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Fall Opening Event
Tuesday, October 19, 2021,Tuesday, October 19, 2021,

1:00 p.m., on Zoom1:00 p.m., on Zoom
No Fee; Contributions Appreciated.No Fee; Contributions Appreciated.
Speaker: Edward J. Caldwell, Esq.,Speaker: Edward J. Caldwell, Esq.,

Policy and Resources Development Department Policy and Resources Development Department 
Manager at West Basin Municipal Water Manager at West Basin Municipal Water 

DistrictDistrict speaking on “Arizona Water” speaking on “Arizona Water”
This event supports Honoring Our History: Transforming This event supports Honoring Our History: Transforming 

Unique Library Collections Highlighting Social Justice.Unique Library Collections Highlighting Social Justice.
Committee: Morleen Novitt, Amy Schwartz, Davya Cohen, and Terrie ShermanCommittee: Morleen Novitt, Amy Schwartz, Davya Cohen, and Terrie Sherman

Ask your friends, neighbors, Ask your friends, neighbors, 
and acquaintances to join and acquaintances to join 
us as a way for us to get us as a way for us to get 

new members and make the new members and make the 
Tucson Chapter even more Tucson Chapter even more 

exciting.exciting.

❑Yes, I’m coming to the Fall Opening EventFall Opening Event with 
a donation of $____, all of which is tax-deductible.
❑I’m not coming, but will donate $_____.

PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS.
Name(s) _______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Home phone, cell phone, & email _______________

_______________________________________________

Send your contribution check payable to BNCBNC 
to Terrie Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson, 

AZ 85715, by October 17, 2021.
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D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your 

Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Meg &  501 Plush Mill Rd #418
 Ronald J Sivitz Wallingford PA 19086
  M: © 237-4373; R: © 237-6484
Marilyn F & Allan J Sternstein
 1593 E Sahuaro Blossom Pl, 85718

Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined 
our chapter:
Jessica Goldstein 6464 E Jardin Verde, 85756 444-1090
  jpm59tba@me.com
Carole Nudelman 450 W Cool Dr #130, 85704 © 516-353-3638
Jane Morris
 6801 N Solaz Cuarto, 85718 (till 9/30/21)
 6242 N Rockland Rd, 85704 (on 10/1/21)
  © 727-743-0883
  jmgs55@msn.com
Holly Richman 15901 N Forecastle Ave, 85750 818-3080
Paul Schwartz see Amy Schwartz

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members 
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at 
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them 
warmly. 

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
Membership VPs: Morleen Novitt, Ofno@optonline.net or 516- 642-5331, and Amy Schwartz, AmyS60@gmail.com or 516-413-0132

We have had excellent response 
to our Study Groups for this year. 
With so many returning and new 
classes to offer, we have many 
people signing up. There are still a 
number of spaces remaining, so if 
you haven’t signed up, please look 
at our Study Group Guide now. If 

you don’t have one, go to TucsonBNC.org, click on Study 
Groups, then click on the Study Group Guide.

We have planned some wonderful events this year, 
starting with our fabulous Opening Fall Event run by Morleen 
Novitt and Amy Schwartz on Tuesday, October 19, with our 
wonderful speaker, Edward J. Caldwell, Esquire.

In December, we celebrate Hanukkah, Christmas, 
and New Year’s Eve with our End-of-the-Year Party on 
Sunday, December 12. Bob Fridrich and Steve Seltzer 
will co-chair the event.

We hope there will be a University on Wheels in 
January 2022, which we may celebrate at the Tucson 
Jewish Community Center, with Karen Loeb and 
Barbara Wilder as our co-chairs.

On Monday, February 14, 2022, we will honor our 
members with the We Love Our Members event.

Bertie Levkowitz (Herz) and Rica Spivack will be 
chairing our Book & Author Silver Anniversary with a 
dinner on Wednesday, March 2, and our Luncheon with 
a silent auction chaired by Donna Leavitt on Thursday, 
March 3, at Skyline Country Club.

Our final event will be the exciting Closing Spring 
Luncheon and Installation of Officers on Tuesday, 
April 5.

We are actively trying to recruit new members for 
our Study Groups, Events, and fund-raising for Brandeis 
University. Look to your friends, neighbors, and Tucson 
relatives to enroll interested people for our Tucson 
Chapter. Refer these people to our VPs of Membership, 
Morleen Novitt and Amy Schwartz.

May you all do well during this pandemic and the 
new variants. I hope you are all vaccinated.

Steve Seltzer, Presiding Officer N

In Memoriam
Life Member Joy-Carol Page; former members 

Carol Cunin and Rosalie Siegel.

Condolences
Tucson Chapter sends its condolences to

William Page on the loss of his wife Joy-Carol Page.
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YOU can help by volunteering to be on a committee 
for the We Love Our Members Event and the 
Closing Spring Luncheon and Installation of 

Officers.
We need members who can search out a venue, 

decorate the venue, and find a speaker. This requires a 
little time and effort, but is very rewarding.

To volunteer to be part of a committee for an event, 
contact Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com or 299-3788, 
and become part of our team. 

Our new fiscal year began July 1, and it is renewal time 
for BNC membership. We appreciate your continued 
philanthropic support of the students, faculty, libraries, 
and research at Brandeis University. To pay your dues, 
mail them to Sue Shack, 9659 E. Belasco Loop, Tucson, 
AZ 85748. For questions about dues, contact Sue at 
SueS5211@yahoo.com or 480-528-4777. 

Transforming UniqUe ColleCTions HigHligHTing soCial JUsTiCe
In light of increasing anti-Semitism, restrictions on immigration, and institutionalized sexism, the unique collections 

at the Brandeis libraries that speak to such topics are more important than ever. This project will convert these 
documents into electronic versions, making it possible for everyone to have access to them. Providing electronic 
access to these materials will help to preserve the originals while inviting new forms of digital scholarship and 
ensuring global and continuous access to our valuable, one-of-a-kind research collections. 

¢
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing 

philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished 

liberal arts and research university founded by the American 

Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the 

university through fund-raising and through activities that 

reflect the values on which the university was founded: 

academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and 

service to the community. 

Social Justice/ Social Justice/ 
Community ServiceCommunity Service
The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn LobellMarilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 

reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic AbuseThe Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO)Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
high school supplies.

Sister Jose Women’s CenterSister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless 
women. We help by donating clothing, towels, twin-bed 
sheets in good condition, and women’s hygiene products.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact donation, contact Marilyn LobellMarilyn Lobell, , MMLobell@msn.comMMLobell@msn.com  
or or 615-0877615-0877. . 

Nobody can help everybody,  Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!but everybody can help somebody!

Membership
To help the Tucson Chapter of the Brandeis National 

keep assisting the students, faculty, libraries, and research 
at Brandeis University, we need a large membership. 
Get your family in Tucson, friends, neighbors, and 
acquaintances to join our chapter.

We offer our members Study Groups, educational 
events, support of some Tucson charities, and support of 
the Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Endowed Scholarship for 
only $60 per year, $100 for two people at one address.

You can support this Chapter by referring potential 
members to our Membership Vice-Presidents, Morleen 
Novitt, Ofno@optonline.net or 516-642-5331, or Amy 
Schwartz, AmyS60@gmail.com or 577-1343. They 
have exciting new and prospective member events for 
these people. 

Did You Know?
You can get all the news from the Brandeis campus 

and about the Brandeis National Committee on line from 
home. Just enter www.brandeis.edu/news/index.html 
on your computer and kvell.

If you don’t receive the Brandeis Magazine, with 
brief information about Brandeis University and the 
Brandeis National Committee, contact our Executive 
Director Beth Bernstein at bernstei@brandeis.edu or 
781-736-4190. 

You will be interested in knowing that John Forbes Nash, 
Jr., the subject of the Academy Award-winning film “A 
Beautiful Mind,” conducted research at Brandeis University 
from 1965 to 1967. During his time there, he wrote a paper 
that appeared in the Annals of Mathematics, considered the 
most prestigious mathematics journal. 

Did You Know?
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Marcia Luloff Sabesin was born and raised in Staten 
Island, NY, a borough of NYC, which had a small Jewish 
population but, similar to Tucson, was very close-knit. 
Religious and social life revolved around the JCC. 

In the last month of her senior year of high school, she 
met her future husband, Seymour Sabesin, who grew up 
in Brooklyn, on a blind date for a formal dance at the JCC.

Marcia went off to Russell Sage College in Troy, NY, 
where she majored in business and minored in English 
literature. During those four year, she and Seymour 
dated and eventually married a year after her college 
graduation.

dAtRussell Sage, Marcia was very active in Hillel, 
serving as an officer of the campus organization and 
holding other leadership roles for the college.

Meanwhile, Seymour entered NYU Medical School, 
completed his third year when they married, graduated, 
and then served his internship in New York City. Marcia 
worked for Abraham & Straus in Brooklyn. 

Seymour accepted a position at the National Institutes 
for Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Maryland, and they moved 
to Bethesda for the next three years. During that time, 
Marcia worked in retailing and then a short time in 
computer programming. Upon becoming pregnant with 
their first child, she was fired from her job, as women 
were not allowed to work after six months of pregnancy. 
This event made a strong impression on her, leading to 
a desire to change this situation in the future, and she 
became she interested in the law, as her father was a 
lawyer and she had been exposed to the study of law 
growing up.

Next, the couple moved to Manhattan for one 
year as Seymour continued his medical education, 
specializing in gastroenterology (GI). The next move 
was to Boston, where he completed a fellowship in GI 
at the Massachusetts General Hospital, part of Harvard 
Medical School.

During that time, Marcia worked for an insurance 
company as a computer programmer, became pregnant 
with their second daughter, and was once again asked 
to leave the job upon reaching her sixth month of 
pregnancy. She was able to obtain some part-time work 
as a programmer during their last three of six years in 
Boston, taking advantage of what was then very new, 
working at home and going into the office after hours 
for testing programs.

Daughter number three was born during that last year. They 
then moved on to Jefferson Medical School, Philadelphia, 

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders ..Soralé Fortman, Sue Berger, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Meet Your Study Meet Your Study 
Group LeaderGroup Leader

2021-22
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*  Monday, September 13
Board Meeting*  Monday, October 4
Fall Opening Luncheon Tuesday, October 19
Board Meeting*  Monday, November 1
Board Meeting*  Monday, December 6
End-of-Year Party  Sunday, December 12
Board Meeting*  Monday, January 3
University on Wheels January TBD
Board Meeting*  Monday, February 7
We Love Our Members Event Monday, February 14

Book & AuthorBook & Author Dinner Dinner Wednesday, March 2
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, March 3
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 7
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 4
Spring Closing Luncheon & Installation Tuesday, April 5
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 2

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Presiding Officer ............................................................Sue Berger
VPs of Book & Author ........... Bertie Levkowitz & Rica Spivack
Vice-President of Book Fund ....................................... Lois Bodin
Vice-President of Communications ......................Steve Seltzer
VPs of Membership ............. Morleen Novitt & Amy Schwartz 
Vice-President of Study Groups ............................Davya Cohen
VP of Virtual Communication .............................Terrie Sherman
Recording Secretary ...............................................Terry Williams
Financial Secretary .........................................................Sue Shack
Corresponding Secretary ......................................Laura Holland
Treasurer .....................................................................Steven Burke
Chapter Advisors ..........Soralé Fortman & Marsha Rosenblum

Continued on page 6
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living in the suburbs of Wyncote for four years.
Marcia was a stay-at-home mom during that time, but 

thought about returning to school for graduate work. 
Seymour was offered a position as director of GI at the 
University of Tennessee Medical Center in Memphis. 
Learning that women were entering law school at 
Memphis State College of Law, Marcia applied and was 
admitted for the following year. During that time, while 
the three daughters were in school, she took courses for 
an MBA, then law school, and graduated in 1979. She 
worked for a small law firm, which specialized in civil 
rights, but she concentrated in corporate law and estate 
and tax planning, which became her specialty. Moving 
to Chicago in 1986, when Seymour was offered the 
directorship of GI with Rush Medical School, she found 
law firm positions difficult to obtain for a female attorney. 
Eventually, she found an opportunity to share space with 
another lawyer and developed her own estate and tax 
planning practice, where she still works now part-time. 
She also obtained her LLM in Taxation.

Seymour was invited to speak at many medical 
meetings, and he also organized Continuing Medical 
Education courses in GI. They traveled to many U.S. states 
for meetings, and Arizona was a favorite. They loved 
Arizona and thought about a warm climate getaway from 
cold Chicago. While at a meeting at La Paloma Resort, 
they took a look at some new construction and were 
hooked. They have been coming to Tucson for longer 
and longer periods of time since the late 1980s. They 
love Tucson and became active in the art community, 
found people very friendly, and made many new friends, 
including many Chicago people they had not met in 
Chicago.

Marcia heard about Brandeis through Chicago friends, 
but initially thought she could not participate because 
they spent a short time here.

Eventually, she joined the Bridge Study Group, and 
more recently a film group and Legal Puzzlers. She reads 
and knits for relaxation.

Unfortunately, Seymour passed away in Tucson 
in January. Marcia appreciated all the support she 
received from Brandeis members when Seymour 
passed away. Struggling through the financial issues 
which overwhelmed her even though she was very 
knowledgeable of such matters made her realize many 
people had a need for help with financial matters. She 
volunteered to be a Study Group leader for early 2022, 
to help others learn how to manage on their own.

Marcia plans to continue to spend time in Tucson and 
eventually may change her residency. 

Meet Your… continued from page 5

Support our Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Endowed 
Scholarship Fund by making a donation to this fund in the 
Tributes section of our tribute page (p. 8) or donating directly 
to the fund by sending a check to our Treasurer, Steven 
Burke, 7459 E. Serenity Ln., Tucson, AZ 85750.

This fund supports a scholarship preferentially for 
a Tucson-area student who is admitted to Brandeis 
University. Help underwrite our scholarship by making 
a direct donation. 
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Next Board MeetingNext Board Meeting
Monday, September Monday, September 1313, 2021, 2021
10:00 a.m. to noon on Zoom10:00 a.m. to noon on Zoom

All members are encouraged to come  All members are encouraged to come  
to this open meeting by contacting Steve to this open meeting by contacting Steve 

Seltzer, Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.comseltz5001@aol.com..

Steve Seltzer, Editor .......520-299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com

Terrie Sherman ............ 520-290-1490, Loves2Walk@aol.com
Facebook ...............................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Book Fund and Tributes
We’ve heard about recession,

And we’ve heard about depression.

We know all about inflation
And the burden of taxation.

But we’re stating our position
On this urgent Brandeis mission.

Our message will be terse.
Things could go from bad to “verse”!

So we ask you not to tarry
In supporting the library.

Book Fund and Tributes count on your donation
To improve the situation

.
For your kind cooperation
We express appreciation.

P.S. If you follow our instruction, You can take a tax 
deduction! See page 8.

Study Groups, Study Groups, Study Groups
There are a number of Study Groups that are looking for students in their classes. You can 

join these groups and have the benefit of learning and socializing. All of our Study Groups 
are either educational or social and are worth taking for the benefit of our members.

If you haven’t signed up yet or if you haven’t received your Study Group Guide, go to 
TucsonBNC.org and click on “Study Groups.” You will be able to see all of the Study Groups. 
If you haven’t received your Study Group Guide, email to Terrie Sherman, Loves2Walk@

aol.com, or call her at 520-471-2474. 

OUR speaker for the Opening Fall Event is Edward J. Caldwell, Esq,, son-in-law of members Rachel and Lee 
Barker. E.J. is a widely respected expert on issues concerning water. He is an attorney who has worked at 
the West Basin Municipal Water District for more than 15 years, now serving as acting General Manager. 

Caldwell has led the district’s government affairs and policy initiatives and currently manages the Water Policy & 
Resources Development Department West Basin, a wholesale water agency that provides imported drinking water 
to nearly one million people in 17 cities and unincorporated areas in Los Angeles County. West Basin is an industry 
leader in water recycling, conservation, and water education.  

Our Opening Fall Event Speaker
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Donor Message Recipient
Special Book Collection

Brandeis Friends Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin. Dr. Burton Cunin & Family
Donna & Ira Leavitt Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin. Dr. Burton Cunin & Family 

Learned Research Journal Folio
Brandeis Friends Mazal tov on the marriage of granddaughter Ally to Tim. Gail & Ron Isaacs
Brandeis Friends Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Joy Carol Page. William Page & Family

Learned Research Journal
Linda & Steve Laden Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin. Dr. Burton Cunin & Family
Janet & Steve Seltzer Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin. Dr. Burton Cunin & Family
Janet & Steve Seltzer Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Joy Carol Page. William Page & Family
Janet & Steve Seltzer Condolences on the loss of your wife Rosealie Siegel. Herb Siegel & Family
Marcia Winick Condolences on the loss of your dear husband Larry Chapman. Doris Chapman 

Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship card
Brandeis Friends Condolences on the loss of your dear husband Larry Chapman. Doris Chapman
Brandeis Friends Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin. Dr. Burton Cunin & Family 
Brandeis Friends Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Joy Carol Page. William Page & Family
Brandeis Friends Condolences on the loss of your wife Rosealie Siegel. Herb Siegel & Family

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Shelly Lipowich Have a speedy recovery from hip surgery. Fran Luck
Jean Nerenberg Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Joy Carol Page. William Page & Family 

Goldfarb Library at Night Card
Brandeis Friends Have a speedy recovery from hip surgery. Fran Luck
Aimee & Stephen Doctoroff Have a speedy recovery. Stuart Taussig
Soralé Fortman Condolences on the loss of your dear husband Larry Chapman. Doris Chapman
Soralé Fortman Have a speedy recovery from hip surgery. Fran Luck
Elsa & Jay Goldberg Have a speedy recovery. Janet Seltzer
Marsha Rosenblum Have a speedy recovery. Eunice Shafer

Learned Research Journal
Harriet & Edward Katz Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin. Dr. Burton Cunin & Family 

Philanthropy, Learning, and Community Card
Elsa & Jay Goldberg Have a speedy recovery. Stuart Taussig
Linda & Steve Laden In memory of your brother-in-law William Kohner. Ruth & Jim Friedman
Linda & Steve Laden Happy special birthday! Jim Friedman
Marsha Rosenblum Mazal tov on the marriage of granddaughter Ally to Tim. Gail & Ron Isaacs
Marsha Rosenblum Mazal tov on the marriage of grandson Jack Levkowitz to Chaya Levin. Bertie Levkowitz & Tom Herz
Marcia Winick Condolences on the loss of Gloria Jacobs. Family of Gloria Jacobs

Express Your ThoughtfulnessExpress Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation and Tributes

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-
well wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The 
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah 
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
 $5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
 $10.50, Light of Reason Card.
 $10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
 $14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
 $25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $25.50 or more, Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
 $36.50, Learned Research Journal
 $56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
 $500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.

Continued on page 9, bottom
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Tucson Chapter Calendar September 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 9 Forever 
Fit Too

10 Contemp 
Fiction

2 3 9 Strength 
& Balance

4

5 9 Forever 
Fit

6 Labor 
Day

7 Rosh 
Hashanah

8 Rosh 
Hashanah

9 10 9 Strength 
& Balance

11

12 9 
Forever Fit

13 9 Core 
on the 
Floor

 10 Board 
Meeting

14 1 Jewish 
Supreme 
Court 
Justices

15 Kol Nidre 16 Yom 
Kippur

17 9 Strength 
& Balance

1 Short 
Stories BC

18

19 9 
Forever Fit

20 9 Core 
on the 
Floor

21 Sukkot 1 22 Sukkot 2 23 2 Think 
You Can’t 
Write

24 9 Strength 
& Balance

25

26 9 
Forever Fit

27 9 Core 
on the 
Floor

28 Shemini 
Atzeret

29 10 Mystery 
Book Club

Simhat 
Torah

30 10:30 
Cooking 
Made 
Simple

All times Are mountAin stAndArd time. Labor Day, September 6; Rosh Hashanah, September 7 and 8; Kol NIdre, 
September 15; Yom Kippur, September 16; Sukkot, September 21 and 22; Shemini Atzeret, September 28; 
Simhat Torah, September 29. 

Arlene & Martin Zuckerman Have a speedy recovery. Janet Seltzer
Candace Alper Condolences on the loss of your wife Rosealie Siegel. Herb Siegel & Family
Arlene & Martin Zuckerman Happy birthday! Meg Sivitz 

Journal Donation and Tributes continued from page 8

The Tucson Chapter will be printing a new address and phone directory this year, 
the Tucson Chapter Membership Directory. We must have your current address, ZIP 
code, home phone number, cell phone numbers, and e-mail address or addresses by 
October 30. If you are not sure we have current information, contact Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com or 520-299-3788, to check. Please help us with this project. 

Rachel Barker and Tammy Strobel will be checking this directory, so it is important to get it right the first time. 

☞ ¡Important Notice!     ☜
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DECEMBER 
12
End-of-Year Party End-of-Year Party

OCTOBER 19
Fall Opening Fall Opening 
Luncheon Luncheon & Meeting  & Meeting

JANUARY 
TBD
University On University On 
Wheels Wheels

2021–
22 CALENDAR

News from Brandeis UniversityNews from Brandeis University
NON-PROFIT ORG.

U. S. POSTAGE
PAID

TUCSON, AZ
PERMIT NO. 970

Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
5001 E. Calle Guebabi
Tucson, Arizona 85718-3713

First-Time Olympian Ben Percival ’18 Went to Tokyo
Peniamina (Ben) Percival ’18 went to the Tokyo Olympics in July to compete in judo, representing his 

home country of Samoa. Percival is only the second Brandeis graduate to compete in the Olympics. 
The other is fencer Tim Morehouse ’00, who scored a silver medal with the U.S. men’s saber team at 
the Beijing Olympics in 2008.

A former international and global studies major, Percival announced the news on his Instagram account. 
He said, “Judo is a fantastic sport that is relatively new to sporting arenas yet has roots that stretch back 
thousands of years. That Samoa has judo players is testimony to its global reach as a modern martial 
art that is increasing in popularity around the world.

“Adapted from Ju-jitsu, an ancient Japanese martial art, Judo was founded by Jigoro Kano in Japan in 1882. The 
words ‘Jū’ and ‘Dō’ together mean ‘gentle way,’ a reference to yielding to, or using, an opponent’s force to defeat 
him or her without striking or hitting. It revolves around the principle of ‘maximum efficiency with minimum effort’ 
and that practice should be of ‘mutual benefit’ to players.”

Prior to the cames, Percifval stated, “Other than my judo competition, the main thing I am looking forward to at the 
Olympics is to stand by my country’s flag and know that my people and my friends and family are all cheering for me. 
This is, of course, a very tough time to be having the Olympics, but I hope it can be made as safe as possible, and that 
it can be seen as a beacon of light that unites the world, the countries, and their representatives through sports.

“The greatest part about being a Brandeis student was having a close connection with professors and like-minded 
peers who have inspired me and motivated me to pursue my life goals. Also, the learning culture at Brandeis—that 
we are given the freedom to develop our own path of learning—is very special. Brandeis holds a very special place 
in my heart, and I can’t wait to visit again someday!” 


