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Book & Author Presents
American Thrillers and Indian Opulence
with First Two Bestselling Novelists
Take a charismatic character, surround him with a colorful supporting cast, place them in a
distinctive setting, and, if you’re an author, you have the formula for a series that readers will
keep coming back for. If you’re Ace Atkins, you have not just one, but two best-selling series
that follow this formula to perfection.
Ace has stepped into the shoes of two near-polar opposites—a deep South lawman and a
Boston private detective—without missing a beat. His Quinn Colton series features a former
U.S. Army Ranger who has become the sheriff of Tibbehah County, Mississippi, coping with
the wide variety of crime in that rural setting. That seemingly wouldn’t be the voice of an
urban, wise-cracking Boston private eye. Nevertheless, in 2011, the estate of Robert B. Parker
selected Atkins to take over the wildly successful Spenser series, a decision that has proved dead-on right.
Ace’s versatility is hardly unexpected. While a crime reporter for The Tampa Tribune, he earned a Pulitzer Prize
nomination for a series probing into a forgotten murder from the 1950s. That, in turn, became the core of his critically
accaimed novel, White Shadow.
In another stand-alone book, Devil’s Garden, he featured Dashiell Hammett, the future father of the hard-boiled
crime novel, then working as a Pinkerton Agency detective, in the investigation of rape and manslaughter charges
against Hollywood star Fatty Arbuckle. Still another real-life character, gangster “Machine Gun” Kelly, became the
protagonist in his novel, Infamous.
Besides the Pulitzer, Ace Atkins has been nominated for every major award in crime fiction, including the Edgar
three times, twice for the Colson series. Quinn Colson has now appeared 11 times, most recently in 2021’s The
Heathens, while Atkins’ 10th Spenser novel, Robert B. Parker’s Bye Bye Baby, has just been published. There seems to
be no reason why these two popular characters won’t continue to coexist for years to come.
Readers are used to hearing about how authors have creative breakthroughs at an early age
or finally become published after years of trying. Alka Joshi is a whole different story, with a
bestselling debut at the age of 62.
Born in India, but raised in the U.S. from the age of nine, Joshi planned on becoming an art
director until the agency to which she applied convinced her that writing was her strong suit.
That, in turn, led her into a successful career creating “stories” that sold clients’ products. From
there, she went on to run her own advertising agency for 30 years.
It was her husband who urged her to try fiction. With a BA from Stanford University, she
went back to class in 2008 and earned a masters degree in creative writing from California
College of Art. A little over a decade later, Alka burst upon the literary scene with a multi-award-winning novel that
immediately captivated audiences.
Have you ever wondered what life is really like behind the walls, guards, and doors of opulent Indian palaces?
In The Henna Artist, Joshi brought to life Jaipur 10 years after independence from Great Britain. In it, artist Lakshmi,
escaping from an abusive husband, struggles with a new, but precarious, life by utilizing henna to decorate the
faces and bodies of the pampered and powerful women of the upper castes as she copes with her own desires to
survive and build a family.
The Henna Artist took the literary world by storm as it became a New York Times bestseller, a Reese Witherspoon
Book Club selection, and is being developed for a television series. With its success, Joshi’s publisher urged her to
create a trilogy of Lakshmi’s life and this exotic world, and the second book, The Secret Keeper of Jaipur, appeared in
2021. Her myriad readers are anxiously awaiting the third.
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Membership VPs: Morleen Novitt, Ofno@optonline.net or 516- 642-5331, and Amy Schwartz, AmyS60@gmail.com or 516-413-0132

Wanted: Treasures
and Trinkets
Tuc son Brandeis celebrated the
end of 2021 in style and joyously
during our End-of-Year event at the
beautiful home of Lisa Unger and
Bob Fridrich. Thanks to co-chairs
Bob Fridrich and Steve Seltzer, we
were entertained by Musician to the
Stars Rob Boone white enjoying our
favorite cocktails and hors d’oeuvres.
It was a happy and successful afternoon—definitely a
fun way to champion Brandeis University’s “Honoring
Our History” project that supports scanning special
Brandeis University library documents.
In keeping with the spirit of Valentine’s Day, our famous
We Love Our Members Event will take place February 14.
Co-chairs Marsha Rosenblum and Fred Scheinfeld have
planned an outstanding in-person afternoon. Watch your
bulletins for details.
Brandeis’ Book & Author Silver Jubilee event will
celebrate its triumphant return in person at the
beautiful Skyline Country Club on March 3. Thanks to
the excellent leadership of Book & Author VPs Bertie
Levkowitz and Rica Spivack, we will be treated to an
afternoon moderated by Tucson’s own Victoria Lucas
with four outstanding, best-selling authors chosen by
Sheila Rothenberg. The evening before the celebration
luncheon will be an up-close and personal elegant dinner
with the authors. These unique and outstanding events
will support Brandeis University’s Sustaining the Mind
research program to find the causes of neurological
degenerative diseases such as ALS, Parkinson’s, and
dementia (including Alzheimer’s).
As if all of the above isn’t enough, watch for details about
our Spring Closing Luncheon and Installation event.
All of us at Tucson Brandeis hope you enjoyed a happy
and healthy holiday season. We look forward to seeing
you in person at all our events. How wonderful that we
are now able to safely gather and enjoy being together.
Please take care of yourselves, make sure you are
vaccinated and have your booster shot so our gatherings
will be safe, happy, and festive.

The Silent Auction Committee
is counting on you, members of
BNC Tucson, to help us acquire
items for the silent auction at this year’s Book & Author
Luncheon. We are looking for artwork and crafts in
mediums such as jewelry, pottery, glass, fiber, and
photography, as well as donations of products and gift
cards from restaurants, retail and service businesses,
entertainment, and arts venues. Finally, we are hoping
for donations from your personal “collections.” Photos
of used items you wish to donate can be sent to Donna
Leavitt, DonRae7@comast.net or 847-807-9890. For
questions regarding other donations, contact Donna.
With your help, we look forward to presenting a
fabulous and diverse array of items for a successful
silent auction!

New Members
Since the last bulletin, the following people have joined
our chapter:
Miriam Herzberg 2230 E Ambassador Ct, 85719 834-3334
		HerzbergMiriam777@msn.com
Mindy &
Fred Hirsh
7180 E Ardmore Lane, 85715
		
© 516-965-9284
		
Mindys.Hirsh @gmail.com
Charles Sumner
(See Carol Sumner)
Mark Swade
(See Rhonda Swade)
© 913-709-4766
		 Swade.ku@gmail.com
Michele &
Reuben Weisz
5246 N Fairway Heights Dr, 85749
		
© 505-239-3660
		
Reuben@Weisz.org

Add them to your Membership Directory. New members
are the life of our chapter. When you see new members at
a Tucson Chapter event or Study Group, welcome them
warmly.

In Memoriam

Former Member Peter Salomon
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Let
Us
Know

Make sure we have your latest
contact info (e-mail and snail mail
addresses, phone numbers, and
dates you are out of town) so we
can send you our bulletins, including
the annual Study Group Guide and
Membership Directory. Send your
information to Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@yahoo.com or 5001
E. Calle Guebabi, Tucson 85718.
85718
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It’s Easy to Raise Money
for the Book & Author
Program Book

To support the Book & Author
Program Book, all you have
Book & Author Jubilee Dinner
to do is ask your beautician or
Book & Author Luncheon
barber, the owners or managers
of your favorite restaurants,
your physician, dentist, and
veterinarian, your handyman,
and anyone with whom you
regularly do business to buy an ad in our Book &
Author Program and Ad Journal. Prices are as low as
$65 for a business card-sized ad and quite fair for a
larger ad.
You, too, can buy a $65 ad, or a $36 one-line ad. And
don’t forget your Family Treasures, listing you, children,
grandchildren, or others for only $10 per name. All the
material you need can be obtained from Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@yahoo.com or 520-299-3788.
Silver Jubilee

at Hacienda del Sol Crown Room
Thursday, March 2, 202s

at Skyline Country Club Main Dining Room
Thursday, March 3, 2022

Proceeds from the Book & Author Event will benefit the Sustaining the Mind Campaign, which
supports research in neurodegenerative diseases, including autism, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s,
multiple sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS, Lou Gehrig’s Disease), macular
degeneration, and more at Brandeis University.

Don’t Mickey Mouse Around.
Honor or Memorialize Your
Family and Friends with
a Book Fund Donation or
Tribute
(see
page 8).

Definition:

The general rule of law is that
the noblest of human productions—
k n o wl e d g e , t r u th s a sce r tai n e d ,
co n cepti o ns, an d i deas—beco m e,
after voluntary communication to
others, free as the air to common
use.
—Louis Dembitz Brandeis

phi•lan•thro•py \fe-´lan(t)-thre-pē\ n. pl. -pies
1: Goodwill to fellow man. 2a: a philanthropic
act or gift. 2b. a gift to your Tucson Chapter of the
Brandeis National Committee for the beneﬁt of the
students and faculty of Brandeis University, often for
the Tucson Chapter’s Elaine Lisberg Tucson Chapter
BNC Endowed Scholarship, support of the libraries, or
donations to the research in the neurodegenerative
diseases, such as Parkinson’s, macular degeneration,
and Alzheimer’s.
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Support Brandeis University

¤ Join the Tucson Chapter of Brandeis National
Committee.
¤ Come to our regular events
¤ Come to the Book & Author Dinner and Luncheon.
¤ Join a Study Group.
¤ Honor or memorialize someone through a Book
Fund or Tribute.
¤ Come to our Freshman Book event.

Why Are You Reading This in
Black and White
White?
If the postal service delivered this bulletin to you, you
are reading this in black and white. The Tucson Chapter
bulletin is available in glorious color if you have an
Internet connection.
To receive notice of publication of the bulletin by email
and save us the printing and postage fee, contact Steve
Seltzer, seltz5001@yahoo.com.

¢
New Address?
New Phone Number?
New E-mail Address?
Please report all changes to
Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@yahoo.
com, or 520-299-3788.

Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing
philanthropic support to Brandeis University, a distinguished
liberal arts and research university founded by the American
Jewish community. Its membership is connected to the
university through fund-raising and through activities that
reflect the values on which the university was founded:
academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and
service to the community.

Social Justice/
Community Service

The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn Lobell,
Lobell our Community Service Chairman,
reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need
of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.
Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and
high school supplies.
Sister Jose Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless
women. We help by donating clothing, towels, twin-bed
sheets in good condition, and women’s hygiene products.
Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a
donation, contact Marilyn Lobell,
Lobell, MMLobell@msn.com or
520-615-0877..
520-615-0877
Nobody can help everybody,
but everybody can help somebody!
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Meet Your Study
Group Leader
Lainie Garmaise Cohen was born in Montréal, Québec,
the first and only daughter of two ex-soldiers. Family lore
claims that as a two-year-old, her salty language would
make a sailor blush. That changed before the arrival of
her two younger brothers.
Her parents, newly decommissioned, met at a Jewish
summer camp north of Montréal in August 1946. They
bonded over their war stories. Maurice served six years
overseas as a Royal Canadian Engineer, a sapper who
detonated mines in Italy. Leona, a WAC with a BA in
mathematics and physiology from Brooklyn College, was
stationed at the Pentagon. Maurice always joked that she
outranked him and called her “Captain.” He returned to
university on the G.I. Bill to become a lawyer; she was a
full-time mom and extensive volunteer.
When Lainie was six, her family moved to a new semidetached bungalow. Rosedale Avenue in Montréal was
a hive of Baby Boomers, all of them Jewish. On one
corner of their street was the public school; on the other
was the synagogue, a core part of her life with weekly
religious services, Hebrew classes, and social activities.
Two years after her Bat Mitzvah, she became a youth
group leader there.
In the 1950s, her maternal grandparents and other
relatives joined them at a small rented cottage near a
lake. Lainie’s love of Grandma’s fried fish was strong
enough to silence her chatter when Grandpa and Dad
took her fishing.
While studying for her BA at McGill University, Lainie
was fixed up with a lanky fourth-year accounting student
named Joel. He was a person who took camping trips
and shared her love of water and woods. On their monthlong honeymoon in 1968, they drove across Canada—in
a Volkswagen Beetle—camping in National Parks enroute.
In 1970, they moved to Toronto for Joel to study for an
MBA. Armed with a fresh teaching certificate, Lainie
taught grades two and three at a Hebrew Day School.
In the spring of 1971, Joel took a position with a
growing accounting firm, abandoning his MBA studies—
his best decision after marrying Lainie, he says. He
remained with the firm for over 40 years, serving 20 as
co-managing partner.
They welcomed their daughter in 1973, and a year later
bought a cottage.
L ainie cont inued teaching par t-t ime through

Continued on page 6

2022
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*		
Board Meeting*		
We Love Our Members Event

Monday, January 3
Monday, February 7
Monday, February 14

Book & Author Dinner
Book & Author Luncheon

Wednesday, March 2
Thursday, March 3
Board Meeting*		
Monday, March 7
Board Meeting*		
Monday, April 4
Spring Closing Luncheon & Installation
Tuesday, April 5
Board and Planning Meeting*
Monday, May 2
*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save these dates and
mark your calendar

Presiding Officer.................................................Marianne Taussig
VPs of Book & Author............ Bertie Levkowitz & Rica Spivack
Vice-President of Book Fund........................................ Lois Bodin
Vice-President of Communications.......................Steve Seltzer
VPs of Membership.............. Morleen Novitt & Amy Schwartz
Vice-President of Study Groups............................. Davya Cohen
VP of Virtual Communication..............................Terrie Sherman
Recording Secretary................................................Terry Williams
Financial Secretary.......................................................... Sue Shack
Corresponding Secretaries...................... Barbara & Barry Entin
Treasurer......................................................................Steven Burke
Chapter Advisors........... Soralé Fortman & Marsha Rosenblum

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief................................................... Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison........................................................ Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor......................................... Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders...Soralé Fortman, Sue Berger, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, contact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer,
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May.
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month.

Tucson Chapter, BNC

Meet Your… continued from page 5

January 2022

Page 6 of 10

What Do You Want
from Brandeis?

subsequent pregnancies with two sons. When their
youngest was six, she pursued a master’s degree in
And what does Brandeis
education. She was working as a psychological associate
wa n t f r o m y o u? B o a r d
when their world changed irrevocably. In August 1993,
members were asked these
their middle child, aged 17, sustained a severe brain
questions in the past, and
injury in a car crash. For years, their lives revolved around
they brainstor med their
Daniel’s rehabilitation. He was determined to walk again,
responses. We discovered
then to get back up on skis. Taking another family ski
that
our
members
want
stimulation, camaraderie,
holiday was an unimagined milestone.
Lainie became involved in the brain injury community, at friendship, new experiences, life-long learning, fun, and
first learning and seeking advice, then as a board member, worthwhile involvement while supporting our cause,
a public speaker at conferences, and editor for the monthly support of the students, faculty, libraries, and research
newsletter. She co-authored a pamphlet for physicians at Brandeis University.
It became apparent that all of these wants can be
on mild traumatic brain injury. Joel served ten years as
achieved
by meeting the similar wants of the Brandeis
Treasurer on the Board of the Rehab Centre.
Five years after Daniel’s injury, Lainie decided to write National Committee and Brandeis University. They want
a book about their family’s experience. She took a year’s us to participate in events, to educate ourselves, to bring
leave of absence from her job, went trekking in Nepal, in new members, to spread the word, to have a strong
then signed up for writing classes at a local university. commitment and enthusiasm, to spend quality time
She never returned to the school board. Crooked Smile, together, and to demonstrate responsible awareness and
One Family’s Journey Toward Healing, was published in leadership in support of our mission.
We came away from this meeting feeling that what
2003. She spent the next ten years talking to high school
we
do can beneﬁt our members while we work together
students and leading workshops at universities across
to support Brandeis University and its students, faculty,
Canada on ways to include families in care.
When Daniel recovered enough to live on his own, libraries, and research. As a member, you make a
Lainie and Joel enjoyed the benefits of Joel’s international difference and gain so much intellectually and emotionally
accounting conferences. They traveled to Hong Kong, Bali, and know that what you do is appreciated by the young
Singapore, and many European cities. The final conference men and women at this ﬁne university.
in Capetown led to two unforgettable safaris in Africa.
Then, they were ready to become snowbirds. They had visited Tucson years ago when their daughter and sonin-law worked at Canyon Ranch. Why not try it again? They stayed two weeks the first visit, three months the next.
Lainie loved the hiking; Joel loved the golf. The eldest of their four grandchildren predicted they would buy a house
in Tucson. They did.
Sandra Lachter was Lainie’s key to Brandeis. “To join my new hiking group, you’ll have to join Brandeis. If you do,
you’ll enjoy the Contemporary Fiction Group, too.” She was right! What does Lainie like best about Brandeis—the
quality of the programs and the people, of course—warm and welcoming, intelligent and caring. When Meg Sivitz
spoke about the Book Depot, she was so passionate that Lainie became a volunteer. The timing was perfect as
she had just retired her dog from visiting residents in a Toronto’s seniors home and attending a Tucson library as a
Read to Me Dog.
Lainie has enjoyed sampling different study groups: Harvey Wolfe’s impressive sessions on music, the illuminating
monthly Art Talks, and the thoughtful analysis of the Short Stories group. Joel became a Brandeis member in 2018,
and they joined the Bridge Group, Couples Dine Around, and Legal Puzzlers.
Joel and Lainie couldn’t return to Tucson last winter, but thanks to Zoom, she was able to lead a writing study
group. They’re keen to return this year, to reconnect with “old” friends and meet new ones.

Leave Money to Brandeis University in Your Will
Contact Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@yahoo.com or 520-299-3788, to find out how to help Brandeis University in
your will. This helps students, faculty, libraries, and research at the university.
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Be Sure to Come to the Book & Author Events!
The Book & Author Dinner Fiesta and Luncheon are the biggest fundraising events that the Tucson Chapter has each year. These events
raise money for the Sustaining the Mind Campaign, which supports
research in neurodegenerative diseases, including autism, Parkinson’s,
dementia (including Alzheimer’s), multiple sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (ALS, Lou Gehrig’s Disease), macular degeneration, and more
at Brandeis University.
Many of the Tucson Chapter’s members should come to these events.
They are wonderful, exciting, and educational. We are educated by our
authors and moderator about how people start writing books and what
keeps them writing.
You can support research in these neurodegenerative diseases to which we are all prone, especially Parkinsonism,
dementia, and macular degeneration. Be sure to save the dates (March 2, 2022, for the dinner and March 3, 2022,
for the luncheon) on you calendars. In January, you will receive an invitation to these events. Please send in your
response quickly.
If you have any questions about these events, contact our co-chairmen, Bertie Levkowitz, BertieLev@gmail.
com or 520-745-5852, or Rica Spivack, SpivackHarvey@gmail.com or 520-299-1880.

B&A Sommeliers
Yo u c a n h e l p
underwrite our
prestigious Book &
A u t h o r Eve nt s by
contributing $10 per
person to cover the
b everage c ost s at
the Book & Author
F i e s t a . Send your
check made out to
BNC to Steve Seltzer,
5001 E. Calle Guebabi,
Tucson 85718. We will
print the names to be
acknowledged in the
Program-Ad Journal.
You will be supporting our Sustaining the
Mind Campaign, raising money for research
in neurodegenerative diseases such as
autism,Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, multiple
sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS,
Lou Gehrig’s Disease), macular degeneration,
and more at Brandeis University. So many of
our members are older and have one or more
of these diseases.

How Have You Bean?

Have a simchah (happy occasion) or
sorrow?
Let us know how you’ve been
for our Sunshine notices
Maxine Goldstein,
MBGold77@yahoo.com or 520-760-0355 .
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Exp ress Your Thoughtfulness
Wit h a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation and Tributes

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick,
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, getwell wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an
appropriate card — just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah
or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis card or LRJ.
Book Fund donations:
$5.50, Philanthropy, Learning, and Community (or six for $25)
$10.50, Light of Reason Card.
$10.50, Goldfarb Library at night (or three for $25)
$14.00, Brandeis Art Cards (set of four different covers)
$18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
$25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
$25.50 or more, Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
$36.50, Learned Research Journal Card
$56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
$100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
$500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Janet & Steve Seltzer

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.
Recipient
Learned Research Journal
In loving memory of your husband Sumner Milender.
Edith Michelson Milender

Janet & Steve Seltzer

Magnify the Mind Tribute Card
In loving memory of your husband Dr. Peter Salomon.

Donor

Message

Marcia Sabesin
Marcia Sabesin

Patricia Morgan

Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Endowed Scholarship Fund Tribute Card
In loving memory of your husband Dr. Burton Cunin.
Carol Cunin & Family
In loving memory of your wife Rosealie Siegel.
Herb Siegel and Family

To make a donation, contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin,
LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.

Don’t keep Brandeis to yourself.
Have your family, friends, and neighbors join this amazing organization. Have them contact
Morleen Novitt, Ofno@optonline.net or 516-642-5331, or
Amy Schwartz, AmyS60@gmail.com or 520-577-1343.

Steve Seltzer, Editor........520-299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com

Next Board Meeting

Sue Shack.................... 480-528-4777, SueS5211@yahoo.com
Facebook................................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC

Monday, January 3, 2022 on Zoom
All members are encouraged to come
to this open meeting.
Contact Barbara Entin,
Entin,
B_Entin@yahoo.com..
B_Entin@yahoo.com
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Tucson Chapter Calendar January 2022
Sunday

Monday

2 9 Forever
Fit

Tuesday

3 9 Core on 4 9 Walk,
the Floor
Talk, Coffee
10 Board
12 Social
Meeting
Bridge
12 Couples
Dine Around
7 Financial
Manager
9 9 Forever 10 8:30
11 12 Social
Fit
Hiking
Bridge
5 Cook the 9 Core on
1 Jewish
Continents the Floor
Supreme
2 Art Talks
Court
7 Legal
7 Play a
Puzzlers
Game
16 9 Forever 17 9 Core
Fit
on the
Floor
12:30 Sit ’n’
Stitch
MLK Day
Tu B’Shvat

23 9 Forever 24 8:30
Fit
Hiking
9 Core on
the Floor

Wednesday

Thursday

5 9 Forever 6
Fit Too
10 Contemp.
Fiction

Friday
Dec 30
New Year’s
Eve

Saturday
1 New
Year’s Day

7 9 Strength 8
& Balance

12 9 Forever 13 1 Art…
Fit Too
Works
10 Page
Turners
12 Men’s
Book Club
12 Bon
Appétit
18 9 Walk,
19 9 Forever 20
Talk, Coffee Fit Too
12 Social
10 Mystery
Bridge
Books
7 Financial
Manager

14 9 Strength 15
& Balance
1 Books of
Bible

25 12 Social 26 9 Forever 27 10:30
Bridge
Fit Too
Cooking
7 Play a
2 Winged
Made
Game
Friends
Simple
5 Ladies’
Night Out

28 9 Strength 29
& Balance
1 Books of
Bible

21 9 Strength 22
& Balance
1 Short
Stories BC
1 Books of
Bible

30 9 Forever 31 9 Core
Fit
on the
Floor
All times are Mountain Standard Time. New Year’s Eve, December 31, 2021; New Year’s Day, January 1, 2022;
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day, January 17; Tu B’Shvat is January 17.
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News from Brandeis University
The Joys of Yiddish for Kids
What did Anne-Marie Asner’s grandmother say when she saw her granddaughter’s wedding dress? “Very nice,
not too ungapatchka.” Ungapatchka means “garish or over-the-top” in Yiddish, and it’s one of the many words that
caused Asner, MA ‘96, to fall in love with the language.
“I love the onomatopoeic factor where each word sounds like what it is,” Asner says.
Picture of Schmutzy (dirty) Girl with grandmother. “Oh, no! The party just started and I’m already schmutzy,”
Schmutzy Girl said. In 2004, she started Matzah Ball Books, a line of children’s storybooks that ingeniously uses
Yiddish to teach kids life lessons.
“Kibbitzy Girl” tells the tale of a kid who learns that kibbitzing (chatting and joking around) has its proper time and
place. “Kvetchy Boy” is about saving complaining (kvetching) for the big things. And “Klutzy (clumsy, awkward) Boy”
teaches the importance of slowing down and paying attention.
The roots of Yiddish go back to the 9th century when Central and Eastern European Jews fused Hebrew and
German (along with a few other tongues) into a unique vernacular that was spoken by millions.
Today, it is the preserve of mainly Hasidic Jews, both in Israel and the Diaspora, though words like chutzpah (extreme
self-confidence), schtick (gimmick), and mensch (a person of integrity) have entered the American lexicon.
Asner, who lives in Los Angeles, also illustrates her books and was inspired by the “Little Miss” book series created
by Roger Hargreaves. She says her ultimate motivation is sharing the joys of Yiddish with the next generation.
Picture of Kvetchy Boy holding coins, saying, “Happy to have won, Kvetchy Boy shared chocolate with his friends
and admitted, I guess Hanukkah isn’t so bad, after all. I always seem to smile when I use Yiddish words,” she says.
“Even if I’m using the word kvetch or shvitz (sweating), I feel a connection to the old world.”
For Hanukkah, Matzah Ball Books offers a multi-book special that includes “Bubbe (grandma) and Zaide (grandpa),”
“Schmutzy Girl,” “Noshy (snacky) Boy,” “Schluffy (sleepy) Girl,” “Klutzy Boy,” “Hanukkah with Noshy Boy and Friends,”
“Schleppy (draggy) Boy,” “Kibbitzy Girl,” and “Kvetchy Boy.” A book for each night is a gift you can kvell (feel happy)
about!

Dinner

Book & Author

MARCH 2

Luncheon

Book & Author

MARCH 3

CALENDAR

2022

We Love Our
Members Event

FEBRUARY
14
Brandeis University
Brandeis National Committee
Tucson Chapter
5001 E. Calle Guebabi
Tucson, Arizona 85718-3713
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