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Directory Changes
Please make the following corrections in your Membership 
Directory (changes underlined):
Barbara Daniels 3160 E Camino Juan Paisano, 85718
Dee Dee Green 5435 E Placita de Royale, 85718
Paula S Hecker 6231 N Montebella Rd #232, 85704
Sandra J Johnson 2015 Blooming Hills Dr #125
  Prescott AZ 86301
Judith Meyer  cell 275-7147
Shirley Miller  ShirleyMiller2645@gmail.com
Doris Nelson 2365 W Orange Grove Rd #212, 85741
  577-9578
Marlene A Salvatore 13712 N Wild Hazel Ln, Marana 85658
Sue Shack  480-528-4777
Lillian Simon & 
 Richard Hawkins  home phone 505-4756
   Lillian cell 808-5501
Myra Wasserman 11 Woburn Abby Dr, Bedford, NH 03110

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson 
Chapter of BNC wish:

Jay Feldstein  Condolences on the loss of your 
    sister.
Marsha Hirsh  Condolences on the loss of your
    husband Sydney “Sid.”
Joan Rosenbluth Condolences on the loss of your 
    brother Sydney “Sid.”
Carol Sumner A speedy recovery to your
    husband Charles. 
If you know of anyone with a simchah (happy event) 

or a sorrow, contact Sunshine chair Maxine Goldstein, 
MBGold77@yahoo.com or 760-0355. A card will be sent 
and an acknowledgment will appear in the bulletin. 

We Wish Our Members…

Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined our 
chapter:
Smith, Ann L. 7863 W Morning Light Way 85743 744-3454
 (David)
Add them to your Membership Directory. New members are 
the life of our chapter. When you see new members at a Tucson 
Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them warmly. 

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
Membership VPs: Morleen Novitt, Ofno@optonline.net or 516- 642-5331, and Amy Schwartz, AmyS60@gmail.com or 516-413-0132

Tucson Brandeis celebrated the end 
of 2020 in style and joyously during our 
End-of-Year Event. Thanks to Chair Steve 
Seltzer, we sang winter, Hanukkah, 
and Christmas songs accompanied 
by the talented David Prouty while 
enjoying our favorite cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvres. It was a happy and successful 

evening, about as close to karaoke as we can get during 
this pandemic. It was definitely a fun way to champion 
Brandeis University’s “Honoring Our History” project that 
supports scanning special Brandeis University library 
documents.

Brandeis’s Book & Author Silver Anniversary event will 
be an outstanding Zoom session. Thanks to the excellent 
leadership of Book & Author VP Sheila Rothenberg, we 
will be treated to a morning with Pulitzer Prize-Winner 
Geraldine Brooks. Mark your Zoom calendars for 11:00 
a.m. MST, Thursday, February 25, 2021. Your invitation 
is in the mail. Please be sure to fill in and return your 
envelope to Soralé Fortman, 6300 E. Speedway Blvd., 
#1321, Tucson 85710, ASAP. This unique and outstanding 
event will support Brandeis University’s Sustaining the 
Mind research program to find the causes of neurological 
degenerative diseases such as autism, ALS, Parkinson’s, 
and Alzheimer’s. 

The pandemic has inspired the creativity of our Tucson 
Brandeis chapter. Our popular We Love Our Members 
Zoom Event will take place in March. Details will be 
available soon. 

Watch for the new date for our Spring Closing Event!
All of us at Tucson Brandeis look forward to connecting 

with you at our terrific Zoom events. Please take care of 
yourselves and get vaccinated ASAP so we can gather 
together in person very soon.

Marianne Taussig, Presiding Officer N

Condolences
Tucson Chapter  

sends its condolences to
Marsha Hirsh on the death  

of her husband Sydney.
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When you sign up using the invitation you have 
received in the mail or this coupon, you will receive 
a Zoom email connection on your computer, phone, 
or tablet the day before the event, which will take 
place on THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, AT 11 a.m. MST 
and 1 p.m. EST.

Pulitzer Prize Pulitzer Prize  ___ ___at  $1000 $at  $1000 $ ______ ______

Publisher Publisher  ___ ___at $500 $at $500 $ ______ ______

Editor Editor  ___ ___at $250 $at $250 $ ______ ______

Author Author  ___ ___AT $100 $AT $100 $ ______ ______

General Admission ____at $50  $General Admission ____at $50  $ ______ ______

 Australian-born Brooks, while working for The Wall 
Street Journal, covered crises in Africa, the Balkans, 
and the Middle East, as well as the Persian Gulf War 
with her husband, Tony Horwitz. Their articles won the 
Overseas Press Club’s Award for Best Newspaper or 
Wire Reporting from Abroad.

Turning to fiction, her first novel, Year of Wonders, 
dealt with a British town that, in fear of spreading the 
Black Plague in 1666, quarantined itself from outsiders, 
a read that is particularly applicable in these pandemic 
times.

Her novel, March, based on Louisa May Alcott’s Little 
Women, earned Brooks the Pulitzer Prize in 2006 and 
has been followed by best-sellers People of the Book, 
Caleb’s Crossing, and, most recently, The Secret Chord, 

about King David.
Historically, all proceeds from Book & Author Events 

benefit Sustaining the Mind, the university’s research 
program seeking causes of neurodegenerative diseases 
such as Alzheimer’s, autism, Parkinson’s, and ALS.

This year, because of COVID-19, there won’t be a 
luncheon, a silent auction, or boutiques, but you can still 
help to contribute to this vital cause while engaging in a 
virtual conversation with Geraldine Brooks. Through this 
entertaining and engaging online program, you will be 
generously maintaining Tucson Chapter’s ongoing support.

Book & Author Presents

Pulitzer Prize Winner

MasterCard/Visa/AmEx # _________________________
Expiration Date ___________________________________
Signature ________________________________________
or ☐ check made out to BNC
Print Name(s) ____________________________________
Address _________________________________________
  __________________________________________
 Phone __________________________________________
 Email __________________________________________
 Return this reservation form by February 18, with check 
or credit card information to:
Soralé Fortman, 6300 E. Speedway Blvd. #1321, Tucson, 
Arizona 85710.

Anything you contribute for the Zoom Event is tax-deductible.
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the 

university through fund-raising and through activities that 

reflect the values on which the university was founded: 

academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and 

service to the community. 

Social Justice/ Social Justice/ 
Community ServiceCommunity Service
The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn LobellMarilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 

reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic AbuseThe Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO)Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
high school supplies.

Sister Jose Women’s CenterSister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless 
women. We help by donating clothing, towels, twin-bed 
sheets in good condition, and women’s hygiene products.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact donation, contact Marilyn LobellMarilyn Lobell, , MMLobell@msn.comMMLobell@msn.com  
or or 615-0877615-0877. . 

Nobody can help everybody,  Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!but everybody can help somebody!

TucsonBNC.com
Yes, we have a Web site, www.

TucsonBNC.com. Take a look! You 
will be proud of our chapter and its 
offerings.

The contact information for all of the 
officers and board is there.

From the site, you can read our beautiful and colorful 
bulletin on screen, you can print it out and read it on 
paper, and you can save it to your hard drive! After 
clicking on “Newsletter” and then the issue, you will 
see the bulletin in vibrant color.

The calendar has our upcoming events. Just click on 
a listing and all the information, including pricing and 
contacts, is at your fingertips.

We have a page with our next Event and a page for 
our Study Group Guide. We also have a page with a 
member registration form to print out and send in with 
your dues.

This is your site. If you have any suggestions, do not 
hesitate to contact Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com 
or 299-3788. 

Definition:
phi•lan•thro•py \fe-´lan(t)-thre-pē\ n. pl. -pies
1: Goodwill to fellowman. 2a: A philanthropic 

act or gift. 2b: A gift to your Tucson Chapter of the 
Brandeis National Committee for the benefit of the 
students and faculty at Brandeis University, often 
for the Chapter’s endowed scholarship, support 
of the libraries, or donations to the research in the 
neurodegenerative diseases, such as Parkinson’s, 
macular degeneration, and Alzheimer’s.
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Shelly Picus was born Rochelle Sue Cowen in 
Milwaukee. Her family lived in one of her uncle’s 
apartment buildings along with aunts, uncles, and 
cousins. Looking back, there was a lot of family. If she 
didn’t like her mother’s dinner, she could go to one of 
her aunts.

The bubble burst when she was about six years old. As 
Shelly was walking home from school with two friends and 
a babysitter, a couple of older boys shouted, “Dirty Jew. 
You killed Jesus.” She did not understand, but her parents 
moved her to a school with a Jewish presence.

In middle school, Shelly made several friends. They 
were all chubby, silly, and went to Hebrew School 
together. All they wanted to do was listen to Ricky 
Nelson records.

Shelly went to Washington High School and had great 
grades. Her favorite course was Spanish. She was the 
only Jewish girl to be nominated to the Prom Court. 
She didn’t eat for two weeks trying to fit into the formal 
gown. Her date was Peter Picus, later to be her husband. 
She was on the Boston Store (a department store in the 
Midwest) Teen Board. The board modeled in shows and 
in the store.

Shelly loved the University of Wisconsin, where she 
majored in Spanish, graduated with honors, received her 
masters degree, and lectured for a couple of years.

Shelly’s husband Peter and she have been married 
for 52 years. They’ve been to Europe a few times, with 
Spain her favorite place, followed by London and Paris. 
They have had two children. Marlene is a psychiatrist 
at the Massachusetts General Hospital. Jon is an 
attorney and partner in a personal protective equipment 
company in Scottsdale.

Peter and Shelly co-owned a contemporary furniture 
store, The Shelf Shop, in suburban Milwaukee. With 
the popularity of condominiums, shelves sold well. 
Buying trips to Chicago were the most fun. With a tough 
economy, the store came to an end. Retail is difficult, 
but she loved it.

Shelly then entered the field of advertising, first for 
the Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle, then television time for 
the local CBS station, for a total of 23 years. Peter went 
into promotions.

Shelly and Peter then came to Tucson because her 
daughter Marlene lived here and Marlene’s husband 

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ............................. Susan Berger, Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders ....................... Soralé Fortman & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Meet Your Study Meet Your Study 
Group LeaderGroup Leader

Your Officers
Presiding Officer ................................................Marianne Taussig
Vice President of Book & Author ..................Sheila Rothenberg
VPs of the Book Business ............. Rachel Barker & Meg Sivitz
Vice-President of Book Fund ....................................... Lois Bodin
VPs of Membership ............. Morleen Novitt & Amy Schwartz 
Vice-President of Communications ......................Steve Seltzer
Vice-President of Study Groups ............................Davya Cohen
Recording Secretary ...............................................Terry Williams
Financial Secretary ................................................Terrie Sherman
Corresponding Secretaries .......Sandra Lachter & Karen Loeb
Treasurer .....................................................................Steven Burke
Chapter Advisors ..........Soralé Fortman & Marsha Rosenblum

Questions? Leave a message on the Book Depot phone, 
747-3224, or e-mail us at BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com. 

2021
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*  Monday, February 1
Book & Author Event Thursday, February 25
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 1
We Love Our Members Event moved to March TBD
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 5
Spring Closing Luncheon & Installation April TBD
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 3

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Continued on page 6, top left
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We had an excellent 
End-of-Year Zoom Event, 
with a group of people 
enjoying David Prouty 
playing the piano and 
singing a Hanukkah song, 
a group of winter songs, and some songs from the 1940s 
and 1950s.

We schmoozed and discussed the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the promise of the vaccine, our families, and funny 
stories.

If you missed this year’s event, try not to miss next 
year’s party. 

We have great events coming up in February, March, 
and April!

The Book & Author Zoom Event will be fabulous on 
Thursday, February 25. We have Pulitzer Prize-Winning 
Author Geraldine Brooks speaking, followed by a 
question-and-answer period.

The We L♥ve Our Members Zoom Event in March 
(date to be selected) should also be a fun time for all 
who attend.

Finally, in April, on a date to be determined, we will 
have a Zoom Spring Closing Event with an great speaker 
and installation of officers.

Mark all these events on your calendars so that you 
will not miss them. 

“Most of the things worth 
doing in the world had 

been declared impossible 
before they were done.

Louis Brandeis

was sick (he’s well now). They came back and forth from 
Milwaukee until they made arrangements to move here.

Shelly came to a Tucson Chapter, BNC, new member 
meeting at the previous Madaras Gallery at Skyline and 
Campbell and joined immediately.

Shelly has done publicity for the Tucson Chapter and 
loves the Book &Author Events. She has joined a number 
of Study Groups, including Page Turners, Art Talks, and 
the Mystery Book Club. Currently, she is teaching the 
Survival Beginning Spanish Study Group Class. She is 
happy that she joined Brandeis! 

Meet Your… Continued from page 5

We Need a Few 
Good  
Men and Women

The Tucson Chapter needs volunteers to become 
board members.

Can you attend board meetings, currently on 
Zoom, once a month and volunteer to help with 
our events?

You will find that volunteering for the board of the 
Tucson Chapter will give you appreciation for the 
work the Chapter does to help the members, the 
Tucson community, and Brandeis University.

For this easy but important work, contact Steve 
Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com or 299-3788. 
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Volunteers are unpaid,  Volunteers are unpaid,  
not because they are worthless,  not because they are worthless,  
but because they are priceless!but because they are priceless!

This year, the student who has 
received our Elaine Lisberg Tucson 
BNC Endowed Scholarship is 
freshman Sydney Lenhart, ’24.

A graduate of Salpointe Catholic 
High School in Tucson, Sydney 
intends to major in biology and 

is a member of the Galaxy Program, an initiative in 
which 60 students, many from underrepresented or 
disadvantaged groups, will be mentored by faculty, 
postdoctoral students, and graduate students and 
offered additional instruction in the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) fields. Her goal is 
to become a physician.

In high school, she was vice-president of the National 
Honor Society (NHS) and was in the NHS for two years. She 
was a Salpointe Scholar, which required an annual grade 
point average of 4.0 or higher and received the Leonardo 
da Vinci Award from the Humanities Department.

Sydney is also on the Brandeis University women’s 
soccer team and was a varsity player at Salpointe all 
four years. Her high school team won the Arizona state 
championship three years in a row. 

Our Scholarship Program
We have had our 

Elaine Lisberg Tucson 
B N C  E n d o w e d 
Scholarship s ince 
2009, naming it after 
the late Elaine Lisberg 
in September, 2018. 
Steadily, the amount of principal has been increasing. 
The Book Depot’s earnings all go to the scholarship, as 
do some donations to the tributes (see page 8).

The scholarship fund is invested with Brandeis 
University’s other endowments. We have donated 
$280,329 to the fund as of June 30, 2020. On July 1, 
2019, the value was $335,435. Scholarship aid took out 
$19,060 and return on investment was $12,379. The 
market value of the fund on June 30, 2020, was $338,571 
(a gain of $3,136).

Please keep giving to the fund, so that we can raise the 
principal in the endowment. 

Work at the Book DepotThe Book Depot could use a few more people to help 
with listing books for online sales. You can be a big help.

Contact Rachel Barker, SLeeRachel@comcast.net or 
leave a message at 747-3224. 

Did You Have a Brandeis 
Moment Today?

Tonight, you might turn on the television and connect 
with Brandeis again. Do you watch reruns of the TV show 

“Friends”? Marta Kauffman, a member of the Brandeis 
Class of 1978, and David Crane, who graduated a year 
later, created the show, as well as other television series. 
Many of the story lines are based on their Brandeis 
experiences. You have had a Brandeis moment! 
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Next Board Zoom MeetingNext Board Zoom Meeting
Monday, February 1, 2021Monday, February 1, 2021

10:00 a.m. to noon10:00 a.m. to noon

All members are encouraged to come  All members are encouraged to come  
to this Zoom meeting. Contact Marianne to this Zoom meeting. Contact Marianne 
Taussig, Taussig, MSTaussig2@comcast.netMSTaussig2@comcast.net..

Donor Message Recipient
Learned Research Journal

Janet & Steve Seltzer Condolences for your dear husband Sid. Marsha Hirsh
Marianne & Stuart Taussig Meg, thinking of you. Meg Sivitz

Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
Brandeis Friends Condolences for your dear sister Ruth Stage. Judi & Jay Feldstein
Brandeis Friends Cheer Team. Meg Sivitz

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Soralé Fortman My thoughts and prayers are with you. May memories of happy occasions 
  married with Sid sustain you. Marsha Hirsh
Soralé Fortman My thoughts and prayers are with you. May memories of happy occasions 
  spent with your brother Sid Hirsh sustain you. Joan Rosenbluth
Lisa Ungar/Bob Fridrich Wishing you a speedy recover! Meg Sivitz

Goldfarb Library Card
Soralé Fortman Looking forward to your returning to Tucson and feeling much better. Meg Sivitz
Jean & Jordan Nerenberg Meg, wishing you a speedy recovery! Meg Sivitz
Betty Scott Condolences for your dear husband Sid. Marsha Hirsh 

Contact the Bulletin
Steve Seltzer, Editor ............... 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com
Meg Sivitz, Board Liaison ......615-4739, megaron3@msn.com

Contact the Chapter
Book Depot phone (leave a message) ............747-3224
Chapter Web site ........................... www.TucsonBNC.org
Chapter e-mail .................... BNCTucsonBooks@yahoo.com
Facebook ...............................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Express Your ThoughtfulnessExpress Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation and Tributes

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-
well wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The 
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah 
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
 $5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50, Light of Reason Card.
 $10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $25.50 or more, Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
 $36.50, Learned Research Journal
 $56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
 $500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.
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Tucson Chapter Calendar February 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 10 Board 
Meeting

2 Mindful-
ness

2 10:30 Begin 
Spanish

2 Writing 
As...

3 9 Forever 
Fit Too

10 Contemp.  
Fiction

4 10 Women’s 
Issues

5 10 Origami
1 Canonicity

6

7 9 Forever 
Fit

8 10 Board 
Meeting

2 Mindful-
ness

6:45 Legal 
Puzzlers

9 10:30 
Begin 
Spanish 

2 Writing 
As...

10 9 Forever 
Fit Too

10 Page 
Turners

12 Men’s 
Book Club

12 Bon 
Appétit

11 1 Gene-
alogy

12 1 
Canonicity

 

13

14 9 Forever 
Fit

Valentine’s 
Day

15 12:30 Sit 
’n’ Stitch

2 Mindful-
ness

Presidents’ 
Day

16 10:30 
Begin 
Spanish

17 9 Forever 
Fit Too

11:30 
Mystery 
Books

1 Four 
Provocative 
Films

18 19 1 Short 
Stories

1 Canonicity

20

21 9 Forever 
Fit

22 2 
Mindful-
ness

23 1 Jewish 
Supreme 
Court

24 9 Forever 
Fit Too

25 10:30 
Cooking 
Made 
Simple

2 Early Films

26 1 
Canonicity

Purim

27

28 9 Forever 
Fit

All times Are mountAin stAndArd time. Valentine’s Day, February 14; President’s Day, February 15; Purim, 
February 26.

• Of the 10,223 people who applied to Brandeis University, 34% were accepted for the class of 2024,
• Of the $75 million given in financial aid, 61% of the students received the money, averaging $47,713 per student.
• The undergraduate tuition and fees totaled $57,186 for the 2019-20 school year.
• Graduate students received $36 million in financial aid.
• There are 3,493 undergraduates and 1,947 graduate students, totaling 5,440 students at Brandeis.
• The endowment fund of $1.07 billion supports 15% of the University’s operating budget.
• The endowment fund grew from $766 million in 2013 to the present amount in 2020. 
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MARCH TBD
We Love Our We Love Our 
Members Event Members Event

FEBRUARY 
25
Book & Author Book & Author Event  Event

APRIL TBD
Closing Spring Event Closing Spring Event 
and Installation and Installation

2021 CALENDAR

News from Brandeis UniversityNews from Brandeis University
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Gannit Ankori Named Director & Chief Curator of 
the Rose Art Museum

Brandeis University has named Gannit Ankori as the Henry and Lois Foster Director and 
Chief Curator of the Rose Art Museum, effective January 1, 2021. Ankori, a professor of 
art history and theory in the departments of Fine Arts and Women, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies at Brandeis University, has been serving as interim director at the Rose since July 
2020. Founded in 1961, the Rose Art Museum is among the nation’s premier university 
museums dedicated to modern and contemporary art.

A Jerusalem native and citizen of the world, Ankori is a critically acclaimed author, curator, 
and educator, who brings an in-depth knowledge of the Rose Art Museum’s unique role as 
a world-class museum within a university setting. During a time of uncertainty due to COVID-19, her leadership 
and expertise have proven invaluable to the museum. 

“I’m pleased that Gannit will be leading the Rose at such a critical time when so many arts and culture institutions 
are struggling to remain open and relevant,” said Brandeis President Ron Liebowitz. “Her deep devotion to the 
museum, scholarly acumen, curatorial expertise, and proven capacity to lead and inspire makes her the ideal choice. 
Brandeis is committed to the creative arts and its stellar museum, and the university looks forward to joining Gannit 
in supporting, uplifting, and celebrating the Rose and its future initiatives.” 

“Since stepping into my role, I have been working with the Rose team to reimagine the museum as a welcoming 
and vibrant nexus for art, communities, and justice,” Ankori said. “Pursuing an uncharted path, we are transforming 
the Rose into an antiracist, anticolonial institution. We are exploring new inclusive and more equitable ways of being 
a cutting-edge and inspiring museum that harnesses the power of art and ideas to create social change.”  


