
Master of Biography Coming to B&A
If there is one award synonymous with excellence in the world of 

journalism and publishing, it is the Pulitzer Prize. Most readers are familiar 
with the annual accolade, but how many are aware of the man behind it? 
The definitive story of the 19th-century Jewish-Hungarian immigrant who is 
credited with introducing mass media to America has been set forward in 
James McGrath Morris’ award-winning biography, Pulitzer: A Life in Politics, 
Print, and Power. As such, it is evidence of why Morris has become one of 
the acknowledged leaders in the field of biography.

Morris spent a decade as a journalist, another working in the book 
and magazine business, and still another as a high school teacher before 

becoming a full-time writer. In addition to Pulitzer, which the Wall Street Journal cited as one of the 
five best books on American moguls, he is the author of The Ambulance Drivers: Hemingway, Dos 
Pasos, and a Friendship Made and Lost in War; The Rose Man of Sing Sing: A True Tale of Life, Murder, and 
Redemption in the Age of Yellow Journalism, a Washington Post Best Book of the Year; the Benjamin 
Hooks National Book Prize-winning Eye on the Struggle: Ethel Payne, the First Lady of the Black Press; 
and Jailhouse Journalism: The Fourth Estate Behind Bars.

Morris, who will be joining us at the 24th Annual Book & Author Events on March 4 and 5, is the 
former president of Biographers International Organization, of which he was among the founders. 
He is currently writing a biography of famed western author Tony Hillerman, whose daughter, Anne 
Hillerman, appeared at B&A in 2017. 
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The Tucson Chapter of the BNC Presents
William Flesch, Ph.D.,

Speaking on “How Movies Work.”
Wednesday, January 8, 9:30 a.m. to Noon

Invitation and reply form on page 3

University 
on

WheelsBRANDEIS UNIVERSITY
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Happy New Year 2020!  The past year 
just flew by! We hope you enjoyed the 
winter holidays with good health and 
happiness. 

Welcome back to our winter visitors! 
We will give you a warm welcome 
(without the snow)! In addition to our 
many and varied Study Groups, we take 
pride in our Social Action activities, led 

by Marilyn Lobell. 
While you read this bulletin, please take note of our 

fabulous upcoming activities:
You won’t want to miss our University on Wheels (UOW) 

program on Wednesday, January 8, 9:30 a.m., under the 
amazing leadership of Lisa Ungar! We invite you to the 
Tucson JCC for a continental breakfast with wonderful 
Professor William Flesch from the English Department at 
Brandeis discussing “How Movies Work,” which will be 
entertaining and educational. See page 3 of this bulletin 
for the invitation. Please get your reservations in promptly, 
as this is a very popular event

February will bring us the We Love Our Members event, 
which will take place at the home of Rachel and Lee 
Barker. Look for more information, coming soon.

March 4 and 5 are our 24th Annual Book & Author Events 
under the phenomeanal direction of Vice President Sheila 
Rothenberg, See pages 1, 6, and 7 for more information. 
We have four fascinating authors and their books. Dinner 
Wednesday evening with the authors will be at Hacienda del 
Sol, and Thursday morning and early afternoon, we invite 
you to Main Street Boutique, a Silent Auction, Book Signing, 
and Skyline Country Club’s delicious buffet lunch. 

We at Tucson BNC have so many wonderful events 
and Study Croups to enjoy with pride! Together, we have 
created fun, fundraising, and friendships, while learning 
and helping to raise funds. These contributions allow 
students at Brandeis University to receive scholarships for 
research. This year, in addition to our ongoing Sustaining 
the Mind program, we have a new campaign, Honoring 
Our History, with a goal to digitize the Brandeis Library’s 
unique collections. 

Mostly, it is you, the members, that make us who we are. 
Enjoy 2020 with us!

Marsha Rosenblum, President N

In Memoriam
Former Member Aaron Starobin

Condolences
The Tucson Chapter sends its condolences to

Caryl Starobin on the loss of her husband.

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your 

Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Myrna B Silver 2500 N Rosemont Blvd #213, 85712
 Phone & cell unchanged CoolAZGma@gmail.com

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson Chapter 
of BNC wish:

Caryl Starobin Condolences on the loss of your husband,
   Aaron.
Terry Williams Mazel tov on the birth of your greatgrand-
   daughter.
If you know of anyone with a simchah (happy event) 

or a sorrow, contact Sunshine chair Charlotte Hegwer, 
CharlotteSH@me.com or 529-8484. A card will be sent 
and an acknowledgment will appear in the bulletin. 

We Wish Our Members…

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
Membership VPs: Phyllis Schwartz, 354-2366, and Tammy Strobel, TStrobel1234@gmail.com or 516-429-0222

Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 
our chapter:
Leslie Kahn 6261 N Cinnamon Dr, 85741 © 850-2469
  LKahn1@mindspring.com
Deanna & Aubrey
 Mendelow 4889 N Circulo Bujia, 85718 232-0842
  DMendelow@gmail.com
Dale Samlan 5751 N Kolb Rd #42104, 85750
  © 847-542-9700
  DaleSamlan@gmail.com

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members 
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at 
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them 
warmly. 
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University 
on

Wheels
The Tucson Chapter of the BNC and the JCC 

Invite You
Wednesday, January 8, 9:30 a.m. to Noon

Tucson Jewish Community Center,
Heritage Room
$20 per person

Continental Breakfast
William Flesch, Ph.D.,

Brandeis University English Department

Speaking on “How Movies Work.”
 He specializes in film, poetry, movies, 

Shakespeare, film noir, short stories, and more.
Profits will support the 
 Honoring Our History 

campaign for digitization of the 
Brandeis Libraries.

Donate walking shoes, 
sweatclothes, towels, twin-bed 
sheets in good condition, and 

women’s hygiene products  
for the 

Sister Jose Women’s Center

Chair: Lisa Ungar

Yes, I’m coming to the University on Wheels at $20 per person = 
$_____. Anything contributed over $9 is tax-deductible. I’m not 
coming, but will donate $_____ to support Honoring Our History.

Name(s) ____________________________________________

Phone & e-mail _____________________________________

____________________________________________________
Send your check payable to BNC to Marilyn Sternstein, 
5765 E. Finisterra Dr., Tucson, AZ 85750, by December 31, 
2019.

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY

Dr. Flesch
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the 

university through fund-raising and through activities that 

reflect the values on which the university was founded: 

academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and 

service to the community. 

Buy from Amazon, Earn Money for Brandeis

•	 Go	to	www.tucsonbnc.org.  
•	 Click	on	the	GO	button.
•	 Buy	anything from Amazon.
•	 The	Tucson	Chapter	will	benefit	from	all	your
	 Amazon	purchases	made	this	way.

Social Justice/ 
Community Service
The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 

reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
high school supplies.

Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless 
women. We help by donating walking shoes, sweatclothes, 
towels, twin-bed sheets in good condition, and women’s 
hygiene products.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com 
or 615-0877. 

Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!

Couples Dine Around First Meeting
The Couples Dine Around Study Group had its first event at the home of Lisa Ungar and Bob Fridrich.

Front	Row:	Nancy	Apsell,	Gail	Isaacs,	B.J.	Kass.
Back	Row:	Joni	Blezer,	Aimee	Doctoroff,	Irv	Belzer,	Carol	

Sumner, Dan Weisz.

From	left:	Marty	Kass,	Ron	Isaacs,Stephen	Doctoroff,	 
Ron	Bechky,	and	Charles	Sumner

Donations of any amount  
truly make a difference.
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In the spring of 2019, 
an enthusiastic Hannah 
Weisman began her studies 
at Brandeis University. She 
marvels at this superb 
institution and feels so lucky 
to be studying there for the 
next three years. She refers 
to her position at Brandeis as 

an amazing opportunity, writes that it is nice to know that she 
has support from people from the community back home 
in Tucson, and sends her thanks.

Hannah was born in Tucson and spent her days from 
13 weeks of age to kindergarten in the Tucson Jewish 
Community Center preschool. Then, she spent grades 
one to five at Tucson Hebrew Academy, where she had 
an excellent elementary education. It was there she met 
Meg Sivitz, who was volunteering as a tutor two mornings 
a week in second grade. Hannah showed promise as a 
young student.

Hannah has a lovely singing voice. She was attracted 
to liturgical and lyrical Jewish music as a young school-
girl. She was involved in the Tucson Jewish Youth Choir 
and the shirim (choir) at Congregation Chavarim, where 
she became a Bat Mitzvah with Rabbi Stephanie Aaron. 
Eventually, Hannah became a teaching assistant there 
for Hebrew and Sunday school and then a kindergarten 
teacher on her own. She loved teaching about the holidays 
and seeing the excitement of young children learning.

Congregation Chavarim was a large part of her high 
school years. She was the Junior Cantor for the tot Shabbat 
services on Friday nights and the High Holiday services. 
She belonged to Temple Emanuel’s teen youth group 
and participated in Jew Crew at Temple Emanuel Youth 
as a vice-president. She attended Tucson High Magnet 
School and, after school, went to Tucson Hebrew High, 
where she learned Hebrew for high school language 
credit. Her electives there were Jewish Music, Jews in 
Film, and Confirmation. 

As part of her high school program, Hannah joined 
the “Tracing Roots and Building Trees” program. She was 
paired with a Handmaker assisted-living resident, where 
they shared stories and researched both of their family 
histories. As a high school junior, Hannah was accepted 
into the Jewish-Latino Teen Coalition, which brought 

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders .. Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Meet Your Endowed 
Brandeis Student

2019-2020
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*  Monday, January 6
University on Wheels Wednesday, January 8
Freshman Book  Wednesday, January 22
Board Meeting*  Monday, February 3
We Love Our Members Event Friday, February 14
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 2
Book & Author Dinner Wednesday, March 4
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, March 5
Spring Luncheon and Installation Thursday, April 2
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 6
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 4

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Your Officers
President ......................................................... Marsha Rosenblum
Vice President of Book & Author ..................Sheila Rothenberg
VPs of the Book Business ............. Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund ....................................... Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership ........... Phyllis Schwartz & Tammy Strobel 
Vice-President of Communications ......................Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups ....................Maxine Goldstein
Recording Secretary ...............................................Terry Williams
Financial Secretary ................................................Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretaries .......Sandra Lachter & Karen Loeb
Treasurer ...........................................................Marilyn Sternstein
Chapter Advisor ....................................................Soralé Fortman

Questions? Leave a message on the Book Depot phone, 
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com. 

Continued on page 6
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together teenagers from each community. They held 
discussions to learn more about each other’s societies 
and found similarities as minorities in the 21st century. 
Together, they traveled to Washington, D.C., and lobbied 
to save the DACA program. While at Hebrew High, Hanna 
was part of the March of the Living. She spent two weeks 
in Poland and Israel studying the history of the Holocaust 
and examining the roots of prejudice, intolerance, and 
hatred. She calls it an unbelievable experience.

When Hannah came to Brandeis, she immediately 
became involved in the Chamber Choir and the a cappella 
group called Voices of Soul, Brandeis’ premiere R & B 
band. Both groups sing in the Boston area and sometimes 
travel abroad.

Hannah is considering a major in music and education 
with a future as a teacher, Judaic educator, or cantor. So 
far, she loves the Brandeis faculty. Her favorite class is 
Protest Through Song. In this class, she is learning about 
the relationship of music and social movements in history. 
She is active on campus, leading a Girl Scout troop with 
other Brandeis friends. She serves on the Kindness Day 
Committee and joined the Brandeis Admissions team as 
a “chatter,” talking to perspective families about Brandeis 
University. She loves the campus and shares her affection 
and pride for her school. She lives on campus in an 
apartment-style setting with four friends. 

We are so pleased that Hannah is our scholarship 
student. One day, we hope to have all our members join 
in song with this fine young woman 

Meet Your… continued from page 5 UOW Speaker
Our University on Wheels 

speaker, Dr. William Flesch, 
is an English professor at 
Brandeis University who 
is an expert on movies. 
He teaches courses on 
Classic Hollywood Cinema, 
Philosophical Approaches 

to Film Theory, Film Noir, and Hitchcock’s 
Movies, among many others.

The Brandeis University newspaper, The Justice, 
says, “William Flesch is synonymous with English 
at Brandeis University.”

He has discussed Hollywood, which has been 
known as the “Dream Factory” since at least the 
1930s, when, with the coming of sound, movie 
makers figured out how to create worlds as 
realistic and as unrealistic as dreams. When we 
dream or watch a movie, we go into another 
world. What makes it a world in a way that a 
novel or a play can’t be? And what makes us 
care so much about what happens to two-
dimensional characters? 

Put less dramatically, how do American 
movies combine editing and story to absorb 
us so fully into the dreams they manufacture? 
At the University on Wheels event, Professor 
Flesch will lead a discussion about movies from 
Buster Keaton to “Avatar” and genres from crime 
films to musicals. Book Depot Thank-You

There are homeless people who sleep outside of the 
Brandeis Book Depot nightly. They often take some of the 
free books we leave outside the door. One such person 
placed the following note in our mail slot:

Book & Author Authors!
This year’s Book & Author Events, occurring on 

Wednesday evening, March 4, and Thursday, March 5, 
2020, feature four wonderful exciting authors:

Nevada Barr,
James McGrath Morris,

Todd S. Purdum, and
Hank Phillippi Ryan.

A cocktail hour with a chance to mingle with the authors 
and a remarkable dinner at Hacienda del Sol Hotel on 
March 4 will be followed by a boutique, silent auction, 
book sales and signings, a delicious buffet, and talks by 
each of the authors at Skyline Country Club on March 5.

Make sure these dates are on your calendar. These 
events are not to be missed.
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The incoming freshman class at Brandeis University were asked to read Swing Time by Zadie Smith 
in preparation for the author to discuss the book with the class during freshman week, called the “New 
Student Forum.” It is a custom of our chapter to read the identical book and to discuss it each year. Ellen 
Saltonstall will lead the discussion and share the author on video at Brandeis with the students’ Q & A 
session. Meg Sivitz has arranged the program, which will be held Wednesday, January 22, from 1 to 3 
p.m. at Northern Trust on Sunrise.  We seek an $18 donation to the Elaine Lisberg Tucson Chapter BNC 

Scholarship Fund. There will be baked goods and a beverage.  Now is the time to sign up by sending a check made 
out to BNC to Meg Sivitz, 6361 E. Valle di Cadore, Tucson, AZ 85750. Bring a friend to see Brandeis students in 
action on screen and view Zadie Smith with her fascinating books. 

“New Student Forum” Book for Our Members

STEP ONE: Arrive at Hacienda del Sol’s historic Casa Feliz on 
the evening of March 4, 2020, and partake of wine and hors 
d’oeuvres while mingling and chatting with our four charming 
authors: Nevada Barr, James McGrath Morris, Todd Purdum, and 
Hank Phillippi Ryan.

STEP TWO: Sit down for an elegant dinner with your choice of grilled beef tenderloin, pan-seared 
seabass, or eggplant rollatini artfully prepared. 

STEP THREE: Sit back and enjoy a fun-filled roundtable game of Ask the Authors, with the audience 
getting to pepper them with light-hearted, provocative, and often impertinent questions about their 
writing styles, their own reading choices, and their reactions to positive or negative reviews.

STEP FOUR: Wend your way home, get a good night’s sleep, and rest up for the following 
day’s excitement.

STEP FIVE: Arrive at Skyline Country Club early on March 5 for an event-filled morning of browsing 
the Main Street Arcade, a boutique of artisans’ ware for both women and men; getting a chance 
to purchase our authors’ books—past and new—and having them autograph them for you; and 
signing up for the Silent Auction with its chances of acquiring items ranging from jewelry to original 
artwork to meals at your favorite local restaurants.

STEP SIX: Take your seats to enjoy the first two of our authors regaling the audience with tales of 
the life choices that led them to their writing careers, how they found the inspiration for their past 
bestsellers, and what they are working on now. Each author will then field questions from the floor, 
moderated by PBS’s Victoria Lucas, allowing our members to find out what makes them tick.

STEP SEVEN: Rise from your seats and head for a sumptuous luncheon buffet, with smoked 
salmon, poached salmon, blintzes, an array of seasonal fruit, salads, and a sinful selection 
of desserts.

STEP EIGHT: Return to your seats and settle in for our second two authors duplicating the 
performances of their compatriots at the morning’s session, again followed by our moderator 
leading questions from the audience. After that, find out how successful your Silent Auction 
bids were.

STEP NINE: Exit the dining room for a final chance to purchase the authors’ books and have 
them signed for you.

STEP TEN: Head home with happy memories of two entertaining days and mark your calendars 
for Tucson Chapter’s 25th Annual Book & Author Events in 2021! 

A Step-by-Step Guide  to Book & Author Fun
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Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison ......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot phone (leave a message) ............747-3224
Chapter Web site ........................... www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail .................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook ...............................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Donor Message Recipient
Learned Research Journal Folio

Jean & Jordan Nerenberg Condolences on the death of your husband Aaron. Caryl Starobin

Learned Research Journal
Janet & Steve Seltzer We are so sorry for the loss of your husband Aaron. Caryl Starobin

Elaine Lisberg Tucson Chapter BNC Endowed Scholarship Card
Brandeis Friends Mazel tov on become Director of Jesterettes (Shriners). Terry Williams
Brandeis Friends Condolences on the death of your husband Aaron. Caryl Starobin
Marsha Rosenblum Happy 80th birthday. Richard Siegel
Janet & Steve Seltzer Get well soon. Terrie Sherman

Philanthropy, Learning, and Community Card
Lois Bodin Condolences on the death of grandmother Louise Donnan Priester. Jessica Priester
Marsha Rosenblum Condolences on the death of grandmother Louise Donnan Priester. Jessica Priester
Tammy & Alan Strobel Mazel tov on your new granddaughter Sayde. Terrie Sherman 

Express Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-well 
wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The 
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah 
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
 $5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50, Light of Reason Card.
 $10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $25.50 or more, Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
 $36.50, Learned Research Journal
 $56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
 $500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.

To make a donation, contact Book Fund VP Lois 
Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.

Next Board Meeting
Monday, January 6, 2020

10:00 a.m. to noon
Martha Cooper Library

1377 North Catalina Avenue
All members are encouraged to come  

to this open meeting.



Tucson Chapter, BNC January 2020 Page 9 of 10

Tucson Chapter Calendar January 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Dec. 31 New 
Year’s Eve

1 New Year’s 
Day

2 12 Contemp. 
Fiction 
1 Social 
Mah Jongg

6 Couples 
Dine 
Around

3 1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

4
5:30 Single 

Women’s 
Circle

5 6 9:30 Tai 
Chi II

10 Board 
Meeting

10:30 Tai Chi 
IV

1 Social 
Bridge

1:30 Giving 
Back

7 Legal Puz-
zlers

7
1 Foreign 

Film
TBD Movie 

Tuesday

8 9:30 Uni-
versity on 
Wheels

12 Men’s 
Book Club

9 9 Walk, 
Talk, Cof-
fee

1 Gotta 
Have Art

10 1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

2 Tea Time

11

12 5 97  
Orchard St.

13 8:30  
Hiking

9:30 Tai Chi 
II

10:30 Tai Chi 
IV

1 Social 
Bridge

2 Art Talks

14 15 10 Page 
Turners

11:30 Mys-
tery Books

6:30 Couples 
Internat. 
Dining

16
1 Social Mah 

Jongg
1 Tucson 

Murals

17 1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

1 Short Stories

18

19 On 1/20➨ 20 9:30 Tai 
Chi II

10:30 Tai Chi 
IV

12:30 Sit ’N’ 
Stitch

1 Social 
Bridge

21 1 Every-
one’s a 
Critic

22 12 Ethnic 
Lunch

23 9 Walk, 
Talk, Cof-
fee

24 1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

25

26 27 8:30  
Hiking

9:30 Tai Chi 
II

10:30 Tai Chi 
IV

1 Social 
Bridge

28 1 Supreme 
Court Justices

29 30 31 1 Begin 
Mah Jongg

New Year’s Eve, December 31, 2019; New Year’s Day, January 1; Martin Luther King, Jr., Day, January 20.
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FEBRUARY 
14
We Love Our 
Membes Event

JANUARY 8
University on Wheels

MARCH 4 & 5
Book & Author 
Events
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News from Brandeis University
Volen National Center for Complex Systems

University Professors Eve Marder ‘69 and Irv Epstein helped celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of Brandeis University’s Volen National Center for Complex Systems in a public symposium 
November 17. “Volen is a place where you get all kinds of collaborations,” said Marder. “One 
of Brandeis’ strengths is its interactivity; those early days were quite catalytic.”

Marder, the Victor and Gwendolyn Beinfield Professor of Neuroscience, and Epstein, the 
Henry F. Fischbach Professor of Chemistry, were named University Professors last spring 

in recognition of their pioneering interdisciplinary achievements. At the symposium, they each delivered a lecture 
drawing on their collaborative research on oscillators. In the case of Epstein, these are oscillating chemical reactions. 
In Marder’s case, it is rhythmically active neurons and/or circuits.   

But some 35 years ago, before they were leaders in their fields, Epstein and Marder saw the benefit of sharing ideas. 
A mutual colleague noticed that the chemical reactions recorded on the chart recorder Epstein was using looked 
intriguingly similar to the neuronal signals Marder was recording in her research.

“It’s relatively unusual behavior for chemistry, but it’s sort of the essence of what goes on in neuronal systems,” 
said Epstein, who soon learned some rudiments of neuroscience from Marder and began mathematically modeling 
groups of neurons. For her part, Marder “got an appreciation for what interacting with theorists could bring, to help 
her answer the kind of questions she wanted to answer,” said Epstein.

Marder has won many top prizes in neuroscience, including the Gruber Award in Neuroscience, the Kavli Prize in 
Neuroscience, and the National Academy of Sciences Neuroscience Prize. In March, she will receive the Carnegie 
Prize in Mind and Brain Science from Carnegie Mellon University.

Epstein, a Howard Hughes Medical Institute professor, pioneered the field of chemical oscillators. “When we got 
into the field of oscillating reactions, there were just three that were known, and they were all discovered accidentally,” 
said Epstein. 


