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Lauren Grossman is the fourth writer to accept
an invitation to the 2019 Book & Author Events. Her
creative life began as a theatre major, and she went on to
perform in, produce, and direct numerous productions,
as well as design sets. She also co-founded, copublished, and co-edited a performing arts newspaper
whose success led to a weekly radio talk show.
Eventually, Grossman turned to writing, and she has
won awards for her short stories. Her debut novel, Once
in Every Generation, set a record e-book distribution
of 16,000 Amazon downloads. However, it was the
introduction of her lead character, journalist Rainee
Allen, that has caught on with readers and led to what promises to be a best-selling
series.
In The Golden Peacock, Grossman launched Rainee on a search for her next big
story. She finds an identification card from the Holocaust Museum and discovers
that she and the survivor, Jana, share a birthday—30 years apart. Rainee tracks down
the woman, now afflicted with Alzheimer’s disease, in a London nursing home. The
appearance of a young doctor disturbs Jana, as do the two men shadowing Rainee. As
Rainee draws out Jana’s memories, she unwittingly becomes involved in a dangerous,
decades-old clash between Nazis and Nazi-hunters.
Cited by the Kirkus Review as an “intelligently entertaining mystery,” The Golden
Peacock won a Finalist Award in the 2018 Readers’ Favorite Global Contest. It led
to Rainee Allen’s second adventure, The Verona Exchange, written with Grossman’s
brother, Bernard Jaroslow, which takes place in Italy. The third, still in the works, is
set in Prague. As Grossman points out in discussing her protagonist, “The girl does
get around.”
Lauren Grossman lives in Tucson with her husband, two children, two dogs, and
a desert tortoise.

Book & Author Events
Wednesday Evening Dinner, February 27
Thursday Luncheon, February 28
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M e m be rs h ip

P a g e

Membership VPs: Roni Bader-Tables, prek01@aol.com or 305-898-5754, and Pam Shaw, PamShaw123@aol.com or 617-593-8300

The President’s Corner

We Wish Our Members…

Wow! What a great winter and spring
lineup of activities we have coming up!
2019 s t a r t e d w i t h a n e xc i t i ng
University On Wheels. Dr. Dan Breen,
an award-winning Brandeis teacher,
spoke to us on privacy: what legally
is public and private. He chose an
interesting group of case examples.
We also had the pleasure of welcoming
Beth Ann Burns, who brought greetings from the National
Office. Kudos to co-chairwomen Maxine Goldstein and
Susan Berger. They and their committee did an amazing
job! See the great photographs on page 7.
Coming Attractions: Our next very exciting features are
our fantastic Book & Author Events! Sheila Rothenberg
and her committee are planning to five-star days, which
promise to be a sell-out again this year!
Your invitations should have arrived by now for February
27 and 28. Besides having four great authors, Wednesday
evening’s delicious dinner will be an opportunity to talk
with the authors up close and personal. All day Thursday,
we have a boutique chaired by Monique Steinberg, a silent
auction chaired by Davya Cohen, book sales provided by
Mostly Books, with the opportunity to get autographed
copies of great books, and the fabulous Skyline brunch.
In addition, you will receive an amazing program book
created by Steve Seltzer and Meg Sivitz.
On March 25, our We Love Our Members event will
take us on a docent-led tour and talk at the Jewish History
Museum by Davya Cohen and Ellen Saltonstall.
April 9 is our Spring Luncheon and installation of officers. It is
always a great event and a wrap-up to our 2018–19 year!
Membership Directories and Book & Author invitations
should have been received by now. If you did not receive
either of these please let Terrie Sherman know at
loves2walk@aol.com or 290-1490.
Happy Valentines Day! We love you, our members, on
Valentines day and every day.
Marsha Rosenblum, President N

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter
of BNC wish:
The family of Ruth Berman
		
Condolences on your loss.
Lois Bodin Congratulations on your new home.
Kathy Unger Condolences on the loss of your son-in-law.
If you know of anyone with a simchah (happy event)
or a sorrow, contact Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer,
CharlotteSH@me.com or 529-8484. A card will be sent
and an acknowledgment will appear in the bulletin.

In Memoriam

Life Member Ruth Berman and
Member Martin Heilbraun, M.D.

The Book Depot
Needs:

The Book Depot could use a computer
chair. If you have one in reasonable
condition, contact the Book Depot at
747-3224 and leave a message on the
answering machine.

Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined
our chapter:
Lainie Cohen
1020 E Via Soledad, 85718 © 647-229-7900
(Joel)		
LainieCohen88@msn.com
Rita S Pollak
11835 N Skywire Way, 85737 455-0563
(Rabbi Sanford Seltzer)
© 617-841-9863
		
RitaSPollak@comcast.net

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them
warmly.

Directory Changes
Please make the follow ing corrections in your
Membership Directory (changes underlined):

Linda &
Ron Bechky
Tucson AZ 85739
Lois Bodin
7543 E Chalkboard Ct, 85715
Richard “Pete” Hawkins
RHawkins@ag.az.edu
Charlotte Toppel 5400 N Vía Velásquez, 85750
Stephanie “Stevie” Zinman
SGZinman@aol.com
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Study Group Committee
The Study Group Committee
is looking for people who would
like to serve on this important
committee. We work on finding
St udy Groups that w ill be
valuable to our members and
will attract new people to the

Couples Dine Around Town at Vivace: (from left) Nancy Apsell,
Mary and Max Cooper, Michael Apsell, Megan McLean (our
guest from the UK), Bob Fridrich, Barry Entin, Shelly Abell, Lisa
Ungar, Ron Isaac, Dan Weisz, Gail Isaac. Background table: Ron
Bechky and Barbara Entin (with Linda Bechky hidden).

Tucson Chapter.
If you think you might be interested in serving on
the Study Group Committee, contact Ruth Friedman,
RAFriedman@aol.com or 749-1840.

Help at the Book Depot
If you can type on a keyboard
and can send e-mails, you can
enter data on the Internet.
The Book Depot has a few
openings for entering data
and is looking for book lovers
to enter titles on A ma zon
with us.
Our volunteers generally
come to the depot on North Oracle Road (a few blocks
south of the Tucson Mall) once or twice a week for
two-hour shifts.
We offer flexible hours, friendships, and fun. If you are
interested in joining a great group, contact Meg Sivitz or
Rachel Barker at 747-3224.

A local Sotheby’s real estate office dropped off at the Book
Depot 40 boxes of books left in one of their houses for sale.
Meg Sivitz and Susan Sussman ’72 are looking at the large
supply of books.

Membership Directory
The Membership Directories were mailed to all
members in late December or early January. If you haven’t
received one, contact Terrie Sherman, Loves2Walk@
aol.com or 290-1490.

Coming This March!
Again this year, our “We
Love Our Members” event
will feature a tour of the
Jewish History Museum,
which has changed
markedly since last year.
Chapter members Davya
Cohen and Ellen Saltonstall, docents at the museum, will
give us a tour on Monday, March 25, from 1 to 3 p.m.,
with snack foods to enjoy. Watch for an invitation in the
March bulletin.
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Jewish Immigration

Hanukkah Party Fun

There is still space in Sue
Keller’s Study Group “Jewish
Immigration to America.” This
course meets every Thursday
from Februar y 7 through
March 14, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., at Sue’s home.
You will have the opportunity to learn about Jewish
arrival in what is now the United States starting in the
1600s up through the 1920s.
In addition to seeing documentary videos, you will
have the opportunity to find out much about JewishAmerican history and the important Jewish leaders in
our country.
Just send your $20 check (per person) made out to
BNC to Terrie Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson,
AZ 85715, with “Jewish Immigration” in the memo. Don’t
miss this opportunity!

Our Hanukkah Party at Congregation Anshei Israel
was great fun. Cantorial soloist Nichole Chorney led us
in Hanukkah songs, while we enjoyed latkes, sufganiyot
(donuts), and more.

The food and the
Anshei gift shop.
From left: Gail & Ron Isaacs
and Mike & Nancy Apsell.

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis
•
•
•
•

Go to www.tucsonbnc.org.
Click on the GO button.
Buy anything from Amazon.
The Tucson Chapter will benefit from all your
Amazon purchases made this way.

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing
philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished
liberal arts and research university founded by the American
Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the
university through fund-raising and through activities that
reflect the values on the university was founded: academic
excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and service to
the community.

Social Justice/
Community Service

The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman,
reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need
of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.
Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and
high school supplies.
Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless
women. We help by donating walking shoes, sweatclothes,
towels, twin-bed sheets in good condition, and women’s
hygiene products.
Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com
or 615-0877.
Nobody can help everybody,
but everybody can help somebody!
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Meet Your
Board Member
Deanna Rosen was born and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio.
She received her BA in psychology from Wilmington
College in Wilmington, Ohio, and her MSW from
Smith College School for Social Work in Northampton,
Massachusetts.
Deanna did psychotherapy in different settings, including
in- and out-patient psychiatric hospitals, family service
agencies, and chemical dependency programs in three
different states: Oklahoma, Texas, and Utah. She retired
from private practice right before moving to Arizona in
March, 2017.
Being loved tremendously by her then only-child parents,
one of whom was a Holocaust refugee to the United States,
is one of Deanna’s sweet childhood memories. She knew
she was very wanted, but had to learn to share the spotlight
when her brother was born five years later.
Deanna’s nuclear family consists of her husband Richard of
40 years and a son of 30 years! Her brother and his growing
brood are still in Cincinnati. Her family and her brother’s
family are close and regularly see each another.
Tucson was the perfect destination for the Rosens’
retirement, as Deanna’s oldest friend since age two was
living here. There’s no snow to shovel, no asthma from
winter inversion goop in the air, and, most important,
her son found a job here! The Rosens enjoy an added
benefit of much greater diversity and liberalism, which
called to them as well! Utah is practically a theocracy
that filled her psychotherapy office with many depressed
Mormon women!
Deanna is in six book clubs, so she is constantly reading!
She also loves nature, hiking, films, and Judaic study—all
the things she dreamed of doing while working!
Good times for Deanna are laughing and carrying on
with those she loves. She doesn’t know if she is talented,
but she loves to sing, act, and dance. She still interprets
and analyses situations, but keeps it to herself, as she is
no longer working.
The Rosens have traveled a lot, both before and after
marriage. Deanna has been to Israel three times and almost
made aliyah the last time there, as well as to Australia,
Canada, Mexico, all 50 states, and most of western
continental Europe. In Austria, during the fall semester
of her junior year in college, she saw the apartments her
mother lived in until she was eight in 1938 and her mother’s
relatives’ graves in Vienna.

continued on page 6, midddle

2019
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*		
Book & Author Dinner
Book & Author Luncheon
Board Meeting*		
We Love Our Members Event
Board Meeting*		
Spring Luncheon and Installation
Board and Planning Meeting*

Monday, February 4
Wednesday, February 27
Thursday, February 28
Monday, March 4
Monday, March 25
Monday, April 1
Tuesday, April 9
Monday, May 6

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

President.......................................................... Marsha Rosenblum
VPs of the Book Business.............. Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund........................................ Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership.................. Roni Bader-Tables &Pam Shaw
Vice-President of Communications.......................Steve Seltzer
Vice-Presidents of Study Groups......................... Ruth Friedman
Recording Secretary.............................................. Barbara Wilder
Financial Secretary.................................................Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretaries........Sandra Lachter & Karen Loeb
Treasurer............................................................Marilyn Sternstein
Chapter Advisor.....................................................Soralé Fortman

Questions? Leave a message on the Book Depot phone,
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com.

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief................................................... Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison........................................................ Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor......................................... Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders... Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May.
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month.
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By this time, you will have received your invitation to the 23rd Annual Book & Author Events. Details of the Wednesday
evening Dinner with the Authors at Hacienda del Sol’s historic Casa Feliz are spelled out, outlining your chance to
meet and chat with our four fabulous guests. Space limitations, however, precluded our being able to describe the
culinary treats awaiting attendees. So, let us take this opportunity to do so now.
It all kicks off with a six p.m. wine reception and an opportunity for members and authors to mix and mingle as
they get up close and personal. At seven, we’ll sit down to dinner, leading off with a salad of field greens embossed
with dried strawberries and goat cheese crumbles topped with a roasted pear and white balsalmic vinaigrette.
It’s with the three scrumptuous main dish choices that hard decisions come into play. Fish lovers can select grilled
salmon with chive horseradish beurre blanc. Carnivores, on the other hand, can look forward to grilled beef tenderloin
graced with a wild mushroom and oyster demi glaze. Vegetarians, so often forced to settle for a pedestrian dish, will
be overwhelmed by grilled eggplant stuffed with goat cheese, tomatoes, basil, and garlic, enhanced with a pesto
pomodoro sauce and dusted with chili flakes. Wow!
For those of you who still have room, there will be a two-dessert plate of a fresh-fruit tart paired with chocolate
decadence. As for any dietary restrictions, please note them on the response card and they will be duly followed.
Once appetites have been sated, it will be time to play “Ask the Authors,” your opportunity to elicit informative,
amusing, provocative, and perhaps surprising answers to questions from the floor.
Be aware that the Dinner with the Authors has limited seating, so send in your request cards promptly, assuring
that you don’t miss out on this special, entertaining evening.

Meet Your Board... continued from p. 5
Deanna met Shelly Abell at the Oro Valley library a week after moving to the Tucson area. Shelly brought her into
the Brandeis fold! She has volunteered for two years at the Book Sale and joined the book selection committee for
the Contemporary Fiction Study Group. Marsha Rosenblum just invited her to become member-at-large on the board.
Deanna enjoys the closeness and intimacy of relationships this Brandeis Chapter provides. Joining was the perfect
way to transition to Tucson. Deanna is in six Study Groups: Contemporary Fiction, Short Story, Art Talks, Foreign Film,
the Freshman Book, and Ethnic Lunch. She hopes to continue her blessed life in Tucson, loving and enjoying family
and friends new and old. She was overwhelmed with caring attention from the Brandeis Chapter members when her
husband was acutely ill in November, receiving calls, two Learned Research Journal tributes, and two offers of taking
over for her book presentation responsibility. (Ruth Friedman won out over Shelly Abell.) As you can tell, Deanna is
glad to be here!

Tucson Chapter, BNC

February 2019

Page 7

This year’s University on Wheels program was extraordinary. The speaker, Dr. Daniel Breen, spoke on a subject
that affects nearly every one of us. Dr. Breen’s topic was “Stories of Privacy: The Legal Boundaries of Public and
Private Life.” He discussed individual cases from throughout the 20th century that led to definitions of when our
public and private lives are entitled to privacy—or not.
In addition, we had Beth Ann Burns, Director of Leadership Gifts at Brandeis University present. Ms Burns spoke
on the joys of being on the Brandeis campus.

Karen Loeb, Marilyn Lobell, and
Marilyn Sternstein signing people in.

Janet Seltzer, Marsha Rosenblum,
Donna Richman, Lorinda Austin,
and Bob Richman at the buffet.

Dr. Breen preparing to speak.

The crowd waiting for the event
to start.

UOW Event co-chairs Sue Berger
and Maxine Goldstein.

Chapter President Marsha
Rosenblum about to introduce the
speaker.
Dr. Dan Breen Speaking

Beth Ann Burns, Director of
Brandeis University Leadership
Gifts.

Tucson Chapter, BNC

Page 8

February 2019

Exp ress Your Thoughtfulness
Wit h a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick,
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
$5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
$10.50, Light of Reason Card.
$10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
$14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
$18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
$25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
$25.50 or more, Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
$36.50, Learned Research Journal
$56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
$100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
$500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Donor

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com, or 702-219-6704.
Recipient
Learned Research Journal Folio
Continued get well wishes from your recent procedure
Rick Dunie
Message

Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends
Marsha Rosenblum
Roz Stein

Elaine Lisberg Tucson Chapter BNC Endowed Scholarship Fund
Congratulations on your new home
Gail & Ron Isaacs
Good wishes for an easy recovery
Amy Schwartz
In loving memory of Scott Zorn
Kathy & David Unger & Family
In memory of Morton Feldman
Family of Morton Feldman
Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Happy 60th anniversary

Sheila & Bob Rothenberg

Volunteers Needed
Do you enjoy Brandeis activities? Do you enjoy meeting new people? Do you enjoy learning about and participating
in so many Study Groups? We want to bring you the best, so we need the best volunteers to keep our activities
going! We are talking about YOU!
Please contact: Marsha Rosenblum, marsha29ros@earthlink.net, 529-7477. We look forward to hearing
from you!

Contact the Bulletin

Steve Seltzer, Editor................ 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison.......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter

Book Depot phone (leave a message).............747-3224
Chapter Web site............................ www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail..................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook................................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Next Board Meeting

Monday, February 4, 2019
10:00 a.m. to noon
Martha Cooper Library
1377 North Catalina Avenue
All members are encouraged to come
to this open meeting.
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Tucson Chapter Calendar February 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday
1 10 Classical 2
Music
1 Begin
Mah Jongg

4 10 Board
Meeting
1 Social
Bridge
7 Legal
Puzzlers
11 8 Hiking
1 Social
Bridge
2 Art Talks

5 10 Begin 6 12 ConMah Jongg
temp
1 Foreign Film Fiction
TBD Movie
Tuesday

17

18 12:30 Sit
’N’ Stitch
1 Social
Bridge
President’s
Day

19 10 Begin 20 11:30
21 1 Jewish 22 10 Classical 23
Mah Jongg
Mystery
Immigration Music
10:30 Health
Books
1 Intermed
1 Begin
1 Remember 1 Sonoran
Mah Jongg Mah Jongg
the 1950s
Desert
1 Murals
6:30 Couples
Dining

24

25 8 Hiking
26 10 Begin
12 NonficMah Jongg
tion Books
1 Social
Bridge

3

10

12 10 Begin 13 10 Page
Mah Jongg
Turners
12 Men’s
Book Club

8 10 Classical 9 5:30
Music
Single
1 Begin
Women’s
Mah Jongg
Circle
1 Short Story
Book Club
14 1 Jewish 15 10 Classical 16
Immigration Music
1 Gotta
1 Begin
Have Art
Mah Jongg
2 Art by
Brandeis
6:30 Couples
Dine
Valentine’s
Day
7
1 Jewish
Immigration
1 Intermed
Mah Jongg

27 12 Ethnic 28 9 Book
Lunch 1
& Author
&2
Luncheon
6 Book &
Author
Dinner

Valentine’s Day, February 14; President’s Day, February 18.

Book & Author Dinner February 28, Luncheon Feb. 29
We Love Our Members, March 25
Spring Closing Luncheon & Instaillation, April 9
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News from Brandeis University
Brandeis Library Acquires an Unreleased Lenny Bruce Film
The Brandeis University Library is very pleased to announce the acquisition of an
original, unreleased short film featuring comedian Lenny Bruce.
The untitled 12-and-a-half minute 16mm film is a darkly comic, silent account of a
down-on-his-luck street newspaper salesman, played by Bruce. The film follows the
ups and downs—mainly downs—of the main character, from his dreams of owning
a motorcycle jacket to his clashes with the landlady of the flophouse in which he
resides (probably played by Bruce’s mother, Sally Marr) and an accidental, fateful
run-in with a drug dealer and police.
The film is a significant addition to Special Collections’ existing, extensive Lenny Bruce collection. Based on William
Karl Thomas’s descriptions in his book Lenny Bruce: The Making of a Prophet, it bears a striking resemblance to another
short film by Bruce called “The Leather Jacket.” However, the film at Brandeis is believed to be a collaboration between
Lenny Bruce and “Count” Lewis DePasquale, a friend of the comedian, who likely contributed the film’s jazz soundtrack.
Prior to its acquisition, the film had been held by the DePasquale family, following Count Lewis’ death in 2001.
As a close friend of Bruce, DePasquale chronicled much of the comedian’s early 1960s heyday, when the film was
likely produced. This work will now be available for the first time through the Library’s University Archives & Special
Collections Department.
This exciting acquisition was made possible through the support of Ann and Abe Effron Fund—Donor Advised of
the Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley. For more information about the film, please contact the University
Archives & Special Collections Department at ascdepartment@brandeis.edu.

Book & Author
Luncheon

FEBRUARY
28
CALENDAR

2019

We Love Our
Members Event

MARCH 25

Book & Author
Dinner

FEBRUARY
27
Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
3825 North Oracle Road
Tucson, Arizona 85705-3254
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