllis Schwartz & Tammy Strobel
Vice-President of Communications.......................Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups.....................Maxine Goldstein
Recording Secretary................................................Terry Williams
Financial Secretary.................................................Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretaries........Sandra Lachter & Karen Loeb
Treasurer............................................................Marilyn Sternstein
Chapter Advisor.....................................................Soralé Fortman

Questions? Leave a message on the Book Depot phone,
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com.

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief................................................... Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison........................................................ Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor......................................... Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders... Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May.
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month.
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Meet Your... Continued from page 6
that kind of work, the Government will send you all
over the world every few years and you will not be
able to sink roots.”
“OK,” Fred said as a dutiful son and went to law school
instead. You know the rest of the story. One little aside
to that is that when Fred’s parents retired in 1978, they
moved to Florida. Six months later, Fred’s kid brother sold
his business and house and he and his family moved three
blocks from their parents. A year later, his sister and her
family did the same. Now, his father asked Fred when
he was coming, and Fred said, “I won’t.” His father was
surprised. Fred said, “Dad, you told me that a Jewish boy
has to sink roots and sink roots I did. I am not moving
to Florida.”
Having practiced for 55 years, Fred decided that it was
time for a break, and Marty and he moved to Tucson in June
2016, They picked Tucson because his wife hated Florida.
Their son Jayson had gone to the University of Arizona
and returned to New York. About 10 years ago, their son
moved back to Tucson, as he loved the area and had friends
here from college days. Having visited him here, and years
ago having visited the in-laws in Phoenix and Scottsdale,
the Scheinfelds decided that their retirement should be in
Tucson. Phoenix was too much like New York City, and they
wanted the country. Fred has learned that you can put off
for tomorrow what you don’t feel like doing today.
Fred is a racquetball player and continues to play
twice a week. He just loves it, as it keeps him fit and he
needs something to rid him of frustration and anxiety.
He joined a ROMEOs (Retired Old Men Eating Out)
group and enjoys the weekly lunch and gin rummy game
with his new buddies. The Scheinfelds go to theatre
with season tickets and enjoy the Tucson Roadrunners
hockey team.
The Scheinfelds joined Brandeis because they still
have a love for knowledge and education. They joined
Southern Arizona Jewish Federation, Northwest Division,
for friendship and education, and now Fred leads the men’s
group on tours around Tucson, learning about the area
they live in. The group has toured the Arizona Supreme
Court, the Immigration Court, and the Train Museum,
among other places, and are planning tours of the Tucson
International Airport, radio and TV stations, and more
places.
The Scheinfelds have met some very wonderful people
here in Tucson, and their friends are their underpinnings
for a wonderful life here. They have sunk very happy,
wonderful roots here in Tucson.
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Our Chapter Scholarship
Our Tucson Chapter is one
of the few chapters of the
Brandeis National Committee
(BNC) that supports its own
scholarship for a local-area
student to Brandeis University. Our Elaine Lisberg Tucson
Chapter BNC Endowed Scholarship now has $333,272.42
as its principal. The interest that Brandeis University earns
on that principal goes to the scholarship.
The profit from book sales from our Book Depot all goes
toward the scholarship, as does the earnings from most of
our events and donations made to the fund.

Give Us Your Books
Do you have too many books? Are your book shelves
full? Donate your unwanted books to our Book Depot.
You can drop them off at the book drop by Tucson Jewish
Community Center or in front of the Oracle Tower Mall
on Oracle Road, south of Roger Road. If you need a tax
receipt, call and leave a message at 747-3224.
If you have a large number of books, we can pick them
up. Call 747-3224 and leave your name and telephone
number.
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We had a highly successful Fall Opening Luncheon in the Lodge at Ventana Canyon. The food was excellent and
the speaker, Dr. Nicola Finley gave a wonderful talk. Here are the photos below.

Luncheon Co-chairs
Davya Cohen and Shelly Picus

Davya Cohen, Barbara Wilder,
Shelly Picus,
and Marilyn Goldstein

Rachel Barker at the Silent Auction
Davya Cohen
making an announcement

Registration Table with Patrice Brown,
Soralé Fortman, and Ellen Saltonstall
on the right

Roggie Edberg, Shelly Abell,
Susan Chaiken, and
Shelly Picus

Lois Bodin, Chapter President Marsha
Rosenblum, speaker Dr. Nicola Finley,
and Davya Cohen
Violet Juodakis, Ellen Adelstein,
and Patrice Brown

Dr. Nicola Finley speaking

Tucson Chapter, BNC
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Exp ress Your Thoughtfulness
Wit h a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick,
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
$5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
$10.50, Light of Reason Card.
$10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
$14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
$18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
$25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
$25.50 or more, Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
$36.50, Learned Research Journal
$56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
$100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
$500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Brandeis Friends

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.
Recipient
Learned Research Journal Folio
Condolences on the death of father Samuel Ordway.
Lynn Cramer

Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends
Janet & Steve Seltzer

Learned Research Journal
Wishing a speedy recovery from your fall.
Mazel tov on moving into your new home.
Condolences on the death of mother Thelma Frankel.

Donor

Message

Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends
Marsha Rosenblum
Marsha Rosenblum
Janet & Steve Seltzer

Fay Roos
Lisa Ungar & Dr. Bob Fridrich
Maggie Taylor, Larry & Joey Berlin

Elaine Lisberg Tucson Chapter BNC Endowed Scholarship Card
Condolences on the death of mother Thelma Frankel.
Maggie Taylor, Larry & Joey Berlin
Mazel tov on moving into your new home.
Lisa Ungar & Dr. Bob Fridrich
Condolences on the death of husband Joel Holland.
Laura Holland
Mazel tov on becoming Director of Jesteretts (Women’s Shriners).
Terry Williams
Condolences on the death of father Samuel Ordway.
Lynn Cramer
Happy 80th birthday.
Richard Siegel
Get well quickly.
Terrie Sherman

Brandeis Friends
Morleen Novitt

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Condolences on the death of mother Thelma Frankel.
Condolences on the death of husband Joel Holland.

Soralé Fortman
Tammy Strobel

Goldfarb Library Card
Condolences on the death of father Samuel Ordway.
Get well quickly.

Tammy & Alan Strobel

Philanthropy, Learning, and Community Card
Congratulations on your new granddaughter Sayde.

Maggie Taylor, Larry & Joey Berlin
Laura Holland
Lynn Cramer
Terrie Sherman
Terrie Sherman

Contact the Bulletin

Steve Seltzer, Editor................ 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison.......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter

Book Depot phone (leave a message).............747-3224
Chapter Web site............................ www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail..................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook................................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Next Board Meeting

Monday, December 2, 2019
10:00 a.m. to noon
Martha Cooper Library
1377 North Catalina Avenue
All members are encouraged to come.

Tucson Chapter, BNC
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Tucson Chapter Calendar December 2019
Sunday
1 7 Live
Theatre

Monday
2 9 Tai Chi 1
10 Board
Meeting
10:30 Tai
Chi 2
1 Social
Bridge
1:30 Giving
Back
85
9 8:30 Hiking
97 Orchard 9 Tai Chi 1
Street
10:30 Tai
Chi 2
1 Social
Bridge
2 Art Talks
15
16 9 Tai Chi 1
10:30 Tai
Chi 2
12:30 Sit ’N’
Stitch
1 Social
Bridge
Hanukkah
22
23 8:30 Hiking
9 Tai Chi 1
1 Social
Bridge

Tuesday
3 1 Foreign
Film
TBD Movie
Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday
Friday
Saturday
4
5 1 Social
6 1 Begin
7
12 Contemp. Mah Jongg Mah Jongg 5:30 Single
Fiction
6 Couples
Women’s
Dine
Circle

10

11 10 Page 12 9 Walk,
Turners
Talk
12 Men’s
1 Gotta
Book Club Have Art

Hanukkah
29

31 New
Jan. 1 New
Year’s Eve
Year’s Day

30 1 Social
Bridge

13 1 Begin 14
Mah Jongg
2 Tea Time

17 1 Everyone’s 18 11:30
19 1 Social
20 1 Begin 21
a Critic
Mystery
Mah Jongg Mah Jongg
4 Year-end
Books
1 Tucson
1 Short
Party
6:30 Couples Murals
Stories
Internat.
Dining

24 1 Jewish 25
Supreme Christmas
Court
Christmas
Eve

26 9 Walk,
Talk

27 1 Begin 28
Mah Jongg

Hanukkah, December 22 (evening) to December 30; Christmas Eve, December 24; Christmas, December 25; New
Year’s Eve, December 31, 2019; New Year’s Day, January 1, 2020.

Support Brandeis with Donations

Tucson Chapter, BNC
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News from Brandeis University
Passing of Morton Mandel, Brandeis University Benefactor

Morton and Barbara Mandel at the
groundbreaking for the
Mandel Center for the Humanities in 2008

Morton Mandel, P’73, H’89, who was one of Brandeis University’s greatest
benefactors, died on Oct. 16 at the age of 98. His was a rags-to-riches tale
crowned by remarkable generosity.
Born in 1921 in Cleveland, Ohio, to Jewish immigrants who fled pogroms in
their native Poland, his parents operated a dry goods shop in Cleveland until
his father was bedridden with multiple sclerosis, leaving his mother Rose to
provide for the family by selling clothing out of suitcases on city streets. “We
were poor,” he told Brandeis Magazine. “We had a place to live, we were never
hungry, but I can’t remember my mother buying me a toy. We did, though,
have a very rich life because of her.”
Mr. Mandel and two brothers in 1940 scraped together $900 for an auto
parts business they built over the decades into a $3-billion multinational

electronics corporation.
Philanthropy was a constant over Mr. Mandel’s career. He and his older brothers, Jack and Joseph, made their first
gift to Brandeis in 1953, only five years after the university’s founding and the same year they established a charitable
foundation in their family’s name.
Since then, the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation has donated an estimated $1 billion worldwide to
higher education, the arts, and the humanities, among other causes. More than half a billion dollars of that has been
invested in Israel. Some $45 million has been given to Brandeis, where his wife Barbara, P’73, H’19, is a longtime
trustee, and daughter Amy ’73 is an alumna.
The foundation’s largest gift to Brandeis, $22.5 million, created the Mandel Center for the Humanities in 2010.
Other gifts have established the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for Studies in Jewish Education, endowed
faculty chairs, and supported graduate fellowships.
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The Tucson Chapter of the BNC and the JCC
Invite You to University on Wheels,
Wednesday, January 8, 9:30 a.m. to Noon.
Tucson Jewish Community Center,
Heritage Room
$20 per person
Continental Breakfast
Brandeis University English Department, Professor

William Flesch, Ph.D.,
Speaking on “How Movies Work.”
Dr. Flesch

He specializes in film, poetry, movies,
Shakespeare, film noir, short stories, and more.

Profits will support the
Honoring Our History
Campaign for digitization of the
Brandeis Libraries.
Donate walking shoes,
sweatclothes, towels, twin-bed
sheets in good condition, and
women’s hygiene products for
the Sister Jose Women’s Center
Chair: Lisa Ungar

Yes, I’m coming to the University on Wheels at $20 per person.
Anything contributed over $9 is tax-deductible. I’m not coming,
but will donate $_____ to support Honoring Our History.

Name(s)_____________________________________________
Phone & e-mail______________________________________
____________________________________________________
Send your check payable to BNC to Marilyn Sternstein,
5765 E. Finisterra Dr., Tucson, AZ 85750, by December 31,
2019.

