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Virtual Fall Opening Event
Thursday, October 15, 2020,
12:20–1:30 p.m. on Zoom

$18 per person
Enjoy your dessert and coffee or tea
at home at the Zoom meeting.
The Speaker is Jon Rogers, founder & proprietor
of Wines Without The Mystery,
speaking on “The Vineyards of Southern Arizona.”
Only people who pay will be allowed to join the
Zoom meeting.
Profits from this event will go towards “Honoring Our History,”
helping the Brandeis Libraries.
Please contact Marilyn Lobell to bring her what is needed for
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse
Chair: Barbara Wilder
❑Yes, I’m coming to the Opening Fall Event at $18 per person.
Anything contributed is tax-deductible. ❑I’m not coming, but
will donate $_____. PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS.

Name(s)_____________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Home phone, cell phone, & email_______________________
Jon Rogers

____________________________________________________
Send your check payable to BNC to Steven Burke,
7459 E. Serenity Lane, Tucson, AZ 85750, by Oct. 9, 2020.
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Membership VPs: Morleen Novitt, Ofno@optonline.net or 516- 642-5331, and Amy Schwartz, AmyS60@gmail.com or 516-413-0132

We Wish Our Members…
Hello, Dear Members! I am privileged
to be your acting President for October
2020. Many thanks to Steve Seltzer for
his excellent leadership role this past
summer.
Due to COVID-19, our usual activities
are curtailed. Instead of a lovely
luncheon, we will have an on-line Zoom gathering on
October 15 at 12:20 p.m. It will feature John Rogers, who
will speak about Southern Arizona’s wines. It should be
interesting and informative. To reserve your spot, please
send $18.00 to our treasurer Steven Burke at 7459 E.
Serenity Lane, Tucson, AZ 85750. Be sure to supply your
email address so you can be sent a link to join in.
I hope you have signed up for our fun discussion and
activity groups which are also meeting on Zoom. (I am
leading an exercise class on Sunday mornings at 8:00
a.m.) Let’s stay active and involved in spite of social
distancing.
There will be an End-of-the-Year party on December
17. More to come on this. Stay tuned-in via the bulletin
in-print or on-line.
If you wish to receive the bulletin on-line, you can
sign up by contacting Steve Seltzer, saving paper and
postage, printing out what you need. You can email him
at seltz5001@aol.com.
Remember to vote. If you are mailing your ballot, do it
early and put a $0.55 stamp on it so you know the ballot
will be treated as first-class mail. If you vote in Pima
County, you can drop your mail-in ballot at any polling
place in the county on election day, November 3.
Please stay safe. Wear your mask when out in public and
reduce your exposure by going out only as necessary.
Rachel Barker, Presiding Officer N

In Memoriam

Life Members Sara Purvin died
on January 8, 2005, and Frances Cohen
(former Chapter President) died on
January 18, 2017.

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson
Chapter of BNC wish:
Jan Linn
Best wishes for a speedy recovery.
Rosalie &
Herb Siegel Thank you for your years of membership.
If you know of anyone with a simchah (happy event)
or a sorrow, contact Sunshine chair Maxine Goldstein,
MBGold77@yahoo.com or 760-0355. A card will be sent
and an acknowledgment will appear in the bulletin.

Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined
our chapter:
Susan Winkler
(Bert)
4190 E Paseo del Bac, 85718
615-9282
		
cell 331-9397
		
SusanWinkler24@yahoo.com

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them
warmly.

Directory Changes

Plea se make the follow ing corrections in your
Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Roberta Elliot		
RobertaElliot@gmail.com
Andrea Davis &
Elliot Framen
106 Thanes Way, Corrales, NM 857048
		
505-588-2829; A cell 520-991-4266
Gloria &
Ben Golden
3900 N Sabino Canyon Rd #5620, 85750
Stanley Lehman 6342 N. Calle Campeche, 85750
Ina Rae Levine
13500 N Rancho Vistoso #528, OV 85755
Paul Lefkowitz		
cell 248-202-1165
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Opening Fall Event with Exciting Speaker
With the COVID-19 pandemic still keeping many people at home, our
Opening Fall Event will be on line using the Zoom app, which anyone can
download to her or his computer, pad, or cell phone. It is extremely easy
to use.
Our speaker will be Jon Rogers, founder and proprietor of Wines Without
The Mystery, the only wine educator in Tucson. He has written Wine With Friends: 25
Recommended Wines to Serve and Share.
Ever feel lost in a sea of wine, trying to decide what’s the best for what you’re eating,
what you’re thirsting for, and what your wallet dictates? You aren’t alone. Many people
wish they were more knowledgeable about Southern Arizona wines. Jon Rogers thrives
on wine education. In his words, “For 37 years I have been teaching ‘Wines Without The
Mystery’—a passionate approach to wine education and enjoyment.” He is an oenophile
of more than practical knowledge.
Jon teaches an intense, down-to-earth approach to wine education
and enjoyment. He also consults with charity organizations to organize
and conduct events and takes groups to wineries in Arizona and
California. He is very knowledgeable about wines as well as beers and
other alcohols. He is fun, pleasant, and gives his lectures with a great
sense of humor and knowledge. He does a great job presenting wines.
According to Tucson wine enthusiast and self-confessed “wine evangelist” Rogers, all four
of the crucial factors for wine making are present in Sonoita’s 350-400 acres of vineyards:
soil, climate, grape variety, and human commitment.
Jon says, “Taste in wine is truly personal. Don’t be intimidated by so-called gurus or
connoisseurs. Decide for yourself what you like and don’t like. As I taste different wines,
I will share my experiences and offer some personal opinions.” He can even discuss the
wine bottle cork!

Our new fiscal year began July 1, and it is renewal time for BNC membership. We appreciate your continued
philanthropic support of the students, faculty, libraries, and research at Brandeis University. To pay your dues, $60
for individuals and $100 for two people at the same address, mail them to Terrie Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde Dr.,
Tucson, AZ 85715. For questions about dues, contact Terrie at Loves2Walk@aol.com or 290-1490.
We will be printing our Membership Directory soon, and if you are not a member, you will not be in the Directory.
If you have an out-of-town address and your current Membership Directory doesn’t include the dates that you
are not in Tucson or there is no phone number for you when you are not in Tucson, please contact Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com or 299-3788.
If you notice anything in the current Membership Directory that is incorrect, please notify Steve Seltzer
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Special Announcement
We will have a special event
on Thursday, November 12,
honoring Louis Brandeis with
Jeffrey Rosen, a professor at
George Washington University,
author of Louis D. Brandeis,
American Prophet, speaking on Zoom. November is the
month of Louis Brandeis’ birth.
The November bulletin will have the details and the
invitation. Do not miss this event!

Did You Know?
Eleanor Roosevelt addressed the rst
Commencement at Brandeis University,
served as a Trustee, and taught courses in
International Relations in the 1960s.
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Honoring Our History
Our Opening Fall Event is supporting “Honoring
Our History.” What is this fund-raiser? This campaign
will strive to fulfill the founding principles of access,
inclusivity, and tolerance by supporting digitization of
the Brandeis Library’s unique collections highlighting
social justice.
These special collections include the Leo Frank Trial
Collection, the Helmut Hirsch Collection, the Jewish
Feminism Collection, and the University Photography
Collection. They provide insight into the narratives of
20th-century men and women living in a time of overt
anti-Semitism, racism, and institutionalized sexism.
These issues are problems that we still struggle to
address today. The importance of providing global
access to these narratives that highlight the fight for
inclusivity and tolerance cannot be understated.
You can find out more at https://ensemble.brandeis.
edu/hapi/v1/contents/permalinks/Ek5i2YCp/view.

“Justice is but truth in action.”
—Louis Dembitz Brandeis, 1914

Social Justice/
Community Service

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing
philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished
liberal arts and research university founded by the American
Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the
university through fund-raising and through activities that
reflect the values on which the university was founded:
academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and
service to the community.

The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell,
Lobell our Community Service Chairman,
reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need
of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.
Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and
high school supplies.
Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless
women. We help by donating walking shoes, shorts, blouses,
socks, towels, twin-bed sheets in good condition, and women’s
hygiene products.
Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell,
Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com
or 615-0877
615-0877..
Nobody can help everybody,
but everybody can help somebody!
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Meet Your Membership
Co-Vice-President
Morleen Nov it t wa s b or n i n
Hamilton, Ontario, and moved to
Buffalo, N.Y., when she was three.
She attended the State University of
New York at Buffalo and the School
of Visual Arts in New York.
M o r l e e n w o r ke d a t s ev e r a l
advertising agencies in New York,
ending her career as a Group Creative Director and
Executive VP for Saatchi and Saatchi. Her work partner
for many years was Paul Schwartz, who is the husband
of her Membership Co-Vice-President Amy Schwartz.
She traveled everywhere filming commercials, including
what she considers a career highlight, shooting a spot
in Maui with the country singer Randy Travis for Folgers
coffee. You can still see it on YouTube.
One of the most memorable events of her career
occurred shortly before Morleen retired. Hurricane
Katrina had devastated New Orleans, which was the
home of one of the Folgers coffee plants. Procter and
Gamble wanted to make a commercial about the reopening of the plant to give its employees a little ray of
hope and also to tell customers that Folgers would soon
be back on the shelves. Morleen flew on the P&G private
jet to Baton Rouge, where she met up with the film crew,
all bused into New Orleans. There, she saw sights that
will forever be etched into her memory. Morleen wrote
the lyrics to the jingle for the commercial that was sung
by the legendary late Allen Toussaint.
In 2006, she retired. This was primarily because her
first grandchild was about to make her grand entrance.
Morleen has been married to her college sweetheart
Don, a retired attorney, for a long time. They celebrated
their 50th anniversary at their home in Tucson.
Both Novitts enjoy travel, and they spent many joyful
times in the south of France, England, the Caribbean,
Hawaii, and the beaches of Long Island, where they had
a home in Montauk for many years.
Morleen and Don have one daughter Lisa, who lives in
New Jersey with her husband Rick, and two granddaughters,
Mia and Ruby, the lights of Morleen’s life.
After many years of visiting Tucson for longer and
longer periods each winter, they determined that it was
time to commit to the area. Don had been growing cactus
and succulents for many years on Long Island, schlepping

Continued on page 6

2020–2021
Tucson Chapter Tentative Calendar

Board Meeting*		
Fall Opening Luncheon
Board Meeting*		
Louis Brandeis Event
Board Meeting*		
End-of-Year Party		
Board Meeting*		
University on Wheels
Board Meeting*		
We Love Our Members Event
Book & Author Dinner
Book & Author Luncheon
Board Meeting*		
Board Meeting*		
Spring Closing Luncheon
Board and Planning Meeting*

Monday, October 5
Thursday, October 15
Monday, November 2
Thursday, November 12
Monday, December 7
Thursday, December 17
Monday, January 4
January TBD
Monday, February 1
Sunday, February 7
canceled for 2021
Thursday, February 25
Monday, March 1
Monday, April 5
Sunday, April 11
Monday, May 3

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Your Officers
Presiding Officer............................. Rachel Barker, Davya Cohen
Vice President of Book & Author...................Sheila Rothenberg
VPs of the Book Business.............. Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund........................................ Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership.............. Morleen Novitt & Amy Schwartz
Vice-President of Communications.......................Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups............................. Davya Cohen
Recording Secretary................................................Terry Williams
Financial Secretary.................................................Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretaries........Sandra Lachter & Karen Loeb
Treasurer......................................................................Steven Burke
Chapter Advisors........... Soralé Fortman & Marsha Rosenblum

Questions? Leave a message on the Book Depot phone,
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com.

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief................................................... Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison........................................................ Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor......................................... Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders... Soralé Fortman, Lois Bodin, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May.
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month.
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Meet Your... Continued from page 5
them in and out as the seasons changed. Needless to say,
one of the first things they did when they bought their
home in the Foothills was to plant a saguaro. Now that’s
putting down roots! Many of the “Long Island cacti” have
made the move to Arizona along with Morleen and Don.
They are happy to report all are thriving.

The Tucson Chapter will be printing
a new Membership Directory this year.
We must have your current address,
2020–2021
Zip code, and home phone number,
cell phone number(s), and e-mail
address(es) by October 30. If you are
not sure we have current information,
contact Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.
com or 299-3788.
If we do not have your email address in our Membership
Director y, c ont act Steve Seltzer. We reg ularly
communicate with our members through email.
Please help us with this project. It is important to get
it right.
TUCSON CHAPTER
ORGANIZED 1952

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

MISSION STATEMENT

BRANDEIS NATIONAL COMMITTEE IS DEDICATED TO PROVIDING PHILANTHROPIC

SUPPORT TO BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY, A DISTINGUISHED LIBERAL ARTS AND RESEARCH

UNIVERSITY FOUNDED BY THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY. ITS MEMBERSHIP IS

CONNECTED TO THE UNIVERSITY THROUGH FUND RAISING AND THROUGH ACTIVITIES
THAT REFLECT THE VALUES ON WHICH THE UNIVERSITY WAS FOUNDED: ACADEMIC

EXCELLENCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE, NONSECTARIANISM, AND SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY.

INFORMATION IN THIS DIRECTORY IS

CONFIDENTIAL AND MUST NOT BE USED

IN THE PROMOTION OF BUSINESS INTERESTS

Brandeis has many educational meetings and Webinars
on Zoom, and many are now on YouTube. These
instructional forums can be found at https://alumni.
brandeis.edu/news-events/library/index.html.
You will find Alumni Panels, Brandeis Hillel Programs,
Brandeis National Committee Programs, Career
Webinars, Faculty Events, Health and Wellness, and Just
for Fun listed as possibilities. This is your opportunity
to have even more educational opportunities than are
offered only at the Tucson Chapter level, and we have
many!
Take advantage of continuing education by going to
this Web site. The weekly virtual programming email
messages that go out to everyone have this link at the
bottom of the page.

Why are you reading this in black
and white when you could be reading
the bulletin in glorious color? The
color version is on our Web site,
TucsonBNC.org. Just click on the
“Bulletin” heading and then click on
any bulletin you see.
You can read it on-line, download
it and read it on your cell phone, pad, or compute; or, if
it’s on your computer, you can print it out and read it.
To save the Tucson Chapter the expense of printing
and mailing the bulletin, write to Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com, and tell him you want the on-line
version, which is beautiful! You won’t want the printed
version again.

The Skinny About Brandeis
Characterized by academic excellence since its
founding in 1948, Brandeis is the youngest private
research university, as well as the only nonsectarian
Jewish-sponsored college or university, in the country.
Named for the late Justice Louis Dembitz Brandeis of
the U.S. Supreme Court, Brandeis University combines
the faculty and resources of a world-class research
institution with the intimacy and personal attention of a
small liberal arts college.
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New and Prospective
Member Event
The Co-Vice-Presidents
of Membership,
M o rl e e n Nov i t t a n d
A m y S c hwa r t z , w i l l
have a Zoom “party” on
Wednesday, September
30, 2020, at 10:00 a.m.
for new and prospective
members.
This will be an opportunity for these people to socialize
and hear about the many advantages of the Tucson
Chapter of the Brandeis National Committee.
If you know of a prospective member, contact Amy
Schwartz, AmyS60@gmail.com or 516-413-0132, or
Morleen Novitt, Ofno@optonline.net or 516-6425331.

How to Use Zoom
If you are afraid to use Zoom,
don’t worry. It’s very easy.
First you have to download
Zoom on to your computer, pad,
or cell phone. Do this now, before
you need to use this application.
It helps if your computer has a
camera and microphone built in. Pads and cell phones
have cameras and microphones.
The day before or the morning of the need to use
Zoom, you will be sent an e-mail with the information
for signing on. There will be a Web site for the computer,
pad, or cell phone. Just click on the Web site. If your
computer doesn’t have a camera or microphone, use
your pad or cell phone.
You will be asked if you wish to join, so click on Join.
You will be asked if you want to use the camera, so click
on using the camera. You will be asked if you want to use
your microphone, so accept that.
On Zoom, you will see a button on the top or bottom
that turns on and off the video and on and off the
audio. Be sure that they do not have lines through them,
indicating that they are off.
Usually on the top right (or possibly the top left), there
is a button that says either “Gallery View” or “Speaker
View.” It should say “Speaker View.”
Using Zoom, you will find that you can attend Study
Groups, events, and meetings with no problem.
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Freshman Book
Meg Sivitz and other members of our
chapter attended the Brandeis Webinar
on Tuesday, August 25, that was open
to all Brandeis members. There she
viewed an interview of Valeria Luiselli,
the author of the 2020 freshman
book (know as New Student Forum)
for incoming first-year students. Tell
Me How it Ends: An Essay in Valeria Luiselli
Forty Questions is a nonfiction series of stories
on the immigration crisis.
The Tucson Chapter has a tradition of
reading and meeting each spring to discuss
the freshman book of the year. This year’s
experience was on Zoom. Ms. Luiselli explained to the
few students who appeared that she is not a journalist.
She described herself as an activist who researches
environmental, immigration, and mass incarceration
issues as a novelist.
She was born in Mexico and grew up in South Korea,
South Africa, and India. An acclaimed writer of both
fiction and nonfiction, she is the author of Faces in the
Crowd, Sidewalks, The Story of My Teeth, Tell Me How It
Ends: An Essay in Forty Questions, and most recently, Lost
Children Archive.
She is the winner of two Los Angeles Times Book Prizes,
an American Book Award, and has twice been nominated
for the National Book Critics Circle Award and the Kirkus
Prize. She has been a National Book Foundation “5 Under
35” honoree and the recipient of a Bearing Witness
Fellowship from the Art for Justice Fund.
Her work has been translated into more than twenty
languages. She received a MacArthur Grant in 2019.
Anyone interested in learning more about this young
and talented author should Google her for an abundance
of information about her life and pick up a copy of the
freshman book to do what the Brandeis freshmen do.
Enrich yourself with meaningful ideas.

Brandeis would never be Brandeis if it were not for
the members of the Brandeis National Committee,
whose untiring efforts and long-time commitments
have created a library worthy of an internationallyrecognized university such as ours. We could not
exist without the BNC and the support that it brings
to this great institution. — Arthur Reis, Lecturer and
Researcher, Molecular Biology
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Exp ress Your Thoughtfulness
Wit h a Book Fund Card, Journal Donation, or Tribute Card

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick,
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, getwell wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
$5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
$10.50, Light of Reason Card.
$10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
$14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
$18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
$25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
$25.50 or more, Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
$36.50, Learned Research Journal
$56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
$100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
$500.00 or more, Major Book Collection
Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.

Donor

Message

Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends
Roz Stein
Roz Stein

Special Book Collection
In memory of Terri Freed

Recipient
Myra Lipson (twin sister) & Family

Learned Research Journal
In memory of your husband Dr. Arthur Goldberg
Ann Goldberg & Family
Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
In memory of Terri Freed
Myra Lipson (twin sister) & Family
In memory of your husband Dr. Arthur Goldberg
Ann Goldberg & Family

To make a donation, contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin,
LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.

Contact the Bulletin

Steve Seltzer, Editor................ 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison.......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter

Book Depot phone (leave a message).............747-3224
Chapter Web site............................ www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail..................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook................................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Next Board Meeting

Monday, November 2, 2020
10:00 a.m. to noon on Zoom
All members are encouraged to come
to this open meeting. Contact
Rachel Barker, SLeeRachel@comcast.net
SLeeRachel@comcast.net..
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Tucson Chapter Calendar October 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
Saturday
2
Sukkot
3

Atzeret,
Sukkot
4 8 Forever
Fit

5
6 1 Walk,
7 10
8
10 Board
Talk, Coffee Contemp.
Meeting
Fiction
12 6:45
13 2 Eating 14 10 Page 15
Simchat
Legal
for Health
Turners
Torah
11 8 Forever Puzzlers
12 Men’s
Fit
Columbus/
Book Club
Indigenous
Day

18 8 Forever 19 12:30 Sit
Fit
’n’ Stitch

25 8 Forever 26
Fit

20 1 Walk, 21 10:00
Talk, Coffee Mystery
Books
1 4 Provoc.
Films
27 1 Jewish 28
Supreme
Court
Justices

9

Shmini
10

16 1 Short
Stories

22 10:30
23
Cooking
Made
Simple
2 Early Films
29
30

Si

17

24

31
Halloween

All times are Mountain Standard Time. Sukkot, October 3 to 9; Shmini Atzeret, October 10; Simchat Torah,
October 11; Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples Day, October 12; Halloween, October 31.

Louis Dembitz Brandeis, the son of Jewish immigrants, was born and raised in Louisville, Kentucky, where his father
was a successful grain merchant. Brandeis entered Harvard Law School when he was 18 and earned the highest
average grade in the Law School’s history, graduating in 1877 at age 21.
Louis Brandeis came to the Supreme Court with extraordinary credentials as a lawyer and public ﬁgure. He proved
to be an equally extraordinary Justice by employing the skills that made him renowned as an attorney: he mastered
procedural details, researched the facts and the law, and went to great lengths to fashion opinions that were clear
and logical.
For Brandeis, law was a device to shape social, economic, and political affairs. Throughout his life, he did not seek
to coddle the individual; rather, he sought to stretch individual potential to its limit.
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News from Brandeis University
Tracking Public 0pinion During a Pandemic
From savings and job security to staying safe in the age of social distancing, there’s a lot for
consumers to worry about during the COVID-19 pandemic. Brandeis Associate Professor of
Economics Raphael Schoenle and a team of researchers at the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland
are doing their part to track public opinion in real time. By compiling daily survey data throughout
the pandemic, they hope to aid policy makers by shining a light on how the perceptions of everyday Americans are evolving.
“When you try to decide how aggressive your policy must be, you have to know what people
are thinking,” said Schoenle, who is currently on sabbatical and serving as deputy director of the
Raphael Schoenle Cleveland Fed’s Center for Inflation Research. Every day since early March, Schoenle and five
colleagues have asked more than 100 randomly selected people across the United States about their expectations
of various economic factors, like inflation or change in GDP. They also ask about personal economic questions, like
whether they’re saving more money and whether they’re more worried about their jobs.
The result is a real-time tracking survey of the coronavirus, among the first of its kind to be used as a policy tool
at the Federal Reserve. In March, the survey found that people were expecting the economy to shrink by up to
15 percent. That pessimism eased a bit as the months wore on, with expectations stabilizing between a 5- and
10-percent contraction. People also expected inflation to rise significantly in March and April, up to 10 percent at
times. That settled recently at 5 percent, though economists are actually now more concerned about deflation—
prices falling—than about inflation getting too high.
Meanwhile, expectations of how long the pandemic will last grew much more pessimistic—or realistic, depending
on your perspective. In March, a 55-percent majority thought it would be over in six months, while 28 percent
thought it would last one year, and 5 percent thought it would last two years. Now, 40 percent of people think the
pandemic will last two years, while about 7 percent think six months.

National FundRaising Event

NOVEMBER
12

End-of-Year Event

DECEMBER
17

CALENDAR

202021

Fall Opening
Luncheon & Meeting

OCTOBER 15

Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
3825 North Oracle Road
Tucson, Arizona 85705-3254
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