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Fall Opening Event

Tuesday, October 19, 2021,
1:00 P.M., on Zoom
No Fee; Contributions Appreciated.
Speaker: Edward J. Caldwell, Esq.,

Policy & Resources Development Department Manager
at West Basin Municipal Water District

speaking on “Arizona Water”

This event supports Honoring Our History: Transforming
Unique Library Collections Highlighting Social Justice.
Co-Chairs: Morleen Novitt, Amy Schwartz

Ask your friends, neighbors, and
acquaintances to join us as a
way for us to get new members
and make the Tucson Chapter
even more exciting.

❑Yes, I’m coming to the Fall Opening Event with
a donation of $____, all of which is tax-deductible.
❑I’m not coming, but will donate $_____.
PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS.
Name(s)________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Home phone, cell phone, & email__________________
_______________________________________________
Send your contribution check payable to BNC to
Terrie Sherman, 7580 E. Río Verde Dr., Tucson, AZ
85715, by October 17, 2021.
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M embers hip

Page

Membership VPs: Morleen Novitt, Ofno@optonline.net or 516- 642-5331, and Amy Schwartz, AmyS60@gmail.com or 516-413-0132

D i r e c to r y C h a n g es
Plea se make the follow ing corrections in your
Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Welcome to the new BNC season!
This is going to be an exciting year.
The Study Groups are having a great
kick-off. Although we miss seeing
each other face-to-face, Zoom has

Essie Nadler
3900 N Sabino Canyon Rd #2502, 85750
Jean B &
Jordan Nerenberg
13500 N Rancho Vistoso Blvd #230, 85755
Alice & Don Schindel
© 847-859-2825
Emlee Silverman 5825 N Placita Gacela, 85718
Susan Winkler		
SusanWinkler24@yahoo.com

allowed our snowbirds to participate
from far away. If you look at page 7,
you’ll find great suggestions for groups
to add to your activities. Remember, you can attend one
session of any Study Group for free to see what it’s like.
I’ll be sampling the short story group.
The Fall Opening Event is just around the corner—
October 19. This year, the Opening Fall Event is being
combined with the New and Prospective Member Event,
so invite your friends to join us on Zoom to meet new and
old friends and to hear about Arizona water. It’s FREE, so
come one, come all. All you have to do is send an email
to Terrie Sherman at loves2walk@aol.com.
For winter, we’ve planned several fun events. On
December 22, a lovely afternoon is planned for the EndOf-Year Party. We’ll mingle at a member’s home and

Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined
our chapter:
Sondra March
2820 E 6th St #114, 85716
591-1943
		
Sondra.March@gmail.com
Steven Sarns
see Barbara Tobey info

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them
warmly.

yard and be treated with great entertainment. You’re not
going to want to miss that. And on February 14, we are
planning a We L♥ve our Members event.
The spring season will kick off with the Silver Jubilee
of the Book & Author events. On March 2, there will
be dinner with the authors at Hacienda del Sol. Ellen
Saltonstall will be asking the authors questions for a lively
evening. On March 3 is the Book & Author luncheon,
which is always a great event. Once again, there will be a
buffet at Skyline Country Club, and the authors will each
speak about themselves. The committee is gathering
fabulous items for a silent auction. You know you’re not
going to want to miss this.
Finally, on April 5, we’ll have the Closing Spring
Luncheon and Installation of Officers. We’ll let you know
the plans for that event as it gets closer.
So here’s to another entertaining and educational year
with your BNC friends! I look forward to seeing you all.
Susan Berger, Presiding Officer N

In Memoriam

Associate Member Phyllis Maizlish;
Member Peter Salomon, M.D.

Tucson Chapter, BNC

W

October 2021

Page 3 of 10

Our Opening Fall Event Speaker

E are honored and delighted to welcome Edward J. Caldwell, Esq. (E.J.) as our featured
speaker for our Fall Opening Event and our New and Prospective Members Event on
October 19 via Zoom.
E.J. is a widely respected expert on issues concerning water. He is an attorney who has worked
at West Basin for more than 15 years, now serving as acting General Manager. Caldwell has led the
district’s government affairs and policy initiatives and currently manages the Water Policy & Resources
Development Department.
West Basin Municipal Water District (West Basin) is a wholesale water agency that provides imported
drinking water to nearly one million people in 17 cities and unincorporated areas in Los Angeles County. West
Basin is an industry leader in water recycling, conservation, and water education. It is currently implementing a
Water Reliability program to reduce the agency’s dependence on imported water and develop drought-proof local
water supplies. The program includes water recycling, water conservation, groundwater desalting, and ocean water
desalinization.
He has served as Policy Advisor for the Office of the California Assembly Speaker of the House and has been a
lobbyist for the U. S. Government relations, public affairs, and Government strategy.
No stranger to Arizona, Mr. Caldwell received his BA and did graduate studies in political science at the University
of Arizona. He received his law degree from Willamette University College of Law.

Youth on Their Own (YOTO) Needs…
The Youth on Their Own (YOTO) program needs full-size items. They do not need small hotel
bathroom supplies. They do need the following:
School Supplies
Backpacks, markers, notebooks and paper, and
scientific calculators;
Food and Drinks
Mac and cheese, canned soups, canned veggies,
beverages (flavored and water), sports drinks, and juice;

Household Items
Sponges, dish soap, paper towels, and all-purpose
cleaners;
Hygiene Products
Hand sanitizer, body wash, lotion, and Chapstick;
Snacks
Granola bars, fruit cups, jerky, and trail mix.

Contact Marilyn Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com or 520-615-0877, if you want to donate to this program that allows
high school students without a home to finish the 12th grade and get their high school diploma.

Tucson Brandeis & Brandeis U. on the Internet

T

o find out what’s happening at Tucson Brandeis, go to TucsonBNC.org and click on the various
buttons. Events, bulletins, Study Group Guides, a list of officers and the board, and much more
material is there.
To find great news and information about what Brandeis University offers and what’s happening
there, go to: https://www.brandeis.edu/about/index.html. For the Brandeis National Committee
web site, go to our site and click on “National Site”: or go to http://www.brandeis.edu/bnc/.

Membership Directory and Summer Addresses

I

t is very important that members send their summer address to Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@
aol.com or 520-299-3788 and THE DATES THAT YOU ARE NOT IN TUCSON. If the dates
you are not in Tucson are not in the current Membership Directory, please send them to
Steve now! This is especially essential for winter residents, since we don’t want them to miss
our bulletin and other mailings. Often, the Postal Service does not forward these materials.
Thank you for your assistance.

Tucson Chapter, BNC

October 2021

Page 4 of 10

Freshman Book

T

he book that the freshmen at
Brandeis University read before
their introductory week at college
is called the Brandeis New Student
Forum. The author discusses his book
with them during freshman week.
This year, the book is Other Minds: The
Octopus, the Sea, and the Deep Origins of
Consciousness by Peter Godfrey-Smith.
Some of our members will read this book and have
a discussion led by Jean Nerenberg in January or
February (we will announce the date next month). We
will also see part of the video that is taken at the New
Student Forum.

Please help our Brandeis Chapter thrive in Tucson. We
need YOU to participate this year so we can continue to
support Brandeis University and offer our community
Brandeis programming and events.
WHERE WILL YOU HELP?
Events
Book & Author Luncheon
Book Fund
Study Groups
Social Justice/Community Service
Bulletin
To join any of these important features of our Tucson
Chapter, contact Susan Berger, SusanFBerger@gmail.
com or 690-2570, to offer your talents for this year.

Social Justice/
Community Service

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing
philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished
liberal arts and research university founded by the American
Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the
university through fund-raising and through activities that
reflect the values on which the university was founded:
academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and
service to the community.

The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell,
Lobell our Community Service Chairman,
reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need
of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.
Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and
high school supplies.
Sister José Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless
women. We help by donating clothing, towels, twin-bed
sheets in good condition, and women’s hygiene products.
Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell,
Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com
or 615-0877
615-0877..
Nobody can help everybody,
but everybody can help somebody!
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Meet Your Study
Group Leader

D

on Schindel was born and spent his early years
in the South Shore neighborhood of Chicago,
graduating from Hyde Park High School in
1949. Then came the University of Illinois, two years
at the Navy Pier branch in Chicago, and two years in
Champaign, graduating with a BS in Accountancy. In
those days, tuition was only $60 per quarter, a far cry
from today. After passing the CPA exam, Don attended
the University of Chicago Law School, where the tuition
was a whopping $246 per quarter; no problem—he got
full scholarships.
Don was then hired by the Sonnenschein law firm in
Chicago, but the draft caught up with him, and he spent
the next two years in an army “scientific and professional”
program teaching accounting to other enlisted men and
officers at the Army Finance School in Indianapolis.
Don met his future wife, Alice, the night he got out of the
army, and he went back to his law firm the next week.
After a stimulating 45-year career as a tax and trusts
and estates partner, Don grew up and retired in 2001.
He got a great deal of satisfaction out of successfully
handling contested estates and tax disputes, as well
as lecturing and writing a number of legal articles and
a book called Estate Administration and Tax Planning for
Survivors, with about 10 supplements. He now hasn’t
billed a fraction of an hour in 211/2 years.
Growing older has caused Don to give up scuba,
skiing, tennis, and now golf and cherishes memories of
his travels to seven continents, over 80 countries and 49
states, still plays bridge, goes to lifelong learning classes,
and theater, keeps up with his investments, reads, and
has many other activities.
After exploring the world, the Schindels decided to
spend their winters in warm weather places in the U.S.
They tried Florida and Scottsdale, but settled on Sun City
in Oro Valley just north of Tucson. They bought a town
house, joined Brandeis, and started to get involved with
Brandeis and other community activities. They just sold
their house in Highland Park, IL, where they lived for 49
years, and moved to The Mather, an active retirement
home in Evanston, IL, which they are enjoying.
Finally, Don wrote a 320-page genealogy book, and
had 15 copies bound in 2011 for his three children and
seven grandchildren, with pocket parts in the back
covers for updates. He has four updates, including a

Continued on page 6

2021-22
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*		
Fall Opening Luncheon
Board Meeting*		
Board Meeting*		

Monday, October 4
Tuesday, October 19
Monday, November 1
Monday, December 6

End-Of-Year Party

Sunday, December 12
Monday, January 3
January TBD
Monday, February 7
Monday, February 14

Board Meeting*		
University on Wheels
Board Meeting*		
We L♥ve Our Members Event

Book & Author Dinner
Book & Author Luncheon

Wednesday, March 2
Thursday, March 3
Board Meeting*		
Monday, March 7
Board Meeting*		
Monday, April 4
Spring Closing Luncheon & Installation
Tuesday, April 5
Spring Closing Luncheon
Sunday, April 11
Board and Planning Meeting*
Monday, May 3
*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save the dates and mark your calendar

Presiding Officer........................................................ Susan Berger
VPs of Book & Author............ Bertie Levkowitz & Rica Spivack
Vice-President of Book Fund........................................ Lois Bodin
Vice-President of Communications.......................Steve Seltzer
VPs of Membership.............. Morleen Novitt & Amy Schwartz
Vice-President of Study Groups............................. Davya Cohen
VP of Virtual Communication..............................Terrie Sherman
Recording Secretary................................................Terry Williams
Financial Secretary.......................................................... Sue Shack
Corresponding Secretary....................................... Laura Holland
Treasurer......................................................................Steven Burke
Chapter Advisors........... Soralé Fortman & Marsha Rosenblum

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief................................................... Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison........................................................ Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor......................................... Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders.... Soralé Fortman, Susan Berger, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May.
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month.
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Meet Your… continued from page 5
2020 update, and is working on a 2022 update. The first
three chapters, mostly in outline form so that he can
add pictures of and stories about relatives where he has
them, are about branches of his family. The next three
chapters are about Alice’s family in similar form. Chapter
7 is about his early memories, “Growing Up in the 1930s,
40s, and 50s.” Chapter 8 is a similar early history written
by Alice. Chapter 9 is about their married life, children,
grandchildren, careers, and travels.
Chapter 10 is primarily an ethical will, “Advice, Wise
and Otherwise.” Don’s best “wise” advice is that IQ is only
about 30% of intelligence; the other 70% is judgment,
drive, vision, oral and written communication skills,
attention to detail, leadership and teamwork skills,
creativity, problem solving, ethics, and a lot more.
Tongue in cheek examples of his ”otherwise” advice are
“Always be sincere, but if you can’t be sincere, fake it”;
“You can fool some of the people all of the time and all
of the people some of the time, and that’s enough”; and
“The most important thing that I want said at my funeral
is ’Listen! I hear somebody shouting and pounding away
inside the lid of the coffin.’”

Want to stay connected to people who
share your interests?
Tap into the extensive educational
opportunities and support of Brandeis
University brought to you through the
Brandeis National Committee.

L

What are LRJs?

e a r n e d Re s e a r c h J o u r n a l s ( LR J s) a r e t h e
indispensable resources that scholars must have
in order to keep current in their fields. Journals
are published periodically in literally hundreds of
fields from anthropology to zoology. They summarize
and particularize the latest studies in progress and
findings for students, faculty, and other university
researchers. Information appears in journals long
before it does in textbooks..
A gift of $36.50 (including postage) or more is used
toward the purchase of a one-year subscription to a
Learned Research Journal. The LRJ acknowledgment
folio ordered from our chair, Lois Bodin, is a wonderful
way to celebrate or memorialize an individual. A maroon
leatherette album containing an explanation of LRJs and
a duplicate of the book plate is placed in the journal.
For donations of $56.50 (including postage), one can
purchase an LRJ Folio, which is sent to the honoree or
family of the memorialized individual.
A Special Book Collection is pays for a donation of
$100, a major contribution to scholarship and research
that enables the University to acquire reference files of
the world’s leading learned research journals.
A donor or donors can pay $500 for a Major Book
Collection, which supports even a larger source for
journals and research files in the library. All money goes
to the Brandeis University libraries
Contact Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702219-670, to make your donation or receive further
information.

Upcoming Events for the Tucson Chapter

D

on’t forget our upcoming worderful events. Please
reserve the dates given below.
Our Opening Fall Event is advertised on page 1 of this
bulletin. Don’t miss this event on Tuesday, October 19, at 1:00
p.m. There is a great speaker!
The End-Of-Year Party will take place from 1:30 to 4:00
p.m. at the home of Bob Fridrich and Lisa Ungar on Sunday,
December 12, with great entertainment.
We hope there is a University on Wheels Event in January 2022.
Our We L♥ve Our Members Event will take place on Monday, February 14.
The Silver Jubilee Book & Author Dinner will take place on Wednesday, March 2. The Silver Anniversary
Book & Author Luncheon will be on the next day, Thursday, March 3.
Our final event is the Closing Spring Event and Installation on Tuesday, April 5.
Please write down these dates and plan to attend each event! They will be fun, and some will be educational.
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Donate to Brandeis University Through Bequests

A

ny member can designate the Tucson Chapter of the
Brandeis National Committee as the recipient of a
donation from an estate or from a family trust. This is
a wonderful way to continue to support Brandeis University
and its students, faculty, libraries, and research through our
Tucson Chapter while honoring your name.
Among the many benefits of this type of donation is that you do not have to part with this money during your lifetime. Also, it reduces estate taxes by removing assets from the estate. It may reduce probate costs while possibly
saving professional management fees. There is no minimum amount required for this type of donation, although a
minimum of $10,000 is suggested.
There are many other alternatives. For more information contact Beth Bernstein, BNC Executive Director,
Bernstein@brandeis.edu or 781-736-4190.

Study Group Needs

M

any Study
G r o u p s
have few
members. If you wish to
join any of these classes,
yo u w i l l b e wa r m l y
received.
Legal Puzzlers is looking for members, so sign up and
hear the wonderful discussion by attorney Ira Leavitt.
Let’s Play Games is also looking for more members.
Have fun with Alice and Don Schindel.
Begining Spanish is canceled.
Core on the Floor will be an excellent exercise class by
our exercise instructor, Rachel Barker.
How the Books of the Bible Came to Be will be an
interesting and instructional class by Stu Berger.
Men’s Book Group mainly reads nonfiction, but some
fiction also. Join with Barry Entin and Marty Kass to find
interesting books to enjoy.
Page Turners, led by Sheila Rothenberg, is also a
fascinating book club to join.
Barbara Wilder’s Short Story Book Club is an easy read,
since short stories are—short!
You will learn about Southwestern Textiles & Baskets,
led by Jerry Freund of the Medicine Man Gallery. He is
an expert on American Indian arts and crafts.
So You Think You Can’t Write has member Lainie
Cohen as an expert in writing for those who can’t.
Don’t fail to join one or more of these classes so that
you can hear experts in these fields of study.

The Skinny About
Brandeis University

C

haracterized by academic
excellence since its founding
in 1948, Brandeis is the
youngest private research university,
as well as the only nonsectarian
J e w i s h- s p o n s o r e d c o l l ege o r
university, in the country.
Named for the late Justice Louis
Dembitz Brandeis of the U.S. Supreme Court, Brandeis
University combines the faculty and resources of a worldclass research institution with the intimacy and personal
attention of a small liberal arts college.
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Express Your Thoughtfulness With a Book Fund Card, Journal Donation, or Tributes
Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick,
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, getwell wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an
appropriate card—just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah
(happy event) or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card
or LRJ. Book Fund donations:
$5.50, Philanthropy, learning, and community (or six for $25)
$10.50, Light of Reason Card.
$10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
$14.00, Brandeis art cards (set of four different covers)
$18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis portrait card
$25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
$25.50 or more, Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
$36.50, Learned Research Journal
$56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
$100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
$500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Brandeis Friends
Donna & Ira Leavitt

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.
Recipient
Special Book Collection
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin.
Dr. Burton Cunin & Family
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin.
Dr. Burton Cunin & Family

Brandeis Friends
Linda & Steve Laden

Learned Research Journal Folio
Congratulations on the birth of grandson Levi Stantus.
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin.

Shelly Abell & Dan Weisz
Dr. Burton Cunin & Family

Janet & Steve Seltzer
Janet & Steve Seltzer
Janet & Steve Seltzer

Learned Research Journal
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin.
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Rosealie Siegel.
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Joy Carol Page.

Dr. Burton Cunin & Family
Herb Siegel & Family
William Page & Family

Brandeis Friends
Brandeis Friends

Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin.
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Rosealie Siegel.

Dr. Burton Cunin & Family
Herb Siegel & Family

Candace Alper
Jean Nerenberg

Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Rosealie Siegel.
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Joy Carol Page.

Harriet & Edward Katz

Light of Reason Card
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin.

Dr. Burton Cunin & Family

Joan Rosenbluth
Joan Rosenbluth

Goldfarb Library Card
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Carol Cunin.
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Rosealie Siegel.

Dr. Burton Cunin & Family
Herb Siegel & Family

Donor

Message

Herb Siegel & Family
William Page & Family

Continued on page 9 under the Calendar

Steve Seltzer, Editor................ 299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com

Next Board Meeting

Terrie Sherman......................290-1490, Loves2Walk@aol.com
Facebook................................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Monday, October 4, 2021
10:00 a.m. to noon on Zoom,
All members are encouraged to come
to this open meeting. Contact
Susan Berger, SusanFBerger@gmail.com
SusanFBerger@gmail.com..
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Tucson Chapter Calendar October 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

3 9 Forever
Fit

4 10 Board
Meeting

5 1 Social
Bridge

6 9 Forever
Fit Too
9 Walk,
Talk,Coffee
10 Contemp.
Fiction
13 9 Forever
Fit Too
10 Page
Turners
12 Men’s
Book Club
12 Bon
Appétit
20 9 Forever
Fit Too
9 Walk,
Talk,Coffee
10 Mystery
Books
27 9 Forever
Fit Too
2 Winged
Friends

7 2 Can’t
Write

8

9

14 1 Art…
Works
2 Can’t
Write

15 1 Short
Stories
Books

16

21 2 Can’t
Write

22

23

28 10:30
Cooking
Made
Simple
2 Can’t
Write
5 Ladies’
Night Out

29

30

10 9 Forever 11 8:30
Fit
Hiking
Columbus
Day

12 1 Social
Bridge
1 Jewish
Supreme
Court

17 9 Forever 18 12:30 Sit
Fit
’n’ Stitch

19 1 Social
Bridge
1 Jewish
Supreme
Court

24 9 Forever 25 8:30
Fit
Hiking

26 1 Social
Bridge

31

All times are Mountain Standard Time. October 11, Columbus Day and Indigenous People’s Day.

Book Fund and Tributes continued from page 8
Zelda Aaronson
Linda & Steve Laden
Linda & Steve Laden

Philanthropy, Learning, and Community Card
Condolences on the loss of your dear wife Rosealie Siegel.
Condolences on the loss of your brother-in-law William Kohner.
Happy special birthday.

Herb Siegel & Family
Ruth & Jim Friedman
Jim Friedman

YOU Can Help the Tucson Chapter of the BNC!
We need people to work on committees for some of our events. The ones we need help for are
our “We L♥ve Our Members Event” on Monday, February 14, 2022, and our “Closing Spring Event
and Installation” on Tuesday, April 5, 2022. Any member of the Tucson Chapter can help with these
exciting and educational events.
If you have the time and interest, contact Susan Berger, SusanFBerger@gmail.com or 312-6363128, to volunteer to aid the Tucson Chapter in supporting the students, faculty, libraries, and research
at Brandeis University. You can make a difference for Brandeis University.
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News from Brandeis University

I

Sometimes a Sweet Tooth Can Be Inspirational

n high school, Max LeBlanc ’22 worked afternoons in an ice cream shop in Kennebunk, Maine, his hometown.
One day during a break, he wandered over to a nearby bakery known for their pies. After a few bites of blueberry
appie, LeBlanc had an epiphany: “’OK, I can do something cool with this,’” he told himself.
What followed was the “pie cone,” a dessert that combines ice cream and pie as a handheld, to-go treat. It consists
of a waffle cone with crushed pie filling stuffed with local ice cream and a little more pie from Valley View Orchard
Pies sprinkled on top.
LeBlanc started making the concoction for family and friends, and its sweet reputation grew. He eventually turned
the concept into a business. He split the cost of a food trailer with his parents his senior year of high school, and
Maxim’s Desserts was born. A Kennebunk restaurant allowed him to host Maxim’s in its parking lot.
When he came to Brandeis, he considered the business a fun summer project, but didn’t see it fitting into his
future. LeBlanc initially intended to pursue a pre-med track, but after taking some introductory business courses
and spending another summer running Maxim’s, he decided to become a business major.
He has since found a passion for marketing while taking courses with the Brandeis International Business School
Professor Grace Zimmerman, and meeting with executives from companies like Estée Lauder, Shark-Ninja, and
Plant City. While at Brandeis, LeBlanc also expanded Maxim’s, hiring six or seven part-time workers per summer.
People slowly began to seek out the dessert truck, reaching over 10,000 sales in a summer.
For the past three summers, Maxim’s Desserts could be found in Kennebunk. This year, the business had to find a
new home because the host restaurant was undergoing construction. In August, LeBlanc started hauling Maxim’s
to Portland, Maine, and set up shop.
“To be treated in ways that you didn’t think you deserved before, or just having experiences that I never imagined
I could have, really built up my confidence to think that I can do something big,” he said.

End-of-Year Party

DECEMBER
12

University on Wheels

JANUARY
TBD

CALENDAR

202122

Fall Opening
Luncheon

OCTOBER 19

Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
5001 E. Calle Guebabi
Tucson, Arizona 85718-3713
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