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A special agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 25 years, Frank Figliuzzi rose 
to become assistant director of its Counterintelligence Division. En route, he served as 
assistant special agent in charge of the Miami Field Office, the Bureau’s fifth-largest office, 
the FBI’s chief inspector overseeing internal inquiries, and head of its Cleveland Division.

His book, The FBI Way: Inside the Bureau’s Code of Excellence, is a fascinating blend, 
both a memoir of one of the agency’s most-distinguished leaders and a playbook on 
how to use the FBI’s code of conduct to establish and follow core values. Interspersed 
with in-depth historical examples from his long career, Figliuzzi sets forth a formula 
for organizations to follow.

The key, he explains, is “The Seven C’s”: Code, Conservancy, Clarity, Consequences, 
Compassion, Credibility, and Consistency. Figliuzzi devotes a chapter to each concept, 
citing specific ways the FBI has applied them throughout the years to preserve and 

protect its values. The case histories themselves are gripping and informative, but the key to this book 
is how companies, teams, schools, and even individuals can apply the “Seven C’s” to assure success 
through carefully codified rules.

Figliuzzi does not hesitate to identify how FBI executives have strayed from the agency’s code and the 
consequences of their actions, including noted spy cases that threatened the nation’s security. However, 
the cited evidence of how the FBI has been successful in protecting the nation shines through consistently.

Now retired from the Bureau, Figliuzzi is a frequent contributor and analyst of national security issues 
for NBC and MSNBC News. He frequently appears remotely on screen flanked by an imposing pair of 
saguaros, clear evidence that he is a Tucson native.

A self-proclaimed activist, feminist, and humanitarian, Talia Carner describes 
herself as someone who gives voice to those who have none, a theme that echoes 
throughout her novels. Before turning to fiction writing, she worked for Redbook 
magazine, then became publisher of Savvy Woman, one of only three women to 
head a major American magazine at that time.

Carner is well-remembered for her appearance several years ago at B&A, where she 
described how, on a 1993 mission to Russia under the auspices of the U.S. Information 
Agency, she was caught up in the uprising against Soviet President Boris Yeltsin. Her 
escape became the nucleus 22 years later for her novel, Hotel Moscow.

Her literary output demonstrates Carner’s ongoing crusade for women’s rights. Puppet Child helped 
launch the Protective Parent Reform Act, China Doll served as the platform for her presentation to the 
United Nations about infanticide in China, and Jerusalem Maiden focused on the struggle for women in 
religious-repressive societies.

The issue of women’s subjugation is crystalized in her most-recent novel, The Third Daughter, which deals 
with legal sex trafficking in Argentina through the eyes of a Jewish-Polish girl sold into prostitution by her 
impoverished family. The title character has been described by one reviewer as “brave, resourceful, and 
fierce” in what might have otherwise been a grim tale based on actual events.

Talia Carner, a seventh-generation sabra born in Tel Aviv who served in the Israel Defense Force, is an 
active board member of Hadassah-Brandeis Institute, the Jewish women research center at Brandeis 
University. She is also an honorary board member of several anti-domestic violence and child abuse-
intervention organizations. 

 Book & Author Presents Two More Engrossing Guests
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In Memoriam
Former Tucson Chapter Life Member

Carolyn Sanger  
and former member  
Dr. Burton Cunin.

D i r e c t o r y  C h a n g e s
Please make the following corrections in your 

Membership Directory (changes underlined):
Ellen Adelstein  cell 975-7638
Charles Sumner  CASumner18@gmail.com

The officers, board, and members of the Tucson 
Chapter of BNC wish:

Phyllis Fassler Best wishes for a speedy recovery.
LIsa Grabell  Best wishes for a speedy recovery.
If you know of anyone with a simchah (happy 

event) or a sorrow, contact Sunshine Chair Maxine 
Goldstein, MBGold77@yahoo.com or 520-760-0355. 
A card will be sent and an acknowledgment will 
appear in the bulletin. 

We Wish Our Members…

M e m b e r s h i p  P a g e
Membership VPs: Morleen Novitt, Ofno@optonline.net or 516- 642-5331, and Amy Schwartz, AmyS60@gmail.com or 516-413-0132

Happy February!
We at the Tucson Chapter of the 

Brandeis National Committee are 
looking forward to you joining us 
at our We Love Our Member Event 
on February 14. Co-Chairs Marsha 
Rosenblum and Fred Scheinfeld have 
planned an engaging and informative 

event at Tucson’s Jewish Museum and Holocaust Center. 
See page 3 of this bulletin for details.

You won’t want to miss our Silver Jubilee Book & 
Author events. Our best-selling authors were chosen 
by the inimitable Sheila Rothenberg. Co-Chairs Bertie 
Levkowitz and Rica Spivack canceled the evening of 
March 2 at Hacienda del Sol.

We will gather at Skyline Country Club on March 3, 
engaging with our authors, including a delicious lunch 
and incredible Silent Auction. Victoria Lucas will once 
again moderate this outstanding afternoon. Proceeds 
from these events will support Brandeis University’s 
Sustaining the Mind research program to find the 
cause of neurological degenerative diseases such as 
ALS, Parkinson’s, and dementia, including Alzheimer’s. 
Your invitation will arrive shortly. The event will also 
be virtually streaming on Zoom.

April 5 will be the date for the Closing Spring Event and 
installation of our new officers and board members. It is 
always a beautiful day to thank our retiring leaders and 
for our new leaders to begin their terms of office. Details 
will be forthcoming.

Marianne Taussig,
Presiding Officer N

Are you an editor? Can 
you take over doing the 
Tucson Chapter’s bulletin, 
St ud y Group Gu ide , 
Membership Directory, and 
Book & Author Program?

Steve Seltzer will be able to teach you how to create 
these printed creations. InDesign is not a difficult 
program to use and can be learned easily.

Contact Steve at seltz5001@yahoo.com or 520-
299-3788. 

Help with Printed Materials

Volunteer for Your Chapter
We can use you to help 

us with our many events 
or you can serve on our 
board. You can support 
the students, faculty, 
libraries, and research 

at Brandeis University by signing to help the Tucson 
Chapter. We will find an activity that fits your needs.

To help, contact Terrie Sherman at Loves2Walk@aol.
com or 520-290-1490. 
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COMMUNITY
We are welcoming and friendly.
We practice kindness in all our relationships.
We reach out as teachers and leaders.

JUSTICE
We have heart.
We respect individuality.
We honor the human spirit.

DEDICATION
We are committed to our members
We are committed to our Southern Arizona community.
We work hard for the students and faculty of Brandeis University.

INTEGRITY
We are responsible to our members.
We have the courage to uphold our values:
 Respect 
 Community
 Social Justice

Our Commitment to our members: We will listen to you,
        We care for you.
        We will support you.

Contact Amy Schwartz, AmyS60@gmail.com or 520-577-1343

WE LOVE OUR MEMBERS
PLEASE JOIN US!

We will have a docent-led tour  
of the Jewish Museum and Holocaust Center.

Davya Cohen and Ellen Saltonstall will be our wonderful docents.
Monday, February 14, 1:00 Monday, February 14, 1:00 p.m.p.m. 

Tucson Jewish Museum and Holocaust Center
564 South Stone Avenue.564 South Stone Avenue.

After the tour, please stay for desserts served on the patio.
Cost: $20 per person. FRIENDS and RELATIVES are WELCOME!

(There will be no additional museum admission charge;  
however, donations there would be welcomed)

Send checks made out to BNC to:
Fred Scheinfeld, 1001 W. Wanda Vista Rd., Tucson, AZ 85704Fred Scheinfeld, 1001 W. Wanda Vista Rd., Tucson, AZ 85704.

All reservations are due by February 9.
For any inquiries, contact Marsha Rosenblum, 520-529-7477.

This event raises money for Honoring Our History: Transforming Unique 
Collections Highlighting Social Justice

Proof of vaccination and Tucson Chapter COVID-19 form required

Look in Your Drawers for
New Socks and Underwear  

to Donate to Our  
Social Justice Programs:

Youth on �eir Own; 
Emerge! Center  

Against Dome�ic Abuse;,  
and Sister José Women’s Center.
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Are You Seeing These Photographs in Gray Scale?
You should be seeing our photos in glorious color. How is that possible when the bulletin is printed 

in black and white? Simple: subscribe to the online version. You can, but don’t have to, see it on 
the computer screen. You can print the bulletin out on your color printer and see the real thing. 
And there’s no delay in receiving the bulletin (or the Study Group Guide) if you are out of Tucson 
for part of the year. Look on TucsonBNC.org and click on “Bulletins.”

It’s easy. Just e-mail Steve Seltzer at seltz5001@yahoo.com, and instructions for viewing the beautiful color 
version will be delivered directly to your e-mail mailbox. 

A Little Bit of History
Why would so many non-alumni devote themselves to fund-raising for Brandeis University? 

The Brandeis National Committee’s special relation to the institution reflects Brandeis’ birth as 
the only Jewish-sponsored, nonsectarian university in America at a time when Israel was only 
a few months old and the Holocaust cast appalling shadows over the world.

The Brandeis National Committee (BNC) is a remarkable organization whose record of exceeding 
expectations dates back to its formation in 1948, when Brandeis’ founding president, Abram L. 
Sachar, challenged eight women volunteers to raise money for the university’s first library, located 
in converted stables on campus. The group started by asking women to donate $5 for a book 
destined for the library shelves and grew into the world’s largest friends-of-a-library organization. 
As fund-raising methods evolved, local chapters of what was called Brandeis University National 
Women’s Committee (BUNWC) started used books sales. Later, book and author luncheons were 

added to their programs.
The Brandeis National Committee (BNC) is the proud successor to those pioneers. 

Don’t Miss Our Exciting Book & Author Events
Our Fiesta Dinner at Hacienda del Sol on the evening of Wednesday, March 2, 2022, 

is canceled.
The next day, we have our luncheon on Thursday, March 3, with a Silent Auction 

beforehand, two of our great authors speaking, a glorious luncheon, and then another two 
wonderful authors speaking after lunch. Our Silent Auction winners will be announced 
after the second two speakers. The authors are always extraordinary speakers, discussing 
how they became writers and where their stories come from. Our moderator is the 
wonderful Victoria Lucas. This will also be virtually streaming on Zoom.

You don’t want to miss this event. Mark it on your calendars and plan to bring friends who may become potential 
new members of the Tucson Chapter. 

Leaving Money to Brandeis University
One of the simplest ways to make a gift is through a beneficiary designation. You can specify the individuals and 

charities you want to support and you can also specify the percentage of the assets you want each beneficiary 
to receive.

Beneficiary designations are available when giving from your retirement assets.
An alternative to a bequest gift is to designate Brandeis University as the beneficiary of your retirement assets. 

This gift is simple because you can control the transfer of these assets at your death without changing your will or 
living trust. Contact Paula Lee at PLlee@brandeis.edu or 781-736-412.
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Mission Statement
Brandeis National Committee

Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to 
providing philanthropic support to Brandeis University, 
a distinguished liberal arts and research university 
founded by the American Jewish community. Its 
membership is connected to the university through 
fund-raising and through activities that reflect the 
values on which the university was founded: academic 
excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism, and service 
to the community. 

Social Justice/ Social Justice/ 
Community ServiceCommunity Service
The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.The Tucson chapter gives back to our community.
Marilyn LobellMarilyn Lobell, our Community Service Chairman, 

reminds us of the organizations we are supporting this year:
The Emerge! Center Against Domestic AbuseThe Emerge! Center Against Domestic Abuse is in need 

of hotel toiletries and personal-care items. They also need 
NEW socks and underwear for children, teens, and women.

Youth On Their Own (YOTO)Youth On Their Own (YOTO) is an organization that 
supports high school graduation of homeless youth by 
providing financial assistance, basic human needs, and 
guidance. They always need teen hygiene products and 
high school supplies.

Sister José Women’s CenterSister José Women’s Center is a program to assist homeless 
women. We help by donating clothing, towels, twin-bed 
sheets in good condition, and women’s hygiene products.

Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our Brandeis is always looking for new ways to help our 
community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a community. If you have a way to help or wish to make a 
donation, contact donation, contact Marilyn LobellMarilyn Lobell, , MMLobell@msn.comMMLobell@msn.com  or or 
520-615-0877520-615-0877. . 

Nobody can help everybody,  Nobody can help everybody,  
but everybody can help somebody!but everybody can help somebody!

Hold the Date:
Book & Author

Events

Fiesta Dinner
is cancelled.

Book & Author Silver 
Jubilee Luncheon
Thursday, March 3.

For the low price of $10 per member, 
you can become a “Sommelier,” a person 
who supports wine for the authors at the 
Book & Author Luncheon. Your name will 
be listed prominently in the Program-Ad 
Journal of the Book & Author Luncheon.

Please send your check made out to BNC for $10 
per person (please print each person’s name in block 
capitals) to Steve Seltzer, 5001 E. Calle Guebabi, 
Tucson 85718. 

Become a Sommelier

Each summer, we have to mail 
bulletins, including Study Group 
Guides, to your out-of-town 
address. It would help us greatly if 
you would check your Membership 
Directory to make sure we have the 
correct addresses and phone numbers.

Also, if there are no months in parentheses next to 
summer address, we don’t know when you come and when 
you leave, so we often don’t know whether to send your 
mail to your Tucson or your summer address. Let Steve 
Seltzer know the dates of your stay in Tucson by contacting 
him at seltz5001@yahoo.com or 520-299-3788.

Even better, receive all the bulletins (except the 
Study Group Guide and the issue with the Membership 
Directory) by e-mail notice. You will see it in glorious 
full color and won’t miss an issue when you are in 
transit.

Additionally, we send many last-minute changes by e- 
mail blast. If we don’t have your current e-mail address 
(it should be in the Membership Directory), send that 
information to Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@yahoo.com or 
520-299-3788. 

To Our Winter Residents

z  z  z  z  z  z  z  z  z  z  
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Sheila Rothenberg was born and raised in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. She spent her childhood in admittedly far more 
innocent times, playing games in the street until it 
became too dark to continue. Most important, once she 
was old enough, her favorite after-school destination 
was the Brooklyn Public Library, the beginning of her 
long-standing love affair with books.

She attended Erasmus Hall High School, then the 
second highest-rated public secondary school in the 
country (after Boston Latin). There, she was two years 
behind Bob, her future husband, though they were not 
to meet for a couple of years.

Thanks to a pair of pinochle buddies—Sheila’s sister’s 
father-in-law and Bob’s grandfather, a big wheel in the 
Workmen’s Circle organization—she and Bob wound up 
working summers in the dining room of Workmen’s Circle 
Lodge in New York’s Dutchess County. Sheila became 
a waitress famed for her ability to carry 16 main dishes 
on a tray at one time, while Bob worked his way up to 
become captain of the busboys.

Working together soon led to them being together after 
working hours, to the extent that Bob’s mother plaintively 
inquired: “Isn’t this getting kind of serious for a summer 
fling?” The answer is apparent. Next September will mark 
their 64th anniversary!

After their three kids—Mike, Josh, and Susan—were 
off to elementary school, Sheila went to work for the 
Doubleday Publishing Company’s Junior Library Guild, 
ultimately rising to Editorial Director, then became the 
founding Editorial Director of Nest Literary Classics. 
Meanwhile, Bob went to work for USA TODAY Magazine, 
finally becoming Editor-Publisher.

In 2002, they came to Tucson to attend the wedding 
(on Skyline Country Club’s terrace) of the son of dear 
friends. While there, they had a chance to take in all the 
Old Pueblo had to offer, especially no snow, surprisingly 
vast cultural offerings, and the fact that it wasn’t Florida, 
where most New Yorkers tended to flock to upon 
retirement. Before the week was out, they had purchased 
land and ordered a house built.

So, in 2003, two died-in-the-wool New Yorkers 
followed the Barbecue Trail cross country to their new 
home. In a dizzingly short time, they had joined Skyline, 
met Meg Sivitz at a Roaring 20s costume party at the 
club, and had her recruit them to Brandeis University’s 
Tucson Chapter, even though Sheila was a Brooklyn 
College alumna and Bob had graduated from Penn.

Tucson Chapter Bulletin
Editor-in-chief ..................................................Steve Seltzer
Board Liaison ....................................................... Meg Sivitz
Associate Editor ........................................ Bob Rothenberg
Proofreaders ... Soralé Fortman, Susan Berger, & Janet Seltzer

To provide articles or information for the newsletter, con-
tact Meg Sivitz, megaron3@msn.com, or Steve Seltzer, 
seltz5001@aol.com.

The bulletin is published from September through May. 
The deadline is the 10th of the preceding month. 

Meet Your  Meet Your  
Author WranglerAuthor Wrangler

2022
Tucson Chapter Calendar

Board Meeting*  Monday, February 7
We Love Our Members Event Monday, February 14
Book & Author Luncheon Thursday, March 3
Board Meeting*  Monday, March 7
Board Meeting*  Monday, April 4
Spring Closing Luncheon & Installation Tuesday, April 5
Board and Planning Meeting* Monday, May 2

*All are welcome to our open Board Meetings.

Save these dates and  
mark your calendar

Presiding Officer ................................................................................
VPs of Book & Author ........... Bertie Levkowitz & Rica Spivack
Vice-President of Book Fund ....................................... Lois Bodin
Vice-President of Communications ......................Steve Seltzer
VPs of Membership ............. Morleen Novitt & Amy Schwartz 
Vice-President of Study Groups ............................Davya Cohen
VP of Virtual Communication .............................Terrie Sherman
Recording Secretary ...............................................Terry Williams
Financial Secretary .........................................................Sue Shack
Corresponding Secretaries ..................... Barbara & Barry Entin
Treasurer .....................................................................Steven Burke
Chapter Advisors ..........Soralé Fortman & Marsha Rosenblum

Continued on page 7
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C  O  L  O  R 
Are you seeing this colorful floral arrangement in 

black, white, and gray? If so, you should be receiving 
the bulletin by e-mail to appreciate all the colors in 
our publication.

Contact Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@aol.com, to see 
our bulletin in glorious color. 

Your B&A Program Ads

Support Sustaining the Mind. Order a business card-size 
ad for your family or business in the Book & Author Ad 
Journal for only $65.

For example:

You can obtain ads from your favorite restaurants, 
hairdresser, barber, manicurist, handyman, physician, 
dentist, podiatrist, gardener, or anyone else with whom 
you do business.

Advertisements in black and white (gray-scale) go from 
$10 per name for Family Treasures, $25 for a two-line ad, 
$65 for a 1/8-page ad, $125 for a 1/4-page ad, $250 for 
a 1/2-page ad, $500 for a full-page ad, and $1000 for a 
full-page ad in color! This is much less than most other 
organization’s program-ad books.

For the forms for Book & Author Program Ads, 
contact Steve Seltzer, seltz5001@yahoo.com or 520-
299-3788. 

We support scientific research at We support scientific research at 
Brandeis.Brandeis.

The Barbara and Tom Jones Family The Barbara and Tom Jones Family 
believes in Brandeis Universitybelieves in Brandeis University

and the Tucson Chapter’s  and the Tucson Chapter’s  
Silver Jubilee.Silver Jubilee.

Sheila’s extensive publishing background made her 
a natural for Book & Author, and Elaine Lisberg soon 
enlisted her for it. By 2007, Sheila had taken over the 
recruitment of authors for the annual events, and the 
annual acceptances poured in from best-selling writers, 
noted award winners (including the Pulitzer Prize), and 
a fascinating assortment of audience-pleasing guests. 
Her success in bringing them to Tucson led Bob to 
affectionately dub her the Author Wrangler.

We’re sure each Brandeis member who has attended 
B &A over the years has a favorite memory of the authors 
who have graced us with their presence. For Sheila, it was 
unquestionably Pete Hamill, who regaled the audience 
with tales of serving as a Shabbos goy in his youth, had 
a running dialogue with Bob saluting their mutually 
beloved Brooklyn Dodgers, and provided a fascinating 
history of New York’s newspapers.

For others, it might have been Jean Auel describing 
her creation of the Clan of the Cave Bear; historian H. W. 
Brands explaining why FDR was considered a traitor to 
his class; children’s writer Marjorie Weinman Sharmat’s 
tale of stalking Cary Grant in a rainstorm; or even former 
International Herald Tribune publisher Mort Rosenblum 
turning the air blue with expletive-laden tales of sharing 
foxholes with Pete Hamill during an assortment of wars. 
Feel free to choose your own favorites.

One example can pinpoint Sheila’s impact to a great 
degree. After his appearance at B &A, best-selling 
mystery writer Joseph Finder was so impressed by the 
treatment he received here that he became a resource 
from his connection with the International Thriller Writers 
organization. Year after year, he has recommended 
fellow members for her consideration and lauded B &A 
to them to convince them to head west. Joe has been 
responsible for more than a half-dozen compatriots 
appearing here, and they in turn have sent others our 
way, leading to this year’s acceptance by Ace Atkins.

Stepping down as chair of the B &A committee, Sheila 
wishes to salute the enthusiastic group of hardworking 
people who have worked with her over the years as she 
turns over the leadership to Rica Spivack and Bertie 
Levkowitz. New leaders mean new ideas, which will be 
revealed when you receive your invitation to celebrate 
B &A’s Silver Jubilee.

As for the Author Wrangler, what she will treasure most 
is the memory of frequently hearing, as guests exited from 
the Thursday luncheon, “This was the best one!” 

Author Wrangler Continued from page 6
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End-of-Year Party Was a Big Success!
The End-of-Year Party at the home of Lisa Ungar and Bob Fridrich had over 40 people in attendance and was 

very successful. Wonderful food, great socialization, and the piano entertainment by Rob Boone made the party 
a delightful event. People spent time inside and in the back yard of the Ungar/Fridrich home. Here are some great 
photos of the event:
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We have one of the most exciting Book & Author Events this year! In addition 
to the four amazing authors, Ace Atkins, Talia Carner, Frank Figliuzzi, and 
Alka Joshi, we have the return this year of KUAT-TVs Victoria Lucas as the 
moderator.

Victoria Lucas practically grew up on studio lots. Her father, writer-producer-
director John Meredyth Lucas (“Ben Casey” “Star Trek,” “The Fugitive”), 
and mother, actress Joan Winfield (A Stolen Life with Bette Davis), enjoyed 
successful Hollywood careers, while her grandfather, Michael Curtiz (Oscar-

winning director of Casablanca) and grandmother Bess Meredyth (screenwriter of Don Juan; founding member of 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences) nurtured Victoria’s love for classic films from an early age.

Graduating from UCLA with a theatre arts degree, Victoria headed to New York City to try her hand at acting. Eventually 
returning to Hollywood, she changed directions and began her 20-year career as a motion picture story development 
and production executive at major studios and independent film companies, starting with director Ron Howard as a 
dialogue coach, working up the ladder to reader, story editor, and Creative Executive at Howard’s Imagine Films.

Later, as Associate Producer and Director of Development with various production companies, she helped develop 
scripts for projects starring major actors, including Antonio Banderas, Scarlett Johansson, Wesley Snipes, Hilary Swank, 
Emile Hirsch, and Ryan Phillippe. Among her favorites was the highly acclaimed coming-of-age film, The Island on Bird 
Street, awarded the Silver Bear at the Berlin International Film Festival. She also won three daytime Emmy Awards.

Victoria currently works as an independent producer and runs a professional screenplay development service for 
producers, production companies, and screenwriters. She is delighted to bring her knowledge and insight to viewers 
of Hollywood at Home on KUAT-TV, Channel 6, our PBS station. 

Victoria Lucas Will Moderate The Book & Author Events

Our Goal: Support the Libraries and Tributes
The Brandeis National Committee was founded to support the libraries of Brandeis University. The initial group of 

people for this group wanted to get the university’s libraries to have enough books in the library for accreditation 
as an accepted university by the third year.

You can make donations in honor of or in memory of people to the Book Fund to support the libraries. The tributes 
go to the Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Endowed Scholarship for a Tucson-area student attending Brandeis University 
or to the “Sustaining the Mind” Fund for research in neurodegenerative diseases such as autism, Parkinson’s, 
dementia (including Alzheimer’s), multiple sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS, Lou Gehrig’s Disease), 
macular degeneration, and more at Brandeis University. See page 10.

For donations, contact Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704. 

“Brandeis” Is…
• Your source of adult life-long learning at a reasonable price.
• Your chance to meet great people with similar interests at our Study Groups and Events.
• Your chance help support our Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Endowed Scholarship to Brandeis for a Tucson-area 

student attending Brandeis University.
• Your way to give back to the Tucson community through our Social Justice/Community Service program.
• Your way to support research in neurologic diseases at Brandeis University.

Find neighbors, friends, and acquaintances to bring to courses and events so they will join. Contact Morleen 
Novitt, Ofno@optonline.net or 516-642-5331, or Amy Schwartz, AmyS60@gmail.com or 520-577-1343. 
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Next Board MeetingNext Board Meeting
Monday, February 7, 2022, on Zoom,Monday, February 7, 2022, on Zoom,

10:00 a.m. to noon.10:00 a.m. to noon.
All members are encouraged to attend  All members are encouraged to attend  

to this open meeting. Contact  to this open meeting. Contact  
Barbara EntinBarbara Entin, , B_Entin@yahoo.comB_Entin@yahoo.com..

Donor Message Recipient
Learned Research Journal

Susan & Stuart Beckerman
  and Gail Martin Condolences on the loss of your husband Sumner. Edith Michelson Milender
Brandeis Friends Condolences on the loss of your husband Sumner. Edith Michelson Milender
Brandeis Friends Have a speedy recovery. Phyllis Fassler

Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
Arlene & Marty Zuckerman Condolences for brother Richard. Dr. & Mrs. Waldman & family

Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Endowed Scholarship Tribute Card
Brandeis Friends Have a speedy recovery. Phyllis Fassler
Terrie Sherman Condolences on the loss of your husband Sumner. Edith Michelson Milender

Philanthropy, Learning, and Community Card
Marsha Rosenblum Condolences for the loss of your brother. Marsha Blitzer
Marsha Rosenblum Best wishes for a speedy recovery. Betty Luckie 

Express Your ThoughtfulnessExpress Your Thoughtfulness
With a Book Fund Card or Journal Donation and Tributes

Sending a Brandeis tribute card or a Learned Research Journal (LRJ) is a quick, 
meaningful, and philanthropic way to express support, congratulations, get-
well wishes, sympathy, and appreciation. No more running to the store to find an  
appropriate card—just contact Lois Bodin (contact information below). The 
recipient is acknowledged in the bulletin so others can learn about the simchah 
(happy occasion) or sorrow and respond. Show you care—send a Brandeis 
card or LRJ. Book Fund donations:
 $5.50, Philanthropy, Learning, and Community (or six for $25)
 $10.50, Light of Reason Card.
 $10.50, Goldfarb Library at Night Card (or three for $25)
 $14.00, Brandeis Art Cards (set of four different covers)
 $18.50, Louis Dembitz Brandeis Portrait Card
 $25.50 or more, Sustaining the Mind Tribute Card
 $25.50 or more, Elaine Lisberg Tucson BNC Scholarship Card
 $36.50, Learned Research Journal Card
 $56.50, Learned Research Journal Folio
 $100.00 to $499.00, Special Book Collection
 $500.00 or more, Major Book Collection

Contact Book Fund VP Lois Bodin, LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.

To make a donat ion to help the l ibrar ies, our endowed scholarship, and 
research at Brandeis University, contact Book Fund and Tribute VP Lois Bodin,  
LoisBodin@gmail.com or 702-219-6704.

Steve Seltzer, Editor .......520-299-3788, seltz5001@aol.com

Sue Shack ................... 480-528-4777, SueS5211@yahoo.com
Facebook ...............................www.facebook.com/TucsonBNC
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Tucson Chapter Calendar February 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 9 Walk, 
Talk,…

1:30 Social 
Bridge

7 Financial 
Manager

2 9 Forever 
Fit Too

10 Contemp.  
Fiction

Groundhog 
Day

3 2 Can’t 
Write

4 9 Strength 
& Balance

1 Bible 
Books

5

6 9 Forever 
Fit

710 Board 
Meeting

8 1 Jewish 
Supreme Ct.

1:30 Social 
Bridge

7:30 Games

9 9 Forever 
Fit Too

10 Page 
Turners

12 Men’s 
Book Club

12 Bon 
Appétit

10 1 Art…
Works

2 Can’t 
Write

11 9 Strength 
& Balance

1 Bible 
Books

 

12

13 9 Forever 
Fit

14 8:30 Hiking
1 We L♥♥ve 

Our 
Members

7 Legal 
Puzzlers

15 9 Walk, 
Talk,…

1:30 Social 
Bridge

7 Financial 
Manager

16 10 Mystery 
Books

17 2 Can’t 
Write

18 9 Strength 
& Balance

 10 Short 
Stories

1 Bible 
Books

19

20 9 Forever 
Fit

21 12:30 Set 
’n’ Stitch

President’s 
Day

22 1:30 Social 
Bridge

7:30 Games

23 2 Winged 
Friends

24 10:30 
Cooking 
Made 
Simple

2 Can’t 
Write

5 Ladies’ 
Night Out

25 9 Strength 
& Balance

26

27 9 Forever 
Fit

28 8:30 Hiking

All times Are mountAin stAndArd time. Groundhog Day, February 2; Valentine’s Day-We L♥♥ve Our Members 
Event, February 14; President’s Day, February 21.

The Nominating Committee Needs Your Input

The Nominating Committee chaired by Terrie Sherman would appreciate your 
suggestions for the Tucson Chapter for officers’ positions for the 2022-23 year. There 
are many people who can help the chapter, including older and newer members. You 
can reach Terrie at Loves2Walk@aol.com or 520-290-1490. 
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MARCH 2
Book & Author Book & Author Fiesta  Fiesta 
Dinner is Dinner is CANCELED CANCELED

FEBRUARY 
14
We L We L♥♥ve Our ve Our 
Members Event Members Event

MARCH 3
Book & Author Book & Author  
Luncheon Luncheon

2022 CALENDAR
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Jewish Origins of Boston’s Annual Christmas Tree Tradition
On a warm December night early in December, 2021, some 12,000 people flocked to Boston Common for the lighting of 

the city’s official Christmas tree. The event marked the 50th straight year that the people of Nova Scotia supplied Boston’s 
tree—a tribute to how the city, led by a prominent Jewish businessman, supported the Canadian province at a time of crisis.

Recently sworn-in Boston Mayor Michelle Wu was joined by Nova Scotia Premiere Tim Houston. The pair were 
accompanied by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, dressed in the Mounties’ full red regalia. Amidst the fanfare, 
Wu and Houston reminded revelers that the tree is a symbol of the bond between their jurisdictions that was forged 
during more somber times.

The Canadian province has been sending a Christmas tree to Boston as a measure of gratitude for events that 
date back more than a century, when Boston rushed to the aid of its northern neighbors following a massive, deadly 
explosion in the harbor of Halifax, the province’s capital. The fires that engulfed the city then took the lives of nearly 
2,000 people, including children, and injured 9,000, with many blinded by flying shrapnel. The impact flattened 
swaths of neighborhood buildings and homes.

On December 6, 1917, within hours of the devastating explosion in Halifax, Abraham Ratshesky (1864-1943), a 
businessman, banker, politician, philanthropist, and son of Jewish immigrants, was tapped by then-Governor Samuel 
McCall to lead the state’s relief mission. Ratshesky organized the delivery by train of medical personnel and supplies 
to the port city. The mission made its way to Halifax through treacherous wintry conditions. A snowstorm brought 
the mission to a halt alongside Folly Mountain in Nova Scotia. Ratshesky pleaded with the crew to persevere through 
their arduous shoveling, conveying the desperation of the people of Halifax. “The men, realizing this, and knowing 
that every moment was precious, worked like Trojans,” Ratshesky wrote in his official report. Within an hour, the train 
continued on to Halifax. Days later, two ships filled with more medical staff and supplies left Boston Harbor bound 
for Halifax as part of the overall relief mission. Conservative estimates put the total amount of contributions from 
Massachusetts at $750,000. While additional assistance also soon arrived from across the country, elected leaders 
and officials of Halifax especially thanked Massachusetts 
and Ratshesky in glowing commendations and heartfelt 
personal letters from ordinary citizens. 


